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CORRESPONDENCE. 


TO  CHARLES   J.   VOX. 

Paasy,  5  September,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  received  m  its  time  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  by  Mr.  Hartley ;  and  I  cannot 
let  him  depart  without  expressing  my  satisfaction  m 
his  conduct  towards  us,  and  applauding  the  prudence 
of  that  choice,  which  sent  us  a  man  possessed  of  such 
a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  of  all  that  frankness,  sincer- 
ity, and  candor,  which  naturally  produce  confidence^ 
and  thereby  facilitate  the  most  difficult  negotiations. 
Our  countries  are  now  happily  at  peace,  on  which  I 
OHigratulate  you  most  cordially;  and  I  beg  you  to 
be  assured,  that  as  long  as  I  have  any  concern  m  pub- 
lic affairs,  I  shall  readily  and  heartily  concur  with  you 
m  promoting  every  measure  that  may  tend  to  promote 
the  common  felicity.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem 
and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklut. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Mr.  Fox. — .American  People. 

PMiy,  6  September,  178a 

My  dear  Friend, 
Endosed  is  my  letter  to  Mr.  Fox.     I  beg  you  would 
assure  him,  that  my  expressions  of  esteem  for  him  are 

TOL.    X.  I  A 


2  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [Mr.Tt. 

not  mere  professions.  I  really  think  him  a  great  man, 
and  I  should  not  think  so,  if  I  did  not  believe  he  was 
at  bottom,  and  would  prove  himself  a  good  one.  Guard 
hun  agamst  mistaken  notions  of  the  American  people. 
You  have  deceived  yourselves  too  long  with  vain  ex- 
pectations of  reaping  advantage  from  our  little  discon- 
tents. We  are  more  thoroughly  an  enlightened  people, 
with  respect  to  our  political  interests,  than  perhaps  any 
other  under  heaven.  Every  man  among  us  reads,  and 
is  so  easy  in  his  circumstances  as  to  have  leisure  for 
conversations  of  improvement,  and  for  acquiring  mforma- 
tion.  Our  domestic  misunderstandings,  when  we  have 
them,  are  of  small  extent,  though  monstrously  magnified 
by  your  microscopic  newspapers.  He  who  judges  from 
them,  that  we  are  on  the  point  of  falling  mto  anarchy, 
or  returning  to  the  obedience  of  Britain,  is  like  one 
who,  being  shown  some  spots  in  the  sun,  should  fancy, 
that  the  whole  disk  would  soon  be  overspread  with 
them,  and  that  there  would  be  an  end  of  daylight 
The  great  body  of  intelligence  among  our  people,  sur- 
rounds and  overpowers  oyr  petty  dissensions,  as  the 
sun's  great  mass  of  fire  diminishes  and  destroys  his 
spots.  Do  not,  therefore,  any  longer  delay  the  evacua- 
tion of  New  York,  in  the  vain  hope  of  a  new  revolu- 
tion in  your  favor,,  if  such  a  hope  has  indeed  had  any 
effect  in  occasioning  the  delay.  It  is  now  nine  months 
since  the  evacuations  were  promised.  You  expect  with 
reason,  that  the  people  of  New  York  should  do  your 
merchants  justice  m  the  payment  of  their  old  debts ; 
consider  the  injustice  you  do  them  in  keeping  them  so 
long  out  of  their  habitations,  and  out  of  their  busmess, 
by  which  they  might  have  been  enabled  to  make  pay- 
ment. 

There  is  no  truth  more  clear  to  me  than  this,  that 
the  great  mterest  of  our  two  countries  is  a  thorough 
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reconciliation.  Restraints  on  the  freedom  of  commerce 
and  intercourse  between  us,  can  afford  no  advantage 
equivalent  to  the  mischief  they  will  do,  by  keeping 
up  ill  humor,  and  promoting  a  total  alienation.  Let 
you  and  me,  my  dear  friend,  do  our  best  towards  ad- 
vancing and  securing  that  reconciliation.  We  can  do 
nothing,  that  will  in  a  dying  hour  afford  us  more  solid 
satisfaction^ 

I  wish  you  a  prosperous  journey,  and  a  happy  sight 
of  your  friends.  Present  my  best  respects  to  your 
good  brother  and  sister,  and  believe  me  ever,  with 
sincere  and  great  esteem,  yours  affectionately, 

B.   FRAKKLIlf. 


TO   MRS.   MARY   HEWSOIT. 

On  the  futwre  Establishment  of  her  Children. 

pMiy,  7  Septeniber,  17881 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  9th  past.  I  am 
glad,  that  the  litde  books  are  pleasing  to  you  and  your 
children,  and  that  the  children  improve  by  them. 

My  grandson  Bache  has  been  four  years  at  school 
at  Greneva,  and  is  but  lately  come  home  to  me  here. 
I  find  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  improvement  he 
has  made  m  his  learning.  He  translates  commcm  Latin 
readily  into  French,  but  his  English  has  suffered  for 
want  of  use ;  though  I  think  he  would  readily  recover 
it,  if  he  were  awhile  at  your  school  at  Cheam,  and  at 
the  same  time  be  going  on  with  his  Latin  and  Greek. 
Tou  were  once  so  kind  as  to  offer  to  take  him  under 
your  care ;  would  that  be  still  convenient  to  you  ?  He 
is  docile  and  of  gentle  manners,  ready  to  receive  and 
follow  good  advice,  and  wiU  set  no  bad  example  tp 
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your  other  children.  He  gains  every  day  upon  my 
afiections. 

I  long  much  to  see  you  and  yours,  and  my  other 
friends  in  England,  but  I  have  not  yet  determined  on 
the  journey.  Our  definitive  treaty  of  peace  being  now 
signed,  I  have  indeed  less  to  confine  me  here,  and 
might  make  a  short  excursion  without  much  inconven- 
ience; but  short  days  and  winter  are  coining  on,  and 
I  think  I  can  hardly  undertake  such  an  expedition 
before  the  spring  of  next  year. 

With  regard  to  the  future  establishment  of  your  chil- 
dren, which  you  say  you  want  to  consult  me  about, 
I  am  still  of  opinion,  that  America  will  afford  you  more 
chances  of  doing  it  well  than  England.  All  the  means 
of  good  education  are  plenty  there,  the  general  man- 
ners are  simple  and  pure,  temptations  to  vice  and  folly 
fewer,  the  profits  of  industry  in  business  as  great  and 
sure  as  in  England ;  and  there  is  one  advantage  more, 
which  your  command  of  money  will  give  you  there, 
I  mean  the  laying  out  a  part  of  your  fortune  in  new 
land,  now  to  be  had  extremely  cheap ;  but  which  must 
be  increased  immensely  in  value,  before  your  childr^i 
come  of  age,  by  the  rapid  population  of  the  country. 
If  you  should  arrive  there  while  I  live,  you  know  you 
may  depend  on  every  assistance  in  my  power  to  afford 
you,  and  I  think  my  children  will  have  a  pleasure  too 
m  serving  their  father's  friend.  I  do  not  offer  it  as  a 
motive,  that  you  will  be  much  esteemed  and  respected 
there;  for  that  you  are,  and  must  be,  everywhere; 
but  give  me  leave  to  flatter  myself,  that  my  being  made 
happier  in  my  last  years  by  your  neighbourhood  and 
society  may  be  some  inducement  to  you. 

I  forwarded  your  letter  to  Mr.  Williams.  Temple 
h  always  with  me,  being  my  secretary.  He  presents 
fais  respects  to  you.    I  have  been  lately  ill  with  a  ft 
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of  the  gout,  if  that  may  mdeed  be  called  a  disease. 
I  rather  suspect  it  to  be  a  remedy,  since  I  always  find 
my  health  and  vigor  of  mind  improved  after  the  fit 
is  over.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  fiiend,  yours  most  affec- 
tionately,  B.  FRAirKuir. 

P.  S.  Tou  say  you  are  a  little  afrsdd  that  our  coun- 
try is  spoiled.  Parts  of  it  have  indeed  suffered  by  the 
war,  those  situated  near  the  sea ;  but  the  body  of  the 
country  has  not  been  much  hurt,  and  the  fertility  of 
our  soil,  with  the  industry  of  our  people,  now  that  the 
omimerce  of  all  the  world  is  open  to  us,  will  soon  re- 
pair the  damages  received,  and  introduce  that  pros- 
perity, whidi  we  hope  Providence  intends  for  us,  smce 
it  has  so  remarkably  favored  our  Revolution. 


TO   DAYID   HARTLST. 

pMiy,  7  SepCenrfier,  1788L 

Mt  dear  Friend, 
Enclosed  I  send  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  me 
fix)m  the  President  of  Congress,  m  which  you  will  ob- 
serve the  moderate  disposition  of  that  body  towards  the 
loyalists,  with  the  causes  of  aggravation  in  the  people's 
resentments  against  them.  I  am  always  invariably  yours 
most  smcerdy,  B.  FRAHKLnr. 


A* 
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TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Q^es  a  Letter  from  Jmerica  containing  falte  Re- 
ports. — Jppeals  to  Mr.  Jay  to  rejvte  them. 

Paasy,  10  September,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  recei\red  a  letter  from  a  very  respectable 
person  in  America,  containing  the  following  wixds,  tiz. 

••  It  is  confidently  reported,  propagated,  and  b^ved 
by  some  among  us,  that  the  Court  of  France  was  at 
the  bottom  against  our  obtaining  the  fishery  and  terri- 
tory m  that  great  extent,  in  which  both  are  secm^ 
to  ns  by  the  treaty ;  that  our  minister  at  that  court  fa- 
vored, or  did  not  oppose,  this  design  against  us ;  and 
that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  firmness,  sagacity,  and 
dismterestedness  of  Mr.  Adams,  with  whom  Mr.  Jay 
united,  that  we  have  obtained  these  important  advan- 
tages.'** 

*  This  extract  is  from  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  Cooper  of  Boston,  and 
<iated  Hay  5tk,  1789.  In  a  preceding  paragraph,  Dr.  Cooper  aaya; 
^  There  is  a  party  among  us  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  every  inci- 
dent, and  of  all  personal  resentments,  to  weaken  and  divide  our  poUic 
eoimsels,  and  injure  the  alliance.  Regard  to  the  general  good,  as  wall 
as  private  and  the  most  constant  friendship,  oblige  me  to  state  thiqga 
as  they  are,"  Then  comes  the  extract  in  the  text.  Dr.  Cooper  adds ; 
'^It  has  also  been  said,  from  the  same  quarter,  that  the  court  of  France 
secretly  traversed  Mr.  Adams's  views  in  Holland  for  obtaining  from  the 
United  Provinces  an  acknowledgment  of  our  independence ;  and  that  the 
same  part  has  been  acted  in  Spain  and  Russia.  All  these  things  are 
incredible  to  me;  and,  though  they  make  some  impression  at  present, 
truth  is  great  and  will  prevail.  Care,  I  hope,  will  be  taken  both  at  Con- 
gress and  in  Esroipe,  as  far  as  public  prudence  will  permit,  to  state,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  these  matters  in  a  just  light,  and  to  prevent  the  public 
mischiefs,  as  well  as  private  injuries,  that  may  arise  from  misapprehen- 
sions in  matters  of  this  moment** 

A  copy  of  the  whole  of  this  letter  was  sent  by  Dr.  Franklin  to  Count 
de  Vergennes,  and  it  is  now  contained  among  the  American  papers  in 
the  ArdUvu  tUi  AffairtM  EUtmgires  at  Paris.  Dr.  Franklin  likewise 
sent  to  Congress  a  copy  of  his  correspondence  with  Messrs.  lay  and 
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It  is  not  my  purpose  to  dispute  any  share  of  the 
honor  of  that  treaty,  which  the  fiiends  of  my  colleagues 
may  be  disposed  to  give  them ;  but,  having  now  spent 
fifty  years  of  my  life  in  public  offices  and  trusts,  and 
having  stfli  one  ambidon  left,  that  of  carrying  the  char- 
acter of  fidelity  at  least  to  the  grave  with  me,  I  cannot 
allow  that  I  was  behind  any  of  them  in  zeal  and  faith- 
fuhess.  I  therefore  think,  that  I  ought  not  to  suffer 
an  accusation,  which  falls  little  short  of  treascm  to  my 
coimtry,  to  pass  without  notice,  when  the  means  of 
efectiml  vmdication  are  at  hand.  Tou,  Sir,  were  a 
witness  of  my  conduct  in  that  affair.  To  you  and 
my  other  colleagues  I  appeal,  by  sending  to  each  a 
similar  lett^  widi  this,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  your 
mdiaess  to  do  a  brother  Commissioner  justice,  by 
certificates  that  will  entirely  destroy  the  effbct  of  that 
aocusatkm.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  mudi  esteem, 
kjc^  B.  Frakklik. 


on  this  sofagect  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  in  writing  to  Count  de  Yer- 
gennes  tome  months  afterwards,  said,  ^  Dr.  Franklin  has  at  last  aroused 
himself  from  the  apathy  with  which  till  now  he  seems  to  have  regarded 
dw  attacks  of  his  colleagues.  He  has  sent  to  Congress  the  copy  of 
fhm  letter,  which  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Adams,  requesting 
these  two  ministers  to  explain  themselves  respecting  a  report,  which  had 
gone  abroad,  that  he  did  not  unite  in  procuring  for  the  United  States 
admission  to  the  fisheries,  and  that  he  was  disposed  to  conclude  a  treslj 
of  peace  without  securing  this  advantage  to  the  eastern  States.  Mr. 
Jay,  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin,  renders  full  justice  to  him  on  this 
point,  and  affirms  in  a  positive  manner,  that  he  concurred  with  a  zeal 
eipnl  to  his  intelligence  and  experience  in  all  the  articles  of  the  peace.* 
—  PkUaddphia,  December  let,  1783.    MS.  Letter. 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  was  likewise  transmitted  to  Dr.  Cooper, 
bnl  it  is  doubtfbl  whether  it  reached  him  in  such  season,  as  to  enable 
Inai  to  nee  it  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  erroneous  impression  tiiat 
had  been  made  in  Massachusetti*  Dr.  Cooper  died  on  the  99tfa  of  De- 
cember, 17o3. 

*  A  copy  of  the  same  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Adams. 
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FROM   JOHir  JAY   TO   B.   FRAKKUK. 

Refutes  the  Charges  contained  in  a  Letter  to  Dr. 
Franklin^  respecting  the  Part  taken  by  the  latter  in 
Regard  to  the  Fisheries. 

Pttflsy,  11  September,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
and  will  answer  it  explicitly.  I  have  no  reason  what- 
ever to  believe,. that  you  were  averse  to  our  obtaining 
the  full  extent  of  boundary  and  fishery  secured  to  us 
by  the  treaty.  Your  conduct  respecting  them  through* 
out  the  negotiation  indicated  a  strong,  a  steady  at* 
tachment  to  both  those  objects,  and,  in  my  opinioiiy 
promoted  the  attainment  of  them. 

I  remember,  that,  in  a  conversation,  which  M.  de 
Rayneval,  the  first  Secretary  of  Count  de  VergenneSi 
had  with  you  and  me,  m  the  summer  of  1782,  you 
contended  for  our  full  right  to  the  fishery,  and.  argued 
it  on  various  principles. 

Your  letters  to  me,  when  m  Spain,  considered  our 
territory  as  extendmg  to  the  Mississippi,  and  expressed 
your  opinion  against  ceding  the  navigation  of  that  riv- 
er, in  very  strong  and  pointed  terms. 

In  short,  Sir,  I  do  not  recollect  the  least  difference 
m  sentiment  between  us  respecting  the  boundaries  or 
fisheries.  On  the  contrary,  we  were  unanimous  and 
united  m  adhering  to  and  msistmg  on  them.  Nor  did 
I  perceive  the  least  disposition  in  either  of  us  to  re- 
cede from  our  claims,  or  be  satisfied  vnth  less  than 
we  obtamed.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great 
respect  and  esteem,  &c 

John  Jat. 


JSt.  n.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  9 


TO  JOSIAH  qUINCT. 

TVeoty  of  Peace. —  Depreciating  Currency.  —  False 
Charges  of  his  Enemies. 

Passy,  11  September,  1788. 

Mt  dear  Friend, 

Mr.  Storer  told  me,  not  long  since,  that  you  com- 
plained of  my  not  Vriting  to  you.  Tou  had  reason, 
fix*  I  find  among  your  letters  to  me  two  unanswered. 
The  truth  is,  I  have  had  too  much  business  to  do 
for  the  public,  and  too.  little  help  allowed  me,  so  that 
k  became  impossible  for  me  to  keep  up  my  prifata 
correspondences.  I  promised  myself  more  leisure  when 
die  definitive  treaty  of  peace  should  be  concluded. 
But  that  it  seems  is  to  be  fdbwed  by  a  treaty  of 
commerce,  which  will  probably  tiJie  up  a  good  deal 
of  time,  and  require  much  attention.  I  s^e  this  litde 
interim  to  sit  down  and  have  a  Utde  chat  with  my 
frimds  in  America. 

I  lament  with  you  the  many  mischiefs,  the  mjustioe, 
the  corruption  of  manners,  &C.,  that  attended  a  de- 
preciating currency.  It  is  some  consolation  to  me, 
diat  I  washed  my  hands  of  that  evil  by  fH^dicting  it 
m  Congress,  and  proposing  means,  that  would  have 
been  effectual  to  prevent  it,  if  they  had  been  adopted 
Subsequent  operations,  that  I  have  executed,  demon- 
strate that  my  plan  was  practicable ;  but  it  was  unfor- 
tunately rejected.  Considering  all  our  mistakes  and 
mismanagements,  it  is  wonderful  we  have  finished  our 
affiurs  so  well,  and  so  soon.  Indeed,  I  am  wrong  in 
osmg  that  ex[>ression,  ^toe  have  finished  our  afiairs  so 
wefl."  Our  blunders  have  been  many,  and  they  serve 
to  manifest  the  hand  of  Providence  more  cleariy  in 
our  favor;  so  that  we  may  much  more  properly  say, 

VOL.   X.  2 
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**  These  are  thy  doings,  O  Lord,  and  they  are  marvel- 
lous in  our  eyes.** 

Mr.  Storer,  whom  you  recommended  to  me,  is  now 
in  England.  He  needed  none  of  the  advice  you  de- 
sired me  to  give  him.  His  behaviour  here  was  un- 
exceptionable, and  he  gained  the  esteem  of  all  that 
knew  him. 

The  epitaph  on  my  dear  and  much  esteemed  young 
friend,*  is  too  well  written  to  be  tepable  of  improve- 
ment by  any  corrections  of  mine.  Your  moderation 
appears  in  it,  since  the  natural  affection  of  a  parent 
has  not  induced  you  to  exaggerate  his  virtues.  I 
shall  always  mourn  his  loss  with  you,  a  loss  not  easQjr 
made  up  to  his  country. 

How  differently  constituted  was  his  noble  and  gai- 
erous  mind  from  that  of  the  miserable  calumniators 
you  mention.  Having  plenty  of  merit  in  himself  he 
was  not  jealous  of  the  appearance  of  merit  in  otherSp 
but  did  justice  to  their  characters  with  as  much 
pleasure  as  these  people  do  injury.  It  is  now  near 
two  years  smce  your  friendship  mduced  you  to  ac- 
quaint me  with  some  of  their  accusations.  I  guessed 
easUy  at  the  quarter  from  whence  they  came ;  but,  con- 
scious of  my  mnocence,  and  unwilling  to  disturb  pub- 
lic operations  by  private  resentment  or  contentions,  I 
passed  them  over  in  silence;  and  I  have  not,  tiH 
within  these  few  days,  taken  the  least  step  towards 
my  vindication.  Informed  that  the  practice  of  abumng 
me  continues,  and  that  some  heavy  charges  are  lately 
made  agamst  me,  respecting  my  conduct  in  the  trea^, 
written  from  Paris  and  propagated  among  you,  I  have 
demanded  of  all  my  colleagues  that  they  do  me  jus- 
tice, and  I  have  no  doubt  of  receiving  it  from  each  of 

*  Josiah  Quincy,  Junior. 


iSr.  77.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  11 

them.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  justify  myself 
to  you,  by  answering  the  calumnies  you  mentioned.  I 
knew  you  did  not  believe  them. 

It  was  improbable,  that  I  should  at  this  distance  com- 
bine with  anybody  to  urge  the  redemption  of  the  pa- 
per on  those  unjust  terms,  having  no  interest  in  such 
redemption.  It  was  impossible,  that  I  should  have 
traded  with  the  public  money,  since  I  had  not  traded 
with  any  money,  either  separately  or  joindy  with  any 
other  person,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  value  of  a 
shilling  since  my  being  in  France.  And  the  fishery, 
which  it  was  said  I  had  relinquished,  had  not  then 
come  in  question,  nor  had  I  ever  dropped  a  syllable 
to  that  purpose  in  word  or  writing;  but  was  always 
firm  in  this  principle,  that,  having  had  a  common  right 
with  the  English  to  the  fisheries  while  connected  with 
that  nation,  and  having  contributed  equally  with  our 
blood  and  treasure  in  conquering  what  had  been  gained 
from  the  French,  we  had  an  undoubted  right,  m 
breaking  up  our  partnership,  to  a  fair  division.  As  to 
the  two  charges  of  age  and  weakness,  I  must  confess 
the  first,  but  I  am  not  quite  so  clear  in  the  latter;  and 
perhaps  my  adversaries  may  find  that  they  presumed 
a  little  too  much  upon  it,  when  they  ventured  to  attack 
me. 

But  enough  of  these  petty  personalities.  I  quit  them 
to  rejoice  with  you,  in  the  peace  God  has  blest  us  with, 
and  in  the  prosperity  it  gives  us  a  prospect  of.  The 
definitive  treaty  was  signed  the  3d  instant.  We  are 
now  friends  with  England  and  with  all  mankind.  May 
we  never  see  another  war,  for  in  my  opinion  there  never 
was  a  good  war^  or  a  bad  peace.  Adieu,  and  believe 
me  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Fraxklin. 
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FROM  JOHN   ADAMS   TO   R.   FRASKLIN. 

Paris,  18  September,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter,  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  in 
which  you  say  you  have  received  a  letter  from  a  very 
respectable  person  m  America,  containing  the  foDowing 
words,  viz.  "  It  is  confidently  reported,  propagated,  and 
believed  by  some  among  us,  that  the  court  of  France 
was  at  the  bottom  agabst  our  obtaining  the  fishery 
and  territory  in  that  great  extent,  in  which  both  are 
secured  to  us  by  the  treaty ;  that  our  minister  at  that 
court  favored,  or  did  not  oppose  this  design  against  us, 
and  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  fiirmness,  sagaci- 
ty, and  disinterestedness  of  Mr.  Adams,  with  whom 
Mr.  Jay  united,  that  we  have  obtained  those  important 
advantages." 

It  b  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  upon  this 
subject,  more  than  to  quote  the  words  which  I  wrote 
in  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  and 
which  have  been  received  and  read  in  Congress,  viz. 
"As  soon  as  I  arrived  in  Paris,  I  waited  on  Mr.  Jay, 
and  learned  from  him  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
negotiation.  Nothing  that  has  happened,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  controversy  in  1761,  has  ever  struck 
me  more  forcibly  or  affected  me  more  intimately,  than 
that  entire  coincidence  of  principles  and  opinion  be- 
tween him  and  me.  In  about  three  days  I  went  out 
to  Passy,  and  spent  the  evening  with  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  entered  largely  into  conversation  with  him  upon 
the  course  and  present  state  of  our  foreign  affairs.  I 
told  him  my  opinbn  without  reserve  of  the  policy  of 
this  court,  and  of  the  principles,  wisdom,  and  firmness 
with  which  Mr.  Jay  had  conducted  the  negotiation  in 
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his  sickness  and  my  absence,  and  that  I  was  deter- 
mmed  to  support  Mr.  Jay  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 
in  pursuit  c^  diie  same  system.  The  Doctor  heard  me 
patiendy  and  said  nothing." 

"ITie  first  conference  we  had  afterwards  with  Mr. 
Oswald  in  considering  one  pdnt  and  another.  Dr. 
Frankim  turned  to  Mr.  Jay  and  said,  4  am  of  your 
opinion,  and  wiU  go  on  with  these  gentlemen  without 
consuhing  this  court'  He  has  accordingly  met  us  in 
most  oS  our  conferences,  and  has  gone  on  with  us  in 
entire  harmony  and  unanimity  throughout,  and  ha? 
been  able  and  useful,  both  by  his  sagacity  and  repu^ 
tatbn,  in  the  whole  negotiation."*  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  very  respectfiAy,  Sir, 

JoHif  Adams^ 


nOM   SIK  JOSEPH  BA17KS  TO   B.   rRAKKUlT. 

Balloons. 

Soho  Square,  18  September,  1788L 

Dear  Sir, 
The  havmg  it  m  my  power  to  answ^  with  precisk>n 
the  numerous  questions,  which  are  a^ed  me  by  aU 
sorts  of  people  concerning  the  aerostatic  experiment, 
which,  such  as  they  may  be,  are  suggested  by  every 
newspaper  now  printed  here,  and  considered  as  a  part 
of  my  duty  to  answer,  is  an  obligation  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  you,  and  an  obligation  of  no  small  extent 
I  lament  that  the  vacation  of  the  Royal  Society  will  not 
permit  me  to  lay  your  paper  before  them  as  a  body 

*  For  fbither  information  on  this  subject,  and  particularly  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  part  taken  by  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  negotiation  before  he 
was  joined  by  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Adams,  see  the  Morth  Amtriean  Rtvieuff 
for  January,  1830,  pp.  15  d  nq. 
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immediately;  but  it  shall  be  the  first  thmg  tbej 
when  we  meet  again,  as  the  conciseness  and  intelfi* 
gence,  with  which  it  is  drawn  up,  prednde  the  hopes 
of  any  thing  more  satisfactory  being  received. 

Most  agreeable  are  the  hopes  you  give  me  of  con- 
tinuing to  communicate  on  this  most  mteresting  sob- 
iect  I  consider  the  present  day,  which  has  opened 
a  road  into  the  sur,  as  an  epoch,  from  whence  a  rapid 
increase  of  the  stock  of  human  knowledge  must  take 
its  date;  and  that  it  wiU  have  an  immediate  eflfect 
upon  the  concerns  of  mankind,  greater  than  uiy  thing 
since  the  invention  of  shippmg,  which  opened  ow  way 
upon  the  face  of  the  water  from  land  to  land.  If  Ae 
rough  effort,  which  has  been  made,  admits  <rf  the  im- 
provement that  other  sciences  have  received,  we  shall 
see  it  used  as  a  counterpoise  to  absolute  gravi^,  and 
a  broad-wheeled  waggon  travelling  with  two  only, 
mstead  of  eight  horses,  the  breed  of  that  rival  animal 
m  course  being  diminished,  and  the  human  species 
mcreased  m  proportion. 

I  have  thought,  as  soon  as  I  return  from  my  pres- 
ent banishment,  of  constructing  one  and  sending  it 
up  for  the  purpose  of  an  electrical  kite,  a  use  to 
which  it  seems  particulariy  adapted.  Be  pleased  to 
dh-ect  your  favors  to  Soho  Square;  they  are  sent  to 
me  without  delay  wherever  I  am.  Believe  me,  your 
obliged,  &LC.  Joseph  Bahks. 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Relations  with  Morocco.  —  Portugal.  —  EngHsh 
Ministers. 

Fnatfj  18  September,  178a 

Sir, 

I  received,  a  few  days  since,  the  private  letter  your 
£xceUency  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  of  the 
13th  of  June.  I  regret  with  you  the  resignation  of 
the  kte  Secretary.  Your  present  cares  are  increased 
by  it,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  successor  oi 
equal  ability 

We  found  no  difficulty  in  deciphering  the  resolu^ 
tion  of  Congress.  The  Commissioners  have  taken  no 
notice  of  it  in  our  public  letter. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  botli  the  device  and  work- 
manship of  the  medal  are  approved  mth  you,  as  they 
have  the  good  fortune  to  be  by  the  best  judges  on 
this  side  of  the  water.  It  has  been  esteemed  a  well- 
timed,  as  well  as  a  well-merited,  complunent  here,  and 
has  its  good  effects.  Since  the  two  first  which  you 
mention  as  received,  I  have  sent  by  different  oppor- 
tunities so  many,  as  that  every  member  of  Congress 
might  have  one.  I  hope  they  are  come  safe  to  hand 
by  this  time.  I  wrote^a  long  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston 
by  Mr.  Barney,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  en^os- 
ing  a  cc^y. 

We  had,  before  signmg  the  definitive  treaty,  received 
the  ratification  of  the  preliminary  articles  by  his  Britanr 
jnic  Majesty,  exchanged  with  us  by  Mr.  Hartley  for 
that  of  the  Congress.  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
first  and  last  clauses. 

In  a  former  letter,  I  mentioned  the  volunteer  pro- 
ceedings of  a  merchant  at  Alicant,  towards  obtaining 
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a  treaty  between  us  and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 
We  have  since  received  a  letter  firom  a  person  who 
says,  as  you  v^^ill  see  by  the  copy  enclosed,  that  he  is 
sent  by  the  Emperor  to  be  the  bearer  of  his  aaswer 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  arrived  in  Spain 
on  his  way  to  Paris.  He  has  not  yet  appeared  here, 
and  we  hardly  know  what  answer  to  give  Vim.  I 
hope  the  sending  a  minister  to  that  court,  as  recom- 
mended in  my  last,  has  been  taken  into  consideratiooi^ 
or  at  least  that  some  instructions  respecting  that  na- 
tion have  been  sent  to  your  minister  in  Spain,  who  is 
better  situated  than  we  are  for  such  a  negotiation. 

The  minister  from  Denmark  often  speaks  to  me 
about  the  proposed  treaty,  of  which  a  copy  went  by 
Mr.  Barney.  No  commission  to  sign  it,  nor  any  in- 
structions from  Congress  relating  to  it,  are  yet  anrred ; 
and,  though  pressed,  I  have  not  ventured  to  do  any 
thing  further  in  the  affair. 

I  forward  herewith  a  letter  to  the  Congress  from 
the  city  of  Hamburg.*  I  understand  that  a  good  db* 
position  towards  us  prevails  there,  which  it  mqr  be 
well  to  encourage. 

No  answer  has  yet  been  given  me  from  the  coort 
of  Portugal,  respecting  the  plan  of  a  treaty  concerted 
between  its  ambassador  here  aad  me.  He  has  been 
unwell  and  much  in  the  country,  so  that  I  have  not 
seen  him  lately.  I  suspect  that  the  false  or  exagge- 
rated reports  of  the  distracted  situation  of  our  govern- 
ment, industriously  propagated  throughout  Eurqpe  by 
our  enemies,  have  made  an  impression  in  that  king- 
dom to  our  disadvantage,  and  inclined  them  to  hesi- 
tate in  forming  a  connexion  with  us.  Questions  asked 
me,  and  observations  made  by  several  of  the  foreign 

*  See  IHflUmciic  Ccrrespondenee^  VcL  IV.  p.  SS. 
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ministers  here,  convince  me,  that  the  idle  stories  of  our 
disunion,  contempt  of  authority,  refusal  to  pay  taxes, 
&C. ;  have  been  too  much  credited,  and  been  very  in- 
jurknui  to  our  reputatioii. 

I  sent  before  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  wrote  to  the 
Grand  Master  of  Malta,*  with  a  present  of  our  medal 
With  this  you  will  have  a  copy  o^  his  answer.  I  sBnd 
also  a  copy  of  a  note  I  received  from  the  Pofie^ 
Nuncio.t  He  is  very  civil  on  att  occasions,  and  has 
mentloiied  the  possibHity  of  an  advantageous  trade 
America  might  have  with  the  £cclesiastk:al  State, 
which  he  says  has  two  good  ports,  Civita  Vecdiiai 
mi  — ^^ — • 

:  This  court  continues  favorable  to  us.  Count  de 
Vergennes  was  resolute  m  refusing  to  sign  the  defin- 
ilive  trea^  with  Ekigland  before  ours  was  signed^  The 
^glish  ministers  were  ofiended,  but  complied.  I  am 
convinced  that  court  will  never  cease  endeavouring  to 
disunite  us.  We  shall,  I  hope,  be  constandy  on  our 
^wrd  against  those -machinations;  for  our  safety  con- 
sisls  in  a  dtetfdy  adherence  to  our  friends,  and  our 
reputation  in  a  faithful  regard  to  treaties^  and  in  a 
grateful  ecmduct  towards  our  benefactors. 

I  s^d  h^^with  sundry  memorials  recommended  to 
my  care  by  Count  de  Vergennes,  viz.  one  respecting 
ft  daim  of  Mesaeurs  Fosters,  of  Bordeaux,  one  of 
M.  Pequet,  and  one  of  M.  Bayard.  The  Congress 
wiH  take  such  notice  of  them  as  they  shall  think 
prop&t.  WiUi  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  £t& 

B.  FnAiTKLiir. 

•  fi^e  VoL  IX.  pp.  506, 527.  f  Ibid.  p.  548. 

▼Ol*  X.  3  B  * 


18  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  {Jtr.n. 

FROM   DAVID   HARTLEY   TO   B.  FRAITKUK. 

Concerning  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  EngUmi^ 

Bath,  34  September,  1783. 

Mt  dear  Frieih), 
I  am  at  present  at  Bath,  with  my  dearest  mter, 
whom  I  have  found  as  we]l  as  I  could  have  expected, 
and  I  hope  with  reasonable  prospect  of  recovery  in 
time.  I  have  seen  my  friends  in  the  ministry,  aad 
hope  things  will  go  on  well ;  with  them  I  am  sure  all 
is  right  and  firm.  The  chief  part  of  the  cabinet  min- 
bters  are  out  of  town ;  but  there  will  be  a  full  cabinet 
held  m  a  few  days,  in  which  a  specific  proposition,  in 
the  nature  of  a  temporary  convention,  wiQ  be  given  in 
instructions  to  me,  I  imagine  neariy  upon  the  ground 
of  my  memorial  of  May  19th,  1783,  which  I  defivenpd 
to  the  American  ministers,  viz.  "^American  ships  not 
to  bring  foreign  manufactures  into  Great  BritMn,  dot 
to  trade  direcdy  between  the  British  West  Indies  and 
Qreat  Britain  ;**  all  the  rest  to  be  as  before  the  war. 
I  expect  that  something  to  this  efiect  will  be  thdr 
determination  in  the  affair;  and,  if  it  should  be  so^  I 
shaU  hope  not  to  meet  with  difficulty  cm  your  parts. 
I  want  to  see  some  specific  beginning.  As  to  aatf 
further  proposition  respecting  the  trade  between -Great 
Britain  and  the  British  West  Indies,  I  doubt 
any  such  can  be  discussed  before  the  meeting  of 
iiament  I  wish  to  look  forward  not  only  to  the 
tinuation  of  peace  between  our  two  countries,  but  to 
the  improvement  of  reconciliation  mto  alliance;  and 
dierefore  I  wish  the  two  parties  to  be  disposed  to 
accommodate  each  other,  without  the  strict  account 
by  weights  and  scales,  as  between  aliens  and  'ftUangera^ 
actuated  towards  each  other  by  no  oth^  jHinciple  than 
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cold  and  equalizing  indifference.  Friendly  dispositions 
presumed  have  their  fairest  chance  of  being  realized; 
but,  if  we  should  set  out  presuming  against  them,  the 
good  which  might  have  ha^^ned  may  be  pie^eiited. 
Pray  remember  me  to  your  three  colleagues,  and  to 
all  fiiends.    Yours  ever  most  affectionately, 

D»  Hartuet. 

P.  S.    I  have  put  m  a  word  for  our  Quaker  artide, 
and  I  hope  with  some  impression. 


TO   THE   PRSSIDUNT   OF   COKGRESS. 

Enclosing  a  Copy  of  the  Definitwe  Treatff* 

Pasey,  37  September,  1781 

Sim 

Mr.  Thasd^,  late  secretary  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  is 
^charged  with  all  our  deq;>atches,  that  were  mtended  to 
go  by  the  French  packet  boat,  writes  torn  L'Orieat» 
that,  though  he  arrived  there  twp  days  befcn^  die 
time  appointed  for  her  ssdling,  he  missed  reaching  her 
by  four  hours;  but  anoth^  light  vessel  was  fitting, 
and  would  ssul  the  21st  instant,  in  which  he  hoped  to 
arrive  at  New  Yori^  nearly  as  soon  as  the  packet.  We 
shall  send  duplicates  by  the  next  from  hence. 

In  the  mean  time  I  enclose  a  printed  copy  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  which  I  hear  is  ratified.  Indeed,  we 
have  the  ratification  of  the  preliminaries. 

Mr.  Hartley,  when  he  left  us,  expected  to  return  in 
three  weeks,  in  cnxier  to  proceed  with  us  in  formiag 
a  treaty  of  commerce.  The  new  commission^  that  was 
JBtended  for  us,  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.  With  great 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  Sir,  &c 

B.  FaAVKUff. 


20  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [JBv«97. 


TO    SIR   EDWARD   NEWENHAM. 

Dungamwn  ResahUums.  —  Trade  between  Ireland 

America.  ^ 

PaMf,  3  October,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  your  very  kmd  letter  of  die 
16th  past  I  rejoice  sincerely  to  hear  of  your  tafe 
return  to  your  own  country,  family,  and  fiiends,  asd 
of  the  success  of  your  election. 

It  is  a  pleasing  reflection,  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation of  ojur  successful  struggle,  and  the  manly,  spir- 
ited, and  unanimous  resolves  at  Dungannon,  that  lib- 
erty, which  some  years  since  appeared  m  danger  of 
extinction,  is  now  regaining  the  ground  she  had  lost, 
diat  arbitrary  governments  are  likely  to  becomd  more 
mild  and  reasonable,  and  to  empire  by  degrees,  giring 
place  to  more  equitable  forms ;  one  of  the  effects  thb 
6f  the  art  of  printing,  which  diffuses  so  general  -a 
light,  augmenting  «with  the  growing  day,  aod  of  so 
penetrating  a  nature,  that  all  the  window-shutters,  whidi 
despotism  and  priestcraft  can  oppose  to  keep  it  out, 
prove  insufficient. 

«  In  answer  to  your  question,  respecting  what  Msjr 
be  necessary  to  fix  a  trade  between  Ireland  and  Amaf^ 
ica,  I  may  acquamt  you  between  ourselves,  that  there 
b  some  truth  m  the  report  you  may  have  heard,  Mf 
our  desiring  to  know  of  Mr.  Hartley  whether  be  ww 
empowered  or  instructed  to  include  Ireland  is  the 
treaty  of  commerce  proposed  to  us,  and  of  his  setti^ 
mg  for  instructions  on  that  head^which  never  amfeA. 
That  treaty  is  yet  open,  may  possibly  be  soon  resiisl^ 
ed;  and  it  seems  proper,  that  somethit^  shoukl  kfe 
contained  in  it  to  prevent  the  doubts  and  misunder- 
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standmgs  that  may  hereafter  arise  on  the  subject,  and 
secure  to  Irdand  the  same  advantages  m  trade  that 
England  may  obtam.  You  can  best  judge  whether 
some  law  or  resdution  of  your  Parliament  may  not  be 
of  use  towards  gaining  that  pomt 

My  grandson  joins  with  me  m  wishes  of  every  kind 
of  fdicity  for  you,  Lady  Newenham,  and  all  jfout 
amiable  &mily.  God  bless  you,  and  give  success  to 
your  constant  endeavours  for  the  welfare  of  your  coun- 
try. With  true  and  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  FnANKLiir. 


TO   THOMAS  BRAin>   HOLUS. 

Euhgimn  of  Thomas  HoUis. 

F^asj^  5  October,  1788L 

Sim, 
I  recttved  but  lately  (though  sent  in  June)  your 
most  valuable  present  of  the  Memoirs  of  Thomas  Hot^ 
fo,  who  was  truly,  as  you  describe  him  in  your  letter, 
'^a  good  cMzen  of  the  worid,  and  a  faithful  friend  of 
America.^  America,  too,  b  extremely  sensible  of  his 
benevolence  and  great  beneficence  towards  her,  and 
wffl  ever  revere  his  memory.  These  vdumes  are  a 
proof  of  ^nt  I  have  sometimes  had  occasion  to  say, 
in  encouragmg  people  to  undertake  difficult  pubUe 
services,  that  it  is  prodigious  the  quantity  of  good  that 
may  be  done  by  one  man,  if  he  wUl  make  a  business 
of  it.  It  is  equally  surprising  to  think  of  the  very  lit- 
tie  that  is  done  by  many;  for,  such  is  the  gene»^ 
fiivofity  of  employments  and  amusements  of  the  rank 
we  call  gentlemen,  diat  every  century  may  have  seen 
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three  successions  of  a  set  d*  a  thousand  each,  m  everjr 
kingdom  of  Europe,  (gentlemen  too,  of  equal  or  supe- 
rior fortime,)  no  one  of  which  sets,  in  the  course  of 
their  lives,  has  done  the  good  effected  by  this  man 
alone!  Good,  not  only  to  his  own  natiojD,  and  to  \m 
contempcn^es,  but  to  distant  countries,  and  to* -late 
posterity;  for  such  must  be  the  effect  d*  hb  muhi* 
plying  and  distributing  copies  of  the  works  of  our  best 
English  writers,  on  subjects  the  most  important  to  the 
welfare  of  society. 

I  knew  him  personally  but  little.  I  sometimen  met 
with  him  at  the  Royal  Society  and  the  Society  of 
Arts ;  but  he  appeared  shy  of  my  acquaintance,  though 
he  often  sent  me  valuable  presents,  such  as  Hamilton's 
Works,*  Sidney's  Works,  &c.,  which  are  now  among 
the  most  precious  ornaments  of  my  library.  We  might 
possibly,  if  we  had  been  more  intimate,  have  concert- 
ed some  useful  operations  together;  but  he  loved  to 
do  his  good  alone  and  secretly ;  and  I  find  bc^es,  in 
perusing  these  Memoirs,  that  I  was  a  doubtful  charac- 
ter with  him.  I  do  not  respect  him  less  for  Jiis  error,; 
and  I  am  obliged  to  the  editors  for  the  justice  ibfif 
have  done  me.  They  have  made  a  little  mistake  m 
page  400,  where  a  letter,  which  appeared  in  a  Lihi- 
don  paper,  January  7th,  1768,  is  said  to  have  be^ 
written  by  Mr.  Adams.  It  was  written  by  me,  an4  V 
reprinted  in  Mr.  Vaughan's  CoUectbn  of  my  Politiical 
Pieces,  p.  231.  This  erratum  is  of  no  great  impqcv 
tance,  but  may  be  corrected  m  a  future  editk)n« 

I  see  Mr.  Hollis  had  a  collection  of  curious  medals. 


^  There  is  here  probably  a  fault  of  memoiy  in  regard  to  the 
of  the  author ;  or  perhaps  an  error  of  the  press.  The  work  alluded  1^ 
may  have  been  **  Toland*8  Life  of  MOton,"  an  elegant  edition  of  wbidi 
was  published  by  Thomas  Hollis. 
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If  be  bad  been  still  living,  I  sbould  certainly  have 
sent  bim  one  of  tbe  medals  tbat  I  bave  caused  to 
be  struck  bere.  I  tbink  tbe  countenance  of  my  lAlh 
trty  would  bave  pleased  bim.  I  suppose  you  possess 
tbe  collection,  and  bave  tbe  same  taste.  I  b^  you 
tberefore  to  accept  of  one  of  tbese  medals  as  a  maik 
of  my  respect,  and  believe  me  to  be,  witb  sincere 
esteem,  &c.  B.  Frakkuk. 


FROM   THE   COUNT  DE   BRUHL  TO  B.   FRANKLIN.* 

Petworth,  10  October,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  was  very  mucb  flattered  witb  tbe  letter  I  bad  tbe 

pleasure  to  receive  from  your  Excellency  by  means 

(^  tbe  ingenious  M.  de  KempePs  arrival  in  this  ooun- 

try.t    Tbe  favorable  opmion  you  entertain  of  bis  tal- 

*  Count  de  Bruhl  was  the  minister  of  the  Elector  of  S&xony  to  the 
court  of  GreiLt  Britain. 

f  Kempel,  the  celebrated  inventor  of  the  AuitmaUm  Chtn-pUx^^  wm 
introduced  to  Dr.  Franklin  by  letters  from  Vienna.  M.  Valltravers  wrote 
to  him  ;  **  The  occasion  of  this  letter  is  furnished  me  by  a  very  ingrenioufl 
gentleman,  M.  Kempel,  counseUor  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  finances  for 
the  kingdom  of  Hungary,  who,  on  a  furlough  obtained  for  two  years,  if 
ready  to  set  out  for  Paris,  Brussels,  and  England,  attended  by  his  whole 
fiimily,  his  lady,  two  sons,  and  two  daughters ;  not  only  to  satisfy  his  own 
curiosity,  but  also  in  a  great  measure  that  of  the  public.  Endowed  with 
a  peculiar  taste  and  genius  for  mechanical  inventions  and  improvements, 
for  which  he  sees  no  manner  of  encouragement  in  these  parts,  he  means 
to  impart  several  of  his  most  important  discoveries  and  experiments 
wherever  they  shall  be  best  received  and  rewarded.  As  an  amusing 
specimen  of  his  skill  in  mechanics,  and  as  a  means  at  the  same  time  of 
supporting  his  travelling  charges,  he  intends  to  exhibit  the  figure  of  a 
Turk  playing  at  chess  with  any  player ;  and  answering,  by  pointing  at 
the  letters  of  an  alphabet,  any  question  made  to  him.  T  saw  him  play 
twice  without  discovering  his  intelligent  director  anywhere  in  or  about 
him.  If  there  were  nothing  but  the  organization  of  his  arm,  hand,  and 
fingers,  besides  the  motions  of  his  head,  that  alone  would  entitle  him 
to  no  small  admiration. 

''Besides  his  chess-player,  M.  Kempel  has  amused  hunself  with  form- 


24  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [JBr.lT. 

ents  is  alone  sufficient  to  convince  me  of  th^  extent 
and  usefubess.  I  cannot  find  words  to  express  the 
gratitude  I  feel  for  the  honor  of  your  remembranoei 
I  shall,  therefore,  only  beg  leare  to  assure  you,  that  k 
will  be  the  pride  of  my  life  to  have  been  noticed  bj 
oae  of  the  most  distinguished  charact^is  of  the  age^ 
and  I  shall  endeavour,  upon  all  occasions,  to  contifl>ate 
my  small  mite  of  admiration  to  the  universal  applause^ 
which  your  eminent  qualities,  as  a  philosopher  and  a 
politician,  are  so  well  entitled  to.  I  have  the  hcmor 
to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  &c 

The  Count  de  Bruhl. 


VDg  the  fifirnre  of  a  child,  uttering  the  fint  aiticolftte  sounds  of  efeeo- 
tion.  Of  these  I  have  heard  it  pronounce  distincUy  upwards  oi  tfaii^ 
words  and  phrases.  There  remain  but  five  or  six  letters  of  the  alptMh 
bet,  the  expression  of  which  he  intends  to  complete  at  Paris.** —  Ffmrntif 
il^eem&er  24M,  178a 

Chess  was  a  favorite  amusement  with  Dr.  Franklin,  and  one  of  hie 
best  papers  is  written  on  that  subject  See  VoL  II.  p.  187.  He  was 
pleased  with  the  performance  of  the  automaton.  In  a  short  letter,  eoon 
after  his  arrival  in  Paris,  M.  Kempel  said  to  him;  **If  I  have  nol^  im- 
mediately on  my  return  from  Versailles,  renewed  my  request,  that  yon 
win  be  present  at  a  representation  of  my  automaton  chess-player,  it  was 
only  to  gain  a  few  days  in  which  I  might  make  some  progress  in  another 
very  interesting  machine,  upon  which  I  have  been  employed,  and  whkH 
I  wish  you  to  see  at  the  same  time.**  This  machine  was  probabfy  the 
speaking  figure  mentioned  by  Mr.  Valltravers. 

The  inventor's  name  occurs  with  a  various  orthography,  as 
Ken^fUy  Ktmplf  but  his  autograph  is  Ktmpel. 
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FROM   SAMUEL   COOPER  TO   B.    FRAJTKUK. 

hupost  of  Five  per  Cent  agreed  to  by  the  Legidature 
of  Masaachusetts. 

Boston,  16  Ootober,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  consul  genersd  ol  France  kindly  informing  me, 
that  a  Tcssel  was  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Brest,  I 
have  only  a  moment  to  inform  you,  that  the  House  c^ 
Representatives  for  thb  State  have  this  moment  passed 
an  act  ibr  a  duty  c^  five  per  cent,  on  aU  goods  hn- 
ported,  for  paying  the  interest  of  our  national  debt,  ac- 
cording to  the  requisition  of  Congress.  This  measure 
has  met  with  uncommon  opposition  here.  Congress 
havmg  voted  to  the  officers  of  the  army  five  years' 
whole  pay  after  the  war,  instead  of  half-pay  for  life,  a 
great  popular  disgust  took  place  in  the  New  Englsmd 
States.  At  the  beginnmg  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Qeneral  Court,  a  great  majority  of  the  Lower  House 
were  warmly  determmed  s^amst  granting  the  impost 
to  Congress,  knowing  that  part  of  it  would  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  officers.  Near  forty  towns  in 
this  State  had  expressly  instructed  their  representa- 
tives against  such  an  impost.  The  Senate,  however, 
judging  more  wisely,  were  almost  unanimous  in  favcn- 
of  it  Both  Houses  remained  firm  in  their  opinion, 
and  it  was  concluded  nothing  could  be  done  on  this 
business,  at  least  in  the  present  sessbn. 

At  this  juncture,  the  Governor,  who  had  bef(»e,  in 
his  speech  to  both  Houses  at  the  meeting  of  the 
CoiHt,  endeavoured  to  impress  them  with  the  impor- 
tance o{  supporting  public  credit,  made  a  second  ad- 
dress to  tiiem,  of  the  same  import  It  produced  a 
conference  between  both  Houses,  and  the  ejQTect  of 
aU  has  been  a  decision  in  the  House  of  Representa- 

YOL.  X.  4  c 
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tives  in  favor  of  the  impost  The  Senate  wiD  no 
doubt  concur,  and  the  Governor  will  give  his  consent 
immediately.  The  struggle  has  been  hard;  seventy- 
five  against  sixty-eight.  I  hope  the  other  States  will 
come  into  the  same  measure,  and  lay  a  foundation  for 
the  support  of  our  national  credit. 

We  have  yet  no  account  of  the  cwiclusion  of  the 
definitive  treaty.  The  vessel  waiting  for  this  letter,  I 
have  only  time  to  subscribe  myself  most  respectfully 
and  affectionately  yours, 

Samcel  Coopsk. 


TO   DAVID   HARTLEY. 

Passy,  16  October,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  have  nothing  material  to  write  to  you  respectbg 
public  affairs;  but  I  cannot  let  Mr.  Adams,  who  wiD 
see  you,  go  without  a  line  to  inquh^  after  your  wel- 
fare, to  inform  you  of  mine,  and  assure  you  of  my 
constant  respect  and  attachment. 

I  think  with  you,  that  your  Quaker  article  is  a  good 
one,  and  that  men  will  in  time  have  sense  enough  to 
adopt  it,  but  I  fear  that  time  is  not  yet  come. 

What  would  you  think  of  a  proposition,  if  I  shoald 
make  it,  of  a  compact  between  England,  FVance,  and 
America?  America  would  be  as  happy  as  the  Sabine 
girls,  if  she  could  be  the  means  of  uniting  m  per- 
petual peace  her  father  and  her  husband.  What  re- 
peated follies  are  those  repeated  wars!  You  do  not 
want  to  conquer  and  govern  one  another.  Why  then 
should  you  be  contmually  employed  in  injuring  and 
destroying  one  another?  How  many  excdlent  things 
might  have  been  done  to  promote  the  internal  welfare 
of  each  country ;  what  bridges,  roads,  canals,  and  other 
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useful  public  wch^^s  and  instUudons^  tending  to  the 
common  felicity,  might  have  been  made  and  estab- 
lished with  the  money  and  men  foolishly  spent  during 
the  last  seven  centuries  by  our  mad  wars  in  domg  one 
another  mischief!  You  are  near  neighbours,  and  each 
have  very  respectable  qualities.  Learn  to  be  quiet  and 
to  respect  each  other's  rights.  You  are  all  Christians. 
One  is  The  Most  Christian  SSngj  and  the  other  De- 
fender^  of  the  Faith.  Manifest  the  propriety  of  these 
titles  by  your  future  conduct.  "  By  this,"  says  Christ, 
<<  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye 
love  one  another.^'  ^^  Seek  peace,  and  ensue  it."  Adieu. 
Yours,  &c. 

B.  FnAifKuir. 


TO  DAVID   HARTLEY. 

Pas^,  23  October,  1783. 

I  received  my  dear  friend's  kind  letter  of  the  4th 
instant  from  Bath  with  your  proposed  temporary  con- 
vention, which  you  desire  me  to  show  to  my  colleagues. 
They  are  both  by  this  time«in  London,  where  you 
will  undoubtedly  see  and  converse  with  them  on  the 
subject.  The  apprehension  you  mention,  that  the  ce- 
ment of  the  confederation  may  be  annihilated,  &C., 
has  not,  I  think,  any  foundation.  There  is  sense 
enough  in  America  to  take  care  of  their  own  china 
vase.  I  see  much  in  your  papers  about  our  divisions 
and  distractions,  but  I  hear  little  of  them  from  Amer- 
ica ;  and  I  know  that  most  of  the  letters,  said  to  come 
from  there  with  such  accounts,  are  mere  London  fic- 
tkms.  I  will  consider  attentively  the  proposition  above 
mentioned,  against  the  return  of  my  colleagues,  when 
I  hope  our  commission  will  have  arrived. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  your  dear  sister's  recovery 
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advances^  and  that  your  brother  is  weQ.  Please  to 
present  my  affectionate  respects  to  them,  and  b^eve 
me  ever  yours,  &c. 

B.  Franklut. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Financial  Difficulties  of  France.  —  Sweden,  Demmark^ 
Portugal 

Paasy,  1  NoTeoibery  1788L 

Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  last,  which  went  by  the 
English  packet.  I  heard  after  I  wrote  it,  that,  the 
French  packet  putting  back  by  contrary  wmds,  Mr. 
Thaxter  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  on  board  her, 
and  that  she  sailed  the  26th  of  September. 

The  mentioned  new  commission  is  not  yet  come  to 
hand.  Mr.  Hailley  is  not  returned,  and  I  hear  will 
stay  for  the  meeting  of  Pariiament,  which  is  to  be  the 
11th  instant,  and  he  will  not  come  hith^  t31  the  fe* 
cess  for  the  Christmas  holidays.  Mr.  Jay  went  to 
England  about  three  weeks  since  on  some  personil 
affairs ;  and  Mr.  Adams  followed  last  week  to  see  that 
country,  and  take  some  exercbe  during  thb  vacanqr 
of  business. 

This  court  is  now  at  Fontainebleau,  but  w31  return  to 
Versailles  m  a  few  days.  Its  good  disposition  towards 
us  continues.  The  late  failure  of  payment  in  the  Caiase 
d^Escompte,  an  institution  similar  to  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land,  occasioned  partly  by  its  having  gc»e  too  fin*  in 
assisting  the  govemmeiit  with  money,  and  the  inabiS- 
ty  of  the  government  to  support  their  erectit,  though 
extremely  desirous  of  doing  it,  is  a  fresh  proof  Ait 
our  not  obtaining  a  further  ban  was  not  occaskmed 
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by  waat  di  good  will  to  assist  us»  as  some  have 
unjusdy  supposed,  but  by  a  real  want  of  the  means. 
Money  is  at  present  unaccountably  scarce  here ;  what 
is  anrived  and  expected  in  Spain  since  the  peace,  it 
is  thought,  will  set  things  right  The  government  has 
proposed  a  second  lottery  for  this  year,  by  which  they 
boiTOW  twenty-four  millions,  and  it  is  filled  readily. 
This  helps,  and  the  Caisse  d'Escompte  goes  on  again 
with  its  operations ;  but  it  is  said  the  interest  paid  by 
the  lottery  plan  is  nearly  seven  per  cent 

I  have  received  the  duplicates  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  15th  of  July,  to  the  Commissioners,  which 
is  very  satisfactory,  though  it  came  to  hand  but  lately. 
The  first,  sent  vid  New  York,  has  not  yet  appeared  I 
have  sent  copies  of  it  to  the  Hague  and  Madrid.  The 
substance  is  published  in  several  papers. 

I  have  acquainted  the  minister  of  Sweden,  that  I 
have  received  the  ratification  of  the  treaty ;  and  he  has 
written  to  me,  that  he  shall  be  in  town  in  a  few  days, 
when  he  will  make  the  exchange.  The  conclusion  of 
the  Danish  treaty  waits  only  for  the  commission  and  in- 
structions from  Congress.  The  ambassador  of  Portu- 
gal informed  me  lately,  that  his  court  had  our  pro- 
posed plan  under  consideration,  and  that  we  should 
soon  hear  fiom  them.  I  sent  it  to  Congress  by  Bar- 
ney, and  hear  the  ship  is  arrived.  A  commission  and 
iostructions  will  be  wantmg  for  that  also,  shoukl  the 
Congress  be  disposed  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  that 
nation. 

I  see  by  the  public  prints  that  the  Congress  have 
ratified  the  contract  I  made  with  the  minister  here, 
respecting  the  loans  and  aids  we  had  received;  but 
the  ratification  itself,  though  directed  to  be  sent  me, 
has  never  come  to  hand,  and  I  am  often  asked  for  it 
I  b^  it  may  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportunity. 
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There  has  been  with  me  lately  M.  Pierre  da  Oelvet» 
a  merchant  of  Montreal,  who^  when  cm  army  was  m 
Oanada,  furnished  our  generals  and  oflSoers  ^Nidi  muuy 
things  they  wanted,  tddng  their  receipts  and  promis- 
sory notes  for  payment ;  and,  when  the  l&gfish  repos- 
sessed the  country,  he  was  imprisoned,  and  1^  estate 
seized,  on  account  of  the  services  he  bad  rendered 
us.  He  has  shown  me  the  originals  of  Us  papers, 
which  I  think  are  genuine.  He  produced  abo  a  quan- 
tity of  Congress  paper,  which  he  says  he  received  fai 
payment  for  some  of  the  supplies,  and  which  a{^)ear- 
ed  to  me  of  our  first  emissions,  and  yet  all  fi'esh  and 
dean,  as  havbg  passed  through  no  oAer  hands. 
When  he  was  disdiarged  from  prison,  he  could  sot 
obtain  permission  to  go  mto  the  United  States  to  daitt 
the  debt,  but  was  afiowed  to  go  to  England;  smI 
fixHn  thence  he  came  hithar  to  solidt  payment  from 
me.  Havmg  no  authority  to  meddle  with  sudb  debts, 
and  tibe  sum  being  considerable,  I  refused,  and  admed 
him  to  take  passage  for  America,  and  xnske  his  sppK- 
catkm  to  Gcmgress.  He  said  he  was  grown  oki,  mvdi 
broken  and  weakened  by  near  three  years'  imprisoii- 
ment,  and  that  the  voyage  from  Canada  to  Lond<m  had 
like  to  have  been  too  much  for  him,  he  being  ack  afl 
the  way ;  so  that  he  could  not  thmk  of  another,  thmigh 
distressed  for  want  of  his  money.  He  appears  an 
lionest  man,  and  his  case  a  hard  one.  I  have  thero- 
fore  undertaken  to  forward  his  papers,  and  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  them  to  the  sp^y  consideration  of 
Congress,  to  whom  I  request  you  woukl  be  pleased  to 
present  ny  dutiful  respects,  and  assure  thrai  of  my 
most  faithM  servkes.    TVlth  great  esteem  and  regmd^ 


At.  770  COERESPONBBNCe.  81 

raOM   QIACOMO  F.   CBOCCO  TO    B.   mASKUN. 

Cadiz,  35  November,  1788L 

Sir, 

On  the  15di  of  July  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  acquaint 
your  Excellency  of  my  arrival  m  Europe,  and  that  I 
was  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  M(»oc- 
co,  bearer  of  the  answer  to  the  Congress,  Sovere^ 
of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  North  Amarica,  and 
that,  according  to  my  instructions,  I  was  to  meet  at 
Paris  the  ambassador,  that  wcmld  be  appointed  by  the 
Congress,  to  sign  at  the  Court  of  Morocco  the  treaty 
of  peace  and  commerce,  agreeably  to  the  proposals 
made  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  by  Robert  Montgomery, 
in  hb  letter  dated  at  Alicant,  the  4th  €i  January,  1788. 
Since  I  have  been  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  where  I 
had  some  commissicms  from  the  Emperor,  and:  to  see 
the  execution  of  them,  I  came  to  diis  place,  from  whence 
I  intend  to  embark  m  three  or  four  months  for  Barba- 
ly,  unless  m  die  mean  time  I  should  receive  an  answer 
from  your  Excellency,  with  cmlers,  that  Mr.  Richard 
Harrison  Aauid  give  me  for  my  travelling  chai^ges  fif- 
teen hundred  hard  dollars,  although  the  courts  of  Eu- 
rope are  accustomed  to  albw  the  ministers  of  my  mas- 
ter at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  sterling  p^  day,  while 
liiey  are  in  Europe,  to  defray  their  expenses,  besides 
presents  for  their  good  offices  in  those  important  affairs. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  at  my 
solicitation  to  agree,  at  the  request  of  Coii^ress,  to  grant 
ifaem  a  treaty  of  peace  (whidi  other  powers  m  Europe 
emild  not  obtain  but  after  many  years),  and  my  return, 
witliaQt  the  fidl  execution  ol  his  commands,  I  apjxe- 
liend  nny  for  ever  indispose  him  against  the  United 
Ftovinces.    I  remain  most  truly,  Sir,  &c. 

GlAOOMO  F.  Croco€. 
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FROM   SIR  JOSEPH  BANKS  TO  B.   FRANKUir. 

Ascent  of  a  Balloon. 

Soho  Sqaare,  96  Novomber,  1983. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  in  truth  much  mdebted  to  you  for  the  favor 
you  have  done  me*  in  transmitting  the  copy  of  the 
procia  verbal  on  Montgolfier's  experiment,  which  I 
have  this  moment  received.  The  experiment  becomes 
now  interestmg  in  no  small  degree.  I  laughed  when 
balloons,  of  scarce  more  importance  than  soap  bubble^ 
occupied  the  attention  of  France ;  but  when  men  can 
with  safety  pass  and  do  pass  more  than  five  miles  in 
the  first  experiment,  I  begin  to  fancy  that  I  espy  the 
hand  of  the  master  in  the  education  of  the  infant  of 
knowledge,  which  so  speedily  attams  such  a  degree  of 
maturity,  and  do  not  scruple  to  guess  that  my  dd  biead^ 
who  used  to  assist  me  when  I  was  younger,  has  had 
some  share  in  the  success  of  this  enterprise. 

On  Tuesday  last  a  miserable  taffeta  baUoon  was  let 
loose  here  under  the  direction  of  a  Mr.  Zambeccari,  an 
Italian  nobleman,  as  I  hear.  It  was  ten  feet  in  diameter, 
and  filled  with  inflammable  air  made  from  the  filings  of 
iron  and  vitriolic  acid.  The  silk  was  oiled,  the  seams 
covered  with  tar,  and  the  outside  gOt  It  had  ben 
shown  for  several  days  floating  about  in  a  public  rocm^ 
at  a  shilling  for  the  sight,  and  half  a  crown  for  the 
admission  when  it  should  be  let  loose. 

The  day  was  fine ;  the  wind  a  gentle  breeze  fitm 
the  north.  At  a  few  minutes  after  one  o'clock  it  set 
out,  and  before  night  fell  at  a  small  vHlage  near  I^Bt-* 
worth  in  Sussex,  havmg  run  over  about  forty-eight  mikis 
of  country.  The  coimtryman,  who  first  saw  it,  ob- 
s^red  it  m  its  descent    It  appeared  at  first  small,  and. 
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increa^g  fast,  surprised  him  so  much  that  he  ran 
away.  He  returned,  howeyer,  and  found  it  burst  by 
the  expansion  of  the  contamed  fluid. 

I  wish  I  had  somewhat  more  interestbg  to  tell  you 
of,  but  I  am  this  moment  risen  from  the  dinner,  which 
I  annually  give  to  the  auditors  ol  the  treasurer^)  ac* 
count  I  would  not  delay  my  thanks  to  you,  and  I 
trust  you  will  make  some  allowance  for  the  effects  of 
the  festivities  of  the  day,  which  have,  I  fear,  crs^ped 
my  accuracy ;  but  I  can  assure  you  ^y  have  not  di- 
mini^ed  the  real  gratitude,  with  which  I  declare  my- 
self your  obliged  and  &i&ful  servant, 

JosxPH  Bamkm. 


TO  WTLULAU   CARMICHAXL. 

JPrap^ud  JVeatg  with  Mnwec^ 

PaMy,  15  Deceniber,  17BL 
Mt  BXA&  FusirB^ 

I  am  mttch  ooncemed  to  £od  by  yoor  letter  to  my 
grandson,  that  you  are  hurt  by  my  long  silence,  and 
that  you  ascribe  it  to  a  supposed  diminutkm  of  my 
fiienddiip.  Believe  me,  that  is  by  no  means  the  case ; 
but  I  am  too  much  harassed  by  a  variety  of  corre- 
jpondeace,  together  with  gout  and  gravel,  which  induce 
me  to  postpone  doing  what  I  often  fully  mtend  to  do^ 
wad  particulariy  writing,  where  the  urgent  necessity  of 
husiness  does  not  seem  to  require  its  being  done  im- 
mediately, my  sitting  too  much  at  the  desk  having  al- 
jvady  almost  kSled  me ;  besades,  since  Mr.  Jay's  resi- 
d^ice  here,  I  imagined  he  might  keep  you  fully  infonai- 
ed  of  what  was  material  for  you  to  know ;  and  I  beg  you 
to  be  assured  of  my  constant  and  ancere  esteem  and 
affectioiL 

VOL.  X.  5 
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I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  been  informed,  that 
a  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  lives  at  Alicant,  took  V!jpon  him- 
self (for  I  think  he  had  no  authority)  to  make  over- 
tures last  winter,  in  behalf  of  our  States,  towards  a^ 
treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  In  consequence 
of  his  proceedmgs  I  received  a  letter  in  August  from 
a  person,  who  acquainted  me,  that  he  was  arrived  in 
Spam  by  the  Emperor's  order,  and  was  to  come  to 
PariS;  there  to  receive  and  conduct  to  Morocco  the 
minister  of  Congress  appomted  to  make  that  treaty, 
intimating  at  the  same  time  an  expectation  oi  money 
to  defray  his  expenses.  I  communicated  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Jay.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Montgomery  appeared 
to  us  very  extraordinary  and  irregular;  and  the  idea 
of  a  messenger  from  Morocco  coming  to  Paris  to  me^ 
and  conduct  a  minister  of  Congress,  appearing  absurd 
and  extravagant,  as  well  as  the  demand  of  money  by 
a  person  unknown,  I  made  no  answa*  to  the  tetta:; 
and  I  know  not  whether  Mr.  Jay  made  any  to  Mr. 
Montgomery,  who  wrote  about  the  same  time.  But  I 
have  lately  received  another  letter  from  the  same  per- 
son, a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  together  with  my  aa* 
swer  open  for  your  perusal,  and  it  is  submitted  to  yovr 
discretion  whether  to  forward  it  or  not.  The  Mr. 
Crocco^  wBo  writes  to  me,  having  been»  as  he  says, 
at  Madrid,  you  possibly  may  know  more  of  him  than 
I  can,  and  judge  whether  he  is  really  a  person  in  credit 
with  the  Emperor,  and  sent  as  he  jH^tends  to  b^  or 
not  rather  an  Eacrocj  as  the  Frendi  call  cheats  and 
impostors. 

I  would  not  be  wantmg  in  any  thing  proper  for  me 
to  do  towards  keeping  that  Prince  in  good  humor  with 
us,  till  the  pleasure  of  Congress  is  known,  and  there- 
fore would  answer  Mr.  Crocco,  if  he  be  in  his  en^ploy ; 
but  am  loth  to  comihit  myself  m  correspondenoe  viMi 
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a  fripoH.  It  wffl  be  strange,  i^  being  at  Madrid,  he 
did  not  address  himself  to  you.  With  great  and  unal- 
terable regard,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most 
affectimiately, 

B«  FRANSJiiir. 


TO  OIACOMO  FRAKCESCO   CROOOO. 

Paris^  15  December,  178S. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honcn- 
of  writing  to  me  the  2dth  past  I  did  indeed  receive 
your  former  letter  of  July,  but,  being  totally  a  stranger 
to  the  mentioned  proceedings  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  and 
hatiiig  no  orders  from  Congress  on  the  subject,  I  knew 
not  how  to  ^ve  you  any  satisfactory  answer,  till  I 
should  receive  further  information ;  and  I  communicated 
your  lett^  to  Mr.  Jay,  minister  of  the  United  States 
for  Spam,  in  whose  district  Mr.  Montgomery  is,  and 
who  is  more  at  hand  than  I  am  for  commencing  that 
n^otiation. 

Mr.  Jay,  who  is  at  present  in  England,  has  possibly 
written  to  yoti,  though  his  letter  may  have  miscarried, 
to  acquaint  you,  that  Mr.  Montgomery  had  probably 
no  authority  fit>m  Congress  to  take  the  step  he  has 
done,  and  that  it  was  not  likely,  that  they,  desiring  to 
make  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor,  would  think  of  putting 
his  Majesty  to  the  trouble  of  sending  a  person  to  Paris 
to  receive  and  conduct  their  minister,  since  they  have 
ships,  and  could  easily  land  him  at  Cadiz,  or  present 
him  at  one  of  the  Emperor's  ports.  We  have,  how- 
ever, written  to  Congress,  acquainting  them  with  what 
we  had  been  informed  of,  the  good  and  favorable  dis- 
position of  his  Imperial  Majesty  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  States;  and 
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we  have  no  doubt  but  that»  as  soon  as  their  affidrs  are 
a  little  settled,  which,  by  so  severe  a  war  carried  on  in 
the  bowels  of  their  country  by  one  of  the  most  power* 
ful  nations  of  Europe,  have  necessarily  been  much  de* 
ranged,  they  will  readily  manifest  equally  good  dispa^ 
sitions,  and  take  all  the  proper  steps  to  cultivate  and 
secure  the  friendship  of  a  monarch,  whose  character  I 
know  they  have  long  esteemed  and  respected.  I  am. 
Sir,  &LC.  B.  FRAKKLur. 


TO  THE   PRt:sn>£NT    OF   COITGRESS. 

Jbnerican  Commissianers.  —  Signing  of  the  Definitive 
Treaties.  —  British  Court  —  Jmerican  ConstUutiane 
published  in  the  French  Language.  —  Treatiu  %mih 
European  Powers.  —  Paul  Jones. 

PtMy,  SS  D^onOm,  17B8L 

Sir,  * 

Not  having  heard  of  the  aj^omtment  of  a  new  sec- 
retary for  foreign  affairs,  I  take  the  liberty  of  address- 
ing this  despatch  directly  to  your  Excellency,  I  re- 
ceived by  Captain  Barney  a  letter  from  the  late  Presi- 
dent, directed  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  November 
the  1st,  with  a  set  of  instructions,  dated  the  29th  of 
October,  a  resolution  of  the  same  date' respecting  Ham- 
burg, and  another  of  the  1st  (^  November,  rdatmg  to 
Captain  Paul  Jones,  all  which  will  be  duly  r^arded. 

Captam  Jones,  m  passmg  through  England,  commu- 
nicated these  papers  to  Mr.  Adams,  then  at  Londoik 
Mr.  Adams,  disappointed  in  not  findmg  among  tbm 
the  commission  we  had  been  made  to  expect,  empow- 
ering us  to  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Enghnd» 
wrote  to  me,  that  he  imagined  it  might  be  contained  m 
a  packet  that  was  directed  to  me,  and  requested  to 
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be  inunediately  informed ;  adding,  that,  in  case  no  such 
commission  was  come,  be  should  depart  directly  for 
Holland ;  so  I  suppose  he  is  now  there.  Mr.  Laurens 
is  gone  to  England,  with  an  intention  of  embarking 
soon  for  America.  Mr.  Jay  is  at  Bath,  but  expected 
h^e  daily.  The  English  ministers,  the  Duke  of  Man- 
chester and  Mr.  Hardey,  are  both  at  present  in  Par- 
liament As  soon  as  either  of  them  returns,  we  shall 
endeavour  to  obtain  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty, 
explaining  that  mentioned  in  the  instructions. 

The  affairs  of  Ireland  are  still  unsettled.  The  Par- 
liament and  Ycdunteers  are  at  vanance;  the  latter  are 
uneasy,  that^  in  the  late  negotiations  for  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  England  and  America,  the  British  mm- 
isters  had  made  no  mention  of  Ireland,  and  they  seem 
to  desire  a  separate  treaty  of  commerce  between  Amer- 
ica and  that  kingdom. 

It  was  certainly  disagreeable  to  the  English  ministers, 
that  all  their  treaties  for  peace  were  carried  on  under 
the  eye  of  the  French  court.  This  began  to  appear 
towards  the  conclusion,  when  Mr.  Hardey  refused  going 
to  Verssulles,  to  sign  there  with  the  other  powers  our 
definitive  treaty,  and  msisted  on  its  being  done  at  Paris, 
which  we  in  good  humor  complied  with,  but  at  an  ear- 
lier hour,  that  we  might  have  time  to  acquamt  Count 
de  Vergennes  before  he  was  to  sign  with  the  Duke 
oS  Manchester. 

The  Dutch  definidve  treaty  was  not  then  ready,  and 
the  British  court  now  insists  on  finishing  it  either  at 
London  or  the  Hague.  If,  therefore,  the  commission 
to  us,  which  has  been  so  long  delayed,  is  still  intended, 
perhaps  it  will  be  well  to  instruct  us  to  treat  either 
hen  or  at  London,  as  we  may  find  most  convenient. 

The  treaty  may  be  conducted,  even  there,  in  qon- 
cert  and  in  the  confidence  of  communicatbn  with  the 

YOL.  X.  D 
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ministers  of  our  friends,  whose  advice  may  be  of  use 
to  us. 

With  respect  to  the  British  court,  we  should,  I  thmk, 
be  constantly  upon  our  guard,  and  impress  strongly 
upon  our  minds,  that,  though  it  has  made  peace  with 
us,  it  is  not  in  truth  reconciled  either  to  us,  or  to  its 
loss  of  us,  but  still  flatters  itself  with  hopes,  that  some 
change  m  the  aflfairs  of  Europe,  or  some  disunion  among 
ourselves,  may  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  recovering 
their  dominion,  punishing  those  who  have  most  offend- 
ed, and  securing  our  future  dependence.  It  is  easy 
to  see  by  the  general  turn  of  the  ministerial  newspa- 
pers (light  things,  indeed,  as  straws  and  feathers,  but 
like  them  they  show  which  way  the  wind  blows),  and 
by  the  malignant  improvement  their  ministers  make, 
in  aD  the  foreign  courts,  of  every  little  accident  or  dis- 
sension among  us,  the  riot  of  a  few  soldiers  at  Phih- 
delphia,  the  resolves  of  some  town  meetings,  the  re- 
luctance to  pay  taxes,  &c.,  all  which  are  exaggerated, 
to  represent  our  government  as  so  many  anarchies,  of 
which  the  people  themselves  are  weary,  and  the  Con- 
gress as  having  lost  its  influence,  being  no  longer  re- 
spected ;  I  say  it  is  easy  to  see  from  this  conduct,  that 
they  bear  us  no  good  will,  and  that  they  wish  the 
reality  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  imagine.  They 
have,  too,  a  numerous  royal  progeny  to  proidde  for, 
some  of  whom  are  educated  in  the  miBtary  line.  In 
these  circumstances  we  cannot  be  too  careful  to  pre- 
serve the  friendships  we  have  acquired  abroad,  and  the 
union  we  have  established  at  home,  to  secure  our  credit 
by  a  punctual  discharge  of  our  obligations  of  every  kind, 
and  our  reputation  by  the  wisdom  of  our  coundb; 
since  we  know  not  how  soon  we  may  have  a  fresh 
occasion  for  friends,  for  credit,  and  for  reputatkm. 
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The  extravagant  misrepresentaticms  oi  our  political 
state  in  foreign  countries,  made  it  appear  necessary  to 
give  them  better  information,  which  I  thought  couki 
not  be  more  effectually  and  authentically  done,  than 
by  publishing  a  translaticm  into  French,  now  the  most 
general  language  in  Europe^  of  the  book  of  Constitu- 
tions, which  had  been  printed  by  order  of  Congr^s. 
This  I  accordingly  got  well  done,  and  presented  two 
copies,  handsomely  bound,  to  every  foreign  minister  here, 
the  one  for  himseli^  the  other  more  elegant  for  his 
Sovereign.  It  has  been  well  taken,  and. has  afforded 
matter  of  surprise  to  many,  who  had  conceived  mean 
ideas  of  the  state  of  civilization  in  America,  and  could 
not  have  expected  so  much  political  knowledge  and 
sagacity  had  existed  in  our  wilderness.  And  fitmi  all 
pffts  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear,  that  our  constiliir 
tions  in  general  are  much  admired.  I  am  persuaded^ 
that  this  step  will  not  only  tend  to  promote  the  emif 
gration  to  our  country  of  substantial  peojde  from  all 
parts  of  Europe,  by  the  numerous  copies  I  shall  dis* 
perse,  but  will  facilitate  our  future  treaties  with  fordlgtt 
courts,  who  could  not  before  know  what  kind  of  govem- 
oi^nt  and  pec^le  they  had  to  treat  with.  As,  in  d(mg 
this,  I  have  endeavoured  to  further  the  apparent  views 
of  CkMigress  in  the  first  publication,  I  hope  it  may  be 
approved,  and  the  expense  aUowed.  I  send  herewiA 
one  of  the  cqpfies. 

Qur  treaties  with  Denmark  and  Portugal  remain  un^ 
finished,  for  want  of  instructions  respecting  them  frotb 
Gongress^  and  a  commission  empowering  some  miniilter 
or  ministers  to  conclude  them.  The  Emperor  of  Mo* 
wqco,  we  understand,  has  expressed  a  dispositicm  td 
make  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United 
States.  A  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  is  a  merchant  settled 
at  Alicant,  has  been,  it  seems,  rather  forward  in  pro- 
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posing  a  negotiation,  without  authority  for  so  doing,  and 
has  embarrassed  us  a  little,  as  may  be  seen  by  some 
letters  I  enclose.*  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Congress  to  send  a  message  to  that  Prince,  expressmg 
their  respect  and  regard  for  him,  till  such  time  as  they 
may  judge  it  convenient  to  appoint  the  ambassador  in 
form,  furnished  with  proper  presents,  to  make  a  treaty 
with  him.  The  other  Barbary  States,  too,  seem  to  re- 
quire consideration,  if  we  propose  to  cany  on  any  trade 
in  the  Mediterranean ;  but,  whether  the  security  of  that 
trade  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  worth  purchas- 
ing at  the  rate  of  the  tributes  usually  exacted  by  those 
piratical  States,  is  a  matter  of  doubt,  on  which  I  can- 
not at  present  form  a  judgment. 

I  shall  immediately  proceed,  in  pursuance  of  the  first 
instruction,  to  take  the  proper  steps  for  acquainting  Us 
Imperial  Majesty  of  Germany  with  the  dispositions  of 
Congress,  having  some  reason  to  believe  the  ofertnre 
may  be  acceptable.  His  minister  here  is  of  late  ex- 
tremely civil  to  me,  and  we  are  on  very  good  terauL 
I  have  likewise  an  intimate  friend  at  that  court 

With  respect  to  other  powers,  it  seems  best  not  to 
make  advances  at  present,  but  to  meet  and  encourage 
them  when  made,  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  do,  as  I 
have  already  done  as  to  those  of  Sweden,  Denmark,  and 
Portugal.  Possibly  Hamburg,  to  whom  I  have  fer* 
warded  the  letter  of  Congress,  may  send  a  mmister  to 
America,  if  they  wish  for  a  treaty,  to  conclude  it  there. 
They  have  no  minister  here. 

I  have  lately  received  a  memorial  from  the  minister 
of  Denmaric,  respecting  a  ship  of  that  nation,  the  Prwi* 
denfto,  taken  by  one  of  our  privateers  and  carried  into 


*  The  letters  from  G.  F.  Crocco.    See  YoL  IX.  p.  590;  and  aboft, 
p.  SI. 
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Boston.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  it,  aid  leqiiest  to  be  Cur.^ 
nisbed  witb  directions  and  informatioiis  for  the  answiei; 
It  may  be  well  to  send  me  a  cc^y  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  courts.  From  a  perusal  of  the  p84)ers  communit 
cated  with  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  cargo  was  cleanly 
British  property* 

We  have  hitherto  entered  into  no  engagements  le* 
^pecting  the  armed  neutrality^  and,  in  obedience  to  the 
fifth  mstruction,  we  shall  take  care  to  avoid  t|iem  bw^ 
after.  The  treaty  between  this  court  and  the  United 
States,  for  regulating  the  powers,  privileges,.  &lc.  of  oosh 
sulS)  is  at  length  completed,  and  is  transcribing  in  oc* 
der  to  be  s^ed.  I  hope  to  transmit  a  copy  by  tb^ 
next  packet  I  have  received  the  Congress  ratification 
of  the  two  money  treaties,  which  will  be  socm  ex- 
changed, whexk  I  ssdiall  send  cojHes  of  them  with  that 
of  Swedra« 

I  have  given,  and  shall  continue  to  give.  Captain 
Paul  Jones  all  the  as»stance  in  my  power,  towards 
lecovering  the  ipmize  money ;  and  I  hope  it  may  socmi 
be  accomplished. 

When  Mr.  Jay  returns,  I  shall  desire  him  to  make 
the  inquiry  directed  in  the  fourth  instruction,  respeclinf 
the  expedition  under  that  commodore,  and  r^x)rt  th^^ 
on  to  Ccmgress.  In  the  mean  time  I  can  answer  re^ 
qpecting  one  of  the  questions,  that  the  King  paid  the 
fviiole  expense,  and  that  no  part  of  it  has  ever  been 
placed  to  the  account  of  Congress.  There  exists  in- 
deed a  demand  of  one  Puchelb^,  a  person  m  the 
employ  of  M.  Schweighauser,  of  about  thirty  thousand 
livres,  for  provisions  and  other  things  furnished  to  Cap- 
tarn  Landais,  after  he  took  the  Alliance  out  c(  the 
hands  of  Captain  Jones ;  but,  as  the  ship  was  at  that 
time  under  the  Kmg's  supply,  who,  having  borrpwed 
her  for  the  expedition  when  fitted  for  sea  and  just 

VOL.  X.  6  D* 
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ready  to  sail  with  Mr.  Adams,  had  ordered  her  to  be 
defivered  in  the  same  conditicm,  free  of  all  charges  ac- 
crued, or  accruing,  by  her  bemg  in  Holland  and  in 
L'Orient,  and  as  M.  Puchelberg  had  not  only  no  or- 
ders from  me  to  furnish  Captain  Landais,  but  acted 
contrary  to  my  orders  given  to  M.  Schweighauser^  and 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  M.  Schweighauser  himsdC 
I  refused  to  pay  his  account,  which  besdes  Bppeani 
extravagant,  and  it  has  never  yet  been  paid. 

I  shall  do  my  best  in  executing  the  third  instnictioii, 
respectmg  our  claim  upon  Denmark.  I  have 
to  London  to  obtain,  if  possible,  an  account  of  the 
msured  upon  the  ships  delivered  up,  as  such  a&  ae* 
count  may  be  some  guide  in  the  valuation  of  the  priuiL 

A  Captain  Williams,  formerly  in  the  British  serfioa^ 
and  employed  upon  the  Lakes,  has  given  me  a  paper 
contaming  information  of  the  state  of  the  back  eomtay^ 
As  those  informatkms  may  possibly  be  of  some  nse^  I 
send  herewith  the  paper.  Mr.  Carmichael  baa  aoiC 
me  the  accounts  of  the  money  transactions  at  Madrid^ 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Jay  returns,  they  will  be  examined. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  Cod« 
gress,  and  assure  them  of  my  most  fiedthful  aervioBtt. 
With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c  B.  FRABTKLnr**  « 


*  The  •'Set  of  Inftruotioni,"  alluded  to  in  thii  letter,  may  be 
is  the  DiplomaHe  Camspandenee^  VoL  X.  p.  332.  The  leeolntioni  la- 
qtecting  Hamburg  and  Paul  Jones  are  contained  in  the  Seard  Jonrjial 
qf'OmgreMMf'VcSL,  III.  pp.  416^  430. 
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TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Difficulty  of  meeting  Drafts  on  the  public  Account.  — 
Salaries  of  the  .American  Ministers  in  Europe.  — 
Coniingent   Expenses.  —  Taxation.  —  JVature    of 
Property  in   (Xoil  Society.  —  The  Marquis  de  La- 
fayette. 

Paaqry  35  December,  ITSSL 

I  haTe  received  your  favcx-  of  the  20th  of  Sqptem- 
ber,  for  which  I  thank  you.  My  apprehension,  that 
the  union  with  France  might  be  dindnished  by  ac- 
coonts  from  home,  was  occasioned  by  the  extravagant 
nd  violent  hnguage  held  here  by  a  public  person,  in 
public  company,  which  had  that  tendency ;  and  it  was 
ttrtarsd  for  me  to  thmk  lus  letters  might  hold  the  same 
hnguage,  in  which  I  was  right;  for  I  have  since  had 
letters  from  Boston  mforming  me  of  it  Luckily  here, 
and  I  hope  there,  it  b  imputed  to  the  true  cause,  a 
dnorder  in  the  brain,  which,  though  not  constant,  has 
its  fits  too  frequent  I  will  not  fill  my  letter  with  an 
account  of  those  discourses.  Mr.  Laurens,  when  you 
see  him,  can  give  it  to  you ;  I  mean  such  as  he  heard 
m  company  with  other  persons,  for  I  would  not  have 
him  rebtte  private  conversations.  They  distressed  me 
much  at  the  time,  being  then  at  your  earnest  instance 
scdiciting  for  more  aids  of  money ;  the  success  of  which 
solicitation  such  ungrateful  and  provoking  language 
might,  I  feared,  have  had  a  tendency  to  prevent 
Enough  of  this  at  present 

I  have  been  exceedingly  hurt  and  afflicted  by  the 
difficulty  some  of  your  late  bills  met  with  in  Holland. 
As  soon  as  I  received  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Wiliindc 
&  Co.,  which  I  encbse,  I  sent  for  Mr.  Grand,  who 
brought  me  a  sketch  of  his  account  with  you,  by  which 
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it  appeared  that  the  demands  upon  us,  existmg  and 
expected,  would  more  than  absorb  the  funds  in  his 
hands.  We  could  not  indulge  the  smallest  Hope  of 
obtaining  further  assistance  here,  the  public  finances 
being  in  a  state  of  embarrassment,  private  persons  full 
of  distrust  occasioned  by  the  stoppage  of  payment  at 
the  Caisse  cPEscomptej  and  money  m  general  ex- 
tremely scarce.  But  he  agreed  to  do  what  I  proposed, 
and  lend  his  credit  m  the  way  of  drawing  and  re- 
drawing between  Holland  and  Paris^  to  gain  time  till 
you  could  furnish  funds  to  reimburse  Messrs.  WilUnck 
&  Co.  I  believe  he  made  this  proposition  to  them  by 
the  return  of  the  express.  I  know  not  why  it  was 
not  accepted.  Mr.  Grand  will  himseli^  I  suppose,  give 
you  an  account  of  all  the  transaction,  and  of  his  ap* 
plication  to  Messrs.  Couteuk  &  Co. ;  therefore,  I  need 
not  add  more  upon  this  disagreeable  subject 

I  have  found  difficulties  m  settling  the  account  of 
salaries  with  the  other  ministers,  that  have  made  it  im* 
practicable  for  me  to  do  it  I  have,  therefore,  after 
keeping  the  bills  that  were  to  have  been  proportioDed 
among  us  long  in  my  hands,  given  them  up  to  Mr. 
Grand,  who,  finding  the  same  difficulties,  will,  I  sup- 
pose, return  them  to  you.  None  has  come  to  hand 
for  the  two  or  three  last  quarters,  and  we  are  indelifted 
to  his  kindness  for  advancing  us  money,  or  we  must 
have  run  in  debt  for  our  subsistence.  He  risks  in 
doing  this,  smce  he  has  not  for  it  your  orders. 

There  arise  frequently  contingent  expenses,  for  which 
no  provision  has  yet  been  made.  In  a  former  Jetter 
to  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiiadrs,  I  gave  a  list  of 
them,  and  desired  to  know  the  pleasure  of  Congreas 
concerning  them.  I  have  only  had  for  answer,  that 
they  were  under  consideration,  and  that  he  believed 
house-rent  would  not  be  albwed ;  but  I  am  still  in 
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uncertainty  as  to  that  and  the  rest  I  imh  some  reso- 
lutions were  taken  on  this  point  of  contmgences,  that 
I  may  know  how  to  settle  my  accounts  with  Mr.  Bar- 
day.  American  ministers  in  Europe  are  too  remote 
from  their  constituents  to  consult  them,  and  take  th^ 
orders  on  every  occasion,  as  the  mmisters  here  of  Eu- 
ropean courts  can  easUy  do.  There  seems,  theref<H6) 
a  necessity  of  allowing  more  to  their  discretion,  and 
of  giving  them  a  credit  to  a  certain  amount  on  some 
banker,  who  may  answer  their  orders ;  for  which,  how- 
ever, they  should  be  accountable.  I  mention  this  for 
the  sake  of  other  mmisters,  hoping  and  expectmg  soon 
to  be  discharged  myself  and  also  for  the  good  of  the 
scarice. 

The  remissness  of  our  people  m  paying  taxe9  ii 
fa%hly  blamable ;  the  unwillingness  to  pay  them  ia 
stin  more  sa  I  see,  m  some  resolutioBs  of  town  meet- 
ings^ a  remonstrance  against  giving  Congress  the  power 
to  take,  as  they  call  it,  the  people's  money  out  of  their 
pockets,  though  only  to  pay  the  interest  and  principal 
of  debts  duly  contracted.  They  seem  to  misteke  the 
point.  Money,  justly  due  from  the  people,  is  thor 
creditonsf  money,  and  no  k>nger  the  money  of  the 
people^  who,  if  they  withhdd  it,  should  be  compelled 
to  pay  by  scmie  law. 

All  property,  mdeed,  except  the  savage's  temporary 
babin,  his  bow,  his  matchcoat,  and  other  little  acqvi* 
sitkms,  absolutely  necessaiy  for  his  subsistence,  seemi 
tome  to  be  the  creature  of  public  cimvention.  Hence 
the  public  has  the  right  of  regulatmg  descents,  and 
aH  odicnr  conveyances  of  property,  and  even  of  limiting 
Ae  quantity  and  the  uses  of  it  All  the  property  that 
18  necessary  to  a  man,  for  the  conservation  of  the  in- 
dividual and  the  propagation  of  the  species,  is  his 
natural  right,  which  none  can  justly  deprive  him  of; 
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but  all  property  superfluous  to  such  purposes  is  the 
property  of  the  public,  who^  by  their  laws,  have  created 
it,  and  who  may  therefore  by  other  laws  dispose  of  i^ 
whenever  the  welfare  of  the  public  shall  demand  such 
disposition.  He  that  does  not  like  civil  society  on  these 
terms,  let  him  retire  and  live  among  savages.  He  can 
have  no  right  to  the  benefits  of  society,  who  wiU  not 
pay  his  club  towards  the  support  of  it 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  loves  to  be  em- 
ployed in  our  affairs,  and  is  often  very  useful^  has  late* 
ly  had  several  conversations  with  the  ministers  and  per* 
sons  concerned  in  forming  new  regulations,  respectbg 
tl^  commerce  between  our  two  countries^  whkh  are 
not  yet  concluded.  I  therefore  thought  it  well  to  Gom* 
municate  to  him  a  copy  of  your  letter,  which  contains 
so  many  sensible  and  just  observations  oa  that  auh- 
jecL  He  will  make  a  proper  use  of  them,  and  per- 
haps they  may  have  more  weight,  as  appearing  to 
come  fix)m  a  Frenchman,  than  they  would  have  if  il 
were  known  that  they  were  the  observations  of  an 
American.  I  perfectly  agree  with  you  in  all  the  sen- 
timents you  have  expressed  on  this  occasion.* 

I  am  sorry  for  the  public's  sake,  that  you  are  about 
to  quit  your  office,  but  on  personal  considerations. I 
shall  congratulate  you ;  for  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more 
happy  man,  than  he,  who  having  been  kmg  loaded 
whh  public  cares,  finds  himself  relieved  from  'them,  and 
^joying  repose  in  the  bosom  c(  his  friends  and  fiim- 
Hy.  With  sincere  regard  and  attachment,  I  am  evei) 
dear  Sn*,  &a  B.  FRAirKUir. 

*  Many  particulan  respecting  the  interest  taken  by  Lafikyette  in  the 
commercial  relations  between  France  and  the  United  States,  and  Kit 
endeavoars  to  promote  and  extend  them,  are  contained  in  his  letCeis  W 
the  President  of  Congress.  See  DifUmudie  Corrttpimdeneif  VoL  JL  pf. 
5-68. 


Mr.n.]  CORRESPONDENCB.  47 

FROM  JOHir  JAT   TO  B.   TRASKUN. 

Bath,  96  Decembery  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  we  parted,  I  have  been  so  much  and  so  long 
indisposed)  as  that,  except  short  letters  to  Mrs.  Jay, 
I  have  denied  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  my 
friends.  The  kindness  you  have  shown  to  us  both 
has,  nevertheless,  not  been  forgotten,  nor  has  my  dis- 
position to  acknowledge  and  be  influenced  by  it  in  the 
least  abated. 

We  have  lately  had  a  report  here,  that  you  were 
very  ill  with  the  stone ;  and  some  have  said  that  you 
intended  to  seek  refief  from  an  operation.  This  report 
has  alarmed  your  friends,  and  I  am  anxious  to  know 
how  far  it  may  be  well  founded.  It  would  give  me 
sincere  satisfaction  to  have  it  contradicted  under  your 
own  hand. 

I  decline  sajring  any  thmg  about  politics  for  obvious 
re&sons.  The  public  papers  afford  you  the  means  of 
formmg  a  judgment  of  them,  especially  as  your  long 
experience  and  knowledge  of  this  country  enable  you 
to  see  further  than  ordinary  observers!  There  are 
ttiany  in  this  country,  who  speak  of  you  with  great 
respect.  The  honest  Whig  Club  drank  your  health 
very  aflfectionately.  There  are  others,  who  like  3rou 
as  little  as  the  eagle  did  the  cat,  and  probably  for  the 
same  reasons.  When  we  meet,  we  will  taJk  these 
matters  over  with  less  reserve  than  I  can  write.  Pre- 
sent my  affectionate  compliments  to  your  two  grand- 
fitons,  and  believe  me  to  be^  with  great  esteem  and 
regard,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

John  Jay. 
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TO   THOMAS  MUTLnr,   PRXSIDEITT  OV  CORORESS. 

Dr.  Franklin  requests  Permission  of  Congress  to  be 
recalled  from  France. 

Dear  Sir» 

I  congratulate  you  very  sbceidy  on  your  appobt- 
ment  to  that  very  honorable  station,  the  Presidency  of 
CSongress.  Every  testunony  you  receive  of  tbe*puhfic 
sense  of  your  services  and  talents,  gives  me  plmsuitL 

I  have  written  to  you  a  long  letter  on  busbesfl^  k 
my  quality  of  minister.*  This  is  a  private  letter,  re- 
specting my  personal  concerns,  which  I  presume  to 
trouble  you  with  on  the  score  of  our  ancient  fijendship. 

In  a  letter  of  the  12th  of  March,  1781, 1  stated  my 
age  and  infirmities  to  the  Congress,  and  requested  tfaej 
would  be  pleased  to  recall  me,  that  I  might  enjoy  tlie 
little  left  me  of  the  evening  of  life  in  repose,  and  m 
the  sweet  society  of  my  friends  and  family.  I  was  an« 
swered  by  the  then  President,  that,  when  peace  should 
be  made,  if  I  persisted  in  the  same  request,  it  should 
be  granted ;  I  acquiesced ;  the  prelimmaries  were  sign- 
ed in  November,  1782,  and  I  then  repeated  my  pe- 
tition.t  A  year  is  past,  and  I  have  no  answer.  Un- 
doubtedly, if  the  Congress  should  think  my  continuing 
here  necessary  for  the  public  service,  I  ought,  as  a 
good  citizen,  to  submit  to  their  judgment  and  pleas- 
ure; but,  as  they  may  easOy  supply  my  place  to  ad- 
vantage, that  cannot  be  the  case.  I  suppose,  therefor^ 
that  it  is  merely  the  multiplicity  of  more  important  af- 
fairs, that  has  put  my  request  out  of  their  mind.    What 
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I  would  then  desire  of  you  is,  to  put  this  matter  in 
train  to  be  moved  and  answered  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  I  may  arrange  my  affairs  accordingly. 

In  the  first  letter  above  mentioned,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you,  I  gave  a  character  of  my  grandson, 
William  Temple  Franklin,  and  solicited  for  him  the 
favor  and  protection  of  Congress.  I  have  nothing  to 
abate  of  that  character;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  him 
so  much  improved  as  to  be  capable  of  executing,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  public,  any  em- 
ployment in  Europe  the  Congress  may  think  fit  to 
honor  him  with.  He  has  been  seven  years  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  is  much  esteemed  by  all  that  know  him,  pigr- 
ticulariy  by  the  minister  here,  who,  ^ince  my  new  dis- 
order (the  stone)  makes  my  going  to  Versailles  mcon- 
venient  to  me,  transacts  our  business  with  him  in  ,the 
most  obligmg  and  friendly  manner.  It  is  natura}  for 
me,  who  k>ve  him,  to  wish  to  see  him  setded  before 
I  dje,  in  some  empby  that  may  probably  be  perma- 
nent; and  I  hope  you  wiU  be  so  good  to  me,  as  U> 
get  that  afiair  likewise  moved  and  carried  through  m 
his  S^Yor^ 

He  has,  I  think,  this  additional  merit  to  plead,  that 
he  has  served  m  my  office  as  secretary  several  years, 
for  the  small  salary  of  three  hundred  louis  a  year, 
while  the  Congress  gave  one  thousand  a  year  to  the 
secretaries  of  other  minbters,  who  had  not  half  the 
employ  for  a  secretary  that  I  had.  For  it  was  bng 
before  a  consul  was  sent  here,  and  we  had  all  that 
business  on  our  hands,  with  a  great  deal  of  admiralty 
business  m  examining  and  condemning  captures,  taken 
by  our  cruisers  and  by  the  French  cruisers  unc^er 
4jKi€;riain  commissions;  besides  the  constant  attend- 
ance in  examining  and  recording  the  acceptances,  of 
the  Congress  bills  of  exchange,  which  has  been,  fix>m 

VOL.   X.  7  K 
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the  immense  number,  very  fatiguing ;  with  many  other 
extra  affairs,  not  usually  occurring  to  other  mmisters, 
such  as  the  care  of  the  prisoners  in  England,  and  the 
constant  correspondence  relating  to  them;  m  all  of 
which  he  served  me  as  secretary,  with  the  assistance 
only  of  a  clerk  at  low  wages  (fifty  louis  a  y^rX  so 
that  the  savmg  has  been  very  considerable  to  the  pub- 
tic.    I  am,  &a  B.  FiuirKLiir. 


TO    THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Recommending  Mr.  Hodgson  as  Consul  in  London. 

Pasay,  26  December,  1788. 

Sir, 
If  the  Congress  should  think  it  fit  to  have  a  consul 
for  the  United  States  in  London,  and  do  not  appoint 
one  of  our  own  countrymen  to  that  office,  I  b^  leave 
to  mention  the  merits  of  Mr.  William  Hodgson,  a  mer- 
chant of  that  city,  who  has  always  been  a  zealoas 
friend  of  America,  was  a  principal  promoter  of  the  sub- 
scription for  the  relief  of  American  prisoners,  and  chair- 
man of  the  committee  for  dispensing  the  money  raised 
by  that  subscription.  He  also  took  the  trouble  of  ap- 
plying the  moneys  I  furnished  him  with,  when  the  sub- 
scription was  exhausted,  and  constantly  assisted  me  in 
all  the  negotiations  I  had  with  the  British  ministers, 
in  their  favor,  wherein  he  generally  succeeded,  bemg 
a  man  of  weight  and  credit,  very  active,  and  much 
esteemed  for  his  probity  and  integrity.  These  his  ser- 
vices, continued  steadily  during  the  whole  war,  seem 
to  entitle  him  to  the  favorable  notice  of  Congress,  when 
any  occasion  offers  of  doing  him  service  or  pleasure. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO   MBS.   MART  HKWflOlT. 

PaM]r,  96  December,  1783. 

Dear  Pollt^ 

In  reading  Mr.  Vmy's  letter,  when  I  reeeived  it,  I 
missed  semg  yours,  which  was  written  behind  it  in 
a  comer.  I  thank  you  much  for  your  kind  offer  re- 
specting my  grandson.  I  was  fully  resolved  on  send- 
ing him  in  September,  last,  and  engaged  Mr.  Jay,  one 
of  my  colleagues,  then  going  to  England,  to  take  him 
over  in  his  company.  But,  when  it  came  to  be  pro- 
posed to  him,  he  showed  such  an  unwillingness  to 
leave  me,  and  Temple  such  a  fondness  for  retainmg 
him,  that  I  concluded  to  keep  him  till  I  should  go 
over  myself.  He  behaves  very  well,  and  we  love  hhn 
vety  much. 

I  send  herewith  two  different  French  grammars,  not 
knowing  which  to  prefer,  opinbns  here  being  divided. 
Your  French  master  may  take  his  dboice,  and  you 
wfll  present  the  other  to  my  godson,  as  my  new  year^ 
gift,  with  the  two  volumes  of  Synonymes  FranfoiSj  an 
excellent  woric.  They  will  be  left  at  Mr.  Hodgson's, 
merchant  in  Coleman  Street,  where  you  may  have 
Ihem  on  sending  for  them. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  long  to  see  you  and  yours, 
but  God  only  knows  when  that  may  hq>pen.  I  am, 
nevertheless,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRAlTKLDr. 

January  1^,  1784.  Health,  and  prosperity,  and  many 
bstppj  years  to  my  dear  friend  and  her  children,  for 
whom  I  send  the  enclosed  little  books. 
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TO  JOHK  JAT. 

Pusy,  6*Juiiiai7,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  I'eceived  your  kind  letter  of  the  26Ui  past,  and 
immediately  sent  that  enclosed  to  Mrs.  Jay,  whom  I 
saw  a  few  days  since  with  the  children,  all  p^ecdy 
well  It  is  a  happy  thing,  that  the  little  ones  are  so 
finely  past  the  smsJipox,  and  I  congratulate  you  upon 
k  most  cordially. 

It  is  true,  as  you  have  heard,  that  I  have  the  stcae^ 
but  not  that  I  have  had  thoughts  of  being  cut  for  it 
It  it  as  yet  very  tolerable.  It  gives  me  no  pain  but 
when  in  a  carriage  on  the  pavement,  or  when  I  mak* 
some  sudden  quick  movement  If  I  can  prevent  Ha 
growing  larger,  which  I  hope  to  do  by  abstemious  Ut- 
ing  and  gentle  exercise,  I  can  go  on  pretty  comfortably 
with  it  to  the  end  of  my  journey,  which  can  now  be 
at  no  great  distance.  I  am  cheerful,  enjoy  the  com- 
pany of  my  fiiends,  sleep  well,  have  sufficient  appetite^ 
and  my  stomach  performs  well  its  functions.  The  lat- 
ter is  v^  material  to  the  preservation  of  health.  I 
therefore  take  no  drugs  lest  I  should  disorder  it*  Tm 
may  judge  that  my  disease  is  not  very  grievous^  ainoe 
I  am  more  afraid  of  the  medicines  than  of  the  mtiBidy. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  from  you,  that  my  frieiidii 
still  retain  their  regard  for  me.  I  long  to  see  thMI 
again,  but  I  doubt  I  shall  hardly  accomplish  it  If  our 
commission  for  the  treaty  of  commerce  were  arrived, 
and  we  were  at  liberty  to  treat  in  England,  I  ought 
then  come  over  to  you,  supposing  the  English  miniflby 
disposed  to  enter  into  such  a  treaty* 

I  have,  as  you  observe,  some  enemies  in  England, 
but  they  are  my  enemies  as  an  American;  I  have  also 
two  or  three  in  America,  who  are  my  enemies  as  a 
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minister;  but  I  thank  God  there  are  not  m  the  whole 
woiid  any  who  are  my  enemies  as  a  num;  for  by  his 
grace,  through  a  long  life,  I  have  been  enabled  so  to 
conduct  myself^  that  there  does  not  exist  a  human 
being  who  can  justly  say,  *^  Ben«  Franklin  has  wronged 
me.''  This,  my  fnend,  is  in  old  age  a  comfortable  re- 
flection*  You  too  have,  or  may  have,  your  enemies; 
but  let  not  that  render  you  unhappy.  If  you  make  a 
right  use  of  them,  they  will  do  you  more  good  than 
harm.  They  point  out  to  us  our  faults;  they  put  us 
upcm  our  guard,  and  help  us  to  live  more  correctly. 
My  grandsons  are  sensible  of  the  honor  of  your  re- 
membrance, and  join  their  respectful  compliments  and 
best  wishes  with  those  o^  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate 
humble  servant, 

6.  Frakklut. 


TO    SAMUEL   CHASE* 

Pamy,  6  Janaarj,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber,* with  the  papers  that  accompanied  it;  but  being 
at  that  time  aflSicted  with  two  painful  disorders,  the 
gout  and  gravel,  I  could  not  then  give  any  attention 
to  busmess;  and,  before  my  recovery,  the  letters  and 
papers  were  both  most  unaccountably  missmg.  I  spent 
hours,  fix)m  time  to  time,  in  searching  for  them,  and 
delayed  writing  in  continual  hopes  of  finding  them, 
which  I  was  not  able  to  do  till  within  these  few  days, 
when,  on  removing  a  writing-press  in  my  closet,  I  dis- 
covered that  they  had  fallen  and  lay  concealed  be- 
hbd  it 


*  At  the  time  of  wntmg  thii  letter  Mr.  Chaie  wm  in  London. 
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I  had  delivered  the  letter  you  enclosed  to  the  Mar* 
quis  de  Lafayette,  and,  as  the  court  was  then  at  Fon- 
tainebleau,  and  I  could  not  follow  k  by  reason  of  my 
illness,  I  requested  him  to  sound  the  Marquis  de  Cas-* 
b4es  on  the  subject  of  the  loss  of  your  Mp.  He  did 
so ;  and  the  result  of  the  conversation  was,  that,  if  yoa 
thought  fit  to  prosecute  the  matter,  you  should  present  a 
toetoiorial,  upon  which  he  might  regularly  take  the  aflUr 
AMO  consideration.  You  mentioned  your  codling  to 
Paris  before  finishing  your  other  business,  m  case  I 
should  think  there  was  a  probability  of  obtaining  com- 
pensation, dther  from  the  property  of  the  ciqptaifi,  or 
the  generoaty  of  the  Prince.  I  have  not  yet  beM 
Abte  to  learn  any  thing  o(  the  ccqptidn's  drciuttstaneeB ; 
and,  as  clear  proof  of  his  delinquency  ftriist  precede 
an  application  to  the  King,  and  perhaps  the  protest 
of  Captain  Belt  will  hardly  be  thought  sufficient  tes- 
timony, and  other  evidences  corroborating  cannot  be 
obtamed  but  with  great  expense  and  loss  of  time,  and 
as  the  chicanay  practised  in  the  courts  here  to  procure 
delay  is  unmense  and  endless ;  on  these  Considerations 
I  cannot  advise  your  coming  hither  for  the  purpose 
of  such  a  prosecution  to  the  prejudice  of  your  other 
affairs;  though  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  you,  when  it 
may  be  convenient  to  you,  and,  when  you  are  heit^ 
we  will  take  the  advice  of  some  judicious  persons,  and 
if  it  appear  possible  for  me  to  serve  your  causBf  I 
shall  do  it  with  great  pleasure. 

M.  de  Rochambeau  was  not  in  town,  but  I  for- 
warded Mr.  Carroll's  letter  to  him.  I  have  written^  as 
you  desfaied,  to  Brest,  and,  as  soon  as  I  receive  an 
imswe^,  I  wiQ  communicate  it  to  you.  I  am  not  enough 
acquainted  with  the  French  laws  or  customs  to  ii^stfin 
you  what  claims  the  widow  of  M.  le  Vach6  may  have 
<m  his  property.    I  ody  think  I  have  hett^  ihdt  inar- 
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liages  by  a  Protestant  minister  are  not  deemed  valid. 
I  will  make  inquiry. 

Smce  writing  the  above,  I  am  informed  that,  if  cele- 
brated in  a  Protestant  country  according  to  the  lawik 
of  that  country,  they  are  deemed  valid  here;  as  are 
also  the  marriages  of  Protestants  here,  if  in  the  chapd 
of  k  Protestant  ambassador. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear,  that  you  have  succeeded  in 
recovering  the  public  money,  and  that  you  continue 
to  enjoy  your  health,  beings  with  sincere  and  great 
esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c         ^ 

B.  Franklik. 


TO   DAVID   HARTLET. 

Change  in  Mmnislration.  —  Hereditary  Officers  of 

State. 

P«88y,  7  Janoaiy,  1781 

Mt  dear  Friend, 
I  have  this  moment  received  your  favor  of  the  25th 
past,  acquaintmg  me  with  the  change  in  administratbn, 
I  am  not  sure  that  in  reforming  the  constitution,  which 
is  sometimes  talked  of,  it  would  not  be  better  to  make 
your  great  ofiBcers  of  state  hereditary,  than  to  suffer 
die  mconvenience  of  such  frequent  and  total  changes. 
Much  faction  and  cabal  would  be  prevented  by  having 
a  hereditary  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  a  hereditary 
Lord  Chancellor,  Privy  Seal,  President  of  Council,  Se- 
cretary of  State,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  &a  &c. 
It  will  not  be  ssdd,  that,  the  duties  of  these  offices 
bebg  important,  we  cannot  trust  to  nature  for  the 
chance  of  requbite  talents,  since  we  have  a  hereditary 
set  of  judges  in  the  last  resort,  the  House  of  Peers; 
a  hereditary  Kmg ;  and,  in  a  certam  German  Univer- 
sity, a  hereditary  professor  of  Mathematics. 
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We  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  arrival  of  our  express 
m  America,  who  carried  the  DefiDitive  Trea^.  He  sail- 
ed the  26th  of  September.  As  soon  as  the  ratifica- 
tion arrives,  I  shall  unmediately  send  you  word  of  it 
With  great  esteem  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  youm 
most  affectionately, 

B.  FRAITKUir. 


FROM   CHARLES   THOMSON  TO   B.   FRANKLDf. 

Treaty  of  Peace  ratified  by  Congress. 

Anoapolis,  15  Janoaiy,  178I. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  nme  States  being  for  the  first  time  smce 
October  last  represented,  Congress  immediately  todc 
up  and  ratified  the  Definitive  Treaty,  with  the  unanimous 
consent  not  only  of  all  the  States  represented,  but  of 
every  individual  member  of  Congress;  and,  that  it 
might  reach  you  with  the  greatest  despatch,  they  im- 
mediately sent  off  Colonel  Harmar  with  the  ratifica- 
tion by  the  way  of  New  York,  there  being  no  vessd 
ssdling  from  this  bay.  They  also  send  a  duj^cate  to 
be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  this  day,  fix>m  an 
earnest  desire  that  it  may,  if  possible,  arrive  in  due 
tune,  they  have  determined  to  send  Colonel  Franks 
with  a  triplicate,  to  take  the  chance  of  a  vessel  from 
some  of  the  eastern  ports. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  a  dispo- 
sition begms  to  prevail  m  the  States  to  comply  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress,  and  to  grant  funds  for 
the  regular  payment  of  the  interest  and  discharge  of 
the  principal  of  the  debts  contracted  during  the  war. 
I  make  no  doubt  but  the  creditors  in  Europe  are  anx- 
ious and  uneasy  at  the  backwardness  of  the  States. 
But  whoever  consults  the  history  of  nations  will  find^ 
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that  taxation  is  among  the  late  acts  of  government; 
that  in  governments,  which  have  been  long  established, 
it  is  not  without  great  difficulty  that  permanent  futids 
are  introduced,  and  even  in  the  oldest  governments 
new  taxes  often  occasion  great  uneasiness.  Consid- 
ering, therefore,  that  in  the  United  States  eveiy  thing 
is  new  and  unusual,  instead  of  being  surprised  at  the 
backwardness  of  the  people  in  this  respect,  it  is  rathiT 
a  matter  of  -wonder,  that  they  have  made  so  great  a 
progress,  and  have  discovered  such  a  facility  in  gettkig 
the  better  of  that  aversion  to  taxeSj  which  is  so  um^ 
versaNy  prevalent  For  my  own  part^  I  have  a  great 
confidence  in  the  good  sense  of  my  counfrfmen  ifi 
g^neat^  nor  can  I  adnut  a  doubt,  that  they  wiD  speedfly 
M  Upon  Ineasui^es  to  do  justice  to  i^  the  public  credit 
Wt».  Though  you  and  I  have  lived  to  sM  a  grMft 
work  accompUstied,  yet  much  stiH  r^iiiaiiis  to  b6  dotM^ 
t6  secvate  the  happiness  of  this  countfy^  May  theit 
Almighty  Bebg,  who  has  thus  far  conducted  ni  safety 
thhnigh  many  scenes  of  difficulty  and  distresi^  inspittt 
^  people  ^  these  United  Stlttes  with  wisdom  to  ka^ 
pfove  the  opportunity  now  aflRMided  of  becommg  « 
happy  nation. 

I  need  not  recommend  Cdonel  FltAks-^to  your  no^ 
tioe,  as  you  are  already  acquamted  with  him^  He  hiyi 
f^teA  mait  for  the  eariy  put  he  took,  md  the  saorificM 
he  htA  made  m  the  late  controversy,  and  hb  stettdjf 
adhe^ce  to  our  cause. 

I  long  for  the  pleasure  of  sedbig  you,  but  foii9|^ 
that  pleasure  with  the  more  ^ase,  as  I  am  sensSile 
you  are  usefully  employed  in  a  work,  which  is  of  grsM 
importance  to  our  country.  I  need  not  assure  yoii» 
t9iat  I  tttti,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respeo^ 
dnr  Sir,  your  affecHonate  dd  fHend, 

GRA]ftLss  TwMBom 

TOL.   X.  8 
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TO  MRS.   SARAH   BACRE. 

Order  of  the  Cincinnatu  —  Hereditary  Mtritity.  — 
Descending  Hanore. 

Paasy,  96  Jttimaify  1784. 

Mt  dear  Child, 

Tour  care  m  sending  me  the  newspapers  is  very 
agreeable  to  me.  I  received  by  Captain  Barney  those 
relating  to  the  Cincinnati  My  opinion  of  the  insti- 
tution cannot  be  of  much  importance ;  I  only  wonder 
that,  when  the  united  wisdom  of  our  nation  had,  in 
the  articles  of  confederation,  manifested  their  dislike 
of  establishing  ranks  of  nobility,  by  authority  either  of 
the  Congress  or  of  any  particular  State,  a  number  of 
private  persons  should  think  proper  to  distinguish  them- 
selves and  their  posterity,  from  their  feUow  citizen^ 
and  form  an  order  of  hereditary  knights,  m  direct  op- 
position to  the  solemnly  declared  sense  of  their  coun- 
try I  I  imagine  it  must  be  likewise  contrary  to  the 
good  sense  of  most  of  those  drawn  mto  it  by  the  per- 
suasbn  of  its  projectors,  who  have  been  too  much 
struck  with  the  ribands  and  crosses  they  have  seen 
hanging  to  the  buttonholes  of  foreign  officers.  And  I 
suppose  those,  who  disapprove  of  it,  have  not  hitherto 
given  it  much  opposition,  from  a  pindple  somewhat 
like  that  of  your  good  mother,  relating  to  punctilious 
persons,  who  are  always  exactmg  little  observances  of 
respect;  that,  *^if  people  can  be  pleased  with  small 
matters^  it  is  a  pity  but  they  should  have  themJ* 

In  this  view,  perhaps,  I  should  not  myself  if  my 
advice  had  been  asked,  have  objected  to  their  wearing 
their  riband  and  badge  themselves  according  to  their 
&ncy,  though  I  certainly  should  to  the  entuling  it  as 
an  honor  on  their  posterity.  For  boaoTj  worthily  ob- 
tained (as  that  for  example  of  our  officers),  is  in  its 
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nature  a  personal  thing,  and  mcommunicable  to  any 
but  those  who  had  some  share  in  obtaining  it  Thus 
among  the  Chinese,  the  most  ancient,  and  from  kmg 
experience  the  wisest  of  nations,  honor  does  not  cfe- 
scend^  but  ascends.  If  a  man  from  his  learning,  his 
wisdom,  or  his  valor,  is  promoted  by  the  Emperor  to 
the  rank  of  Mandarin,  his  parents  are  immediately  en- 
tided  to  an  the  same  ceremonies  of  respect  from  the 
people,  that  are  established  as  due  to  the  Mandarin 
himself;  on  the  supposition  that  it  must  have  been 
owing  to  the  education,  instruction,  and  good  example 
afforded  him  by  his  parents,  that  he  was  rendered  ca- 
pable of  serving  the  public. 

This  ascending  honor  is  therefore  useful  to  the  state, 
as  it  encourages  parents  to  give  their  children  a  good 
tod  virtuous  education.  But  the  descending  hanor^  to 
a  posterity  who  could  have  no  share  in  dbtaining  it, 
is  not  only  groundless  and  absurd,  but  often  hurtful 
to  that  posterity,  since  it  is  apt  to  make  them  proud, 
disdaming  to  be  employed  in  useful  arts,  and  thence 
felling  into  poverty,  and  all  the  meannesses,  servility,  and 
wretchedness  attending  it;  which  is  the  present  case 
with  much  of  what  is  called  the  noblesse  in  Europe. 
Or  if,  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the  famUy,  estates  are 
entailed  entire  on  the  eldest  male  heir,  another  pest 
to  industry  and  improvement  of  the  country  is  intro- 
duced, which  will  be  followed  by  all  the  odious  mix- 
ture of  pride,  and  beggary,  and  idleness,  that  have  half 
depopulated  and  dectdtivated  Spain;  occasioning  con- 
tinual extinction  of  families  by  the  discouragements  of 
marriage,  and  neglect  in  the  improvement  of  estates. 

I  wish,  therefore,  that  the  Cincinnati,  if  they  must 
go  on  with  their  project,  would  direct  the  badges  of 
Aeir  order  to  be  worn  by  their  fathers  and  mothers, 
matead  of  handing  them  down  to  their  children.    It 
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would  be  a  good  precedent^  aad  might  have  good  ef- 
fects. It  would  aJso  be  a  kind  of  obedience  to  the 
fourth  commandment,  in  which  God  enjoins  ua  to  Amor 
our  father  and  mother,  but  has  nowhere  directed  us 
to  honor  our  children.  And  certainly  no  mode  of  hon- 
oring those  immediate  authors  of  our  being  can  be 
more  effectual,  than  that  of  doing  praiseworthy  actiou^ 
which  reflect  honor  on  those  who  gave  us  our  edu- 
catbn ;  or  more  becoming,  than  that  of  maoifesting^  by 
some  public  expression  or  token,  that  it  is  to  their 
instruction  and  example  we  ascribe  the  merit  of  thoie 
actions. 

But  the  absurdity  of  descending  honors  is  not  a  mere 
matter  of  phibsophical  opinion ;  it  is  capable  of  mathe- 
matical demonstration.  A  man's  son,  for  instance,  is 
but  half  of  his  family,  the  other  half  bekmging  to  the 
family  of  his  wife.  His  son,  too,  marrying  into  another 
family,  his  share  in  the  grandson  is  but  a  fourth;  in 
the  great  grandson,  by  the  same  process^  it  is  but 
an  eighth ;  in  the  next  generation  a  sixteenth ;  tiie  next 
a  thirty-second;  the  next  a  sixty-fourth;  the  next  an 
hundred  and  twenty-eighth ;  the  next  a  two  hundred 
and  fifty-sixth  ;  and  the  next  a  five  hundred  aad 
twelfth;  thus  in  nine  generations,  which  will  not  re- 
quire more  than  three  hundred  years  (no  very  great 
antiquity  for  a  family),  our  present  Chevalier  of  the 
Order  of  Cincinnatus's  share  in  the  then  existing  knight, 
will  be  but  a  five  hundred  and  twelfth  part;  whicbi 
allowing  the  present  certain  fidelity  of  American  wives 
to  be  insured  down  through  all  those  nme  generatioQs^ 
is  so  small  a  consideration,  that  methinks  no  reasonable 
man  would  hazard  for  the  sake  of  it  the  disagreeable 
consequences  of  the  jealousy,  envy,  and  ill  wiU  of  his 
countrymen. 

Let  us  go  back  with  our  cakulatkm  bom  this  yowg 
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noble,  the  fi?e  hundred  and  twelfth  part  of  the  present 
Imight,  through  his  nine  generations,  till  we  return  to 
the  year  of  the  bstitution.  He  must  have  had  a  father 
and  mother,  they  are  two ;  each  of  them  had  a  father 
and  mother,  they  are  four.  Those  of  the  next  preced- 
ing generation  will  be  eight,  the  next  sixteen,  the  next 
thirty-two,  the  next  sixty-four,  the  next  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  the  next  two  hundred  and  fifty-six, 
and  the  ninth  m  this  retrocession  five  hundred  and 
twelve,  who  must  be  now  existing,  and  all  contribute 
their  proportion  of  this  future  Chevalier  de  Cincinnati. 
These,  with  the  rest,  make  together  as  follows; 

2 

4 

8 

16 

32 

64 

128 

256 

512 

Total  1022 

One  thousand  and  twenty-two  men  and  women,  con- 
tributors to  the  formation  of  one  knight.  And,  if  we 
are  to  have  a  thousand  of  these  future  knights,  theare 
mast  be  now  and  hereafter  existing  one  millioh  and 
twenty-two  thousand  fathers  and  mothers,  who  are  to 
eontribute  to  their  production,  unless  a  part  of  Ae  num- 
ber are  employed  in  makmg  more  knights  than  one. 
Let  us  strike  off  then  the  twenty-two  thousand,  on 
Ae  supposition  of  this  double  employ,  and  then  coo- 
ader  whether,  after  a  reasonable  estimation  of  the  num- 
ber of  rogues,  and  fools,  and  scoundrels,  and  prosti- 
voL.  X.  r 
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tutes,  that  are  mixed  with,  and  help  to  make  up  ne- 
cessarily their  million  of  predecessors,  posterity  will 
have  much  reason  to  boast  of  the  noble  blood  of  the 
then  existing  set  of  Chevaliers  of  Cindnnatus.  The 
future  genealogists,  too,  of  these  Chevaliers,  in  proving 
the  lineal  descent  of  their  honor  through  so  many  gen- 
erations (even  supposing  honor  capable  ki  its  nature 
of  descendmg),  will  only  prove  the  small  share  of  tbi» 
honor,  which  can  be  justly  claimed  by  any  one  of  them ; 
since  the  above  sim{)le  process  in  arithmetic  makes  it 
quite  plam  and  clear,  that,  in  proportion  as  the  antiqui^ 
of  the  family  shall  augment,  the  right  to  the  honor 
of  the  ancestor  wiU  diminish ;  and  a  few  generations 
more  would  reduce  it  to  something  so  smsdl  as  to  be 
very  near  an  absolute  nullity,  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  Order  will  drop  this  part  of  their  project,  and  con- 
tent themselves,  as  the  Knights  of  the  Grarter,  Bath, 
Thistle,  St  Louis,  and  other  Orders  of  Europe  do, 
with  a  life  enjoyment  of  their  little  badge  and  riband, 
and  let  the  distinction  die  with  those  who  have  merited 
it.  This  I  imagine  will  give  no  offence.  For  my  own 
part,  I  shall  think  it  a  convenience,  when  I  go  into 
a  company  where  there  may  be  faces  unknown  to 
me,  if  I  discover,  by  this  badge,  the  persons  who  merit 
some  particular  expression  of  my  respect ;  and  it  wiH 
save  modest  virtue  the  trouble  of  calluig  for  our  re^ardt 
by  awkward  roundabout  intimations  of  having  been 
heretofcn^  employed  as  officers  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice. 

The  gentleman,  who  made  the  voyage  to  France  to 
provide  the  ribands  and  medals,  has  executed  his 
commission.  To  me  they  seem  tolerably  done ;  but  aH 
such  things  are  criticized.  Some  find  fault  with  the 
Latin,  as  wantbg  classical  elegance  and  correctness; 
and,  since  our  nine  universities  were  not  able  to  fur- 
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nish  better  Latin,  it  was  pity,  they  say,  that  the  mottos 
had  not  been  in  English.  Others  object  to  the  title,  as 
not  properly  assumable  by  any  but  General  Washington, 
and  a  few  others,  who  served  without  pay.  Others 
object  to  the  bald  eagle  as  looking  too  much  like  a  dm- 
dan,  or  turkey.  For  my  own  part,  I  wish  the  bald  eagle 
had  not  been  chosen  as  the  representative  of  our  coun- 
try;  he  is  a  bird  of  bad  moral  character;  he  does  not 
get  his  living  honestly ;  you  may  have  seen  him  perched 
on  some  dead  tree,  where,  too  lazy  to  fish  for  himself, 
he  watches  the  labor  of  the  fishingThawk ;  and,  when 
that  diligent  bird  has  at  length  taken  a  fish,  and  is 
bearing  it  to  his  nest  for  the  support  of  his  mate  and 
young  ones,  the  bald  eagle  pursues  him,  and  takes  it 
from  him.  With  all  this  injustice  he  is  never  m  good 
case ;  but,  like  those  among  men  who  live  by  sharping 
and  robbing,  he  is  generally  poor,  and  often  very  lousy. 
Besides,  he  is  a  rank  coward;  the  litde  kingbird,  not 
bigger  than  a  sparrow,  attacks  him  boldly  and  drives 
him  out  of  the  district  He  is  therefore  by  no  means 
a  proper  emblem  for  the  brave  and  honest  Cincinnati 
of  America,  who  have  driven  all  the  kingbirds  from  our 
country;  though  exactly  fit  for  that  order  of  knights, 
which  the  French  call  Chevaliers  d^ Industrie. 

I  am,  on  this  account,  not  displeased  that  the  figure 
is  not  known  as  a  bald  eagle,  but  looks  more  like  a 
turkey.  For  in  truth,  the  turkey  is  in  comparison  a 
much  more  respectable  bird,  and  withal  a  true  original 
native  of  America.  Eagles  have  been  found  in  all 
countries,  but  the  turkey  was  peculiar  to  ours;  the 
first  of  the  species  seen  in  Europe,  bemg  brought  to 
France  by  the  Jesuits  from  Canada,  and  served  up  at 
the  wedding  table  of  Charies  the  Ninth.*    He  is,  be- 

*  A  learned  friend  of  the  Editor*B  has  observed  to  liim,  that  this  is  a 
mistake,  as  Turktfjga  were  found  in  great  plenty  by  Cortes,  when  he 
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sides,  (though  a  little  vain  and  silly,  it  is  true,  but  not 
the  worse  emblem  for  that,)  a  bird  of  courage,  and 
would  not  hesitate  to  attack  a  grenadier  of  the  Brityi 
guards,  who  should  presume  to  invade  his  farmyard 
with  a  red  coat  on. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  the  criticisms  made  upon  thdr 
Latin.  The  gallant  officers  of  America  may  not  have 
the  merit  of  being  great  scholars,  but  they  undoubt- 
edly merit  much,  as  brave  soldiers,  from  thdr  country, 
which  should  therefore  not  leave  them  merely  to  feme 
for  their  "  virtutis  fremiumy^  which  is  one  of  tbehr  Latm 
mottos.  Their  " esto  perpetuay^  another,  is  an  excd- 
lent  wish,  if  they  meant  it  for  their  country;  bad,  if 
intended  for  their  Order.  The  States  ^uld  not  only 
restore  to  them  the  omnia  of  their  first  motto,*  which 
many  d*  them  have  left  and  lost,  but  pay  them  justly, 
and  reward  them  generously.  They  should  not  be 
suffered  to  remain,  with  all  their  new  created  chivdry, 
entirely  in  the  situation  of  the  gentleman  in  the  stoiy, 
which  their  omnia  reKqtdt  reminds  me  of.  You  know 
every  thing  makes  me  recollect  some  story.  He  had 
built  a  very  fine  house,  and  thereby  much  impaired  his 
fortune.  He  had  a  pride,  however,  in  showing  it  to 
his  acquaintance.  One  of  them,  after  viewing  it  aB, 
remarked  a  motto  over  the  door  « OIA  VANITAS.*" 
**  What,"  says  he,  "is  the  meaning  of  this  OIA?  it  s 
a  word  I  don't  understand."  "I  wiU  tell  you,*  mdd 
the  gentleman ;  "  I  had  a  mind  to  have  the  niottd  cot 
on  a  piece  of  smooth  marble,  but  there  was  not  itxm 


invaded  and  conqoered  Mexico,  before  the  time  of  Charies  the  TweMi. 
That  this,  and  their  bein^  brought  to  old  Spain,  is  mentioned  bj  F0l0r 
Maityr  of  Anghiera,  who  was  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  the  IndiM, 
established  immediately  afler  Uie  discovery  of  America,  and  penomaOjf 
aequairUed  wUh  Cotumims,  —  W.  T.  F. 
*  *<  Omnia  reliquit  servare  rempublicam." 
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for  it  between  the  ornaments,  to  be  put  in  characters 
large  enough  to  be  read.  I  therefore  made  use  of  a 
contraction  anciently  very  common  in  Latm  manuscripts, 
whereby  the  m^s  and  n's  in  words  are  omitted,  and  the 
omission  noted  by  a  little  dai^  above,  which  you  may 
see  there ;  so  that  the  word  is  omniUy  omnia  yanitas.'' 
**  O,'!  said  his  friend,  **l  now  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  your  motto,  it  rdates  to  your  edifice ;  and  signifies, 
that,  if  you  have  abridged  your  omiiio,  you  have,  never- 
theless, left  your  yanitas  legible  at  full  length."  I 
am,  as  ever,  your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Franklin. 


FROM   WILLIAM   8TRAHAN   TO   B.   FRANKLIN. 

ttrgifig  Dr.  Franklin  to  visii  England. 

London,  I  Febraaiy,  17M. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  in  August  last,  in  answer  to  your 
very  kind  note  of  July  29th,  enclosing  a  Ime  to  you 
from  Mrs.  Bache,  which  I  then  foi^ot  to  return  to  you, 
but  which  I  now  enclose.  This  letter  I  sent  by  the 
common  post,  which  I  hope  came  safe  to  hand,  though 
I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  since. 

I  therein  acknowledged,  and  beg  leave  to  repeat 
my  warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  very  friendly  and 
effectual  patronage,  you  and  your  good  family  on  the 
other  sMe  of  the  water  afforded  my  poor,  helpless,  and 
smgularly  distressed  kinswoman,  than  whom  none  can 
be  more  grateful  or  more  deserving  the  great  kindness 
you  have  shown  her.  By  this  time,  I  dare  say,  you 
are  convinced,  that  the  high  character  I  presumed  to 
give  you  of  her  was  in  no  shape  exaggerated,  and  that 
she  b  really  the  worthy  and  accomplished  young  wo- 

VOL.  X.  9  F*' 


66  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [Mr.TS. 

man  I  represented  her  to  be.  Her  late  letters  to  me 
are  all  full  of  the  strongest  expressions  of  gratitude  for 
Mrs.  Bache's  continued  goodness  to  her. 

Notwithstanding  what  you  told  me  in  your  la8t»  I 
cannot,  nor  will  I,  renounce  all  hope  of  seeing  you  again^ 
and  that  soon  too.  You  have  so  many  friends  here^ 
whom  you  love,  because  they  love  you,  and  whom  you 
must  therefore  be  anxiously  eager  to  see,  that  I  judge 
it  needless  to  add  any  other  inducements,  though  I 
could  mention  many,  which  I  dare  say  will  readily  oc- 
cur to  yourself.  In  short,  I  am  clearly  for  your  spend- 
ing the  rest  of  your  days  here,  where  you  know  you 
may  have  every  comfort  and  amusement  this  woiid 
can  afford,  and  where  you  can  most  easily  and  most 
perfecdy  enjoy  yourself  in  your  own  way.  I  earnestly 
request  you  will  give  all  due  attention  to  this  advice, 
which  I  wish  to  impress  upon  you  with  all  possible 
earnestness.  One  ai^ument  only  will  I  now  add  more. 
I  hear,  and  with  real  concern  I  hear  it,  that  you  are 
afflicted  with  the  gout  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  here 
is  the  best  medical  assistance  this  woAd  affords.  And 
now  I  will  not  tease  you  more  upon  this  subject  til 
I  have  the  happiness  of  hearing  from  you  again. 

We  are  still  in  the  greatest  political  confusion  here. 
After  several  adjournments,  we,  the  House  of  Commons^ 
meet  again  to-morrow ;  but  I  do  not  hear  that  any  ccm- 
ciliation,  so  much  wanted,  is  likely  to  take  place.  Wliat 
this  will  end  in,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say;  but  it 
is  not  probable  we  can  remain  many  days  longer  in 
our  present  situation.  My  family  are  all  in  their  or- 
dinary health,  and  will  be  very  happy  to  see  you  once 
more  in  this  still  most  agreeable  country.  I  remaiD 
with  unalterable  esteem  and  affection,  dear  Sir,  Sue. 

William  Strarait. 


Mit.  7&]  CORRESPONDBNGS.  07 

TO   HEKRT   LAtTRENS. 

Remarks  on  the  British  Government. 

Paasy,  13  February,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  mstant  by  your  son, 
with  the  newspapers,  for  which  I  thank  you.  The 
disorders  of  that  government,  whose  constitution  has 
been  so  much  praised,  are  come  to  a  height  that  threat- 
ens some  violent  convulsion,  if  not  a  dissolution;  and 
its  physicians  do  not  even  seem  to  guess  at  the  cause 
of  the  disease,  and  therefore  prescribe  insufficient  reme* 
dies,  such  as  place  bills,  more  equal  representation, 
more  frequent  elections,  &c.  &c.  In  my  humble  opin- 
ion, the  malady  consists  in  the  enormous  salaries,  emolu- 
ments, and  patronage  of  great  offices.  Ambition  and 
avarice  are  separately  strong  passions.  When  they  are 
united  m  pursuit  of  the  same  object,  they  are  too  strong 
to  be  governed  by  common  prudence,  or  influenced 
by  public  spirit  and  love  of  country;  they  drive  men 
irresistibly  into  factions,  cabals,  dissensions,  and  violent 
divisions,  always  mischievous  to  public  counsels,  de- 
structive to  the  peace  of  society,  and  sometimes  fatal 
to  its  existence.  As  long  as  the  immense  profits  of 
these  offices  subsist,  members  of  the  shortest  and  most 
equally  chosen  parliaments  will  have  them  in  view,  and 
contend  for  them,  and  their  contentions  will  have  all 
the  same  rumous  consequences. 

To  me,  then,  there  seems  to  be  but  one  effectual 
remedy,  and  that  not  likely  to  be  adopted  by  so  cor- 
rupt a  nation ;  which  is,  to  abolish  these  profits,  and 
make  every  place  of  honor  a  place  of  burden.  By 
that  means  the  effect  of  one  of  the  passions  above- 
mentioned  would  be  taken  away,  and  something  would 


68  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [JQt.TB. 

be  added  to  counteract  the  other.  Thus  the  number 
of  competitors  for  great  offices  would  be  diminished, 
and  the  efforts  of  those,  who  still  would  obtain  them, 
moderated. 

Thank  God  we  have  now  less  connexion  with  the 
affairs  of  these  people,  and  are  more  at  liberty  to  take 
care  of  our  own,  which  I  hope  we  shall  manage  better. 

We  have  a  terrible  winter  here;  such  another  in 
this  country  is  not  remembered  by  any  man  living. 
The  snow  has  been  thick  upon  the  ground  ever  ance 
Christmas.;  and  the  frost  constant  My  grandson  joins 
in  best  compliments  to  yourself  and  Miss  Laurens. 
With  smcere  esteem  and  affection,  I  have  the  hcmor 
to  be,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Frankun. 


TO    WILUAM   STRAHAN. 

Political  Disorders  in  England. 

Paasy,  16  Febmaxy,  1784» 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  and  read  with  pleasure  your  kind  letter 
of  the  1st  instant,  as  it  informed  me  of  the  wel&re 
of  you  and  yours.  I  am  glad  the  accounts  you  have 
fix)m  your  kinswoman  at  Philadelphia  are  agreeably 
and  I  shall  be  happy  if  any  recommendations  6rom  me 
can  be  serviceable  to  Dr.  Ross,  or  any  others,  iriends 
of  yours,  going  to  America. 

Your  arguments,  persuading  me  to  come  once  more 
to  England,  are  very  powerful  To  be  sure,  I  long 
to  see  again  my  friends  there,  whom  I  love  abundant- 
ly; but  there  are  difficulties  and  objections  of  several 
kinds,  which  at  present  I  do  not  see  how  to  get  over. 

I  lament  with  you  the  political  disorders  England  at 
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present  labors  under.  Your  papers  are  full  of  strange 
accounts  of  anarchy  and  confusion  in  America,  o(  which 
we  know  nothing,  while  your  own  aflfairs  are  really  m 
a  deplorable  situation.  In  my  humble  opinion,  the  root 
oS  the  evil  lies  not  so  much  in  too  long,  or  too  une- 
qually chosen  Parliaments,  as  in  the  enormous  salaries^ 
emduments,  Bnd  patronage  of  your  great  offices ;  and 
that  you  will  never  be  at  rest  till  they  are  all  abolished, 
and  every  place  of  honor  made  at  the  same  time,  in- 
stead of  a  place  of  profit,  a  place  of  expense  and 
burden. 

Ambition  and  avarice  are  each  of  them  strong  pas- 
sions, and  when  they  are  united  in  the  same  persons, 
and  have  the  same  objects  in  view  for  their  gratifica- 
tion, they  are  too  strong  for  public  spirit  and  love  of 
country,  and  are  apt  to  produce  the  most  violent  fac- 
tions and  contentions.  They  should  therefore  be  sep- 
arated, and  made  to  act  one  agamst  the  other.  Those 
places,  to  speak  in  oiu:  old  style  (brother  typeX  may 
be  good  for  the  chapel^  but  they  are  bad  for  the 
master,  as  they  create  constant  quarrels  that  hinder 
the  business.  For  example,  here  are  two  months  that 
your  government  has  been  employed  in  getting  its  form 
to  press;  which  is  not  yet  fit  to  v)ork  on,  every  page 
of  it  being  squabbled^  and  the  whole  ready  to  fall  into 
pie.  The  founts  too  must  be  very  scanty,  or  strangely 
out  of  sortSf  since  your  compositors  cannot  find  eithw 
ypper  or  lower  case  letters  sufficient  to  set  the  word 
Administratiox,  but  are  forced  to  be  continually  turn- 
ing for  them.  However,  to  return  to  conunon  (though 
perhaps  too  saucy)  language,  do  not  despsdr ;  you  have 
still  one  resource  left,  and  that  not  a  bad  one,  since 
it  may  reunite  the  empire.  We  have  some  remams 
(^  affection  for  you,  and  shall  always  be  ready  to  receive 
and  take  care  of  you  m  case  of  distress.    So  if  you 
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have  not  sense  and  virtue  enough  to  govern  yoursdvea^ 
e'en  dissolve  your  present  old  crazy  constitution,  and 
send  members  to  Congress. 

You  will  say  my  adcice  "  smells  of  Madeira/*  You 
are  right.  This  foolish  letter  is  mere  chitchat  between 
ourselves  over  the  second  bottle.  If,  therefore,  you 
show  it  to  anybody,  (except  our  indulgent  friends^ 
Dagge  and  Lady  Strahan)  I  will  positively  soUess  you. 
Yours  ever  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRAlTKLUr. 


TO  BEIf JAMIlf   VAUOHAir. 

Reflections  on  the  .American  Treaty  with  Enghmd. 

Pasty,  March,  1784 

Dear  Sir, 

You  mention,  that  I  may  now  see  verified  aD  you 
said  about  bmding  down  England  to  so  hard  a  peace. 
I  suppose  you  do  not  mean  by  the  American  trea^; 
for  we  were  exceeding  favorable,  in  not  insisting  on 
the  reparations  so  justly  due  for  the  wanton  bummgs 
o(  our  fine  towns,  and  devastations  of  our  plantati(ni8 
in  a  war,  now  universally  allowed  to  have  been  (Higi- 
nally  unjust  I  may  add,  that  you  will  also  see  vesn- 
fied  all  I  said  about  the  article  respecting  the  royal- 
ists, that  it  will  occasion  more  mischief  than  it  was 
mtended  to  remedy,  and  that  it  would  have  been  bet- 
ter to  have  omitted  all  mention  of  them.  England 
might  have  rewarded  them  according  to  their  merits 
at  no  very  great  expense.  After  the  harms  they  had 
done  to  us,  it  was  imprudent  to  msist  on  our  doing 
them  good. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  overturn  you  mention  of  those 
beneficial  systems  of  commerce,  that  would  have  been 
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exemjdary  to  mankind.  The  making  England  entirdiy 
a  free  port  would  have  been  the  wisest  step  ever  tak^i 
for  its  advantage. 

I  wish  much  to  see  what  you  say  a  respectable 
friend  of  mine  has  undertaken  to  write  respecting  the 
peace.  It  is  a  pity  it  has  been  delayed.  If  it  had 
appeared  earlier,  it  might  have  prevented  much  mis- 
chkf,  by  securing  our  friends  in  their  situations;  for 
we  know  not  who  will  succeed  them,  nor  what  credit 
they  will  hold. 

By  my  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  my  going  soon 
to  London,  I  meant  no  reflection  on  my  friends  or 
yours.  If  I  hstd  any  call  there  besides  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  those  whom  I  love,  I  should  have  no  doubts. 
If  I  live  to  arrive  there,  I  shall  certainly  embrace  your 
kind  invitation,  and  take  up  my  abode  with  you. 
Make  my  compliments  and  respects  acceptable  to  Mrs. 
Vaughan.  I  know  not  what  foundation  there  can  be 
for  saying  that  I  abuse  England  as  much  as  before  the 
peace.  I  am  not  apt,  I  think,  to  be  abusive;  of  the 
two,  I  had  rather  be  abused. 

Enclosed  are  the  letters  you  desire.  I  wish  to  hear 
bom  you  more  frequently,  and  to  have,  through  you, 
such  new  pamphlets  as  you  may  think  worth  my  read- 
mg.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affection- 
atdy,  B.  Franklht. 


raOM   DAVID   HARTLEY   TO   B.  FRANKLIN. 

London,  2  March,  1784. 

My  dear  Friend, 

Win  you  be   so  good   as  to  transmit  the   enclosed 

to  Mr.  Jay?     I  am  sorry  that  we   are  going  to  lose 

bim  from  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.     If  your  American 

ratification  should  arrive  speedily,  I  might  hope  to  have 
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Ae  pleasure  of  seeing  him  again  before  his  departure. 
As  soon  as  I  hear  from  you  of  the  arriral  of  your  rati- 
fication, I  will  immediately  apply  for  the  despatch  of 
the  British  ratification.  I  wish  very  much  to  have  the 
[Measure  of  conversing  with  you  again.  In  hopes  that 
that  time  may  come  soon,  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say  at  present.  Believe  me  always  to  be,  what  you 
have  always  known  me  to  have  been,  a  fiiend  of  gen- 
eral philanthropy,  and  particularly  your  ever  most  af- 
fectionate D.  Hartley. 


TO   CHARLES   THOMSON,   SECRETARY  OF   CONGRK88. 

Pasey,  9  March,  1781 

Sir, 

I  received  a  few  days  since  a  letter  bom  Annapoii^ 
dated  June  the  5th,  in  your  handwriting,  but  not 
Signed,  acquainting  the  Commissioners  with  the  canses 
of  delay  in  sending  the  ratification  of  the  defiDitne 
treaty.  The  term  was  expired  before  that  letter  came 
to  hand;  but  I  hope  no  difficulty  will  arise  from  a 
failure  in  a  point  not  essential,  and  which  was  occa- 
sioned by  accidents.  I  have  just  received  fitxn  Mr. 
Hartley  a  letter  on  the  subject,  of  which  I  endose  a 
copy. 

We  have  had  a  terrible  winter,  too,  here,  sudi  M 
the  oldest  men  do  not  remember,  and  indeed  it  has 
been  very  severe  all  over  Europe. 

I  have  exchanged  ratifications  with  the  ambassador  of 
Sweden,  and  enclose  a  copy  of  that  I  received  fix)m  hinL 

Mr.  Jay  is  lately  returned  from  England.  Mr.  Lau- 
rens is  still  there,  but  proposes  departing  for  Aaierica 
next  month,  as  docs  also  Mr.  Jay,  with  his  iunity; 
Mr.  Adams  is  in  Holland,  where  he  has  been  detaiMd 
by  business  and  bad  weather.     These  absencoi  hMt 


Mr.  7a]  CORRESPONDBNCS.  78 

oocaskmed  sonie  delays  in  our  buraiess,  but  not  of 
much  importanGe. 

The  war  long  expected  between  the  Turks  and 
Russians  is  prevented  by  a  treaty,  and  it  is  thought 
an  aoeommodation  will  likewise  take  place  between 
them  and  the  Emperor.  E?ery  thing  here  cootinues 
friendly  and  favorable  to  the  United  States.  I  am 
pestered  continually  with  numbers  of  letters  fium  people 
in  different  parts  of  Europe,  who  would  go  to  setde 
in  America,  but  who  manifest  very  extravagant  expec<- 
tations,  such  as  I  can  by  no  means  encourage,  and 
who  appear  otherwise  to  be  very  improper  persona. 
To  save  mysdf  trouble,  I  have  just  printed  some  co- 
pies of  the  enclosed  litde  piece,  which  I  purpose  to  send 
hereafter  in  answer  to .  such  letters,  fie  jdeased  to 
present  my  dutiful  respects  to  Ck)ngress,  and  believe 
me  to  be^  with  sincere  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c 

B.  Frakkuk. 


TO   HSiraY  LAURCKS. 

Pu8f  ,  19  Mareh,  1781 

DsAR  Sib, 
I  write  this  in  great  pain  from  the  gout  m  both  feet; 
but  my  young  friend,  your  son,  havhig  informed  me 
that  he  sets  out  for  London  to-morrow,  I  coukl  not 
let  slip  the  opportunity,  as  perhaps  it  is  the  cmly  safe 
one  that  may  occur  before  your  departure  for  America. 
I  wish  mine  was  as  near.  I  thmk  I  have  reason  to 
complain,  that  I  am  so  long  without  an  answer  fixxn 
Congress  to  my  request  of  recall  I  wish  rather  to 
die  in  my  own  country  than  here ;  and  though  the 
upper  part  of  the  building  appears  yet  tolerably  firm, 
jety  being  undermmed  by  the  stone  and  gout  united, 
ba  fall  cannot  be  bar  distant* 

VOL.  X.  10  Q 
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You  are  so  good  as  to  offer  me  your  friendly  ser- 
vices. You  cannot  do  me  one  more  acceptable  at 
present,  than  that  of  forwarding  my  dismisskm.  In  aD 
other  respects,  as  well  as  that,  I  shall  evor  look  on 
your  friendship  as  an  honor  to  me;  being  with  sin- 
cere and  great  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

•    B.  Fraitklut. 

P.  S.  March  13.  Having  had  a  tolerable  night,  I 
.find  myself  something  better  this  morning.  In  read- 
ing over  my  letter,  I  perceive  an  omission  of  my  thanks 
for  your  kind  assurances  of  never  forsakmg  my  defeiAce, 
should  there  be  need.  I  apprehend  that  the  TioleDt 
antipathy  of  a  certain  person  to  me  may  have  pro- 
duced some  calumnies,  which,  what  you  have  seen 
and  heard  here  may  enable  you  to  refute.  You  will 
thereby  exceedingly  oblige  one,  who  has  lived  beyond 
all  other  ambition,  than  that  of  dying  with  the  &ir 
character  he  has  long  endeavoured  to  deserve.  As  to 
my  infallibility,  which  you  do  not  undertake  to  niun- 
tain,  I  am  too  modest  myself  to  claim  it,  that  is,  tn 
general;  though  when  we  come  to- particulars^  I,  like 
other  people,  give  it  up  with  difficulty.  Steele  says, 
that  the  difference  between  the  Church  of  Rome,  and 
the  Church  of  England  on  that  point,  is  only  this ;  that 
the  one  pretends  to  be  infidlible^  and  the  other  to 
be  never  in  the  wrong.  In  this  latter  sense,  we  are 
most  of  us  Church  of  England  men,  though  few  of 
us  confess  it,  and  express  it  so  naturally  and  franUj, 
as  a  certain  lady  here,  who  said,  '^  I  do  not  know  how 
it  happens,  but  I  meet  with  nobody,  except  mysdC 
that  is  always  in  the  right ;  Je  ne  trotwe  que  tnai  q^  a 
taujaurs  raison.^^ 

My  grandson  joins  me  m  affectionate  respects  to 
you  and  the  young  lady;  with  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  prosperity. 
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TO   MRS.   MARY   HEW60N. 

Passy,  19  Maich,  1784. 

You  win  forget  me  quite,  my  dear  old  friend,  if  I 
do  not  write  to  you  now  and  then. 

I  still  exist,  and  still  enjoy  some  pleasure  in  that 
exbtence,  though  how  m  my  seventy-ninth  year.  Yet 
I  feel  the  infirmities  of  age  come  on  so  fast,  and  the 
building  to  need  so  many  repairs,  that  in  a  litde  time 
the  owner  will  find  it  cheaper  to  pull  it  down  and 
build  a  new  one.  I  wish,  however,  to  see  you  first, 
but  I  begin  to  doubt  the  possibility.  My  children  join 
in  love  to  you  and  yours,  with  your  afiectionate  fiiend, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   M.   DE   LA   CONDAMINE. 

minimal  Magnetisnu  —  Cure  of  Diseases. 

?BMey,  19  March,  1784. 
SZB, 

I  received  the  .very  obliging  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writmg  to  me  the  8th  instant,  with  the  epi- 
gram, for  which,  please  to  accept  my  thanks. 

You  desire  my  sentiments  concerning  the  cures  per- 
formed by  Camus  and  Mesmer.  I  think,  that,  in  gen- 
eraly  maladies  caused  by  obstructions  may  be  treated 
by  electricity  with  advantage.  As  to  the  animal  mag- 
netism, so  much  talked  of,  I  must  doubt  its  existence 
tin  I  can  see  or  feel  some  effect  of  it  None  of  the 
cures  said  to  be  performed  by  it  have  fallen  under 
my  observation,  and  there  being  so  many  disorders 
which  cure  themselves,  and  such  a  disposition  in  man- 
kind to  deceive  themselves  and  one  another  on  these 
occasions,  and  living  long  has  given  me  so  frequent  op- 
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portunities  of  seemg  certain  remedies  cried  up  as  curing 
every  thing,  and  yet  soon  after  totally  laid  aside  as 
useless,  I  cannot  but  fear  that  the  expectation  of  great 
advantage  from  this  new  method  of  treating  diseases 
will  prove  a  delusion.  That  delusion  may,  however, 
and  in  some  cases,  be  of  use  while  it  lasts.  There 
are  in  every  great,  rich  city  a  number  of  persons,  who 
are  never  in  health,  because  they  are  fond  of  medicines, 
and  always  taking  them,  whereby  they  derange  the 
natural  functions,  and  hurt  their  constitution.  If  these 
people  can  be  persuaded  to  forbear  their  drugs,  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  cured  by  only  the  physician's  finger, 
or  an  iron  rod  pointing  at  them,  they  may  possibly 
find  good  effects,  though  they  mistsJ^e  the  cause.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklut. 


*  In  March,  1784,  Commissioners  were  appointed  at  the  instance  of 
the  King  of  France  far  examining  into  the  subject  of  animal  magnetism^ 
as  practised  by  the  followers  of  Mesmer.  Five  members  were  selected 
ttom  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  namely,  Franklin,  Le  Roy,  BaiUy, 
De  Bory,  and  Lavoisier.  To  these  were  joined  Majaalt,  Sallin,  D^Arcet, 
and  Guillotin,  from  the  Faculty  of  Medicine.  The  Commissioners  went 
through  a  long  and  detailed  intestigaUon,  and  presented  an  ekboralt 
report  on  the  11th  of  August 

In  writing  to  Dr.  Ingcnhousz  some  time  aflerwards  on  this  subject. 
Dr.  Franklin  sdd;  *<  Mesmer  is  still  here,  and  has  still  some  adherenli 
and  some  practice.  It  is  surprising  how  much  credulity  slUl  sobsiaci 
in  the  world.  I  suppose  all  the  physicians  in  France  put  togetli^ 
have  not  made  so  much  money,  during  the  time  he  has  been  here,  as 
he  alone  has  done.  And  we  have  now  a  (Mh  f>lly.  A  imgnMmt 
pntsodsi  that  he  can,  by  establuihing  what  is  called  a  rapport  balwata 
any  person  and  a  tomiuimW^,  put  it  in  the  power  of  that  person  to 
direct  the  actions  of  the  somnambtdt^  by  a  simple  strong  volition  oi4y, 
without  speaking  or  making  any  signs ;  and  many  people  dafly  ilock  to 
wm  this  strange  operation." 
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FEOM   RICHARD   PRICE   TO   B.   FRANKLUf. 

T%e  Royal  Society.  —  PoBtical  Jffirirs  in  Enghtnd.— 
Dr.  Pricffs  Design  to  write  concerning  the  IMted 
States. 

Newington-Green,  6  A|Mril,  1784. 

My  dear  Frieitd, 

I  have  been  long  mteRding  to  write  to  you,  and  I 
feel  ashamed  that  I  have  not  done  it  sooner.  Tour 
letter,  which  was  brought  to  me  by  Mr.  Bingham,  ga?e 
me  great  pleasure.  It  enclosed  a  case  for  an  air  bal- 
loon, and  a  print,  which,  in  conformity  to  your  desire, 
I  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Royal  Sodety. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Bingham's  arrival,  Mr.  Dagge  brought 
me  your  paper  on  a  mathematical  prize  question,  pro- 
posed by  the  Royal  Academy  of  B .  I  con- 
veyed this  to  Dr  Priesdey,  and  we  have  been  eatesr- 
tained  with  the  pleasantry  of  it,  and  the  ridicule  it  ccm- 
tains. 

The  discovery  of  air  balloons  seems  to  make  the 
present  time  a  new  epoch,  and  the  last  year  will,  I 
suppose,  be  always  distinguished  as  the  year  in  which 
mankind  began  to  fly  in  France.  Nothing  has  yet 
been  done  here  m  this  way  of  any  consequence.  In 
the  Royal  Society  a  great  part  of  the  winter  has  been 
empbyed  in  a  manner  very  unworthy  of  philosophers. 
An  opposition  has  been  formed  to  the  President  Mo- 
tkms  for  censuring  hhn  have  been  repeatedly  made  at 
our  weekly  meetings,  and  supported  by  Dr.  Horsley, 
the  Astronomer  Royal,  Mr.  Maseres,  Mr.  Maty,  and 
others.  These  motions  have  produced  long  and  warm 
debates.  Lately,  there  has  been  a  suspension  of  these 
d<^tes ;  but  there  is  now  some  danger  that  they  may 
be  revived  again,  for  Mr.  Maty  has  just  resigned  his 
pboe  of  Secretary,  in  resentment 

o» 
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In  your  letter  you  have  mtimated,  that  you  then  en- 
tertained some  thoughts  of  visiting  London  in  the  spring. 
This  is  much  wished  for  by  your  friends  here,  and 
particularly  by  the  Club  at  the  London  Ck>flke  House, 
which  you  have  so  often  made  happy  by  your  com-- 
pany.  Dn  Priestley  intends  coming  to  London  fixHn 
Birmingham  in  about  a  fortnight ;  but,  could  he  reckon 
upon  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  London  at  any 
time,  he  would  contrive  to  come  up  at  that  time.  He 
has,  I  find,  been  chosen  a  member  of  the  Royal  Acad« 
amy  of  Sciences  at  Paris.  This  is  indeed  a  angular 
honor,  and  must  give  him  particular  fdeasure. 

Political  affairs  in  this  country  are  at  present  in  great 
confusion.  The  King,  after  dismissing  from  his  swvioe 
the  leaders  of  the  late  odious  coalition,  and  appointin( 
other  ministers  in  their  room,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
kmgdom,  has  at  last  found  it  necessary,  m  order  to 
maintain  the  new  ministers  in  power,  and  to  cany  om 
the  public  busmess,  to  dissolve  the  Paiiiament  We 
are,  therefore,  now  in  the  midst  of  the  heat  and  com* 
motion  of  a  general  election ;  and  such  is  the  influence 
of  government  on  elections,  and  also  the  present  tem* 
per  of  the  people,  that  probably  the  new  ministers  wiB 
have  a  great  majority  in  their  favor  in  the  new  Pta^ 
Uament 

The  more  wise  and  virtuous  part  of  the  nation  are 
struggling  hard  to  gain  a  Parliamentary  reform,  and 
think,  with  great  reason,  that,  while  the  repreaentalaoB 
continues  such  a  mockery  as  it  is,  no  change  of  nun* 
liters  can  do  us  much  good.  But  an  equal  represenia* 
tion  is  a  blessing,  which  probably  we  shall  never  ob* 
tain  till  a  convulsion  comes,  which  will  dissdve  all  gov* 
emment  and  give  an  opportunity  for  erecting  a 
fimnie. 

In  America,  there  is,  I  hope,  an  openmg  ibr  m 


Mw.  ia]  CORBS8FOND£NC£.  79 

State  of  human  affiiira.  Indeedt  I  look  upon  the  re?o- 
lutkm  there,  as  one  of  die  most  importaot  events  m 
the  history  of  the  workL  Wishing^  Smt  the  sake  of 
mankind,  that  the  United  States  maj  impiOTe  propoty 
the  advantages  of  thar  situation,  I  have  he&k  btdy  em- 
pk)jing  mysetf  in  wilting  8efUime$d$  of  eautkn  ami 
adoicef  whkh  I  mean  to  ccmvey  to  them  as  a  last  of- 
fering of  my  good  wilL  I  know  I  am  by  no  means 
qualified  for  such  a  work,  nor  can  I  expect  that  any 
advKO  I  can  give  will  carry  much  weight  with  it,  or 
be  much  worth  th^  acceptance.  I  cannot,  however, 
satbfy  my  own  mind  without  offering  it,  such  as  it  i&* 
I  always  think  of  your  friendship  with  particubur  satis- 
faction, and  consider  it  as  one  of  the  tumors  and  bless- 
ings of  my  life.  Tou  have  attained  an  eminence  (tf 
aredit  and  usdulness  m  the  worid,  to  which  few  can 
aspke.  That  it  may  be  ccmtinued,  as  kmg  as  the 
course  of  nature  wiU  allow,  and  that  you  may  enjoy 
every  comfort  that  can  make  you  most  hai^y,  is,  dear 
Sir,  the  sincere  wish  ci  yours  most  aflfectionatdy, 

RiCHABD  PniGS. 


TO  JOHir  WALTEB. 

On  the  Logographic  Method  of  Printing. 

Paasy,  17  April,  1781 

Sib, 
I  have  received  a  book,  for  wluch  I  understand  I 
am  oUiged  to  you,  the  ^Introduction  to  Logography." 
I  have  read  it  with  attentbn,  and,  as  far  as  I  under- 
stand it|  am  much  pleased  with  it.    I  do  not  perfectly 


^  TUt  detigii  was  c«rried  into  execotioii  in  t  pampUei  entilM, 
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comprehend  the  arrangement  of  his  cases ;  but  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  pieces  by  the  roots  of  word% 
and  their  different  terminations,  is  extremely  bgenious; 
and  I  like  much  the  idea  of  cementing  the  letters,  m- 
stead  of  casting  words  or  syllables,  which  I  formerlj 
attempted,  and  succeeded  in  having  mvented  a  mouldt 
and  method  by  which  I  could  in  a  few  minutes,  fixm 
a  matrice,  and  adjust  it,  of  any  word  in  any  fount  at 
pleasure,  and  proceed  to  cast  from  it 

I  send  enclosed  a  specimen  of  some  ci  my  termi- 
nations, and  would  willingly  instruct  Mr.  Johnson  id 
the  method  if  he  desired  it ;  but  he  has  a  better.  He 
mentbns  some  unprovements  that  have  been  proposed, 
but  takes  no  notice  of  one  published  here  at  Paril^ 
m  1776;  so  I  suppose  he  has  neither  seen  nor  heaid 
of  it.  It  is  in  a  quarto  pamphlet,  entitled,  **Mnu)em 
Systhne  T)ipographiqiie^  ou  Moyen  de  dknuiuer^  de  Mai- 
iUj  dam  toutes  les  Imprimeries  de  PEurape^  le  IhwmU  $i 
le»  Frais  de  Composition,  de  Correction^  de  DisbribuOam, 
dScofwert  en  1774,  par  Madame  de  *  *  *•  Frustm 
fit  per  [dura  quod  potest  fieri  per  pauciora.  Ji  PariMf 
de  PImprimerie  Royale,  MDCCLXXYI."  It  is  dedicat- 
ed to  the  King,  who  was  at  the  expense  of  the  ex- 
periments. Two  commissaries  were  named  to  ftTftiniiu> 
and  render  an  account  of  them;  they  were  M.  Dea- 
marets,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  M.  Baibou,  an 
eminent  printer.  Their  report  concludes  thus ;  ^  Nona 
nous  contenterous  de  dire  ici,  que  M.  de  St  Paul  a 
rempli  les  engagemens  qu'il  avoit  contract^  avec  le 
Gouvemement;  que  ses  experiences  projet^  out  M 
conduites  avec  beaucoup  de  m6thode  et  dlntelligenoi 
de  sa  part;  et  que  par  des  calculs  longs  et  p£iuble% 
qui  sont  le  fruit  d'un  grand  nombre  de  combinaiaoos 
raisonn^  il  en  a  d^duit  plusieurs  resultats  qui  iii£- 
ritent  d'etre  proposes  aux  artbtes,  et  qui  nous  j 
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propres  k  6ckdrer  la  pratique  de  Pimprimerie  actueDe, 
et  k  en  abr^ger  certainement  les  proc^d^s.  Son  projet 
ne  peut  que  gagner  aux  contradictions  qu'Q  essuiera 
sans  doute,  de  la  part  des  gais  de  Tart  A  Paris,  le 
8  Janvier,  1776.''  The  pamphlet  consists  of  axty-^ 
pages,  containing  a  number  of  tables  of  words  and 
parts  of  words,  explanations  of  those  tabtesi  calcula- 
tions, answers  to  objections,  &c  I  will  endeavour  ta 
get  one  to  send  you  if  you  desire  it;  mine  is  bound 
up  with  others  in  a  vdume. 

It  was  after  seeing  this  piece,  that  I  cast  the  syllables 
I  send  you  a  sample  of.  I  have  not  heard,  that  any 
of  the  printers  here  make  at  present  the  least  use  of 
the  invention  of  Madame  de  *  *  \  You  will  observe^ 
that  it  pretended  CHily  to  lessen  the  work  by  one  half; 
Mr.  Johnson's  method  lessens  it  three  fourths.  I  shoukl 
be  glad  to  know  with  what  the  letters  are  cemented. 
I  think  cementing  better  than  casting  them  togetheri 
because  if  one  letter  happens  to  be  battered,  it  may 
be  taken  away  and  another  cemented  in  its  {dace.  I 
recdved  no  letter  with  the  pamphlet*    I  am.  Sir,  &c« 

B.  Frankun. 


*  The  logogrtqMc  method  of  priniiog  was  tried  by  a  moit  diligeal 
«iid  laborious  series  of  experiments,  at  an  enormous  expense,  by  Mr. 
Walter,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  art  himself.  Several  works  were 
printed,  as  was  the  newspaper  called  the  Timit  orifiaally,  by  that  method. 
But  it  really  Ihiled ;  some  little  time  was  saved  in  the  eampatUan^  part, 
hot  it  was  lost  in  distribution.  The  casting  was  also  triple  the  cost  of 
■tngie  types ;  for,  even  for  the  logography,  single  letters  were  first  cast 
with  one  half  the  shank  of  the  letter  shaped,  in  carpenters*  language,  like 
a  fMOfi;  those  were  composed  into  words  or  parts  of  words,  and  put  into 
a  common  matrix,  so  that  the  part  resembling  the  mortise  should  be  cast 
roood  thenk;  when  they  were  dressed  like  common  types.  It  was  an 
ait  tmrettiiig  backward.  The  expense  was  enormous,  and  it  ikiled.  h 
waa  exactly  the  same  method  as  that  pursued  in  France, — Duars. 

TOL»  X*  U 
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TO    BENJAMIN    WEBB. 

J[  new  Method  of  repaying  Money  lenL 

Pastyi  92  April,  1781 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  yours  of  the  15th  instant,  and  the  me- 
morial it  enclosed.  The  account  they  give  of  your 
situation  grieves  me.  I  send  you  herewith  a  b31  for 
ten  louis  d'ors.  I  do  not  pretend  to  gioe  such  a  sum ; 
I  only  lend  it  to  you.  When  you  shall  return  to  your 
country  with  a  good  character,  you  cannot  fiaJl  of  getting 
into  some  business,  that  will  in  time  enable  you  to 
pay  all  your  debts.  In  that  case,  when  you  meet  with 
another  honest  man  in  similar  distress,  you  must  pay 
me  by  lending  this  sum  to  him ;  enjoinmg  him  to  dit- 
(iiarge  the  debt  by  a  like  operation,  when  he  shdl 
be  able,  and  shall  meet  with  such  another  oppoftonity. 
I  hope  it  may  thus  go  through  many  hands,  before 
it  meets  with  a  knave  that  will  stop  its  progress.  This 
is  a  trick  of  mme  for  doing  a  deal  of  good  with  a  little 
money.  I  am  not  rich  enough  to  afford  much  in  good 
works,  and  so  am  obliged  to  be  cunning  and  make 
the  most  of  a  little.  With  best  wishes  for  the  suc- 
cess of  your  memorial,  and  your  future  prospaity,  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.   FRANKUir. 


TO   SAMUEL   MATHER^ 

Cotton  Mather.  —  Biographical  Jnecdotee. 

Pany,  19  Hty,  1784. 

Reverend  Sir, 
I  received  your  kind  letter,  with  your  excellent  ad- 
iice  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  which  I  read 
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with  great  pleasure,  and  hope  it  will  be  duly  r^arded. 
Such  writings,  though  they  may  be  lighdy  passed  oTer 
by  many  readers,  yet,  if  they  make  a  deep  impression 
on  one  active  mind  in  a  hundred,  the  effects  may  be 
considerable.  Permit  me  to  mention  one  litde  instance, 
which,  though  it  relates  to  myself^  will  not  be  quite 
uninteresting  to  you.  When  I  was  a  boy,  I  met  with 
a  book,  entitled  **  Essays  to  do  Good,^  which  I  think  was 
written  by  your  father.*  It  had  been  so  little  regarded 
by  a  former  possesses*,  that  several  leaves  of  it  were 
torn  (Hit;  but  the  remamder  gave  me  such  a  turn  of 
thinking,  as  to  have  an  influence  on  my  conduct  through 
life ;  for  I  have  always  set  a  greater  value  on  the  char- 
acter of  a  doer  of  good^  than  on  any  other  kind  of 
reputation ;  and  if  I  have  been,  as  you  seem  to  think, 
a  useful  citizen,  the  public  owes  the  advantage  of  it 
to  that  book. 

You  mention  your  being  in  your  seventy -eighth  year; 
I  am  in  my  seventy-nmth ;  we  are  grown  old  together. 
It  is  now  more  than  sixty  years  since  I  left  Boston,  but  I 
remember  well  both  your  father  and  grandfather,  havmg 
heard  them  both  in  the  pulpit,  and  seen  them  in  their 
houses.  The  last  time  I  saw  your  father  was  in  the 
beginning  of  1724,  when  I  visited  him  after  my  first 
trip  to  Pennsylvania.  He  received  me  in  his  library, 
and  on  my  takmg  leave  showed  me  a  shorter  way  out 
of  the  house  through  a  narrow  passage,  which  was 
crossed  by  a  beam  over  head.  We  were  still  talking 
as  I  withdrew,  be  accompanying  me  behind,  and  I 
turning  partly  towards  him,  when  he  said  hastily,  '^  Stoop, 
stoop  I  ^  I  did  not  understand  him,  till  I  felt  my  head 
hit  agsunst  the  beam.  He  was  a  man  that  never  missed 
any  occaaicn  of  giving  instruction,  and   upon   this  he 

*  Cotton  Mather. 
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said  to  me,  ^  You  are  youngj  and  haw  the  world  before 
you;  STOOP  as  you  go  through  it,  and  you  will  miss 
many  hard  thumps.^  This  advice,  thus  beat  into  my 
head,  has  frequently  been  of  use  to  me ;  and  I  often 
think  of  it,  when  I  see  pride  mortified,  and  misfortunes 
brought  upon  people  by  their  carrying  their  heads  too 
high. 

I  long  much  to  see  again  my  nadve  place,  and  to 
lay  my  bones  there.  I  left  it  in  1723;  I  visited  it  in 
1733,  1743,  1753,  and  1763.  In  1773  I  was  m  Eng- 
land;  in  1775  I  had  a  sight  of  it,  but  could  not  enter, 
it  being  in  possession  of  the  enemy.*  I  did  hope  to 
have  been  there  in  1783,  but  could  not  obtain  my 
dismission  from  this  employment  here ;  and  now  I  fear 
I  shall  never  have  that  happiness.  My  best  wishes 
however  attend  my  dear  country.  Esto  perpetua.  It 
is  now  blest  with  an  excellent  constitution ;  may  it  last 
fw  ever  I 

This  powerful  monarchy  continues  its  fiiendship  for 
the  United  States.  It  is  a  friendship  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  our  security,  and  should  be  carefully  cut 
tivated.  Britain  has  not  yet  well  digested  the  loss  of 
its  dominion  over  us,  and  has  still  at  times  some  flat- 
tering hopes  of  recovering  it.  Accidents  may  increase 
those  hopes,  and  encourage  dangerous  attempts.  A 
breach  between  us  and  France  would  infallibly  bring 
the  English  again  upon  our  backs;  and  yet  we  have 
some  wild  heads  among  our  countrymen,  who  are  en* 
deavouring  to  weaken  that  connexion!  Let  us  pre- 
serve our  reputation  by  performing  our  engagements; 
our  credit  by  fulfilling  our  contracts;  and  fiiends  by 
gratitude  and  kmdness;  for  we  know  not  how  soon 

I  II  I  1  '  ■ .  n  i- 

*  In  October,  1775,  he  went  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  as  one  of  • 
committee  from  Congresa  to  consult  with  General  Washington  reapeci- 
ing  the  afiaira  of  the  army  then  besieging  Boston. 
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we  may  again  have  occaskm  fior  all  of  them.    With 
great  and  ancere  esteem,  I  have  the  htiaor  to  b^  Sub. 

B.  FRAKKLIir. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONOKESa. 

Commerce  wUh  the  British  and  French  Colonies. 

Tnmj,  13  May.  1784. 

In  my  last  I  acquainted  your  ExceUency,  that  Mr. 
Hartley  was  soon  expected  here  to  exchange  nota- 
tions of  the  definitive  treaty.  He  is  now  arrived,  and 
proposes  to  make  the  exchange  this  afternoon.  I  shall 
then  be  enabled  to  send  a  copy.  Enclosed  is  the  new 
British  Proclamation  respectmg  our  trade  with  their 
colonies.  It  is  said  to  be  a  temporary  provisidn,  till 
Fkriisonent  can  assemble  and  make  some  proper  regu- 
lating law,  or  tOi  a  commercial  treaty  shall  be  framed 
and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hartley  expects  instructicHis  for 
planning  with  us  such  a  treaty.  The  ministry  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  too  busy  with  the  new  elections, 
when  he  left  London,  to  think  of  those  matters. 

This  court  has  not  completed  its  intended  new  sys- 
tem  for  the  trade  of  their  colonies,  so  that  I  cannot 
yet  give  a  certain  account  of  the  advantages,  that  wiH 
in  fine  be  allowed  us.  At  present  it  is  said  we  are 
to  have  two  fi'ee  ports,  Tobago  and  the  Mole,  and  that 
we  may  carry  lumber  and  all  sorts  of  provisions  to  the 
rest,  except  flour,  which  is  reserved  in  favor  of  Bor- 
deaux, and  that  we  shall  be  permitted  to  export  coffee, 
run,  molasses,  and  scMne  sugar,  for  our  own  consump- 
tioo. 

We  have  had  under  con^deration  a  oMnmercial  treaty 
proposed  to  us  by  the  Kmg  of  Prussia,  and  have  sent 
it  back  with  our  remarks  to  Mr.  Adams,  wl»>  vrill, 

VOL.  X.  H 
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I  suppose,  tmnsmh  it  immediatdy  to  Congress.  Those 
planned  with  Denmark  and  Pmtagal  wait  ks  determi- 
nation* 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the 
Congress,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  sincere  and  great 
esteem.  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Franklut. 

May  I3/A.  I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  ratifieatioii 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  on  the  part  of  his  Britauiic 
Majesty. 


TO   H£NRT   LAURENS. 

PtoH  18  May,  ITU 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  for  the  numerous  disappobtments  ycm 
have  lately  met  with.  The  world,  it  is  true,  is  fiiH  of 
disappdntments,  but  they  are  not  equally  divided,  and 
you  have  had  more  than  your  share. 

The  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty  are  now  ex- 
changed; but  Mr.  Hartley  waits  for  mstmctions  m- 
specting  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which,  fit>m  whit  you 
(A>serve,  may  probably  never  arrive.  I  shall,  howevcNr^ 
be  glad  to  receive  what  you  are  so  good  as  to 
me,  your  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  such  a  treiAjr* 

You  have  been  so  kmd  as  to  offer  me  your 
services  m  America.  You  will  oblige  me  greatly  ai 
ftnrwarding  my  dismission  from  this  empbjrmeat,  fir  I 
long  much  to  be  at  home;  and  if  you  should 
my  grandson  qualified  to  serve  the  States  as 
to  my  successor,  or  Charge  d^JffaireSy  till  a 
aor  arrives,  I  shall  thank  you  for  recommendkig  J 
Ifis  knowledge  of  this  court,  and  acquaintance  Widi 
language,  and  the  esteem  the  minister  has  far  hi 

.4.  ' 
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circumstaiices  in  his  favor ;  hb  bug  experience  in  the 
busmess  here  is  another,  he  having  served  an  appren- 
ticeship to  it  for  more  than  seven  years.  His  intdli* 
gence,  discretion,  and  address,  you  can  judge  better 
of  than  myself,  who  may  be  partial  Ifis  fidelity  and 
exactitude  m  performing  his  duty,  I  can  answer  for. 
My  best  wishes  attend  you,  your  very  valuable  son, 
and  amiable  daughter.  God  bless  you  all,  and  give 
you  a  good  voyage,  and  a  happy  meeting  with  your 
fiiends,  wiih  long  life,  health,  and  prosperity,  is  the 
fflncere  prayer  of  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

B.  Frakrlht. 


TO   CHARLES  THOMSON,   SECRETARY   OF  CONGRESS. 

RatffieaJtum  of  the  Definitive  Treaty. 

Pa»7,  13  Ifoy,  1784. 

Dear  Sib, 

Yesterday  evening  Mr.  Hartley  met  with  Mr.  Jay 
and  myself,  when  the  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty 
were  exchanged.  I  send  a  copy  of  the  English  rati* 
fication  to  the  President. 

Thus  the  great  and  hazardous  enterprise  we  have 
been  engaged  in,  is,  God  be  praised,  happily  com- 
pkited;  an  event  I  hardly  expected  I  should  live  to 
see.  A  few  years  of  peace,  well  improved,  will  re- 
store and  increase  our  strength ;  but  our  future  safety 
will  depend  on  our  union  and  our  virtue.  Britain  wiD 
be  long  watching  for  advantages,  to  recover  what  she 
has  lost  If  we  do  not  convince  the  worid,  that  we 
are  a  nation  to  be  depended  on  for  fidelity  in  treaties ; 
if  we  appear  negligent  in  paying  our  debts,  and  un- 
grateful to  those  who  have  served  and  befriended  us ; 
our  reputation,  and  all  the  strength  it  is  capable  d[ 
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procuriDg,  will  be  lost,  and  fresh  attacks  upon  us  will 
be  encouraged  and  promoted  by  better  prospects  of 
success.  Let  us  therefore  beware  of  being  lulled  into 
a  dangert)us  security;  and  of  being  both  enervated 
and  impoverished  by  luxury;  of  bemg  weakened  by 
internal  contentions  and  divisions;  of  bemg  shamefully 
extravagant  in  contracting  private  debts,  while  we  are 
backward  in  dischargmg  honorably  those  of  the  public; 
of  neglect  in  military  exercises  and  discipline,  and  in 
providing  stores  of  arms  and  munidons  of  war,  to  be 
ready  on  occasion ;  for  all  these  are  circumstances  that 
give  confidence  to  enemies,  and  diffidence  to  friends; 
and  the  expenses  required  to  prevent  a  war  are  much 
lighter  than  those  that  will,  if  not  prevented,  be  abso- 
lutely  necessary  to  maintain  it 

I  am  long  kept  in  suspense  without  being  able  to 
learn  the  purpose  of  Congress  respecting  my  request 
o(  recall,  and  that  of  some  employment  for  my  secre- 
tary, William  Temple  Franklin.  If  I  am  kept  here  an- 
other winter,  and  as  much  weakened  by  it  as  by  the 
last,  I  may  as  well  resolve  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  my  days  here ;  for  I  shall  hardly  be  able  to  bear 
the  fatigues  of  the  voyage  in  returning.  During  mj 
long  absence  from  America,  my  friends  are  continual^ 
diminishing  by  death,  and  my  inducements  to  return 
lessened  in  proportion.  But  I  can  make  no  prepf»»- 
tions  either  for  going  conveniendy,  or  staying  cooofort- 
ably  here,  nor  take  any  steps  towards  making  some 
other  provision  for  my  grandson,  till  I  know  what  I 
am  to  expect  Be  so  good,  my  dear  friend,  as  to  send 
me  a  little  private  information.  With  great  esteem,  I 
am  ever  yours,  &c. 

B.  FBAlfglillff, 


JBt.  9a]  'COERE8PONDBNOB.  8Q 

TO  MR.   AHD  UMS.  JAT* 

Pnmj,  13  May,  1784. 
Mt  dear  FRIElTDfl, 

I  find  I  shall  not  be  able  to  see  yoa  agam  as  I  in- 
tended. My  best  wishes,  however,  go  with  joo,  that 
you  may  have  a  iHt>sperous  voyage  and  a  happy  sight 
of  your  fiiends  and  fiuniHes. 

Mr.  Jay  was  so  kind  as  to  offer  his  friendly  services 
to  roe  in  Amefica.  He  will  oblige  me  much  by  ea* 
deavouring  to  forward  my  discharge  fix)m  this  CTuploy- 
ment  Repose  is  now  my  only  ambition.  If  too^  he 
should  think  with  me,  that  my  grandson  is  qualified  to 
serve  die  States  as  secretary  to  a  future  minist^  at  this 
court,  OF  as  Chargi  d^Jffaires^  and  will  be  kind  enough 
to  recommend  such  an  appcHutment,  it  will  exceedingly 
oblige  me.  I  have  twice  mentioned  this  in  my  letter 
to  Congress,  but  have  not  been  &vored  widi  any  an* 
swer;  which  is  hard,  because  the  suspense  prevents 
my  endeavouring  to  promote  him  in  some  other  way. 
I  woukl  not,  however,  be  importunate;  and  ther^KC^ 
if  Mr.  Jay  should  use  his  mteiest  withmt  effect,  I  wiH 
trouble  them  no  more  on  the  subject  My  grandson's 
acquabtance  widi  the  language,  widi  the  court  and 
customs  h^^  and  the  particular  regard  M.  de  Yer- 
gennes  has  for  him,  are  drcumstances  in  his  fiivor. 

God  bless  and  protect  you  both.  Embrace  my  fittle 
friend  fix-  me,  and  bdieve  me  ever  yours^  &c. 

B.  Fraitkiir. 


TGI.  z.  12  H 
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FROM   FRANCIS   HOPKINSOIT   TO   B.   FRANKLIN. 

Jmerican  Philosophical  Society.  —  Defects  in  the  usual 
Methods  of  teaching  Lcmguages.  —  Balhans. 

Philadelphk,  94  May,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  cannot  suffer  so  good  an  opportunity  to  pas%  with- 
out renewing  my  assurances  of  the  love  and  respect  I 
have  for  you,  mine  and  my  father's  steady  fiiend.  It 
is,  indeed,  long  since  I  have  written  to  you,  and  mocli 
longer  since  I  have  received  a  letter  from  yoa.  Your 
more  serious  and  important  avocations  are  doubtless 
the  occasion  of  both.  I  am  unwilling  to  intrude  upon 
your  time,  and  you  are  too  much  engaged  in  the  em- 
barrassing and  vexatious  duties  of  a  public  statkm  and 
political  character,  to  amuse  yourself  with  letters  of 
mere  friendship  and  private  concern. 

I  have  long  looked  for  the  additional  vdumes  of  the 
new  French  EncyclopSdie.  You  have  forwarded  threes 
namely,  the  first  volumes  of  Jurisprudence,  Natural  His- 
tory, and  Mechanics;  but  I  am  told  there  are  several 
more  published. 

I  have  industriously  applied  myself  to  raise  from  a 
state  of  lethargy  our  Philosophical  Society.  In  this  I 
have  been  assisted  by  the  steady  abilities  of  Mr.  Bit- 
tenhouse,  and  the  sanguine  vivacity  of  Mr*  Yaughan, 
whom  you  know.  To  this  end  I  delivered  a  speech 
to  the  Society  last  winter,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
rouse  their  attention  to  the  objects  of  their  institution, 
and  to  encourage  a  pursuit  of  experimental  philoso[diy, 
by  removing  what  I  believed  to  be  a  great  obstacfe^ 
especially  m  this  country,  that  is,  an  idea  that  none 
but  men  of  profound  learning  and  scholastic  educatiiA 
ought  to  meddle  with  pursuits  of  this  kind.    And  this 


JBr.  9a]  GOBRE8PONDENCS.  91 

I  didy  by  asserdng,  that  many  of  the  most  impcNrtant 
discoveries  had  been  made  by  men,  who  had  not  lib- 
eral educations,  but  were  led  to  the  discovery  d  truth 
by  a  careful  attention  to  bcts^  and  a  steady  investiga- 
tion of  the  phenomena  of  nature.* 

I  asserted,  that  the  book  of  nature  was  the  book  of 
knowledge;  that  it  was  open  to  all;  that  it  was  not 
written  in  Latin,  Greek,  or  Hebrew,  but  in  a  language 
intelligible  to  every  one,  who  would  take  the  pains  to 
read  and  observe.  This  gave  offence  to  some  of  the 
learned  fieiculty,  who  think  it  impossible  to  attain  wis- 
doa^  but  by  means  of  grammar  rules,  a  system  of  logic, 
and  the  whole  fabric  of  metaphysics.  Perhaps  I  car- 
ried my  doctrine  a  littie  too  far,  but  it  was  with  a 
view  to  encourage  those,  who  had  not  the  means  of 
a  learned  educatbn,  to  become  useful  by  experimental 
inquiiies.  I  would  send  you  a  copy  df  this  speech, 
if  I  thought  it  worth  your  attention.  It  had,  however, 
some  good  effect. 

I  have  long  thought,  that  a  great  reform  is  wanting 
in  the  education  of  youth.  Too  much  of  the  ancient 
superstitions  of  the  schools  remains.  A  great  deal  c^ 
pcedous  time  is  spent  m  forcing  upon  young  minds 
logical  and  metaphysical  subtilties,  which  can  never 
afterwards  be  applied  to  any  possible  use  in  life ;  whilst 
the  practical  branches  of  knowledge  are  either  slightiy 
gbnced  over,  or  totally  neglected.  Even  the  learned 
languages  are  in  my  opinion  taught  by  a  wrong  meth- 
od. The  grammar  should  be  the  last  book  put  mto 
the  learner's  hands.  No  language  is  built  upon  its 
grammar,  but  the  grammar  is  deduced  from  the  lan- 
guage.   Elegance  of  style  in  speaking  or  writing  can 


*  See  tbis  Addiess  in  Hopkhtsoh's  MisctUaneoua  Euays  and  Oeeth 
9Smd  miimgtf  Vol.  I.  p  359. 
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never  be  acquired  by  rules.  Conversmg  with  men  of 
a  polished  conyersation,  and  reading  books  of  approved 
composition,  will  insensibly  lead  the  ear  and  the  eye  to 
an  accurate  judgment  of  propriety  of  diction ;  and  the 
scholar  will  with  great  facility  acquire  a  taste  for  ele- 
gance, which  no  system  of  rudunents  can  ever  m- 
culcate. 

More  of  our  knowledge  is  acquired  by  habit;  than 
we  are  aware  of.  We  attribute  too  much  to  the  under* 
standing.  As  to  the  translation  of  Latin  words  into 
English,  a  vocabulary,  or  dictionary,  is  the  asly  possi- 
ble resource ;  but  the  due  arrangement  of  these  words, 
so  as  to  make  them  elegantly  expressive,  is  more  easily 
attained  by  the  ear  than  any  other  method  Aftar  tfa^ 
scholar  has  made  himself  well  acquainted  with  the 
use  of  Latin  words,  that  is,  can  tell  the  English  of 
any  Latin  word  that  occurs,  I  would  wish  that  the 
teacher,  not  a  common  schoolmaster,  but  a  goidemaa 
of  refined  taste,  should  continually  read  to  him  out  of 
the  most  approved  authors,  and  cause  the  pupS  to 
make  litde  essays  of  his  own.  My  objectbn  to  gran- 
mar  is,  that  its  rules  are  not  founded  m  nature.  In  a 
living  language  they  are  ever  fluctuating ;  general  cos* 
tom  makes  propriety;  and  even  in  languages  called 
dead,  and  therefore  fixed,  the  rules  of  grammar  ave 
necessarily  encumbered  with  so  many  exceptkmsi  that 
in  many  instances  it  is  unmaterial  whether  we  taka 
the  exceptions  to  the  rule,  or  the  rule  itself  for  the 
standard. 

But  the  learning  of  a  language  by  means  of  a  gram* 
mar  is  not  only  insufficient  to  inculcate  its  force  and 
its  elegances,  but  is  a  bar  to  the  acquirement  We 
seldom  see  common  schoolmasters,  those  haberdashers 
of  moods  and  tenses,  possessed  of  the  least  feeling  or 
taste  for  the  authors  they  teach ;  much  less  are  they 
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aUe  to  wnte  with  urbani^  m  the  hngin^e  Aqr  pro- 
fess. What  would  Ykgil  think*  could  he  hear  his 
beautifol  poem  fiittered  mto  its  grammatiral  oooqio- 
nent  parts  in  <me  of  our  schoolsl  How  woidd  Horace 
swear,  to  hear  one  of  his  Odes  paned^  as  it  is  cafled» 
by  mood  and  tensel  AD  the  ^»rit  of  deganoe  must 
evaporate  under  such  an  operation.  But  I  have  inad- 
vertently fieJIen  npoa  a  subject,  that  would  require  long 
discussion  and  argument  to  set  it  in  a  proper  Mght;  let 
us  leave  it* 

I  enclose^  for  your  amusement,  a  fitde  pece  which 
I  published  with  a  view  of  having  our  streets  better 
attended  to.  They  had  been  much  neglected  during 
the  war,  and  of  course  they  became  shamdiiDy  dirty. 
My  peifcnnance  fiiDy  answoed  my  intention,  and  abofe 
one  hundred  scavengers  ware  emjdoyed  in  two  or  three 
days  after  ks  fl^ipearance,  and  our  streets  are  now 
kept  tolerably  deuu  I  udD  also^  if  I  can  get  it,  en* 
dose  another  squib,  in  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
ridicule  fake  learning;  but  no  great  effect  is  to  be  ex«r 
pected  from  it^  as  rooted  prejudices  are  not  so  easily 
shaken. 

We  have  been  diverting  oursehres  with  raisnig  p^pef 
baDoons  by  means  of  burnt  straw,  to  the  great  astoa* 
ishment  of  the  populace.  This  discovery,  like  elec- 
tridty,  magnetism,  and  many  other  important  phenom- 
ena, serves  for  amusement  at  first;  its  uses  and  BpfH- 
cations  will  hereafter  unfold  themsehres.  There  may  be 
many  mechanical  means  of  givmg  the  baDoon  a  pro- 
gressive raotbn,  other  than  what  the  cuneat  of  wind 
would  give  it  Periiaps  this  is  as  simjde  as  any.  Let 
the  baDoon  be  oMistructed  of  an  oblong  fixm,  scmie- 


the  MljMt  oT  •dncrtjon  aHjr  b^ 
f.  Am.  YoL  I.  pi  12;  VoL  ILpp.  J,  4JL 
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thing  like  the  body  of  a  fish,  or  of  a  bird,  or  a  wherry, 
and  let  there  be  a  large  and  light  wheel  in  the  stem, 
vertically  mounted.  This  wheel  should  consist  o(  many 
vanes  or  hns  of  canvass,  whose  planes  shoald  be  am- 
mderably  inclined  with  respect  to  the  plane  of  its  mo* 
tion  exacdy  like  the  wheel  of  a  smcJie-jack.  If  the 
navigator  turns  this  wheel  swiftly  round  by  means  of  a 
winch,  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  would  (in  a  cafan  at 
least)  give  the  machine  a  progressive  motioi^  upon 
the  same  principle  that  a  boat  is  sculled  through  the 
water. 

But  my  paper  is  ahnost  out,  and  perhaps  your  pa* 
tience.  K  you  can  spare  time,  let  me  know  that  I 
live  in  your  remembrance.  Any  philosophical  comma- 
nications  will  highly  gratify  me,  and  be  thankfoDy  re- 
ceived by  our  Society,  who  expect  their  presidoit  will 
now  and  then  favor  them  with  his  notme.  Are  we 
to  hope  that  you  will  revisit  your  native  country  €r 
not;  that  country,  (oc  which  you  have  dcme  and  suf- 
fered so  much?  Whilst  there  is  any  virtue  left  m 
America,  the  names  of  Franklin  and  Wa^dungtcm  wiH 
be  held  m  the  highest  esteem.  Adieu,  and  be  as- 
sured there  is  no  one  who  k)ves  you  more,  than  your 
Sadthful  and  affectionate 

Fraitcis  HoPKiNSOir. 


FROM   DAVID   HARTLEY   TO   B.   FRAKKLIK. 

Defects  of  Farm  m  rallying  the  Treaty.     - 

Paris,  1  Jaae,  1TB4. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  trans- 
mitted  to  London  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  CSon- 
gress  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  Great 
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Britim  and  the  United  Slates  of 

ordered  to  represoit  to  jou,  that  a 

pears  m  the  fost  paFag;nKph  of  tliat 

the  Umted  Stales  an 

contrary  to  the  eatabfialied  castoni  in  eveij  treatj  in 

lAkk  a  crowned  bead  and  a  refmbfic  are  parliesL    h 

18  likewise  to  be  obsenred,  that  the  tenn  definiliie 

orfidlef  is  used  mstead  of  definitife  ireaCi^  aad  the  con- 

cbaion  appeva  ftewise  ddkient,  as  it  is 

by  the  President,  nor  is  it  dated,  and 

wantmg  m  some  of  the  most  essentid  points  of  faiM 

necessary  towards  authenticating  the  Taicfity  of  the 

instrument. 

I  am  ordered  to  propose  to  yon,  Sr,  tiiat  these  de- 
fects m  Ae  ratification  should  be  corrected;  which  might 
▼ery  easfly  be  done,  either  by 
in  the  name  of  Congress  fer  preventing  the 
mode  of  expression,  so  £w  as  it  relates  to  precedency 
in  the  first  paragr^)h,  being  considered  as  a  precedent 
to  be  adopted  on  any  future  occasion,  or  dse  by  having 
a  new  copy  made  out  in  America,  in  whidi  these  mis- 
takes shoukl  be  corrected,  and  which  might  be  done 
without  any  prejudice  arisii^  to  either  of  the  pmties 
fitHn  the  deby.*  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  &c.  D.  HAnruET. 


•  Lotd  CarMftiben  had  vrittn  as  follow  to  Mt.  Haitlnr.— •!  t^- 
ceiTed  thii  monaog  the  ntificatioo  of  tbe  tmtj  betveea  GreaU  Bhtnm 
and  tbe  United  States  of  America;  and  I  ovn  tlMt  k  va*  vidb  tbe 
giealeit  aorpnKy  tnat  I  perceived  oo  eaaentjal  a  vaaC  ef  fem 
in  tke  Tery  fint  paiagiaph  of  tlwt  UMCnuaeal»  wkaem  Ike  Vm 
aie  mentkned  before  his  Majesty,  cootiaiy  to  tke  fHibliAed  cnmam  ok- 
•enred  in  every  treaty,  in  wbich  a  crowned  bead  and  a  repoUse  wn  eon- 
tractiof  paitiaa.  The  coTliMion  Ukeviae 
Mit  la  ootibaraigBed  by  the  Piendeac,  nor  la  it  4 
IB  waating  in  aooie  of  the  most  raafntii]  poials  of  ftm  neceaairy  torada 
anOentieatinf  te  validity  of  the  iHtnaneBt.*— A  Jmma^t,  Mmf  im. 
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TO   DAVID   HARTLEY. 

jSnswer  to  Mr.  Hartley's  Objections  to  the  Form  of  the 
Ratification  of  the  Dreaty. 

PaMf,  9  Jane,  17M. 

Sir, 

I  have  considered  the  observatioiis  you  did  me  Ae 
honor  of  communicating  to  me,  concerning  certain  in- 
accuracies of  expression,  and  supposed  defects  cf  form- 
ality, m  the  instrument  of  ratification,  some  c(  whidi 
are  said  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affect  the  yriid- 
ity  of  the  instrument. 

The  first  is,  ^that  the  United  States  are  named  be- 
fore his  Majesty,  contrary  to  the  established  custom 
observed  in  every  treaty  in  which  a  crowned  head  and 
a  republic  are  the  contracting  parties."  With  respect 
to  this,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  distinguish  between 
that  act  in  which  both  join,  to  wit,  the  treaty,  and 
that  which  is  the  act  of  each  separately,  the  ratifica- 
tion. It  is  necessary,  that  all  the  modes  of  expres- 
sion in  the  joint  act  should  be  agreed  to  by  both  parties, 
though  in  their  separate  acts  each  party  is  master  of, 
and  alone  unaccountable  for  its  own  mode.  And,  on 
inspecting  the  treaty,  it  will  be  found  that  his  Majesty 
is  always  regularly  named  before  the  United  States. 
Thus  ^^the  established  custom  in  treaties  between 
crowned  heads  and  republics,'*  contended  for  on  your 
part,  is  strictly  observed ;  and  the  ratification  following 
the  treaty  contains  these  words.  **  Now  know  ye,  that 
we,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  having 
seen  and  considered  the  definitive  articles  aforesaid, 
have  approved,  ratified,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  said  sffti- 

deS,    AND    every    PART    AND   CLAUSE   THEREOF,"  &C 
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Hereby  all  those  articles,  parts,  and  clauses,  wherein 
the  King  is  named  before  the  United  States,  are  op- 
praved,  ratified^  and  confirmed^  and  this  solemnly,  under 
the  signature  of  the  President  of  Congress,  with  the 
public  seal  affixed  by  their  order,  and  countersigned  by 
their  Secretary. 

No  declaration  on  this  subject  more  determinate  or 
more  authentic  can  possibly  be  made  or  given ;  which, 
when  considered,  may  probably  induce  his  Majes^'s 
ministers  to  wave  the  proposition  of  our  signmg  a 
similar  declaration,  or  of  sending  back  the  ratification 
to  be  corrected  in  this  point,  neither  appearing  to  be 
really  necessary.  I  will,  however,  if  it  be  still  desired, 
transmit  to  Congress  the  observation,  and  the  diffi- 
culty occasioned  by  it,  and  request  their  orders  upon 
it  In  the  mean  time  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  I 
am  confident  there  was  no  intention  of  affix>nting  his 
Majesty  by  their  order  of  nomination,  but  that  it  re- 
sulted merely  from  that  sort  of  complaisance,  which 
every  nation  seems  to  have  for  itself^  and  of  that  re- 
spect for  its  own  government,  customarily  so  expressed 
m  its  own  acts,  of  which  the  English  among  the  rest 
aflford  aa  instance,  when  in  the  title  of  the  King  they 
always  name  Great  Britain  before  France. 

The  second  objection  is,  "  that  the  term  definitive 
articles  is  used  instead  of  definitive  ireaty.^^  If  the 
words  definitive  treaty  had  been  used  m  the  ratifica- 
tion instead  of  definitive  articleSj  it  might  have  been 
more  correct,  though  the  difference  seems  not  great 
nor  of  much  importance,  as  in  the  treaty  itself  it  is 
called  "the  present  definitive  treaty. ^^ 

The  other  objections  are,  "  that  the  conclusion  like- 
wise appears  deficient,  as  it  is  neither  signed  by  the 
President,  nor  is  it  dated,  and  consequently  is  wanting 
in  some  of  the  most  essential  points  of  form  necessar}' 

VOL.    X.  13  I 
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towards  authenticating  the  vaKdity  of  the  instramenf 
The  situation  of  seals  and  signatures,  in  public  instm- 
ments,  differs  in  different  countries,  though  all  equaDj 
valid ;  for,  when  all  the  parts  of  an  instrument  are  con- 
nected by  a  ribband,  whose  ends  are  secured  un- 
der the  unpression  of  the  seal,  the  signature  and  seal^ 
wherever  placed,  are  understood  as  relatmg  to  and  au- 
thenticating the  whole.  Our  usage  is^  to  place  them 
both  together  in  the  broad  margm  near  the  beginning 
of  the  piece ;  and  so  they  stand  in  the  present  ratifica- 
tion, the  concluding  words  of  which  declare  the  mten- 
tion  of  such  signing  and  sealing  to  be  giving  authen- 
ticity to  the  whole  instrument,  viz.  "/n  testtmofiy  where- 
of, We  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  hereunto  affixed;  Witness  his  Excellency  Thomas 
Mifflin,  Esquire,  President;''  and  the  date  supposed 
to  be  omitted,  perhaps  from  its  not  appearing  in  figw^ 
is  nevertheless  to  be  found  written  in  words  at  length, 
viz.  "this  fourteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,** 
which  made  the  figures  unnecessary.  With  great  es- 
teem and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  FRAirixiir. 


TO    THE    COUNT   DE    CAMPOMANES.* 

Franklin^ s  Writings.  —  Power  of  an  Individual  to  do 
Good.  —  TuH>  en'oneotis  Opinions  injurious  to  national 
Felicity.  —  Hereditary  Descents. 

PiMj,  5  June,  1781 

Sir, 
I  have  received  much  instruction  and  pleasure  in 
reading  your  excellent  writings.    I  wish  it  were  in  my 

*  Campomanes  was  eminent  as  a  scholar,  a  statesman,  and  a  wiitar 
of  enlarged  and  liberal  ideas.    He  held  yarious  high  offices  at  diffnenl 
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power  to  make  you  a  suitable  return  of  the  same  kind. 
I  embrace  the  opportunity,  my  much  esteemed  friend, 
Mr.  Carmichael^  affords  me,  of  sending  you  a  late  col- 
lection of  some  of  my  occasional  pieces,  of  which,  if  I 
should  Kve  to  get  home,  I  hope  to  publish  another 
edition  much  larger,  more  correct,  and  less  unworthy 
your  acceptance.* 

Tou  are  engaged  in  a  great  woric,  reforming  the  an- 
cient habitudes,  removing  the  prejudkes,  and  promoting 
the  industry  of  your  nation.  Tou  have  in  the  Spanish 
people  good  stuff  to  work  upon,  and  by  a  stea4y  per- 
severance you  will  obtain  peiiiaps  a  success  beyond 
your  expectation;  for  it  is  incredible  the  quandty  d* 
good  that  may  be  done  in  a  country  by  a  single  man, 
who  will  make  a  business  of  it,  and  not  suffer  himsdf 
to  be  diverted  from  that  purpose  by  different  avoca- 
tion%  studies,  or  amusements. 

There  are  two  (pinions  prevalent  in  Europe,  which 
have  mischievous  effects  in  diminishing  national  felkity ; 
the  one,  that  useful  labor  is  dishonorable;  the  o&er, 
that  families  may  be  perpetuated  with  estates.  In 
America  we  have  neither  of  these  prejudices,  which 
is  a  great  advantage  to  us.     You   will   see  our  ideas 

tines,  and,  amon^  others,  those  of  President  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
History,  President  of  the  Council  of  Castile,  and  Minister  of  State.  Dr. 
Robertson,  speaking  of  some  of  his  writings,  says,  "  Almost  every  point 
of  importance  with  respect  to  interior  police,  taxation,  agriculture,  man- 
ufkctures,  and  trade,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign,  is  examined  in  the 
course  of  these  works;  and  there  are  not  many  authors,  even  in  the 
natioiit  most  eminent  for  commercial  knowledge,  who  have  carried  on 
their  inquiries  with  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  those  various  sub- 
jects, and  a  more  perfect  freedom  from  vulgar  and  national  prejudices, 
mr  who  have  united  more  happily  the  calm  researches  of  philosophy 
with  the  ardent  zeal  of  a  public-spirited  citizen.  These  books  are  in 
high  estimation  among  the  Spaniards;  and  it  is  a  decisive  evidence  of 
the  progress  of  their  own  ideas,  that  they  are  capable  of  relishing  an 
author,  whose  sentiments  are  so  liberal."  —  HtHory  of  Ameriea,  B.  VIII. 
*  This  design  was  never  fulfilled. 
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respecting  the  first,  in  a  little  piece  I  send  you,  caDed 
Information  to  those  who  would  remove  to  Anerica.^ 
The  second  is  mathematically  demonstrable  to  be  an 
impossibility  under  the  present  rules  of  law  and  religion. 
Since,  though  the  estate  may  remain  entire,  the  fenuly 
b  continually  dividing.  For  a  man's  son  is  but  half  of 
his  family,  his  grandson  but  a  fourth,  his  great  grand- 
son but  an  eighth,  the  next  but  a  sixteenth  of  his 
family ;  and,  by  the  same  progression,  in  only  nine  gen- 
erations the  present  proprietor's  part  in  the  then  pos- 
sessor of  the  estate  wiQ  be  but  a  five  hundred  and 
twelfth,  supposing  the  fidelity  of  all  the  succeeding 
wives  equally  certain  with  that  of  those  now  existing ; 
too  small  a  portion,  methinks,  to  be  anxious  about,  so 
as  to  oppose  a  legal  liberty  of  breaking  entedls  and  di- 
▼idmg  estates,  which  would  contribute  so  much  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  With  great  and  smcere 
esteem  and  respect,  and  best  wishes  for  the  success 
of  your  patriotic  undertaking,  I  have  the  h<mor  to  be. 
Sir,  &c.  B.  FRAiTKLiir. 


TO    THE    PRESIDE19T   OF   CONGRESS. 

Definitive  Treaty  ratified.  —  Jay  and  Laurens.  —  T%e 
Marquis  de  Lafayette. 

Pawy,  16  June,  1784 

Sir, 

My  letter  by  Mr.  Jay  acquainted  your  Excellency, 
that  the  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty  were  ex- 
changed. A  copy  of  the  British  part  was  also  sent 
by  him. 

Mr.  Hartley  remained  here  expecting  instructions  to 

•  Se€  VoL  a  IK  407. 
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treat  with  us  oa  the  subject  of  comoierce.  The  bustle 
attending  a  new  election  and  meeting  of  Parliament, 
he  imagined  might  occasion  the  long  delay  of  those 
bstnictions.  He  now  thmks,  that,  the  affair  of  the 
American  trade  being  under  the  consideration  d*  Par- 
liament, it  is  probable  no  treaty  will  be  proposed  till 
the  result  is  known.  Mr.  Jay,  who  sailed  for  America 
the  1st  instant  from  Dover,  and  who  saw  there  several 
of  our  friends  from  London  before  bis  departure,  and 
Mr.  Laurens  who  left  London  the  6th  to  go  cm  in 
the  Falmouth  packet,  will  be  able  to  give  you  more 
perfect  informations  than  I  can,  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected as  the  determination  of  the  British  government 
respectmg  our  intercourse  with  their  islands;  and, 
thea^ore,  I  omit  my  conjectures,  only  mentioning,  that 
trom  various  circumstances  there  seems  to  be  some 
hirking  remains  of  ill  humor  there,  and  d*  resentment 
agamst  us,  which  only  wants  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
manifest  itselfl 

This  makes  it  more  necessary  for  us  to  be  upcm  our 
guard,  and  prepared  for  events,  that  a  change  in  the 
affiors  of  Europe  may  produce ;  its  tranquUlity  depend- 
ing, perhaps,  on  the  life  of  one  man,  and  it  being  im- 
possible to  foresee  in  what  situation  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  its  various  interests  may  place  us.  Ours  will 
be  respected  in  proportion  to  the  apparent  solidity  of 
our  government,  the  support  of  our  credit,  the  main- 
tenance of  a  good  understanding  with  our  friends,  and 
our  readiness  for  defence.  All  which  I  persuade  my- 
self will  be  taken  care  of. 

-  Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hart- 
ley to  me,  respectmg  some  supposed  defects  in  the 
ratification,  together  with  my  answer,  which  he  has 
transmitted  to  London.  The  objections  appeared  to 
me  trivial  and  absurd ;  but  I  thought  it  prudent  to  treat 
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them  with  as  much  decency  as  I  could,  lest  the  iH 
temper  should  be  augmented,  which  might  be  particu- 
lariy  inconvenient,  while  the  commerce  was  under  con- 
sideration. There  has  not  yet  been  tme  for  Afr. 
Hartley  to  hear  whether  my  answer  has  been  satis- 
fectory,  or  whether  the  ministers  will  still  insist  on  my 
sending  for  an  amended  copy  from  America,  as  they 
proposed. 

I  do  not  perceive  the  least  diminution  in  the  good 
disposition  of  this  court  towards  us,  and  I  hope  care 
wiB  be  taken  to  preserve  it 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  will  have  the  honor 
ci  delivering  this  to  you,  has,  ever  since  his  arrival  in 
Europe,  been  very  industrious  in  his  endeavours  to 
serve  us,  and  promote  our  interests,  and  has  been  of 
great  use  on  several  occasions.  I  should  wish  die 
Congress  might  think  fit  to  express  in  some  preper 
manner  their  sense  of  his  merit. 

My  malady  prevents  my  going  to  VersaiDesi  m  I 
cannot  bear  a  carriage  upon  pavem^it;  but  my  grand- 
son goes  regularly  on  court  days  to  supply  my  placet 
and  is  weO  received  there.  The  last  letters  I  have 
had  the  honor  d*  receiving  from  you,  are  of  the  14di 
of  January.    With  great  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  FRANKinr. 


VROM   THOMAS   JEFFSRSOH   TO   B.   FRANKUH.* 

Boston,  19  June,  1781 

Dear  Sir, 
Supposmg  that  Congress  would  communicate  to  you 
direcdy  the  powers  committed  to  yourself,  Mr.  Adamiiy 

*  Mr.  Jeffenon  was  appointed  by  Congress,  on  the  7th  of  May,  a  com- 
missioner to  join  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams  in  negotiating  treaties  of 
commerce  with  the  European  powers.  He  sailed  from  Boston  on  the 
5th  of  July,  and  arrived  in  Paris  on  the  6th  of  August 
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and  myself^  I  have  delayed  from  day  to  day  the  honor 
of  writing  to  you,  m  hopes  that  every  day  would  open 
to  me  a  certainty  of  die  time  and  place  at  which 
I  might  sail  A  French  packet  will  leave  New  York 
early  in  the  next  month.  By  her  I  mean  to  take  my 
passage,  and  may  therefore  expect,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  joining  you  at 
P^s  in  the  middle  or  latter  part  of  August,  and  of 
communicating  the  commissions  and  instructions  under 
which  we  are  to  act.  The  latter  are  more  special, 
than  those  heretofore  sent  I  shall  then  also  have  the 
pleasure  of  giving  you  more  particular  mformation  of 
the  situation  of  our  affairs,  than  I  can  do  by  letter; 
m  general,  I  may  observe  to  you,  that  their  aspect  is 
encouraging. 

Congress,  understanding  that  Mr.  Jay  was  probably 
on  his  passage  to  America,  appomted  him  their  secre- 
tary for  f<H«ign  affairs.  It  would  give  me  peculiar 
I^Msure  to  meet  with  him  before  my  departure,  and 
to  know  that  he  will  act  in  an  office  with  which  we 
shall  be  so  immediately  connected.  Congress  ad- 
journed on  the  3d  of  June,  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the 
first  Monday  of  November,  leaving  a  committee  of  the 
States  at  the  helm  during  their  recess. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  Mrs.  Bache 
and  her  family  were  well  when  I  left  Philadelphia, 
wluch  was  about  three  weeks  ago.  In  hopes  of  join- 
mg  you  neariy  as  soon  as  you  will  receive  this  letter, 
I  subscribe  myself,  with  very  sincere  esteem  and  re- 
gard, dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Jefferson. 


104  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [.fiT.78. 

FROM   WILLIAM   CARMICHAEL   TO  B.   FRANKLIN. 

Madrid,  9  Jalj,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  arrived  here  on  the  26th  of  June.  My  first  busi- 
ness was  to  present  myself  at  Aranjuez,  where  the 
court  then  resided.  I  had,  in  some  measure,  engaged 
before  my  departure  from  Spain  to  return  before  the 
regal  family  left  that  residence.  So  far  I  have  fulfilled 
my  engagements.  On  this  account  I  set  oS  fit)m  Paris 
more  abruptly  than  I  wished  to  do.  I  do  not  know  as 
yet,  whether  I  may  not  have  given  more  offence  to  my 
personal  friends  there,  by  the  precipitation  with  which 
I  left  them,  than  I  have  given  satisfaction  to  my  po- 
litical ones  here,  by  the  desire  which  I  have  manifested 
to  return  agreeably  to  my  promise.  I  have,  however, 
the  consolation  to  find,  that  I  have  been  received  indi- 
vidually in  a  manner  that  is  highly  flattering  to  me^ 

I  have  delayed  writing  to  your  Excellency,  because 
I  expected  to  have  an  answer  to  send  you  to  the 
letter,  which  you  wrote  to  the  Count  de  Campomanes 
by  me.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  you  are 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  6f  History 
here,  and  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  enclosing 
you  the  diploma,  and  the  answer  of  the  Count  de 
Campomanes  to  your  Excellency's  letter,  by  the  next 
post  The  little  works  you  gave  me  will  soon  appear 
in  a  Spanish  dress.  If  they  lose  by  the  change  of 
costume,  I  can  assure  you  that  it  will  not  be  the  fauk 
of  the  translator,  who  wishes  to  preserve  the  true  SGoae, 
spirit,  and  sunplicity  of  the  original. 

In  a  few  days,  as  I  hope  to  have  more  leisure,  I  shall 
have  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  more  explicitly.  You 
seem  to  be  a  prophet  on  more  than  one  occasion,  for 
I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  suggesting  an  idea,  that 
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you  gare  me  widi  respect  to  Chba.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  beg  your  ExceDency  to  mention  me  in  Ae  proper 
mann^  to  your  grandson,  and  to  aD  dioae  wlio  do  me 
die  honor  to  remember  me,  and  to  bdsere  me,  with 
die  highest  respect  and  the  most  sincere  aflfectbn,  iuc. 

William  Cabmichakl. 


FROM   RICHARD   PRICE   TO   B.   FRAVKLDT. 

Dr.  Prices  PampkUt  an  the  American  RevohtiatL 
Letter  Jnrn  M.  TW^of. 

fiewingUm  Gxeen,  IS  Mj,  17ML 

Dear  Sir, 

I  request  your  acceptance  of  die  pan^iUet,  whidi 
acoHnpanies  tins  l^ter.*  It  is  mtended  entirely  far 
America,  and  you  are  one  of  the  first  persons  to  whom 
it  has  been  ccmimunicated  Most  of  the  few  copids, 
^vloch  I  have  printed,  wiD  be  oonreyed  to  Ammra,  and 
I  hope  the  United  States  wffl  forgive  my  presumption 
in  supponng  mysdf  qualified  to  advise  tfaeoL  Indeed, 
I  ahnost  feel  myself  adiamed  at  vdiat  I  have  done; 
but  die  oonsdousness  which  I  have,  that  it  is  wdl  in- 
tended, and  that  my  address  to  diem  is  tke  effusien 
ef  a  heart  that  wishes  to  serve  the  best  mterests  of 
mxietjj  helps  to  reconcile  me  to  myself  in  this  ipstaace, 
and  it  will,  I  hope,  engage  the  candor  of  odier&. 

The  letta*  torn  hL  Tui|;ot,  whidi  yoo  wffl  receive 
widi  diis,  stands  at  present  m  the  press^  and  wiD  stend 
diere  dll  I  shaD  be  made  acquamted  with  yow  opinion 
concerning  die  proprie^  of  making  it  pubfic,  by  con- 
veying it  to  the  United  States  with  my  own  pamphlet 
The  reason  of  my  cbubts  about  this  is  the  diarge  of 
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secrecy  with  which  it  concludes,  and  which  you  will 
find  written  in  the  margm.  In  compliance  with  thb 
charge,  I  have  hitherto  kept  this  letter  private,  but  late- 
ly I  have  considered,  that  probably  it  was  only  some 
apprehension  of  personal  inconvenience,  that  led  him 
to  give  this  charge,  and  that  consequently  the  obliga- 
tion to  comply  with  it  ceased  with  his  life.  Dread- 
mg,  however,  every  thing  that  might  be  reckoned  a 
breach  of  confidence,  my  scruples  are  contmually  re- 
tummg  upon  me;  and  I  feel  them  the  more,  when  I 
thmk  that  possibly  he  may  have  left  a  family,  wludh 
may  suflfer  in  France,  when  it  appears  there  that  he 
was  so  much  a  fiiend  to  liberty,  as  this  letter  will  show 
him  to  have  been. 

In  this  state  of  mind,  I  cannot  make  myself  easy  m 
any  other  way,  than  by  determining  to  request  the  &- 
vc»*  of  your  judgment  and  to  abide  by  it  Should  you 
think,  that  no  ill  consequences  can  result,  fit>m  pub- 
lishing this  letter,  to  any  family  that  M.  Turgot  may 
have  left,  and  that  his  death  has  freed  me  fit>m  any 
obligation  to  keep  it  secret,  I  will  order  it  to  be  print- 
ed off,  and  send  it  to  America  with  my  pamphlet 
Should  you  think  the  contrary,  it  shall  be  suppressed, 
and  I  shall  depend  on  your  being  so  good  as  to  de- 
stroy the  copy  sent  you.  You  will  add  much  to  the 
obligation  I  am  under  to  you  for  all  your  fiiradahip^ 
by  giving  me  a  few  lines  on  this  subject  as  soon  as 
may  be  convenient  to  you.  Should  you  think  it  hn- 
proper  to  write  by  the  post,  a  letter  or  any  parcel  you 
may  wish  to  convey  to  London,  may  be  sent  by  Miss 
Wilkes,  who  is  on  a  visit  with  the  Duchess  de  la  Val- 
Mre  at  Paris,  and  will  return  by  the  2d  of  August* 

I  wrote  to  you  by  the  post  about  three  mcmths  ago, 

^  M.  Turgot'fl  letter  was  published^  and  appended  to  Dr.  Piioe^ 
pamphlet. 
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and  hope  you  receired  my  letter.  I  have  heard  lately 
with'  pleasure,  that  you  are  pretty  well  May  your 
health,  and  life,  and  usefulness  be  continued  as  long 
as  the  course  of  nature  will  admit.  Are  we  never  to 
have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  agam  in  London  1 
I  hare  lately  been  at  Birmingham,  to  visit  Dr.  Priesdey. 
He  is  very  happy  there,  and  going  on  successfully  with 
his  experiments. 

Mrs.  Price  desires  to  be  respectfuDy  remembered  to 
yoo.  She  is  m  a  very  weak  and  low  state,  but  not 
worse  than  she  has  been  for  some  time.  We  are 
thinking  o(  spending  the  next  month  at  Brighthelmston. 
Wbhbg  you  every  blessing,  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  with 
the  greatest  regard,  ever  yours, 

Richard  Price. 


TO   THOMAS   PERCIVAL. 

Remarks  an  Duelling. 

Pa«8y,  17  July,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yesterday,  by  Mr.  White,  your  kind  letter 
of  May  11th,  with  the  most  agreeable  present  of  your 
new  book.*  I  read  it  before  I  slept,  which  is  a  proof 
of  the  good  effects  your  happy  manner  has  of  drawing 
your  reader  on,  by  mixing  little  anecdotes  and  histori- 
cal  facts  with  your  instructions.  Be  pleased  to  accept 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  pleasure  it  has 
afforded  me. 

It  is  astonishmg  that  the  murderous  practice  of  du- 
elling, which  you  so  jusdy  condemn,  should  continue 
so  long  m  vogue.  Formerly,  when  duels  were  used 
to  determine  lawsuits,  from  an  opinion  that  Providence 

•  Moral  and  Literary  DiisertotionB,  2d  edition.  —  W.  T.  P. 
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would  m  every  mstance  favor  truth  and  right  with  vic- 
tory, they  were  excusable.  At  present,  they  decide 
nothing.  A  man  says  something,  which  another  teDs 
him  is  a  lie.  They  fight ;  but,  whichever  is  kiUed,  the 
point  at  dispute  remains  unsettled.  To  this  purpose 
they  have  a  pleasant  little  story  here.  A  gentleman  in 
a  coffee-house  desired  another  to  sit  further  from  him. 
"Why  so?''  "Because,  Sir,  you  stmk.''  "That  is  an 
affront,  and  you  must  fight  me."  "I  will  fight  you,  if 
you  insist  upon  it ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  that  will  mend 
the  matter.  For  if  you  kill  me,  I  shall  stink  too;  and 
if  I  kill  you,  you  will  stink,  if  possible,  worse  than  joii 
do  at  present"  How  can  such  miserable  sinners  as  we 
are  entertain  so  much  pride,  as  to  conceit  th«t  eveiy 
offence  against  our  imagined  honor  merits  death? 
These  petty  princes  in  their  own  opinion  would  call 
that  sovereign  a  tyrant,  who  should  put  one  of  them 
to  death  for  a  little  uncivil  language,  though  pointed  at 
his  sacred  person ;  yet  every  one  of  them  makes  him* 
self  judge  in  his  own  cause,  condemns  the  offender 
without  a  jury,  and  undertakes  himself  to  be  the  exe- 
cutioner. With  sincere  and  great  esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Frankuv. 

P.  S.  Our  friend,  Mr.  Vaughan,  may  perhaps  com- 
municate to  you  some  conjectures  of  mme  relatmg  to 
the  cold  of  last  winter,  which  I  sent  to  him  in  return 
for  the  observations  on  cold  of  Professor  Wilson.  If 
he  should,  and  you  think  them  worthy  so  much  mh 
tice,  you  may  show  them  to  your  Philosophical  So- 
ciety,* to  which  I  wish  all  unaginable  success.  Their 
rules  appear  to  me  excellent. 

*  The  PhUosophieal  Society  of  Manehuter,  of  which  Dr.  Peimil  wm 
one  of  -the  principal  founders  and  ornaments.  —  W.  T.  F. 
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TO  JIESSmS.   W££X9   ASTD  eAUT, 

UHITKD   STATES   IW  L0SDOV. 

Ordimatiom  of  Jmerkan  Oerggmm  of  tte 


GsHTLEiuur, 

On  receipt  of  your  letter,  srquainiing  me  tint  tk 
Archbishop  of  Caiitert>ui7  would  not  pennk  joa  to  be 
ordained,  unless  you  took  the  oath  of  ilpgianrfj  I 
applied  to  a  dergyman  of  my  arquaintance  fix*  infinia:- 
tion  on  the  subject  of  your  obtaming  oHinatinn  here. 
His  <^Nnion  was,  that  it  could  not  be  dooe;  and  thai, 
if  it  were  done,  you  would  be  required  to  tow  obeifi- 
ence  to  the  Archbishop  of  Pari&  I  next  inquired  of 
the  Pope's  Nundo,  whedier  yon  m^t  not  be  ordained 
by  ther  Bishop  in  America,  powers  beng  sent  him  fcr 
that  purpose,  if  he  has  them  not  already.  The  an- 
swer was,  ^The  thing  is  impossible,  unless  the  gen- 
tlemen become  CathoUcs." 

Tbb  b  an  affiur  d*  which  I  know  t^  fittle,  and 
therefi^re  I  may  ask  questions  and  [xxipose  means  that 
are  imjxt^r  or  impracticable.  But  what  is  the  ne- 
cessity d*  your  being  comiected  with  the  Church  of 
England?  Would  it  not  be  as  weD,  if  yon  were  of 
the  Church  of  Ireland?  The  refigion  b  the  same, 
though  there  b  a  difierent  set  of  bishops  and  arch- 
bbhops.  Perhaps  if  you  were  to  apply  to  the  Bishop 
o(  Deny,  who  b  a  man  of  liberal  sentiments,  he  might 
gi?e  you  orders  as  of  that  Church.  If  both  Britain 
and  Ireland  refuse  you,  (and  I  am  not  sure  that  the 
Bishops  of  Denmaik  or  Sweden  would  ordain  you, 
imless  you  become  Lutherans,)  what  b  then  to  be 
done?    Next  to  becoming  Presbyterians,  the  Episco- 
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palian  clergy  of  America,  in  my  humble  opinion,  cannot 
do  better  than  to  follow  the  example  of  the  first  cler- 
gy of  Scotland,  soon  after  the  conversbn  of  that  coun- 
try to  Christianity.  When  their  King  had  built  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Andrew's,  and  requested  the  Kbg  of 
Northumberland  to  lend  his  bishops  to  ordam  one  for 
them,  that  their  clergy  might  not  as  heretofore  be 
obliged  to  go  to  Northumberland  for  orders^  and  their 
request  was  refused ;  they  assembled  in  the  Cathedral ; 
and,  the  mitre,  crosier,  and  robes  of  a  bishop  bebg  laid 
upon  the  altar,  they,  after  earnest  prayers  for  direction 
in  their  choice,  elected  one  of  their  own  number; 
when  the  Kng  said  to  hun,  ^^Jrisej  go  to  the  altar^  and 
receive  your  office  at  the  hand  of  God.^  His  brethren 
led  him  to  the  altar,  robed  him,  put  the  crozier  m  his 
hand,  and  the  mitre  on  his  head,  and  he  became  die 
first  Bishop  of  Scotland. 

If  the  British  Islands  were  sunk  in  the  sea  (and  the 
surface  of  this  globe  has  suffered  greater  changes),  joa 
would  probably  take  some  such  method  as  this ;  and, 
if  they  persist  in  denymg  you  ordination,  it  is  the  same 
thing.  A  hundred  years  hence,  when  people  are  nK»e 
enlightened,  it  will  be  wondered  at,  that  men  in  Amer- 
ica, qualified  by  their  learning  and  piety  to  pray  for 
and  instruct  their  neighbours,  should  not  be  pennitted 
to  do  it  till  they  had  made  a  voyage  of  ma  thoosuid 
miles  out  and  home,  to  ask  leave  of  a  cross  oM  gen- 
theman  at  Canterbury;  who  seems,  by  your  accoan^ 
to  have  as  little  regard  for  the  souls  of  the  peopfe  of 
Maryland,  as  IGng  William's  Attomey-Gencrali  Sey- 
mour, had  for  those  of  Virginia.  The  Reverend  Cora- 
missary  Blah*,  who  projected  the  CoD^e  of  that  Pkor* 
mce,  and  was  in  England  to  solidt  benefisM^tions  snd 
a  charter,  relates,  that,  the  Queen,  m  the  BSng's  Ab- 
sence, having  ordered  Seymour  to  draw  up  the 
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which  was  to  be  giTen,  widi  two  fhoiisuMl  poiaids  m 
money,  he  opposed  the  grant;  saying  diat  die  nalion 
was  engaged  in  an  expensive  war,  that  dK  mooej 
was  wanted  far  better  pnrposesi,  and  he  did  not  see 
the  least  occasion  far  a  coDege  in  Yirgbia.  Bbir  rep- 
resented to  him,  that  its  intention  was  to  educate  wmd 
qualify  young  men  to  be  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  nmcfa 
wanted  there;  and  begged  hir.  Attorney  would  eoo- 
fider,  that  the  ^peofie  of  Virginia  had  sods  to  be  sared, 
as  w^  as  die  peof^  of  England  "^SouUT  said  he, 
*^damn  yovar  mouIm.  Maht  UbateaT  I  hare  the  hoBor 
to  be^  Gendemen,  &c. 

B 


TO  BEFJAMnr   TAirOHAir. 

iltiCmtiife  on  Cammeree. —  OhjI^s  Vaifagn. — Dr. 
Price's  PanqMeL  —  Luxwrjf. 

Fumf^  76  lidf  ,  1791 

Dear  FaisirB, 

I  hare  received  several  letters  fiom  yon  htdy,  dated 
Jone  16th,  June  30th,  and  July  13di.  I  diank  you 
far  the  information  req[>ecting  the  proceedings  of  your 
West  India  merchants,  or  rather  planters.  The  re- 
strabts,  whatever  they  may  be  upon  om-  commerce  with 
jour  Idands,  will  prejudice  their  inhabitants,  I  appre- 
hend, more  than  ns. 

I  have  recdved  Cook's  Vtnfoges^  whkh  you  put  Bfn 
Oswald  m  the  way  of  sendmg  to  me.  By  scmie  mis- 
take die  first  volume  was  omitted,  and  instead  of  it  a 
dnpficate  sent  of  the  thtnL  If  there  is  a  good  print 
of  Cook,  I  should  be  gbd  to  have  it,  being  personalty 
acquainted  with  him.  I  thank  you  far  the  pamphlets 
by  Bfr.  Estfin.    Every  thing  you  send  me  gives  me 
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pleasure ;  to  receive  your  account  wodd  give  me  more 
than  alL 

I  am  told,  that  the  little  pamphlet  of  Mvke  to  sud^ 
as  would  remove  to  America^*  b  reprinted  m  London, 
with  my  name  to  it,  which  I  would  rather  had  been 
omitted ;  but  wish  to  see  a  copy,  when  you  have  an 
opportunity  of  sending  it 

Mr.  Hartley  has  long  contmued  here  in  expectatioo 
of  instructions  for  making  a  treaty  of  commmce,  but 
they  do  not  come,  and  I  begin  to  supect  none  are 
intended ;  though  peiiiaps  the  delay  is  only  occaaoned 
by  the  over  great  burden  of  business  at  present  on 
the  shoulders  of  your  ministers.  We  do  not  press 
the  matter,  but  are  content  to  wait  till  they  can  see 
their  interest  respecting  America  more  dea^y,  being 
certain  that  we  can  shift  as  well  as  you  without  a 
treaty. 

The  conjectures  I  sent  you  concerning  the  oold  of 
last  winter  still  appear  to  me  probable.  The  moderate 
season  in  Russia  and  Canada,  does  not  weaken  them. 
I  think  our  frost  here  began  about  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber; in  America,  the  12th  of  January.  I  thank  you 
for  recommending  to  me  Mr.  Arbuthnot;  I  have  had 
pleasure  in  his  conversation.  I  wish  much  to  see  the 
new  pieces  you  had  in  hand.  I  congratulate  you  on 
the  return  of  your  wedding-day,  and  wish  for  your 
sake  and  Mrs.  Vaughan's,  that  you  may  see  a  gfoat 
many  of  them,  all  as  happy  as  the  first. 

I  like  the  young  stranger  very  much.  He  seems 
sensible,  mgenious,  and  modest,  has  a  good  died  of 
instruction,  and  makes  judicious  remarks.  He  wiD 
probably  distinguish  hunself  advantageouriy.  I  bate 
not  yet  heard  from  Mr.  Naime. 

•See  VoLU.p.4S7. 
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Dr.  Price's  pamphlet  of  advice  to  America  is  a  good 
cme,  and  will  do  good.  You  ask,  ^what  remedy  I 
ha?e  Jbr  die  growing  luxury  of  my  country,  which 
gives  so  much  offence  to  all  English  traoetters  without 
exception."  I  answer,  that  I  think  it  exaggerated,  and 
that  travellers  are  no  good  judges  whether  our  luxury 
b  growing  or  dimmishing.  Our  peqile  are  hospitable, 
and  have  indeed  too  much  pride  in  dbpla3ring  upon 
their  tables  before  strangers  the  plenty  and  variety  that 
our  country  affords.  They  have  the  vanity,  too,  of 
sometimes  borrowing  one  another's  plate  to  entertain 
more  s[dendidly.  Strangers  bemg  mvited  from  house 
to  house,  and  meeting  every  day  with  a  feast,  imagine 
what  they  see  is  the  ordinary  way  of  livmg  of  all  the 
fonulies  where  they  dine;  when  perhaps  each  family 
Eves  a  week  afterwards  upon  the  remains  of  the  din- 
der  given.  It  is,  I  own,  a  foUy  in  our  people  to  give 
mch  offence  to  English  travellers.  The  first  part  of 
4fae  proverb  b  therd[)y  verified,  that  fools  make  feasts. 
I  widi  in  thb  case  the  other  were  as  true,  and  wist 
mm  eat  them.  These  travellers  might,  one  would  think, 
find  some  fietult  they  could  more  decendy  reproach 
OS  with,  than  that  of  our  excessive  civility  to  them  as 
ilnngers. 

By  the  by,  here  b  just  bsued  an  arret  of  Council 
taking  off  all  the  duties  upon  the  exportation  of  bran- 
dies, which,  it  b  said,  will  render  them  cheaper  in 
America  than  your  rum;  in  which  case  there  b  no 
doubt  but  they  will  be  preferred,  and  we  shall  be  bet- 
ter able  to  bear  your  restrictions  on  our  commerce. 
There  are  views  here,  by  augmenting  their  settlements, 
of  being  able  to  supply  the  growmg  people  of  Amer- 
ica with  the  sugar  that  may  be  wanted  there.  On  the 
whole,  I  believe  England  will  get  as  little  by  the  com- 
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judicial  war  she  has  begun  with  ii8»  as  she  did  by 
the  military.*  Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  am  yoan 
erer,  B.  FkAVKuir. 

P.  S.  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  my  grand* 
9oa.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  afford  him  your  dvffi- 
ties  and  counsels.  Pl^use  to  accept  a  little  present 
of  books,  I  send  by  him,  curious  for  the  beauty  of  the 
impression.  . 


FROM   COUNT   D£   CAMPOMAKES  TO   B.  ntAnUJOr. 

Remarks  an  Dr.  FranklMs  Writings. — His  DiscavefW. 
—  Laws  in  Spain.  —  Royal  Academy  of  History. 

Translation. 

Madrid,  96  July,  178ft 

Sir, 
I  have  received,  by  the  hands  of  my  friend  Mr.  Gn^ 
michael,  your  estimable  letter  of  the  6th  of  June^  Ihe 
collection  of  your  miscellaneous  writings,  and  the 
entitled,  Information  to  those  who  would  remove  to  i 
•ea.t  All  these  writings  exhibit  proofs  of  their  haviqg 
proceeded  from  a  statesman,  endowed  with  fouMghi^ 
and  vigilant  for  the  best  interests  of  his  country,  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  political  combmations  and  systems  lof 
government  under  which  they  were  composed;  and 
tiiey  manifest,  at  the  same  time,  an  ardent  desire  fior 
the  general  happiness  of  mankind,  founded  oa  princt- 
{des  and  calculations  carried  to  as  high  a  degree  of 
demonstration,  as  the  vicissitude  and  inconsistency  rf 


*  A  large  portion  of  thia  letter  is  here  omitted,  irhkah  ho 
been  printed  as  a  separate  article,  On  Luxurjf^  lifleiicai^  mmd  /nrfiipli|. 
See  Vol.  II.  p.  448. 

t  See  VoL  IL  p.  467, 
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the  ▼ariom  sjrsteins  adopted  for  the  gOTemnieiit  €f 
Ben  will  admit  Your  views  and  reflectioiis  show  the 
solidity  and  permanence  of  your  prindpfes,  wheliMr 
considered  as  applicable  to  the  American  colonies  in 
their  former  condition,  or  in  that  of  independent  States. 
In  both  cases  your  efforts  have  been  directed  to  the 
general  good,  without  runnmg  into  those  extremes^ 
which  are  apt  to  lead  astray  weak  minds  m  so  kmg 
and  arduous  a  contest,  as  we  have  seen  in  America, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  new  State  consisting  of  thir-* 
teen  provinces  under  different  constitutions,  and,  at  las^ 
united  in  a  bond  of  unbn  for  the  mutual  benefit  of 
each  other. 

Nature,  which  you  have  profoundly  studied,  is  in- 
debted to  you  for  mvestigating  and  explaining  pbe* 
nemena,  which  wise  men  had  not  before  been  abte  to 
understand;  and  the  great  American  philosopher,  at 
ihe  same  time  he  discovers  these  phenomena,  suggests 
mdiil  methods  for  guarding  men  against  their  doQgers. 

The  fiunkness,  with  which  you  dissuade  people  in 
Eimpe  from  emigrating  inconsiderately  to  America,  is 
a  jvoof  of  your  general  philanthropy,  and  of  a  can- 
dor peculiar  to  a  good  man,  true  philosopher,  and 
genuine  patriot.  You  extend  this  same  benevolence 
to  Spain,  in  your  remarks  respecting  the  honor  that  is 
due  to  labor,  and  agamst  the  entailment  of  estates. 
The  former  is  now  confirmed  among  us  by  a  recent 
law,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  herewith,  declaring  the 
honorable  light  in  which  every  description  of  artisans 
should  be  regarded.  Laborers  were  always  honored 
and  fevored  by  our  laws.  As  to  what  regards  entsdl- 
ments,!  refer  you  to  what  I  wrote  in  the  year  1766, 
nt  the  end  of  my  treatise  upon  Mortmain^  in  which 
I  think  I  have  demonstrated,  that  another  regulation 
ought  to  precede  this  in  die  progress  of  legislation.    I 
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add  also^  that  there  b  some  diversity  of  circiiiiiataiioes 
between  a  monarchical  and  democratical  conatitutiiM 
m  this  respect 

I  should  have  great  pleasure  in  extending  these  re- 
flections, if  time  would  permit,  although  your  penetrtp 
tbn  and  sagacity  would  render  them  unnecessary. 
The  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the  American  Phi- 
losophical Society,  in  electing  me  a  member  on  the 
16th  of  January,  lays  me  under  the  pleasing  obQga- 
tion  of  expressing  my  gratitude  through  yoUf  the  wor- 
thy President  of  the  Society.  Desirous  of  reciprocating 
m  some  manner  this  act  of  courtesy,  I  proposed  you 
as  an  honorary  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
History,  of  which  I  am  President.  The  proposal  was 
responded  to  by  universal  acclamation;  the  Academy 
feding  m  the  highest  degree  honored  by  having  on  ill 
list  the  name  of  a  man  so  eminent  in  the  worid  of 
letters,  and  so  distinguished  for  the  part  he  has  acted 
in  a  Revolution,  the  most  memorable  in  the  history  ^ 
modem  times.    I  am,  &c. 

Count  j^m  Camfouaxem^ 


FROM    BENJAMIN    HAKRISON,   GOVERNOR    OF   mBIMM^ 
TO   B.   FRANKLIK. 

Beqiusting  him  to  engage  an  Jbrtist  far  execylkig  m 
Statue  of  General  fVashingtan. 

Richmoiid,  97  Ji|y,  ITM. 

Sir, 
The  Assembly  of  this  State  have  voted  a  statue  of 
our  late  worthy  Commander-in-chie^  General  Wadi* 
ington,  and  have  directed  one  side  of  the  pedestal  to 
be  filled  with  an  inscription ;  the  other  three,  with  die 
dress^  are  left  fior  the  exercise  of  the  genins  of  yov 
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humble  servant  and  his  CouncO ;  wbo  are  all  too  little 
acquiunted  with  a  bminess,  that  requires  sudi  a  refine- 
ment of  genius  and  taste,  to  venture  any  thing  of  their 
own  to  the  eyes  of  the  critical  world 

It  was  natural,  therefore,  for  us  to  look  nmnd  for 
the  aasstaaoe  of  some  of  our  own  friends;  and  we 
manimoosly  pitched  on  yourself  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  as 
the  most  Mkety  to  come  up  to  our  wishes  and  the 
expectations  of  the  Assembly.  The  fiiendsh^  fcm 
have  honmed  me  with  gave  me  the  confidence  to  as* 
sore  the  gentlemen,  that  they  might  depend  on  your 
oomplying  with  the  request,  and  I  am  sure  you  w3 
not  disqppomt  me.  I  have  written  fully  to  Mr.  Jeffier- 
SOB  on  the  subject,  enclosed  to  him  a  capj  of  liie 
resohtion  of  the  Assembly,  and  ord«^  Mt.  Peale  to 
send  to  his  address  a  full  length  picture  of  the  Gen* 
enl,  and  have  requested  die  favor  of  him  to  oonftr 
wA  you  on  die  whole  of  this  buraiess. 

I  Imve  had  the  pleasure  of  severri  of  your  recom* 
mendations,  and  have  on  every  occasion  paid  that  ^ 
tentkm  to  them  you  had  so  good  a  right  to  expect 
If  m  this  or  any  other  way  I  can  be  of  use  to  yoiv 
you  will  please  to  command  me ;  for  be  assured  nodiing 
win  make  me  happier,  than  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
render  you  service.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  die 
most  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c 

Benjamin  HARRfsoir.* 


*  iL  HoQ^OQ  WM  tlie  artist  selected  for  execating  the  Statoe,  which 
was  placed  in  the  State  Houae  at  Richmond.  See  Spaeks's  I^e  of 
WiukmgitMf  p.  390;  and  alao  hia  edition  of  WoikmglmCt  WrUmgtf 
Tol.  DL  pp.  131,  132. 
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TO  COUKT  D£   HERCY   AROENTBAV.* 

PMf  .  aO  July,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  ExceQency 
an  extract  from  the  instructions  of  Congress  to  their 
late  Commissioners  for  treating  of  peace,  expressing 
their  desire  to  cultivate  the  friendslup  of  his  Impe«* 
rial  Majesty,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  oomm^pce 
(gv  the  mutual  advantage  of  his  subjects  and  the  dti* 
zens  of  the  United  States,  which  I  request  you  will 
be  pleased  to  lay  before  his  Majesty.  The  i^p(»nting 
and  instructing  Commissioners  for  treaties  of  commerce 
with  the  powers  of  Europe  generally  has,  by  various 
drcumstances,  been  long  delayed,  but  is  now  done; 
and  I  have  just  received  advice,  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  late 
Governor  of  Virginia,  commissioned  with  Mr.  Adam% 
oiu*  minister  in  Holland,  and  myself^  for  that  sernce^ 
is  on  his  way  hither,  and  may  be  expected  by  the 
end  of  August,  when  we  shall  be  ready  to  eater  into 
a  treaty  with  his  Imperial  Majesty  for  the  above  pur- 
pose, if  such  should  be  his  pleasure.  With  great  and 
fidncere  respect,  &c 

B.  FRAVKuir. 


rROM  COUlfT  DE  MERCY  AROENTEAU  TO  R.  rRAHKUOr. 

Translation. 

Paris,  aO  Jidy,  17M. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  to  me  this  morning,  and  I  shall  lose  no  time  to 
transmit  the  contents  to  my  court 

*  Aoftrian  AmbMsador  at  the  Court  of  VenaiDet. 
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The  flentfanents  of  the  Emperor  towards  the  United 
States  of  America  make  me  foresee  ibe  satisfactioii, 
which  his  Majesty  will  have  to  enter  into  reciprocal, 
suitable,  and  advantageous  connexions  with  them.  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt,  but  that  measures  will  be 
instandy  taken  on  this  subject  to  concert  with  you.  Sir, 
and  with  the  appointed  Ministers  Plenipotentiary ;  and^ 
u  soon  as  the  answer  fixnn  my  court  shall  come,  I 
shall  instandy  communicate  it  to  you.  I  hare  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 

De  Merct  Arokntbait. 


TO   MK88RB.   8SAR8   AlTD  SMITH. 

Ai^  on  Slaves  imparted  into  the  French  lelande. 

PMsgr,  4  AogQit,  1784. 
Onrnjcifsir, 

Upon  the  receipt  of  yours  relating  to  your  cai^o  of 
flbyes  at  Martinico,  I  endeavoured  to  inform  myself 
what  was  the  law  in  such  cases ;  and  I  found,  that  by 
an  arret  du  Canseil  d^Etat  du  Roi^  of  the  28th  of  June» 
1783,  there  is  a  duty  laid,  of  one  hundred  livres  per 
head,  on  all  n^roes  imported  in  foreign  ships,  and 
this  duty  is  granted  and  is  to  be  paid  as  a  premium 
to  the  French  importers  of  negroes,  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  their  own  African  trade.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  am  advised,  that  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  a  general  national  law  should  be  set  aside  in 
favor  of  a  particular  f<n^ign  ship ;  especially  as  the  King, 
if  he  forgives  the  duty  to  the  stranger,  must  thereby 
do  injustice  to  his  own  subjects,  to  whom  he  had 
promised  the  produce  of  that  duty,  unless  he  pays  it 
to  them  out  of  his  own  money,  which  we  cannot  de- 
cendy  request  him  to  do.    I  do  not,  therefore,  see  any 
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possibility  of  your  avoiding  payment    I  hare  the  honor 
to  be,  Gentlemen,  &a 

B.  FRAJfKLIir. 


TO   MKS.  MART  HSWSOir. 

Inoites  her  to  came  to  Parig. 

Pmmy,  15  A^gm,  17ML 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  July  20th.  I  wish 
you  had  executed  your  project  of  taking  a  little  ti^ 
to  see  me  this  summer.  You  would  have  made  me 
very  happy,  and  might  have  bathed  your  children  hen^ 
as  well  as  at  Southampton,  I  havmg  a  bath  in  my 
house,  besides  the  river  in  view.  I  like  your  OMMtfaly 
account  of  them,  and  in  return  send  you  my  daugh- 
ter's account  of  my  grandchildren  in  Phihddphia. 
You  will  see  she  expected  me  home  this  summer;  but 
my  constituents  have  sent  me  a  new  axmnissioD,  asd 
I  must  stay  another  winter.  Can  you  not  come  asd 
pass  it  with  me  here? 

Temple,  who  proposes  to  have  the  pleasure  of  de« 
livering  this  to  you,  will  explain  to  you  how  you 
be  accommodated,  and,  if  you  can  resdve  to 
will  conduct  you.  Except  being  at  home,  which  I 
begin  now  to  fear  I  never  shall  be,  nothing  coukl  fpm 
me  greater  pleasure.  Come,  my  dear  fnend,  live  with 
me  while  I  stay  here,  and  go  with  me,  if  I  do  go^  Id 
America.    Yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Fravklot. 


P.  S.  My  k>ve  to  the  dear  chiUren, 
my  godson,  for  whom  Temple  has  a  little 
French  books. 
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TO    WILLIAM   FRANKLIN. 

Passy,  16  Aaguit,  ITM. 

Dear  Son, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and  am 
glad  to  find  that  you  desire  to  revive  the  affectionate 
intercourse,  that  fcxmerly  existed  between  us.  It  will 
be  v^  agreeable  to  me;  indeed,  nothing  has  ever 
hurt  me  so  much,  and  affected  me  with  such  keen 
sensations,  as  to  find  myself  deserted  in  my  dd  age 
by  my  only  son;  and  not  only  deserted,  but  to  find 
him  taking  up  arms  against  me  in  a  cause,  wherein 
my  good  feme,  fortune,  and  life  were  all  at  stake.  You 
ooncdved,  you  say,  that  your  duty  to  your  King  and 
r^ard  for  your  country  required  this.  I  ought  not  to 
Uame  you  for  differing  m  sentiment  with  me  in  public 
affidrs.  We  are  men,  all  subject  to  errors.  Our  opin- 
ions are  not  in  our  own  power;  they  are  formed  and 
governed  much  by  circumstances,  that  are  often  as  in- 
explicable as  they  are  irresistible.  Your  situation  was 
such  that  few  would  have  censured  yoiu*  remaining 
neuter,  though  there  are  natural  duties  which  pre- 
cede political  ones,  and  cannot  be  extinguished  by 
tfaeuL 

This  is  a  disagreeable  subject.  I  drop  it ;  and  we 
win  endeavour,  as  you  propose,  mutually  to  forget  what 
has  happened  relating  to  it,  as  well  as  we  can.  I 
send  )rour  son  over  to  pay  his  duty  to  you.  You  will 
find  him  much  improved.  He  is  greatly  esteemed  and 
beloved  in  this  country,  and  will  make  his  way  any- 
where. It  is  my  desire,  that  he  should  study  the  law, 
aa  the  necessary  part  of  knowledge  for  a  public  man, 
and  profitable  if  he  should  have  occask>n  to  practise 
't  I  would  have  you  therefore  put  into  his  hands 
those  law-books  you  have,  viz.  Blackstone,  Coke,  Ba- 

YOL.  X.  16  K 
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con,  Viner,  &c.  He  will  inform  you,  that  he  recaved 
the  letter  sent  him  by  Mr.  GaDoway,  and  the  paper  it 
enclosed,  safe. 

On  my  leaving  America,  I  deposited  with  that  friend 
for  you,  a  chest  of  papers,  among  which  was  a  manu- 
script of  nine  or  ten  volumes,  relating  to  manufacturai^ 
commerce,  and  finance,  which  cost  me  in  Engiasd 
about  seventy  gumeas ;  and  eight  quire  books^  contain- 
ing the  rough  drafts  of  all  my  letters  while  I  lived  hi 
London.  These  are  missing;  I  hope  you  have  got 
them ;  if  not,  they  are  lost.  Mr.  Yaughan  has  publish- 
ed in  London  a  volume  of  what  he  calls  my  pditical 
worics.  He  proposes  a  second  edition;  but,  as  the 
first  was  very  mcomplete,  and  you  had  many  things 
that  were  omitted,  (for  I  used  to  send  you  sometimes 
the  rough  drafts,  and  sometimes  the  printed  jxeces  I 
wrote  in  London,)  I  have  directed  him  to  apjdy  to 
you  for  what  may  be  in  your  power  to  foraidi  Um 
with,  or  to  delay  his  publication  till  I  can  be  at  home 
again,  if  that  may  ever  happen. 

I  did  mtend  returning  this  year;  but  the  Congresi^ 
mstead  of  giving  me  leave  to  do  so,  have  sent  me 
another  commission,  which  will  keep  me  here  at  feast 
a  year  longer ;  and  perhaps  I  may  then  be  too  old 
and  feeble  to  bear  the  voyage.  I  am  here  among  a 
people  that  love  and  respect  me,  a  most  amiabfe 
nation  to  live  with;  and  periiaps  I  may  conclude  to 
die  among  them ;  for  my  friends  in  America  are  dying 
ofi*,  one  after  another,  and  I  have  been  so  kmg  abroad^ 
that  I  should  now  be  ahnost  a  stranger  in  my  own 
country. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  when  convenioity  but 
would  not  have  you  come  here  at  {nresent  Toa  maj 
confide  to  your  son  the  fiunily  afiiaiirs  you  wished  to 
confer  upon  with  me,  for  he  is  discreet ;  and  I 
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that  you  will  prudently  avoid  introducing  him  to  com- 
pany,  that  it  may  be  improper  for  him  to  be  seen  with. 
I  shall  hear  from  you  by  him;  and  letters  tt>  me  af- 
terwards will  come  safe  under  cover  directed  to  Mr. 
Ferdmand  Grand,  banker,  at  Paris.  Wishing  you 
health,  and  more  happiness  than  it  seems  you  have 
htdy  experienced,  I  remain  your  affecdonate  father, 

B.  Frakklot. 


TO   RICHARD   PRICE. 

Balloons. — English  Constitution.  —  State  of  .America. 

Pt88f>  16  August,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  some  time  smce  answered  your  kind  letter  of  July 
12th,  returamg  the  prod*  of  Mr.  Turgofs  letter,  with 
die  permission  of  his  friends  to  print  it.  I  hope  it 
came  safe  to  hand.  I  had  before  received  yours  oi 
April,  whkh  gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  acquainted 
me  with  your  welfare,  and  that  of  Dr.  Priestley. 

The  commencement  here  of  the  art  of  flying  will, 
as  you  observe,  be  a  new  epoch.  The  construction 
and  manner  of  filling  the  balloons  improve  daily.  Some 
of  the  artists  have  lately  gone  to  England.  It  will 
be  well  for  your  philosophers  to  obtain  from  them 
what  they  know,  or  you  will  be  behindhand ;  which  in 
mechanic  operations  is  unusual  for  EngUshmen. 

I  hope  the  disagreements  in  our  Royal  Society  are 
composed.  Quarrels  often  disgrace  both  sides;  and 
disputes  even  on  small  matters  often  produce  quarreb 
for  want  of  knowing  how  to  differ  decently;  an  art 
which  it  is  said  scarce  anybody  possesses  but  your- 
self and  Dr.  Priestley. 

I   had   indeed  thoughts  of   visiting  England  <mce 
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more,  and  of  enjoying  the  great  pleasure  of  seeiog 
again  my  friends  there ;  but  my  malady,  otherwise  tol- 
erable, is  I  find  irritated  by  the  motion  in  a  carriage, 
and  I  fear  the  consequence  of  such  a  journey;  yet  I 
am  not  quite  reserved  against  it  I  often  think  of  the 
agreeable  evenings  I  used  to  pass  with  that  exo^e&t 
collection  of  good  men,  the  club  at  the  London,  and  wish 
to  be  again  among  them.  Peiiiaps  I  may  pop  in  some 
Thursday  evening  when  they  least  expect  me.  You 
may  well  believe  it  very  pleasing  to  me  to  have  Dr. 
Priestley  associated  with  me  among  the  foreign  mem- 
bers of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  I  had  mentioned 
him  upon  every  vacancy,  that  has  happened  smcc  my 
residence  here,  and  the  place  has  never  been  bestowed 
more  worthily. 

When  you  wrote  the  letter  I  am  now  answeriDi^ 
your  nation  was  involved  in  the  confusbn  of  your  new 
election.  When  I  think  of  3rour  present  crazy 
tution  and  its  diseases,  I  imagme  the  encHtnous  ei 
ments  of  place  to  be  among  the  greatest ;  and,  whfle 
they  exist,  I  doubt  whether  even  the  reform  of  yoar 
representation  wiU  cure  the  evils  constantly  arising  fitnn 
your  perpetual  factions.  As  it  seems  to  be  a  settled 
point  at  present,  that  the  minister  must  govern  the 
Parliament,  who  are  to  do  every  thing  he  would  have 
done ;  and  he  is  to  bribe  them  to  do  this,  and  the  peo« 
pie  are  to  furnish  the  money  to  pay  these  bribes ;  the 
Parliament  appears  to  me  a  very  expensive  machiite 
for  government,  and  I  apprehend  the  pec^le  will  find 
out  in  time,  that  they  may  as  well  be  governed,  tfid 
that  it  will  be  much  cheaper  to  be  governed,  by  the 
minister  alone;  no  Parliament  bemg  preferable  to  the 
present 

Your  newspapers  are  full  of  fictitious  accounts  of 
distractions  in  America.    We  know  nothing  of  them* 
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Mr.  Jeffi^'SQn,  just  arrived  here,  after  a  journey  throogfa 
an  the  States  from  Yii^ginia  to  Boston,  assures  me,  that 
aH  is  quiet,  a  general  tranquillity  reigns,  and  the  peo- 
fie  well  satisfied  with  their  {H'esent  forms  of  goveni^ 
ment,  a  few  insignificant  perscms  (m\j  excepted.  These 
accounts  are  I  su{^x)se  intended  as  consolatory,  and 
to  discourage  emigrations.  I  thmk  with  you,  that  our 
Rerdution  is  an  important  event  for  the  advantage  of 
mankind  in  general.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  lights 
we  enjoy,  which  the  ancient  governments  in  their  first 
establishment  could  not  have,  may  preserve  us  torn 
their  errors.  In  this  the  advice  of  wise  fiiends  may 
do  much  good,  and  I  am  sure  that  which  you  have 
be«i  so  kmd  as  to  offer  us  will  be  of  great  service. 

Mr.  Jay  has  gone  to  America;  but  Mr.  Adams  is 
juft  arrived  here,  and  I  shall  acquaint  him  with  your 
remembrance  of  him.  Many  thanks  for  your  kind 
wishes  re^>ect]ng  my  health  and  happmess,  which  I 
return  fourfold,  being  ever  with  the  smcerest  esteeiB, 
my  dear  friend,  your  most  affectionate 

B.  Frakkldt. 


TO   LORD   HOW£. 

On  receiving  a  Copy  of  Cook^s  Voyages  by  Order  of 
the  King. 

Passy,  18  Aagiut,  1784. 

Mt  Lord, 
I  received  lately  the  very  valuable  Voyage  of  the  late 
Captain  Cook,  kindly  sent  to  me  by  your  Lordship  in 
consideration  of  my  good-will  m  issuing  orders  towards 
Ae  protection  of  that  illustrious  discoverer  fix)m  any 
mtenruption  in  his  return  home  by  American  cruisers.* 


•  See  VoLV.p.193. 
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The  reward  vasdy  exceeds  the  small  merit  of  the  ac- 
tion, which  was  no  m<H*e  than  a  duty  to  mankind*  I 
am  very  sensible  of  his  Majesty's  goodness  in  permit- 
ting this  favor  to  me,  and  I  desire  that  my  thankfiil 
acknowledgments  may  be  accepted.  With  great  re- 
spect, I  am,  my  Lord,  yonr  Lcxdship's  most  obedieiit 
and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  FRAimjv.* 


TO    WILLIAM   STRAHAK. 

hmtea  him  to  Passy. — Annihilation  of  prqfii(Mt,Plaee$. 
— Jmerican  Congress  and  British  Parliam^nL —  Ths 
late  War.  —  Emigraiion. 

PM7,  19  A«gfM«,  ITBk 

Dbar  Frisitd, 

I  received  your  kmd  letter  of  April  17th.  Toa.wiB 
have  the  goodness  to  place  my  delay  in  anaweriog  to 
the  account  of  bdispoation  and  busmeasi  and  excuat 
it  I  have  now  that  letter  before  me ;  and  my  grand- 
son, whom  you  may  formerly  remember  a  litde  schdar 
at  Mr.  Elphmston's,  purposing  to  set  out  in  a  day  or 
two  on  a  visit  to  his  faUier  in  London,  I  sit  down  to 
scribble  a  little  to  you,  first  recommending  him  as  a 
worthy  young  man  to  your  civilities  and  counsels. 

You  press  me  much  to  come  to  England.  I  am 
not  without  strong  inducements  to  do  so;  the  fiind  of 
knowledge  you  promise  to  communicate  to  me  is  an 
addition  to  them,  and  no  small  one.    At  present  it  is 

*  a  gold  medal  wu  struck  by  order  of  the  Royil  Soeie^,  with  |m»> 
ticular  reference  to  the  protection  afforded  to  Captain  Cook^B  Tewili 
by  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  Kiag  of  France.  The  Society  te^ 
t«towe<l  upon  Dr.  Franklin  a  compliment  similar  to  the  King^  hy  jn* 
hunting  to  him  one  of  these  medals. 
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impracticable.  But,  when  my  grandson  retumsi  come 
with  fainL  We  will  talk  the  matter  oyer,  and  p^aps 
you  may  take  me  back  with  you.  I  have  a  bed  at 
your  service,  and  will  try  to  make  your  residence,  while 
you  can  stay  with  us,  as  agreeable  to  you,  if  possible, 
as  I  am  sure  it  wiQ'4>e  to  me. 

You  do  not  ^^  approve  the  annihilation  of  profitable 
places ;  for  you  do  not  see  why  a  statesman,  who  do^ 
his  business  well,  should  not  be  paid  for  his  labor  as 
well  as  any  other  workman."  Agreed.  But  why  more 
than  any  other  workman?  The  less  the  salary  the 
greater  the  honor.  In  so  great  a  nation,  there  are 
many  rich  enough  to  afibrd  giving  their  time  to  the 
public ;  and  there  are,  I  .make  no  doubt,  many  wise 
md  able  men,  who  would  take  as  much  pleasure  in 
govemmg  for  nothing,  as  they  do  in  playing  chess  fior 
nothing..  It  would  be  one  of  the  noblest  amusements. 
Tliat  this  OfHnion  is  not  chimerical,  the  country  I  now 
live  in  afibrds  a  proof;  its  whole  civil  and  criminal 
hw  administration  bemg  done  for  nothing,  or  in  some 
sense  for  less  than  nothing ;  since  the  members  of  its 
^idiciaiy  pariiaments  buy  their  places,  and  do  not  make 
HMre  than  three  per  cent  for  their  money  by  their  fees 
and  emoluments,  while  the  legal  interest  is  five ;  so 
&it  m  fact  they  give  two  per  cent  to  be  allowed  to 
govern,  and  all  their  time  and  trouble  into  the  bargain. 
Thus  profit^  one  motive  for  desiring  {dace,  being  abol- 
idled,  th^e  remains  only  ambition ;  and  that  being  in 
some  degree  balanced  by  loss,  you  may  easily  con- 
ceive, that  there  will  not  be  very  violent  factions  and 
contentions  for  such  places,  nor  much  of  the  mischief 
to  the  country,  that  attends  your  factions,  which  have 
often  occasioned  wars,  and  overloaded  you  with  debts 
impayable. 

I  allow  you  all  the  force  of  your  joke  upon  the 
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vagrancy  of  our  Congress.  They  have  a  right  to  at 
where  they  please,  of  which  periiaps  they  have  made 
too  much  use  by  shifting  too  often.  But  they  have 
two  other  rights;  those  of  sitting  when  they  please^ 
and  as  long  as  they  please,  in  which  methinks  they 
have  the  advantage  of  your  Parliament ;  for  they  can- 
not be  dissolved  by  the  breath  of  a  minister,  or  sent 
packing  as  you  were  the  other  day,  when  it  was  your 
earnest  desire  to  have  remained  longer  together. 

You  *^fairiy  acknowledge,  that  the  late  war  terminated 
quite  contrary  to  your  expectation."  Your  expectatkm 
was  ill  founded;  for  you  would  not  believe  your  okl 
friend,  who  told  you  repeatedly,  that  by  those  measure! 
England  would  lose  her  cobnies,  as  EpKtetus  warned 
in  vam  his  master  that  he  would  break  his  leg.  You 
believed  rather  the  tales  you  heard  of  our  poltrooneiy 
and  impotence  of  body  and  mind.  Do  you  not  re- 
member the  story  you  told  me  of  the  Scotch  sergeant^ 
who  met  with  a  party  of  forty  American  sokliera^  ani^ 
though  alone,  disarmed  them  all,  and  brought  them  in 
prisoners?  A  story  almost  as  improbable  as  that  of  the 
Irishman,  who  pretended  to  have  akme  taken  and 
brought  in  five  of  the  enemy  by  surrounding  thenL 
And  yet,  my  friend,  sensible  and  judidous  as  you  ara^ 
but  partaking  of  the  general  infatuatk>n,  you 
to  believe  it 

The  word  general  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
your  Genersd  Clarke,  who  had  the  fdly  to  say  in  my 
hearing  at  Sir  John  Pringle's,  that,  with  a 
British  grenadiers,  he  would  undertake  to  go  from 
end  of  America  to  the  other,  and  geld  all  the 
partly  by  force  and  partly  by  a  little  coaxing.  It  ia 
plain  he  took  us  for  a  species  of  animab  very  litlb 
superior  to  brutes.  The  Parliament  too  believed  the 
stories  of  another  foolish  general^  I  forget  his 
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that  the  Yankeys  never  felt  bold.  Yankey  was  un- 
derstood to  be  a  sort  of  Yahoo,  and  the  Pariiafnent 
did  not  think  the  petitions  of  such  creatures  were  fit 
to  be  recdred  and  read  in  so  wise  an  assembly. 
What  was  the  consequence  of  this  monstrous  pride 
and  msolence?  You  first  sent  small  armies  to  subdue 
us,  belieymg  them  more  than  sufficient,  but  soon  found 
yourselves  obfiged  to  send  greater;  these,  whenever 
they  ventured  to  penetrate  our  country  beyond  the 
protection  of  their  ships,  were  either  repulsed  and 
obfiged  to  scamper  out,  or  were  surrounded,  beaten, 
and  taken  prisoners.  An  American  plants,  who  had 
never  seen  Europe,  was  chosen  by  us  to  command 
oar  troops,  and  contmued  during  the  whole  war.  This 
ilian  sent  home  to  you,  one  after  another,  five  of  your 
best  generals  baffled,  their  heads  bare  of  laurels,  dis- 
graced even  in  the  opinion  of  their  employers. 

Tour  contempt  of  our  understandmgs,  in  compari- 
son with  your  own,  appeared  to  be  not  much  better 
founded  dum  that  of  our  courage,  if  we  may  judge  by 
this  circumstance,  that,  m  whatever  court  of  Europe  a 
Yankey  negotiator  appeared,  the  wise  Britbh  minister 
v^as  routed,  put  in  a  passion,  picked  a  quarrel  with 
your  fiiends,  and  was  sent  home  with  a  flea  in  his  ear. 

But  after  all,  my  dear  fiiend,  do  not  imagine  that  I 
am  vain  enough  to  ascribe  our  success  to  any  supe- 
riority in  any  of  those  pomts.  I  am  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  an  the  sprmgs  and  levers  of  our  machine, 
not  to  see,  that  our  human  means  were  unequal  to 
our  undertaking,  and  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  consequent  interposition 
of  Ptt)vidence,  in  which  we  had  faith,  we  must  have 
been  ruined.  If  I  had  ever  before  been  an  atheist,  I 
should  now  have  been  convinced  of  the  bemg  and 
government  of  a  Deity !  It  is  he  who  abases  the  proud 

TOL.  X.  17 
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and  favors  the  humble.  May  we  never  forget  hit 
goodness  to  us,  and  may  our  future  conduct  manifest 
our  gratitude. 

But  let  us  leave  these  serious  reflections  and  converse 
with  our  usual  pleasantry.  I  remember  your  observing 
once  to  me  as  we  sat  together  in  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  that  no  two  journeymen  printers^  within  your 
knowledge,  had  met  with  such  success  in  the  worid 
as  ourselves.  You  were  then  at  the  head  of  your 
profession,  and  soon  afterwards  became  a  membor  of 
Parliament.  I  was  an  agent  for  a  few  [Movincesi  and 
now  act  for  them  alL  But  we  have  risen  by  diflfereat 
modes.  I,  as  a  republican  printer,  always  liked  a  fona 
well  planed  dawn;  being  averse  to  those  overbearuig 
letters  that  hold  their  heads  so  higk^  as  to  hinder  their 
neighbours  from  appearing.  You,  as  a  monarrhirt^i 
chose  to  woric  upon  craum  paper,  and  found  it  profitp 
able;  while  I  worked  upon  pro  patria  (often  indaed 
called  fooUcap)  with  no  less  advantage.  Both 
htapi  hold  out  very  well,  and  we  seem  likely  to 
a  pretty  good  day's  work  of  it  With  regard  to  pubic 
affairs  (to  continue  m  the  same  style),  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  compositors  in  your  chi^  do .  not  coMt  €§ 
their  copy  well,  nor  perfecdy  understand  impomingi  Ihdr 
forms^  too,  are  continually  pestered  by  the  iwfs  and 
double^  that  are  not  easy  to  be  corrected.  And  I  think 
they  were  wrong  in  laymg  aside  some  faetM^  and  par- 
ticulariy  certain  head-pieces^  that  would  have  been  bodi 
useful  and  ornamental  But,  courage  I  The  businett 
may  still  flourish  with  good  management;  and  the 
master  become  as  rich  as  any  of  the  company. 

By  the  way,  the  rapid  growth  and  extenskm  of  the 
English  language  in  America,  must  become  greatly  ad- 
vantageous to  the  booksellers,  and  hdklers  of  copy* 
rights  m  England.    A  vast  audience  is  assembHng  tfam 
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for  English  authors,  ancient,  present,  and  future,  our 
people  doubling  every  twenty  years ;  and  this  will  de- 
mand large  and  of  course  profitable  unpressions  of  your 
most  valuable  books,  I  would,  therefore,  if  I  possess- 
ed such  rights,  entail  them,  if  such  a  thing  be  prac- 
ticable, upon  my  posterity ;  for  their  worth  will  be  con- 
tinually augmentmg.  This  may  look  a  litde  like  ad- 
vice, and  yet  I  have  drunk  no  madeira  these  six  months. 
The  subject,  however,  leads  me  to  another  thought, 
which  is,  that  you  do  wrong  to  discourage  the  emi- 
gration of  Englishmen  to  America.  In  my  piece  on 
population,  I  have  proved,  I  think,  that  emigration  does 
not  diminish  but  multiplies  a  nation.  You  will  not 
have  fewer  at  home  for  those  that  go  abroad;  and  as 
every  man  who  comes  among  us,  and  takes  up  a  piece 
of  land,  becomes  a  citizen,  and  by  our  constitution 
has  a  voice  in  elections,  and  a  share  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  why  should  you  be  against  ac- 
quiring by  this  fair  means  a  repossession  of  it,  and 
feave  it  to  be  taken  by  foreigners  of  all  nations  and 
languages,  who  by  their  numbers  may  drown  and  stifle 
the  English,  which  otherwise  would  probably  become 
in  the  course  of  two  centuries  the  most  extensive  lan- 
guage in  the  world,  the  Spanish  only  excepted  ?  It  is 
a  fact,  that  the  Irish  emigrants  and  their  children  are 
now  in  possession  of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  thdr  majority  in  the  Assembly,  as  well  as  of  a 
great  part  of  the  territory;  and  I  remember  well  the 
first  ship  that  brought  any  of  them  over.  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  fiiend,  yours  most  afiectionately, 

B.  Frakklix. 
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TO  eCORGB   WHATLET. 

TVact  an  the  Principles  of  Trade. -^  FaundBng  Eh^pi- 
tal.  —  Double  Spectacles. 

Pwmj^  91  Avgwti  1781 

My  dear  old  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  May  3d,  1783.  I  am 
ashamed  that  it  has  been  so  long  unanswered.  The 
indolence  of  old  age,  frequent  indisposition,  and  too 
much  business  are  my  only  excuses.  I  had  great 
pleasure  m  reading  it,  as  it  informed  me  of  your  wdfive. 

Your  excellent  little  work,  7%e  Princ^Us  of  Drais^ 
is  too  little  known.^  I  wish  you  would  send  me  a 
copy  of  it  by  the  return  of  my  grandson  and  aeeretary, 
whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  ovittiea.  I 
would  get  it  translated  and  printed  here.  And  if 
your  bookseller  has  any  quantity  of  them  left,  I  photJd 
be  glad  he  would  send  diem  to  America.  Hie  ideas 
of  our  people  there,  though  rather  better  than  these  tint 
prevail  m  Europe,  are  not  so  good  as  they  shoidd  be; 
and  that  piece  might  be  of  service  among  them. 

Since  and  soon  after  the  date  of  your  letter,  we  lost 
unaccountably,  as  well  as  unfortunately,  that  worthy, 
valuable  young  man  you  mention,  your  namesake^ 
Maddison.  He  was  infinitely  regretted  by  all  that 
knew  him. 

I  am  sorry  your  favorite  charity  f  does  not  go  on 
as  you  could  wbh  it  It  is  shrunk  indeed  by  yov 
admittmg  only  sixty  children  a  year.  What  you  have 
told  your  brethren  respecting  America  is  true.  If  yoa 
find  it  difficult  to  dbpose  of  your  chQdren  in  Ebig- 


•  See  VoL  n.  p.  383. 

t  The  Foundling  Hospital,  of  which  Bir.  WhaUej  wis  the 
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land,,  it  looks  as  if  you  bad  too  many  people.  And 
yet  you  are  afraid  of  emigration.  A  subscription  is 
lately  set  on  foot  here  to  encourage  and  assist  mothwi 
in  aursing  tbeir  infants  tbemselves  at  borne ;  tbe  prac- 
tice of  sending  them  to  the  En/ants  trouoSs  having 
risen  here  to  a  monstrous  excess,  as,  by  the  annual 
Mil,  it  appears  tkey  amount  to  near  one  third  of  the 
eUldren  bom  in  Paris!  The  subscription  is  likely  to 
succeed,  and  may  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  thou^  it 
cumot  answw  all  the  purposes  of  a  foundling  hospital 
Your  eyes  must  continue  very  good,  smce  you  can 
watb  so  small  a  hand  without  spectades.  I  cannot 
distmguish  a  letter  even  of  lai^e  prmt ;  but  am  happy 
in  die  inventicm  of  double  spectacles,  which,  servmg 
for  distant  objects  as  well  as  near  ones,  mdke  my 
eyes  as  useful  to  me  as  ever  they  w&e.  If  all  the 
odier  defects  and  mfirmities  were  as  easily  and  cheaply 
reniedied,  it  would  be  worth  while  for  friends  to  Uve 
a  good  deal  longer,  but  I  look  upon  death  to  be  as 
necessary  to  our  constitution  as  deep.  We  shall  rise 
refreshed  in  die  morning.  Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever 
yours  most  affiectbnately, 

B.  Frankliv. 


TO   A    FRIEND   IS   EWOLAITD.* 

Genera/  Melnitt.  —  Profession  of  Faith.  -^  The  Old 
Testament 

V^tmy,  91  Aagriwt,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
Understandii^  that  my  letter  intended  for  you  by 
General  Melvill,  was  lost  at  tbe  Hotel  d'Espagne,  I 

*  Soppwed  to^be  Dr.  PriesUey . 
TOL.  X.  L 
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take  tbis  opportunity  by  my  grandson  to  give  you  the 
purport  of  it,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect  I  thanked 
you  (or  the  pleasure  you  had  procured  me  of  the  Gen- 
eraPs  conversation,  whom  I  found  a  judk^ious,  sensible^ 
and  amiable  man.  I  was  glad  to  hear  that  you  pos* 
sessed  a  comfortable  retirement,  and  more  so  that  you 
had  thoughts  of  removing  to  Philadelphia,  for  that  H 
would  make  me  very  happy  to  have  you  there.  Tour 
companions  would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  Ubrary, 
but  I  hoped  you  would  long  live  to  enjoy  dieir  com- 
pany yourself.  I  agreed  with  you  in  sentiments  ocm- 
ceming  the  Old  Testament,  and  thought  the  claiise  m 
our  constitution,  which  required  the  members  of  As- 
sembly to  declare  their  beUef,  that  the  tohoU  of  it  wa$ 
given  by  divine  inspirationy  had  better  have  b^n  omit- 
ted. That  I  had  opposed  the  clause ;  but,  bring  over- 
powered by  numbers,  and  fearing  more  might  in  fiitme 
times  be  grafted  on  it,  I  prevailed  to  have  the  addi- 
tk)nal  clause,  ^that  no  further  or  more  extended  pro* 
fesekn  of  faith  should  ever  be  exacted/*  I  obMned 
to  you  too^  that  the  evil  of  it  was  the  less,  as  no  m- 
haiitantj  nor  any  officer  of  government,  except  the 
members  of  Assembly,  was  obliged  to  make  that 
declaration. 

So  much  for  that  letter;  to  which  I  may  now  add, 
that  there  are  several  things  in  the  Old  Testaineiit» 
impossible  to  be  given  by  divine  inspiration;  such  as 
the  approbatbn  ascribed  to  the  angel  of  die  Lord,  cf 
that  abominably  wicked  and  detestable  actbn  of  Jael^ 
the  wife  of  Heber,  the  Kenite.^  If  the  rest  of  the 
book  were  like  that,  I  should  rather  suppose  it  givea 
by  inspiratk>n  from  another  quarter,  and  renouBoe  the 
whole. 

*  JndgM,  doBp.  ir. 


Mf.7^}  COER£SPOND£NC£.  136 

By  the  way,  how  goes  on  the  Unitarian  church  in 
Essex  Street?  And  the  honest  minbter  of  it,^  is  he 
comfortably  supported?  Your  old  colleague,  Mr.  Rad- 
cliiS^  is  he  living  ?  And  what  became  of  Mr.  Denham  ? 

My  grandson,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering 
this  to  you,  may  bring  me  a  Ibe  from  you ;  and  I  h(^ 
will  bring  me  an  account  of  your  contmuing  well  and 

¥ppy. 

I  jog  on  stfll,  with  as  much  health,  and  as  few  of 
the  mfirmities  of  old  age,  as  I  have  any  reason  to  ex- 
pect But,  notwithstanding  the  decay  of  my  constitu- 
tion, my  regard  for  my  old  friends  remains  firm  and 
entire.  You  will  always  have  a  good  share  of  it,  for 
I  am  ever  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c 

B.  Frakkujt. 


raOM   JAMES   MCHENRY  TO    B.   FRANKLIir.f 

3Se  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  —  The  Adjournment  oj 
Congress^  and  Dissolution  of  the  Committee  of  the 
StaUs. 

Baltimore,  24  August,  1784. 

Sir, 
As  it  may  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  friends  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette  to  learn,  that  his  visit  to  thb  coun- 
try, has  been  extremely  flattering  to  its  citizens,  and 
that  bis  reception  has  been  marked  by  every  circum- 
stance expressive  of  gratitude  and  respect,  I  thought 
it  would  give  pleasure  to  you,  of  whom  I  have  often 
heard  him  express  the  liveliest  regard,  to  have  it  in 

*  TheophUus  Lindsey. 

t  Mr.  M 'Henry  was  at  this  time  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  Maiy- 
ltDd«  He  afterwards  served  for  several  yean  as  Secretary  of  War, 
daring  the  administrations  of  Washington  and  Adams. 
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your  power  to  convey  to  them  this  information.  He 
is  now  with  our  late  general  at  Mount  Vernon,  and 
is  expected  in  this  town  about  the  first  of  next  montL* 

I  imagine  your  official  information  fiiom  this  country 
must  be  very  imperfect,  and  may  continue  so  (or  some 
time,  unless  Mr.  Jay,  who  has  arrived,  accepts  the 
Department  of  Foreign  Affsurs.  You  know,  I  suppose^ 
that  Congress  left  a  committee  of  the  States ;  but  this 
committee  is,  in  effect,  at  an  end,  without  the  form  of 
an  adjournment.  I  went  down  to  Annapofis  on  the 
30th  instant,  to  relieve  Mr.  Chase  (a  delegate  from 
this  State),  but  I  might  as  well  have  remained  at  home, 
for  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Blanchard  had  the  day  before 
^gnified  their  intention  to  return  to  theu*  States.  There 
being  only  nine  members  present,  a  motion  was  made 
by  General  Hand  to  fix  the  dissolution  on  those  gen- 
tlemen, which  would  have  been  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals, had  not  Mr.  Blanchard  withdrawn  just  as  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  about  to  be  called.  Thb  put  an 
end  to  the  committee,  as  he  did  not  choose  to  return. 

Owmg  to  this  circumstance,  we  shall  have  no  visible 
federal  sovereignty  before  the  meeting  of  Congress  at 
Trenton.  I  dare  say  our  enemies  in  Europe  will  con- 
strue this  event  mto  a  proof  of  a  spirit  of  disorder 
and  disunion  among  the  States,  not  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  States  and  their  fluctuating  represenfatiiMb 
who  cannot  be  always  wise,  always  moderate  *me& 
The  truth  is,  the  eastern  delegates  did  not  Aink  « 
committee  of  the  States  necessary,  and  went  into  it 
merely  because,  that,  without  one,  they  could  not  have 
obtamed  the  adjournment  to  Trenton.  The  passiMS 
and  sentiments  of  Congress  descending  to  the  com- 


*  The  Marqak  de  Lafayette  bad  been  making  a  tourthroafli ' 
paiti  of  the  United  States,  and  was  now  about  to  return  to  £iirope.^» 
See  Sparks's  edition  of  fVoikingUm'M  fTHIifif^t,  Vol.  IX.  pp.  SS,  74,  TT. 


^T.7&]  CORRR8PONDSNCS.  137 

Biittee  terminated  in  its  dissolution,  as  might  have  been 
foreseen.  The  States,  however,  have  been  at  no  time 
in  greater  harmony  with  each  other.  North  Carolina 
has  adopted  the  five  per  cent  unpost  Seversd  of  them 
have  passed  acts  to  vest  Congress  with  a  power  to 
regulate  commerce,  previous  to  our  recommendation  on 
that  subject,  while  Rhode  Island  alone  resists  the  impost 
Tour  name  has  been  often  of  late  mentioned  in 
Congress,  and  your  letters  alluded  to,  in  which  you 
press  for  leave  to  retire ;  but  your  friends  have  as  often 
hoped,  that  you  would  serve  this  country  a  little  loa- 
ger.  We  have  made  treaties,  but  we  want  to  be  cer- 
tain that  we  are  at  peace.  With  the  greatest  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c 

Jam£S  M^^Hskrt. 


noM  THE  couirr  d£  vergenkes  to  b.  rRAJTKUn. 
Translation. 

VenaiHefl,  ftl  AagMC,  1784. 

Sir, 
You  have  communicated  to  me  an  extract  from  the 
instructions,  which  Congress  addressed  to  you  on  the 
ILth  of  May  last,  which  imports,  that  the  United  States 
vnll  in  no  case  treat  any  other  nation  veith  respect  to 
commerce  more  advantageously  than  the  French.  This 
disposition  is  much  the  wisest,  as  it  will  prevent  those 
mbunderstandings,  which  might  arise  fixHn  the  equivo- 
cal terms  in  which  the  2d  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity  and  Commerce,  signed  February  6th,  1778,  is 
conceived.  But  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  on 
this  subject  may  be  clearly  stated,  it  would  be  best. 
Sir,  that  you  furnish  me  with  it  in  the  form  of  a  de- 
claration, or  at  least  in  an  official  note,  signed  by  your- 

VOL.  X.  18  L* 
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self.    I  have  no  doubt  that  you  wiB  adopt  one  of 
these  two  forms.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

I>«  YKRGBinnu. 


TO   COUirr  DE   VERGEKirBS. 

Passy,  3  Septeniber,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excdlenqr,  by 
order  of  Congress,  a  resolution  of  theirs,  dated  the  lltk 
of  May  last,  which  is  in  the  words  following,  \vb. 

^Resolvedy  That  Dr.  Franklm  be  instructed  to  ex- 
press to  the  court  of  France,  the  constant  denre  of 
Congress  to  meet  their  wishes;  that  these  States  are 
about  to  form  a  general  system  of  commerce,  by  trea- 
ties with  other  nations ;  that,  at  this  time,  they  cannot 
foresee  what  claim  might  be  given  to  those  nations  by 
the  explanatory  propositions  from  the  Count  de  Yer- 
gennes,  on  the  second  and  third  articles  of  our  Treaty 
of  Amity  and  Commerce  with  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, but  that  he  may  be  assured  it  will  be  our  constant 
care  to  place  no  people  on  more  advantageous  ground 
than  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty .** 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

B.  FRAHKLOr. 


TO  BENJAMUr  YAUOHAN. 

Mroducing  Count  Mirabeau. 

PaMj,  7  SeptemWr,  1781 

My  dear  Friekd, 
This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  GcHmt  Afirabeta;* 
son  of  the  Marquis  of  that  name,  author  of  VJbd  ibt 


*  The  same  wiio  aAerwards  to  emineDtly  diatinguuhed  himaelf  bf  hm 
eloquence  in  the  early  part  of  the  French  Revolution.  —  W.  T«  F. 
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Hommes.  This  gentleman  is  esteemed  liere,  and  I 
recommend  him  to  your  civilities  and  amnada^  par- 
ticulariy  with  respect  to  the  printing  of  a  piece  he  has 
written  on  the  subject  of  hereditary  vobility^  on  occa- 
sion of  the  order  of  Cincinnati  htdy  attempted  to  be 
established  in  America,  which  cannot  be*  printed  here. 
I  find  that  some  of  the  best  judges  tlmk  k  extreme- 
ly well  written,  with  great  deamessi  fiDrce,  and  d^ance. 
If  you  can  reccmmiend  him  to  an  honest,  reasonaUe 
bookseUer,  that  wiU  undertake  it,  you  wiH  do  him  ser- 
vice, and  perhaps  some  to  mankind,  who  are  too  muck 
bigoted  m  many  countries  to  that  kind  of  impositioiL 
I  had  formerly  almost  resolved  to  trouble  you  widi 
no  more  letters  of  recomm^idatioa;  but  I  think  yo« 
will  find  thb  gentleman  to  possess  taksaXSj  that  maj 
render  his  acquaintance  agreeable.  Widi  sincere  es- 
teem, I  am  ever,  my  dear  fiiead,  yours  most  afectkiB- 
ately,  R  Faavkuv. 


noM  couirr  de  vEROEinrEs  to  b.  vravkuv. 
Translation. 

VenuDefl,  9  BepCeiiiba^  17S1 

Sm, 

I  have  recdved  the  letter  whii     yoo  < 
hcmw  to  write  me  on  the  3d  ins      .    Yon        « 
dare  in  the  name  of  Congress,  diat         I        1 
wiU  be  careful  not  to  treat  any  *  i 

ters  of  commerce,  more  advantage  t     Fr 

nation.    This  declaration,  founded  on  t  of 

6th  of  February,  1778,  has  been  very      e  to 

King;  and  you.  Sir,  can  assure  Congr  t 

United  States  shall  ccmstantty  experience  a  pe    ct 
c^>rodty  in  France.    I  have  the  honor  to 
ancerely.  Sir,  &c.  Ds  Yi 
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FROM   WILLIAM   CARMICHAEL  TO   B.   FRAKKLQT. 

Appointment  of  M.  Gardoqui  as  Mmistar  from  j^pmi 
to  the  United  States.—  Count  de  Gahez. 

Iftdrid,  85  S6pC0iiibnv  178t> 

Dear  Sir^ 

Smce  I  had  the  honor  to  answer  your  EzoeDeiicy's 
letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  from  St.  UdefonsOi  this  court 
has  judged  proper  to  adopt  a  measure,  which  it  has 
had  in  contemplation  for  some  time  past,  by  finally 
concluding  to  send  M.  Gardoqui,  late  consul-general  in 
England,  to  represent  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  the 
character  of  Charge  d! Affaires  to  the  United  States; 
with  a  commission,  however,  of  minister,  in  case^  pre- 
vious to  hb  arrival  or  immediately  after.  Congress  shaB 
think  fit  to  name  a  person  in  that  character  hefe  to 
replace  Mr.  Jay.  Accordingly  his  appointments  am 
those  of  minister,  his  salary  bemg  twelve  thousand  hard 
dollars,  with  two  thousand  pistoles  for  his  outfits. 
This  gentleman  is  to  embark  before  the  middle  of  next 
month  from  Cadiz,  on  board  a  Spanish  fiigate  ready 
for  that  purpose,  the  Kmg  defraying  every  expense  of 
himself  and  auite  on  their  passage. 

On  findmg  that  this  gentleman's  mission  woukl  take 
place  sooner  than  I  expected,  I  took  occasbn  to  men- 
tion, though  not  officially,  to  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca,  the  nature  of  the  new  commission  appointad 
to  treat  with  the  European  powers,  mentioned  m  your 
letter  abovementioned.  Finding  that  he  dkl  not  ap- 
pear altogether  satisfied  with  this  mode  of  negotiatiiig, 
I  endeavoured  to  convince  hun,  that  the  measure  had 
been  adopted  by  Congress  for  the  convenience  of  the 
European  courts  inclined  to  treat  with  the  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  these  circiuv 
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Stances,  as  it  is  prop^  they  dioiild  be  known  to 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Jeflferson,  fiaom  whom  I  hare  not 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  innce  their  arriYal  at  Paris; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  and  ther  advice  lor 
my  government,  having  been  deprived  of  ev^y  kind 
of  mformation  from  Congress,  smce  the  7th  of  May, 
1783,  M.  Gardoqui  is  known  to  Mr.  Adams  and  your 
Excellency,  and  is  principally  chosen  by  the  court  fitm 
a  supposition,  that  he  will  be  agreeable  in  America, 
from  his  known  affection  to  the  country  and  his  at- 
tachment to  its  interest  He  is  a  very  well  meaning 
man,  and  very  sincerely  disposed  to  promote  and  cul- 
tivate a  lasting  harmony  betwe^i  this  county  and 
ours.  The  choice  of  him,  theiief(»^  fidr  this  missioo, 
Biay  be  considered  as  a  prod*  of  the  good  disposition 
of  the  court;  which,  though  hurt  by  the  sSenoe  of 
Congress,  has  manifested  much  attention  to  the  ob- 
jects rdative  to  the  intaests  of  individuals  of  America, 
for  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  its 
mterfio-ence. 

Having  no  precise  information  of  the  nature  of  the 
services  rendered  by  the  &ntf  A  Carolina  frigate,  or  of 
the  sum  expected  for  those  services,  I  shall  make  it  a 
point  to  procure  instruction  for  M.  Gardoqui  to  settle 
that  business  in  America,  which  can  be  done  with 
more  despatch  there  than  in  Europe,  because  the  Count 
de  Galvez,  now  on  his  way  to  Havana,  was  commander- 
in-chief  when  that  frigate  was  employed,  and  must  be 
consulted  from  hence  before  any  step  can  be  taken 
definitdy  satisfactory  to  the  State  of  South  Carolma. 
Not  to  omit  any  thing  that  may  termmate  this  matter 
to  the  sads&ction  of  the  State,  I  shall  write  on  the 
subject  to  the  Count  de  Galvez,  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  know  personally,  and  endeavour  to  dispose 
him  to  render  all  the  good  offices,  that  may  depend 
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on  him,  in  the  arrangement  of  this  affair.^  With  very 
respectful  compliments  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jeffer- 
son, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard  and 
much  esteem,  &c. 

WiLUAM   CaRMICHAKU 


mOM  COUNT  D£  MERCY  ARGENTEAU  TO  B.  FRAlfKUH. 

Translation. 

PiM  J,  38  SepCeoibei^  1784. 

Sir, 

With  respect  to  the  propositbn  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  that  I  forwarded  to  my  court,  concemBig 
the  arrangements  of  commerce  to  be  adopted  by  the 
respective  dominions,  I  have  received  the  ofder^  Sr, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  thai 
his  Majesty,  the  Emperor,  has  agreed  to  the  said  proper 
aition,  and  that  he  has  directed  the  govemment  gm^ 
eral  of  the  Low  Countries  to  adopt  measures  to  pvt 
it  in  execution. 

When  the  particulars  respectmg  thb  raatta*  shaA  be 
sent  to  me,  I  shall  instantly  communicate  them. 


*  The  Souih  Carolina  frigate  was  the  Mne  that  was  nnMiMiilei  hf 
Commodore  Gillon,  as  heretofore  mentionecL  See  Vol.  IX.  p.  54.  Gft- 
lon  safled  from  Coninna  to  Teneriffe,  where  he  remained  aoMt  tiM^ 
and  then  panraed  his  conree  for  Charleetcm ;  bat,  whfle  om  Ua  wiy,  ha 
fell  in  with  and  captm^  five  English  voasels  fWim  Janalea  ! 
rum  and  sugar.  Being  blown  off  the  coast  when  be  ( 
ton,  he  took  his  prizes  to  Havana,  where  they  were  sold.  The  J 
at  this  time  having  fitted  out  an  expedition  against  the  EngBA  hi  Ihi 
West  Indies,  Gillon  joined  them  with  hit  fiigatCi  and  Ihty  SmSs  a 
successful  descent  upon  the  Bahama  Islands.  For  tbi  seniee  of  Ihs 
frigate  in  this  expedition  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
demnity,  and  the  American  Chargi  d^AffairtM  at  the  eout  of  ] 
instructed  by  Congress  to  present  and  soppoit  the 
^Qmgrc$$,M€9dd,  1784. 
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I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  as- 
surances of  the  most  perfect  attachment,  with  which  I 
ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

De  Merct  Aroenteau. 


FROM  ROBERT   MORRIS   TO  B.  FRANKLIX. 

Settlement  of  the  Public  Accounts.  —  Contingent  Fund. 

OfSco  of  Finance,  90  September,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

This  is  rather  a  late  day  to  acknowledge  your  favors 
of  the  25th  of  December  and  15th  of  June  last,  but 
I  have  always  intended  in  my  acknowledgment  of 
them  to  close  our  public  correspondence,  and  I  have 
always  been  disappointed  in  my  expectation  of  being 
able  speedily  to  quit  this  office.  That  period,  however, 
so  ardently  desired,  is  at  length  nearly  arrived,  and, 
while  I  look  back  at  the  cares  and  dangers  past,  I  feel 
an  increased  emotion  of  joy  by  a  comparison  with  future 
hopes  and  expectations.  But  I  cannot  view  the  past 
scene  without  strong  feelings  of  gratitude  and  respect 
for  the  able  and  active  efforts  you  have  made  to  sup- 
port the  finances  of  this  country.  I  would  to  God, 
diat  your  just  sentiments  on  property  and  taxation 
were  as  fully  felt  as  they  must  be  clearly  understood 
in  America ;  but  time  is  necessary  to  mellow  the  judg- 
ment of  a  country  as  well  as  of  a  man.  Happy  in- 
deed shall  we  be,  if  it  produce  that  effect  among  us. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  explanation  of  M.  Chau- 
mont's  accounts.  These,  as  well  as  the  other  accounts, 
are  lodged  at  the  treasury,  which  is  the  most  proper 
place  for  both.  If  any  insinuations  have  been  made 
injurious  to  you,  in  connexion  with  Chaumont,  they 
have  not  reached  me,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  none 
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such  can  make  any  impres^ons,  which  ought  to  give 
you  pain. 

I  have  not  remitted  bills  for  the  salaries  of  the  for- 
eign ministers,  because,  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
having  varied,  and  Mr.  Grand  having  informed  me  that 
he  should  pay  them,  I  have  left  it  as  an  account  un- 
settled, to  be  arranged  by  Mr.  Barclay ;  and,  as  I  can- 
npt  doubt  that  the  attachments  will  have  been  taken 
o£^  and  as  I  have  given"  Mr.  Grand  a  credit  on  liie 
commissioners  of  the  loan  in  Holland  for  four  hundred 
thousand  livres,  and  directed  Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  to 
pay  over  to  him  a  balance  in  their  hands,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  be  in  cash  for  the  purpose.  I  agree 
with  you,  that  a  fund  ought  to  be  set  apart  for  oon- 
tingencies,  and,  had  I  continued  and  been  supported 
in  administration,  such  a  fund  should  certainly  have, 
been  provided.  I  am  at  the  same  time  an  enemy  to 
contmgent.accounts,  and  therefore  I  should  have  ui^ed 
the  ascertainment  of  every  allowance,  as  fieur  as  possible^ 
thereby  curtailmg  the  account  of  contingencies;  but, 
after  aU,  it  cannot  be  annihilated.  Congress  have  made 
no  determination  on  this  subject  Indeed,  it  is  very 
difficult,  and  even  almost  disreputable  for  them  to  make 
arrangements  of  expenditure,  while  the  means  of  ex- 
penditure are  so  shamefully  withheld  by  their  constitii-* 
ents.  These  things,  however,  will  mend;  at  least  I 
hope  so. 

I  have  abeady  said,  that  I  expected  the  attachment! 
laid  on  the  public  goods  would  be  discharged.  Tour 
letter  to  the  Count  de  Yergennes  on  that  subject  fa 
perfect ;  and,  if  that  minister  did  not  unmediatelj  ob* 
tain  a  compliance  with  your  request,  I  ju'esume  it  most 
have  been  occasioned  by  some  circumstances  puief^ 
domestic,  which  we  in  this  countiy  cannot  guess  at; 
for  certably  nothing  can  be  more  astonishing,  than  to 
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find  a  subject  countenanced  in  arresting  the  property 
of  a  sovereign  power  m  this  enlightened  age,  and  in 
the  country  which  of  all  others  has  been  most  eminent 
for  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  nations. 

From  your  last  letters  to  your  friends,  I  find  that 
your  return  to  this  country  is  somewhat  doubtful  I 
am  therefore  disappointed  in  one  of  the  great  pleasures 
wUch  I  had  promised  myself.  But,  Sr,  in  whatever 
country  you  may  be,  and  whether  in  public  or  in  pri- 
vate life,  be  assured  of  my  warmest  and  most  respect- 
ful esteem,  and  that  my  best  wishes  for  your  happi*^ 
ness  shall  be  clothed  with  the  utmost  efforts  in  my 
power  to  promote  it  on  every  proper  occasion.  I  am* 
with  sincere  regard,  &c 

Robert  Morrm. 


TO   CHARI.E9   THOMSON. 

Pa«iy,  16  OetoWr,  ITBl 

Pear  Sir, 
It  was  intended  by  the  Commissioners  to  wnte  a 
jcwrit  lettpr  to  Congress,  but  I  am  afraid  the  opportu- 
wty  may  be  missed.  This  may  serve  to  inform  you,, 
that  propositions  of  treating  have  been  made  by  us 
to  all  the  powers  of  Europe  according  to  our  instruct 
tions>  and  we  are  waiting  for  their  answers.  There 
are  apprehensions  here  of  a  war  between  the  Emper- 
or and  Holland;  but,  as  the  season  is  not  proper  for 
opening  a  campaign,  I  hope  the  winter  will  give  time 
fiar  mediators  to  accommodate  matters.  We  have  not 
yet  heard  that  Mr.  Jay  has  accepted  the  secretary- 
slup  of  foreign  affairs.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  mo9t  affectionately, 

B.  Frakklot. 

VOL.   Z.  19  M 
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FROM   RICHARD    PRICE   TO   B.    FRAITKLIir. 

Sinking  Fund.  —  Balloons. 

Newington  Green,  31  October,  1784. 

My  dear  Friewd, 

I  have  promised  to  draw  up  a  table,  during  the 
next  session  of  Parliament,  similar  to  the  first  in  Ae 
French  edict,  and  marking,  as  that  does,  distmcdjfor 
every  year  the  progress  of  a  sinkmg  fund,  in  order  to 
show  its  powers;  and  I  have  some  reason  to  expect, 
that  there  will  be  a  struggle  in  our  Pariiament  to  get 
such  a  fund  established,  and  consigned  to  the  care  of 
commissioners  m  order  to  render  diversbns  cf  it  less 
practicable.  I  have  enclosed  a  little  pamphlet,  publish- 
ed in  April  last,  because  I  am  doubtful  whether  it  has 
been  sent  to  you  before. 

We  have  at  last  begun  to  fly  here.  Such  an  ardor 
prevails,  that  probably  we  shall  soon,  in  this  instance, 
leave  France  behind  us.  Dr.  Priestiey,  in  a  letter  which 
I  have  just  received  from  him,  teUs  me,  Aat  he  is 
eager  in  pursuing  his  experiments,  and  that  he  has 
discovered  a  method  of  filHng  the  largest  balloons  with 
the  lightest  inflammable  air  in  a  very  short  time  and 
at  a  very  smdll  expense. 

I  rent  you  a  pretty  long  letter,  with  a  parcel  of  my 
pamphlets  on  the  American  Revolution,  about  a  fort- 
night ago.  This  letter  will  be  conveyed  by  a  country- 
man of  yours,  Mr.  Jonathan  Jackson,  who  has  been 
in  London  some  time,  and  in  whose  acquamtance  I 
have  been  happy.  I  have  sent  a  considerable  number 
of  these  pamphlets  to  America,  where  I  hope  they  will 
be  favorably  received,  as  a  well-meant,  though  weak 
attempt  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  civil  society. 

Mrs.  Price,  I  thank  God,  contmues  better;  she  de- 
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sires  to  be  respectfully  remembered  to  you.    With  the 
highest  regard,  I  am  ever  yours, 

Richard  Prick. 


TO   CHARLES  THOMSON* 

Pasqr,  11  November,  1781 

Dear  Frienb, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  August  13th  with  the 
papers  amiexed,  relative  to  the  afiair  of  Longchamps. 
I  hope  satisfaction  will  be  given  to  M.  Marbois.  The 
Commissioners  have  written  a  jomt  letter  to  Congress. 
This  serves  to  cover  a  few  papers  relative  to  matters 
with  which  I  was  particularly  charged  in  the  instruc- 
tions. I  shaU  write  to  you  fully  by  the  next  opportu- 
nity having  now  only  time  to  add,  that  I  am,  as  ever, 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FnANKLur. 

P.  S.  I  executed  the  instructions  of  October  29th, 
1783,  as  soon  as  I  knew  the  commissions  for  treating 
wkh  the  Emperor,  &c  were  issued,  which  was  not  till 
July,  1784.  The  three  letters  between  the  Emperor's 
minister  and  me  are  what  passed  cm  that  occasion. 


FROM   GEORGE    WHATL^T   TO   B.   FRANKLUT. 

Principles  of  Trade.  —  Foundling  Hospitals.  —  Spector 
cles.  —  Powers  of  Congress.  —  Toleration. 

London,  15  November,  17S4. 

My  GOOD  OLD  Friend, 
You  flatter  my  vanity  in  thinking  of  having  a  trans- 
faition  made  of  The  Prindples  of  Trade.    I  have  given 
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to  your  grandson  one  of  them^  and  I  idiall  with  pleasure 
send  some  copies  to  Atnerica. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  success  may 
be  of  the  new  institution  at  Paris  for  assisting  women, 
so  as  to  suckle  their  own  children  at  home.  I  ap- 
prove of  it  much;  though  I  hold  as  an  axiom,  ^that 
the  children  of  poor  or  dishonest  persons  should  be 
taken  care  of  by  the  public  in  time^  lest,  instead  of 
serving,  they  come  to  hurt  the  public  either  through 
distress  or  bad  education,  if  it  can  be  done  without 
any  violence  to  the  natural  right  of  the  parent,  as  it  is 
better  to  make  men  good  than  to  hang  those  that 
are  bad."  You  see  the  voluntary  sending  of  children 
to  the  foundling  hospital  takes  away  the  thought  of 
any  violence  to  the  natural  right ;  and  to  my  mind,  fipom 
whatever  cause  parents  may  divest  themselves  of  their 
affection  for  their  offspring,  so  as  to  put  them  Mray, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  public  to  intervene  and  take  up 
such  offspring,  upon  the  certain  principle,  that  the  num- 
ber of  subjects  makes  the  riches  of  a  State. 

By  good  luck,  I  find  I  have  kept  your  original  notes 
on  the  Principles  of  Trade,  those  we  agreed  in,  those 
I  added,  and  those  I  dissented  from,  and  wore  not 
published ;  moreover;  some  other  ideas  you  favored  me 
with.  This  I  told  your  grandson,  and  wished  to  con- 
fer with  him  thereon,  as  well  for  his  improvement,  as 
to  convey  to  you  what  we  differed  in,  for  your  reconsid- 
eration. I  have  prepared  copies  of  those  notes,  and 
shall  hope  to  collate  them  with  your  grandson.  If 
not  so  done,  you  may  depend  I  have  faithfully  o^fued 
them. 

Death  is  a  concomitant  of  our  existence.  Your  doc- 
trine of  our  rising  from  it,  or  after  it,  refreshed  in  the 
morning,  is  what  I  do  not  comprehend.  I  have  long 
contemplated  the  epitaph,  thought  to  be  written  by  4be 
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eelebnted  Mr.  Pope,  which  allow  me  to  send  you, 
together  with  my  paraphrase,  if  it  may  be  so  called. 

*<  Under  thitf  marble,  or  under  this  etll, 
Or  voder  this  turf, or  e'en  whst  they  will; 
Whatever  an  heir,  or  a  friend  in  hia  itead, 
Or  any  good  creatore,  ahall  lay  o'er  my  head, 
liee  one  who  ne'er  cared,  and  tftill  cares  not  a  pin 
y^iAt  they  laid,  or  may  say,  of  the  mortal  within ; 
Bat  whO)  living  and  dying,  serene,  still,  and  free, 
Tnuis  ui  God^  that,  as  well  as  he  was,  he  shall  be." 

When  we  have  considered  things,  and  weighed 
tbem  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our  faculties,  we  shall 
not,  I  apprehend,  be  able  to  say  more,  than  that  we 
can  know  nothing  of  what  we  were  before  we  exist- 
edy  nor  can  we  more  certainly  or  more  positively  say 
what  shall  become  of  us  on  our  dissolution.  It  is 
therefore  submitted,  whether  it  be  not  gready  satisfac- 
Uxy  to  contemplate,  and  to  trust  in  God,  that  what  we 
loere,  we  shall  be.  It  is  presumed,  the  utmost  of  all 
rdigion  must  be  the  trusting  in  God;  consequendy, 
this  idea  seems  not  to  militate  against  pure  religion. 
Aii  to  tjbe  almost  infinite  notions  of  mankind,  by  which 
tbe  iQinds  of  men  are  warped  and  bent,  they  will  be 
found  mere  nothings,  if  from  them  we  take,  as  Dean 
Swift,  says  of  what  is  called  the  happiness  of  mortal 
laen,  their  false  lights,  varnish,  and  tinsel. 

By  way  of  speculation,  I  trouble  you  with  a  copy  of 
an  account  I  got  from  Paris  of  the  number  of  found- 
ling children  there,  received  from  1741,  the  year  of  our 
beiginning  here,  to  the  year  1755.  I  think  it  was  ob- 
tained prepai^tory  to  the  opening  of  our  hospital,  the 
2d  of  June,  1756,  for  a  general  reception,  to  show  what 
was  done  abroad.  I  should  be  ^ad  if  you  could  pro- 
Cttce  the  subsequent  years  to  1783  inclusive.  Whether 
it  may  be  of  any  use,  I  know  not;  nevertheless^  it 
would  please  me  to  have  it. 
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I  have  spoken  to  DoUand  about  your  mtentloD  of 
double  spectacles,  and,  by  aU  I  can  gather,  they  can 
only  serve  for  particular  eyes,  not  in  general  DoUand 
was  to  furnish  me  grcOis  with  spectacles,  thirty  years 
ago,  in  virtue  of  my  disinterested  purchases  of  tele- 
scopes, for  no  small  sums,  for  conjurers  abroad.  He 
has  now  done  it,  as  I  find  spectacles  are  of  use ;  though 
I  can  do  without  them  tolerably,  and  part  of  this  let- 
ter was  wrote  so.  They,  as  I  said,  give  ease,  and 
that  is  what  we  ought  to  covet  and  desh^ 

I  long  much  to  learn  how  the  Philadelphia  badt 
goes  on.  If  your  people  wffl  be  pleased  to  let  justice 
be  the  compass  by  which  they  shall  steer,  ihey  may 
do  any  thing.  I  think  I  can  prove  this  to  be  forthev 
true  mterest,  m  every  shape.  You  know  I  lay  down 
as  a  maxim,  that  mterest  should  govern  as  w^  pdbfie 
as  private  affairs.  It  is  all  a  farce  to  pretend,  that  it 
ought  not.  I  hold  your  Cincinnati  institution  to  be 
wrong,  nor  do  I  think  those  to  blame,  who  aret^amst 
giving  a  power  to  Congress  inconsistent  with  libet^ 
ty;  for  men  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  power  b«t 
with  a  jealous  eye,  and  so  guarded  that  nought  bttt 
the  general  interest  shall  be  the  rule  of  action,  if 
poor  States  m  union  with  others  cannot,  by  reason  of 
their  small  means,  acquiesce  in  measures  judged  to 
be  for  public  benefit  so  readily  as  the  richer,  these 
should  assist  and  help  out  those  who  are  poor,  ekher 
by  ban  or  gift.  I  vrill' suppose  all  readiness  in  boA 
rich  and  poor  to  do  their  utmost ;  for,  if  that  be  want- 
ing, there  is  a  clear  want  of  justice,  and  consequently 
a  deviation  from  the  true  interest  of  the  whole. 

I  think  the  Abbe  Raynal  in  some  of  his  writings  htt 
said,  "  Establish  no  legal  preference  amongst  the  diAr* 
ent  forms  of  worship.     Superstition  is  innocent,  wlien- . 
ever  it  is  neither  persecuted  nor  protected.**    WheliMr 
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SQch  a  praicii^  can  be  brought  into  {N'actice  is  doubt- 
fid;  I  fear  it  cannot  I  full  well  remember  what  jrou 
tM  me  kng  ago,  of  a  place  m  Philadelphia  built  for 
whosoever  might  choose  to  talk  in  public,  as  some  pa^ 
sons  of  a  particular  denomination  had  been  refused 
hddiiig  fiorthy  because  they  were  of  a  certain  color. 
How  this  doctrine  may  be  relished  in  other  parts,  I 
know  not;  but,  if  mass  has  been  said  in  Boston,  I 
will  hc^  there  has  been  som@  relaxation,  at  least,  in 
&TOr  of  the  general  interest  of  the  State, 

Tour  grandscm,  upon  my  insmuating  to  him  you 
were  so  desirably  situated  as  not  to  leave  Paris,  teOs 
me,  you  thought  you  would  be  more  pleased  and  hap- 
py in  Ammca^  where  you  might  prosecute  your  phi- 
hisophical  studies.  All  I  can  say  to  this  is,  what  I 
have  read  somewhere;  ^ Happy  only  is  he,  who  in 
Blind  lives  contented;  and  he  most  o(  all  unhappy, 
wiKMa  nothing  that  be  halh  can  content."  I  am  sure 
jou  cannot  have  more  health,  happmess,  and  content- 
ment, than  I  sincerely  wish  you ;  and  I  shall  ever  be 
ha|^y  in  having  opportunities  of  showing  vrith  what 
respect  and  regard  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  affection- 
ate fiiend^  George  Whatley. 


TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Pusy,  23  N<yfember,  1784 

Dear  Sir, 
Hiese  people  are  so  accustomed  to  see  every  thing 
done  by  sdicitation  of  interest,  or  what  they  call  pro- 
tection, and  nothbg  vrithout  it,  that  they  hardly  con- 
ceive it  possible  to  obtain  the  payment  even  of  a  just 
dd>t,  but  by  means  of  persons  whom  they  suppose  to 
hare  influence  enough  to  support  and  enforce  their 
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pretensions.  We  should  naturally  suppose,  that  the 
proper  time  for  askmg  such  aid  would  be  aft^  a  r^pi- 
hr  demand,  and  a  refusal  of  justice;  but  they  ran 
about  to  everybody  with  their  memorials,  bdbre  they 
have  even  presented  their  account  to  those  whom  they 
consider  as  their  debtors.  Thus  the  creditois,  not  only 
of  a  State  in  America,  but  even  of  private  merchants, 
tease  the  ministers  of  this  country,  as  well  as  those 
of  America  here,  with,  their  petitions  and  cases,  re- 
questing assistance  and  mterest  to  procure  attention 
to  their  affairs,  when  it  does  not  appear  that  their 
claims  have  been  refused,  or  even  made  where  they 
ought  to  be  made. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  pspera^ 
and  to  request,  that,  if  you  are  acquainted  with  the  af* 
&ir,  and  can  give  any  comfortable  expectaticm  or  coun- 
sel to  the  jfoov  man,  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  fur* 
nish  me  with  it,  that  I  may  communicate  it  to  Um 
in  my  answer.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am, 
Sir,  &C.  B.  FnAifgLiifs 


FROM  JOHN  JAY   TO   B.   FRANKLHT. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  —  Congress. 

Trenton,  13  December,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  is  so  obliging  as  to  take 
charge  of  this  letter.  He  has  seen  much  of  our  coun- 
try since  his  arrival,  and,  having  had  many  (^iportum- 
ties  of  knowing  our  true  situation,  will  be  able  to  gife 
you  full  information  on  the  subject.  I  think  he  is,  and 
has  reason  to  be,  convinced,  that  the  attachment  of 
America  to  him  has  not  been  abated  by  the  peao^ 
and  that  we  are  now  as  little  disposed  to  break  fiiend- 
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ship  with  France,  as  we  were  during  the  war.  This 
is  a  most  iiatvorable  season  fc»*  her  to  relax  die  severe 
commercial  restrictionsi  which  oppose  our  trade  to  her 
islands.  Her  liberality  would  be  contrasted  to  British 
iD  humor,  and  unavoidably  jnxxluce  correspondent  im- 
pressions. 

The  present  Ckmgress  promises  wdL  There  are 
many  respectable  members  here.  Fed«^  ideas  seem 
t9  prevsul  greatly  among  them,  and  I  may  add,  a  strong 
disposition  to  conciliaticm  and  unanimity.  Your  letter 
on  the  subject  of  leave  to  return,  is,  with  a  variety  of 
foreign  papers,  referred  to  a  committee.  They  have 
as  yet  made  no  report,  and  therefore  I  can  give  you 
no  satisfact(M7  intelligence  on  that  head. 

I  lately  saw  Mrs.  Bache  in  good  health  and  spirits, 
at  Philadelphia,  and  I  am  persuaded  she  is  no  less  anx- 
kms  for  your  return  than  you  can  be.  Bfrs.  Jay  and 
cfar  litde  tamly  are  at  Mzabethtown,  and  her  last 
letters  inform  me  they  are  all  weB.  Be  pleased  Vb 
make  my  compliments  to  your  grandsons.  I  am,  deir 
Sff^  &c  Jomr  Jay. 


TO   DAVID   HARTLST. 

Paitjr,  3  JaUMury,  178S. 

Mt  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  December  1st,  fix)m 
Bttth.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  your  good  sister  is  in 
a  bir  way  towards  recovery;  my  respects  and  best 
widies  attend  her. 

I  communicated  your  letter  to  Mr*  Jefferson,  to  re- 
nund  him  of  his  promise  to  commimicate  to  you  the 
mteffigence  he  might  receive  from  America  on  the  sub^ 
jects  you  mention ;  and  now,  having  got  back,  I  shall 
etideavoar  to  answer  the  other  parts  of  it 

VOL.  X.  20 
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What  you  propose  to  draw  up  of  your  ojnnions  on 
American  negotiation,  may  be  of  great  use,  if  laid,  as 
you  intend,  before  adminbtration,  in  case  they  serious- 
ly mtend  to  enter  on  it  after  the  meeting  of  Pariia- 
ment;  for  I  know  your  ideas  all  tend  to  a  good  im*: 
derstanding  between  the  two  countries  and  their  com- 
mon advantage ;  and  m  my  mind,  too,  all  selfish  projects 
of  partial  profit  are  the  effects  of  sh(Nl-sigfatedness^ 
they  never  producing  permanent  benefits,  and  are  at 
length  the  causes  of  discord  and  its  ccmsequencesi 
wherein  much  more  b  spent  than  all  the  tempmary 
gams  amounted  to. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  one  b  yet  appomted  by 
your  court  to  treat  with  us.  We  some  time  sinoe  ac- 
quamted  your  minbter  with  our  powers  and  disposi- 
tk)n  to  treat,  which  he  communicated  to  hb  court,  and 
received  for  answer,  that  hb  Majesty's  minbters  were 
ready  to  receive  any  propositions  we  might  have  to 
make  for  the  common  benefit  of  both  countries^  bat 
they  thought  it  more  for  the  honor  of  both,  that  the 
treaty  should  not  be  in  a  third  place.  We  answered, 
that,  though  we  did  not  see  much  inconvenience  in 
treating  here,  we  would,  as  soon  as  we  had  finbhed 
some  affairs  at  present  cm  our  hands,  wait  upon  them, 
if  they  pleased,  m  London.  We  have  since  heard 
nothing. 

We  have  no  late  accounts  &om  America  of  any  im- 
portance. You  know  the  Congress  adjourned  the  bo- 
ginning  of  June  till  the  beginning  of  Novembo.  And 
since  their  meeting  there  has  been  no  account  of  tbeir 
proceedmgs.  All  the  stories  in  your  p^)erB  relatiiig 
to  their  divbions  are  fiction,  as  well  as  tho9e  d  Iht 
people  being  dbcontented  with  Congressional  govern- 
ment Mr.  Jay  writes  to  me,  that  they  were  aft  bo 
time  more  happy  or  more  satisfied  with  their  govern- 
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menty  than  at  present,  nor  ever  enjoyed  more  tranquO- 
Bty  or  jMDsperity.  In  truth,  the  freedom  of  their  ports 
to  an  nations  has  brought  in  a  vast  plenty  of  foreign 
goods,  and  occasioned  a  demand  for  their  produce,  the 
consequence  of  which  is  the  double  advantage  of  buy- 
ing what  they  consume  cheap,  and  sellmg  what  they 
can  spare  dear. 

If  we  should  come  to  London,  I  hope  it  may  still 
be  with  you  that  we  are  to  do  business.  Our  al- 
ready understandmg  one  another  may  save,  on  many 
points,  a  good  deal  of  time  in  discussion.  But  I  doubt 
whether  any  treaty  is  intended  on  your  part,  and  I 
&ncy  we  shall  not  press  it  It  may  perhaps  be  best 
to  give  both  sides  time  to  inqtiire,  and  to  feel  for  the 
mt^^sts  they  cannot  see.  With  sincere  and  great  es- 
^m,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affection- 
ittdy,  B.  Fhajxvjjx. 


TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Passy,  8  Febmazy,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  recdved  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  your  kind 
letter  of  the  13th  of  December.  It  gave  me  pleasure 
cm  two  accounts ;  as  it  informed  me  of  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  that  of  your,  I  may  almost  say  our  dear  little 
fimuly;  for,  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  their  being 
with  me  in  the  same  house,  I  have  ever  felt  a  tender 
affection  for  them,  equal  I  believe  to  that  of  most 
fiithers. 

I  did  hope  to  have  heard  by  the  last  packet  of  your 
having  accepted  the  secretaryship  of  foreign  affairs, 
but  was  disappointed.  I  write  to  you  now,  therefore, 
only  as  a  private  friend ;  yet  I  may  mention  respecting 
pubfic  affiiirs,  that,  as  far  as  I  can  perceive,  the  good 
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disposition  of  this  court  towards  us  contmues,  I  wish 
I  could  say  as  much  for  the  rest  o(  the  Eurqpeaa 
courts.  I  thmk  that  their  desire  of  being  connected 
with  us  by  treaties  is  of  late  much  abated ;  and  tins  I 
suppose  is  occasioned  by  the  pains  Britain  takes  to 
represent  us  everywhere  as  distracted  with  diviskms, 
discontented  with  our  governments,  the  people  unwil- 
ling to  pay  taxes,  the  Congress  unable  to  collect  them, 
and  many  desiring  the  restoration  of  the  old  govern* 
ment.  The  English  papers  are  full  of  this  8tu£^  and 
their  ministers  get  it  copied  into  the  foreign  papers. 
The  moving  about  of  the  Congress  from  place  to  place 
has  also  a  bad  effect,  m  giving  color  to  the  reports 
of  their  bdng  afraid  of  the  people.  I  hope  they  will 
soon  settle  somewhere,  and,  by  the  steadiness  and 
wisdom  of  their  measures,  dissipate  all  those  mists  of 
misrepresentation  raised  by  the  remaining  mafice  of 
ancient  enemies,  and  establish  our  reputation  for  nar 
tional  justice  and  prudence  as  they  have  dcme  for 
courage  and  perseverance. 

It  grieves  me  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
charge our  first  year's  payment  of  mterest  to  this 
court,  due  the  beginning  of  last  month.  I  hope  it  will 
be  the  only  failure,  and  that  effectual  measures  will  be 
taken  to  be  exactiy  punctual  hereafter.  7%e  good  pan^ 
master,  says  the  proverb,  is  lord  of  another  manfspwru. 
The  bad  one,  if  he  ever  has  again  occasion  to  bor^ 
row,  must  pay  dearly  for  his  carelessness  and  injustiM 

You  are  happy  in  having  got  back  safe  to  yonr 
country.  I  should  be  less  unhappy,  if  I  could  ^"!?ipTf 
the  delay  of  my  cong6  useful  to  the  States,  or  in  tfie 
least  degree  necessary.  But  they  have  many  eqinll|f 
capable  of  doing  all  I  have  to  do  here.  The  new 
proposed  treaties  are  the  most  important  tfaingn;  bnt 
two  can  go  through  them  as  well  as  threes  if  indetd 
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any  are  likely  to  be  completed,  which  I  b^m  to  doubt, 
smce  the  new  ones  make  litde  progress,  and  the  (M 
ones,  which  wanted  only  the  fiat  of  Congress,  seem  n<m 
to  be  gdng  rather  backward;  I  mean  those  I  had 
prorjected  with  Denmark  and  Portugal 

My  grandsons  are  sensible  of  the  honor  of  your  re- 
membrance, and  present  their  respects  to  you  and 
Mrs.  Jay.  I  add  my  best  wishes  of  health  and  happi- 
ness to  you  all,  bemg  with  sincere  esteem  and  affec- 
tion, dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Frakkux. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS* 

Passy,  8  February,  ITSCk 

Sir, 

I  received  by  the  Marquis  de  La&yette  the  two  let- 
ters you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  11th 
aiid  14th  of  December;  the  one  enclosmg  a  letter 
bom  Congress  to  the  King,  the  other  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress respecting  the  convention  for  establishing  con- 
suls. The  letter  was  immediately  delivered  and  well 
received.  The  resolve  came  too  late  to  suspend  sign- 
ing the  convention,  it  having  been  done  July  last,  and 
a  copy  sent  so  long  since,  that  we  now  expected  the 
ratification.  As  that  copy  seems  to  have  miscarried  I 
now  send  imother. 

I  am  not  mformed  what  objection  has  arisen  in 
Congress  to  the  plan  sent  me.  Mr.  Jefferson  thinks 
it  may  have  been  to  the  part  which  restrained  the 
oonstiki  from  all  concern  in  commerce.  That  artide 
yma  omitted,  being  thought  unnecessary  to  be  stipu- 
lated, since  either  party  would  always  have  the  power 
of  imposing  such  restraints  on  its  own  officers,  when- 
ever it  should  think  fit    I  am,  however,  of  opmioa 

VOL.  X*  N 
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that  this  or  any  other  reasonable  article  or  alt^atioB 
may  be  obtamed  at  the  desire  o(  Congress,  and  estab- 
lished by  a  supplement. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  your  bdng 
called  to  the  high  honor  of  presiding  in  our  national 
councils,  and  to  wish  you  every  felicity,  being  with  the 
most  perfect  esteem,  &c. 

B.  Frakkun. 


TO    RICHARD   PRICE. 

Purchase  of  Books  for  the  Town  of  FranUm. 

Puiy,  18  March,  1786L 

Dear  Friend, 
My  nephew,  Mr.  Williams,  will  have  the  honor  of 
delivering  you  this  line.  It  is  to  request  from  you  a 
list  of  a  few  good  books,  to  the  value  of  about  twenty- 
five  pounds,  such  as  are  most  proper  to  inculcate  pim- 
ciples  of  sound  religion  and  just  gov^nment  A  new 
town  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  having  done  me  tlia 
honor  of  naming  itself  after  me,  and  proposnig  to  build 
a  steeple  to  their  meeting-house  if  I  would  give  them 
a  bell,  I  have  advised  the  sparing  themselves  the  ex- 
pense of  a  steeple,  for  the  present,  and  that  they  wodd 
accept  of  books  instead  of  a  bell,  sense  being  prefer- 
able to  sound.  These  are  therefore  mtended  as  tine 
commencement  of  a  little  parochial  library  for  the  mat 
of  a  society  of  intelligent,  respectable  farmers^  such  as 
our  country  people  generally  consist  of.  Beades 
own  works,  I  would  only  mention,  on  the 
dation  of  my  sister,  ^  Stennett's  Discourse  on 
ReUgum,^  which  may  be  one  book  of  the  nmnbery  if 
you  know  and  approve  it* 

«  ■■  '  "I  III  ■      -^M^^l— — — — 

*  Dr.  Price  complied  with  thia  request,  as  mty  be  Men  in  hll  Mtar 
onder  the  date  of  Jane  3d,  1785.    The  books  were  ptoeved  tndJb^ 
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With  the  highest  esteem  and  respect^  I  am  erer, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FRAlTKLIir. 


TO  WHJLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Paasy,  23  March,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  duly  your  letter  of  the  27th  past,  which 
gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  the  length  of  time  since  I 
had  heard  from  you  made  me  apprehensive  that  you 
might  be  ill.  I  immediately  communicated  the  papers 
enclosed  with  it  to  my  colleagues,  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Jefferson,  and  we  have  had  several  meetmgs  on  the 
Barbary  affair.  Probably  by  next  week's  post  we  may 
write  fully  upon  it  to  you,  and  to  Morocco. 

I  am  glad  you  are  likely  to  succeed  in  obtaining 
the  liberty  of  our  silly  countryman.  The  discipline 
they  have  given  him  is,  however,  not  misapplied.  Mr. 
Grand  being  now  in  cash,  your  bills  on  him  for  your 

warded  to  the  town  of  Franklin.  The  Reverend  Nathaniel  Emmons, 
dergyman  of  the  parish  for  which  the  library  was  designed,  preached 
%  wenaoOf  in  commemoration  of  this  bounty,  entitled,  **  7%e  Dignihf  ^ 
Man;  a  Discourse  addressed  io  the  Congregation  in  FVanklin^  upon  the 
Ooomsion  of  fhnxr  receiving  from  Dr,  fVanldin  tke  Mark  of  his  Respect  in 
a  ridi  Donaiion  of  Books,  appropriated  to  (he  Use  of  a  Parish  library P 
h  WM  prinled  in  the  year  1787,  and  the  following^  dedication  was  pre- 
fixed to  it  ''To  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania ;  the  Ornament  of  Genius,  the  Patron  of  Science, 
and  the  Boast  of  Man;  this  Discourse  is  inscribed,  with  the  greatest 
Deference,  Humility,  and  Gratitude,  by  his  obliged  and  roost  humble 
Serrant,  the  Author.**  The  words  chosen  by  the  preacher  for  his  text 
were  from  the  impressive  charge  of  David  to  Solomon;  ^Show  thyseff 
a  ManJ*  He  enlarged  upon  the  importance  of  intellectual  and  moral 
culture,  pointing  out  the  means,  and  enforcing  the  use  of  them  by  per- 
■uasive  arguments.  He  referred  his  hearers  to  the  example  of  Franklin, 
as  affording  a  pertinent  illustration  of  the  text,  and  encouragement  to 
tbe  hopes  of  all,  who  would  employ  their  powers  for  the  attainment  of 
i^  and  useful  objects. 
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salary  will  be  duly  honored.  I  mentioQ  your  drawmg 
on  him,  because  probably  I  may  not  be  here,  as  I  ex- 
pect daily  the  permission  of  Congress  to  return  home, 
and  shall  embrace  the  first  opportunity.  Wherever  I 
am,  be  assured  of  the  invariable  esteem  and  attach- 
ment of,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  Frankldt. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Pm7,  13  Apri,  ITSIL 

Sir, 

M.  de  Chaumont,  who  will  have  the  hcmor  of  pre- 
senting this  line  to  your  Excellency,  is  a  young  geo- 
tleman  of  excellent  character,  whose  father  was  one  of 
our  most  eariy  friends  in  this  country,  which  he  man- 
ifested by  creditbg  us  with  a  thousand  bands  of 
gunpowder  and  other  military  stores  in  I7769  before 
we  had  provicled  any  apparent  means  of  paymenL  He 
has,  as  I  understand,  some  demands  to  make  on  Con- 
gress, the  nature  of  which  I  am  unacquainted  widi; 
but  my  regard  for  the  family  makes  me  wish,  that  they 
may  obtain  a  speedy  consideration,  and  such  favorable 
issue  as  they  may  appear  to  merit 

To  this  end,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
your  countenance  and  protection,  and  am,  with  great 
respect,  &c  B.  Frakklot. 
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TO  BENJAMUr   VAUGHAN. 

Masntfactures. — Books. — Loose  Printing. 

PaMy,  31  April,  17». 

Dear  Friend, 

I  receired  your  kind  letter  of  the  23d  past,  by 
Mr.  Perry,  with  the  other  bottle  of  Blackrie.  I  thank 
you  much  for  your  care  in  sending  them.  I  shoukl 
have  been  glad  to  be  of  any  use  to  Mr.  Perry ;  but  he 
had  placed  his  children  before  I  saw  him,  and  he  stayed 
with  me  only  a  few  mmutes. 

We  see  much  in  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  in 
papers  and  pamphlets,  of  the  mjury  the  concessbns  to 
beland  will  do  to  the  ma$utfacturers  of  Engfaind,  while 
the  pe(^  of  Enghnd  seem  to  be  forgotten,  as  if  quite 
oat  of  the  question,  if  the  Irish  can  manufacture  cot- 
tons, and  staffs,  and  silks,  and  linens,  and  cutlery,  «ad 
toys,  and  books,  &c.  &c  &&,  so  as  to  seH  them  cheaper 
m  England  than  the  manufacturers  oi  England  sell 
Aem,  is  not  thb  good  for  Uie  people  of  England,  who 
•re  Rot  manafactur»*s1  And  will  not  even  the  man- 
i^Kturers  Aemselves  sh^re  the  benefit?  Since  if  cot- 
tons are  cheaper,  all  the  other  manufectur^^  who 
wear  cottons  will  save  in  that  article;  and  so  of  the 
rest  If  books  can  be  had  much  cheaper  fix)m  Ire- 
land, (which  I  believe,  for  I  bought  Blackstone  there 
for  twenty-four  shillings,  when  it  was  sold  in  England 
at  four  gumeas,)  is  not  this  an  advantage,  not  to  Eng- 
lish booksellers,  indeed,  but  to  English  readers,  and  to 
learning?  And  of  all  the  complainants,  perhaps  these 
booksellers  are  least  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
catalogue  you  last  sent  me  amazes  me  by  the  high 
prices, (said  to  be  the  lowest)  affixed  to  each  article. 
And  one  can  scarce  see  a  new  book,  without  observ- 

TOL.  X.  21  W* 
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mg  the  excessive  artifices  made  use  of  to  puff  up  a 
paper  of  verses  into  a  pamphlet,  a  pamphlet  into  an  oc- 
tavo, and  an  octavo  mto  a  quarto,  with  scab-boardings^ 
white-lines,  sparse  titles  of  chapters,  and  exorbitant 
mai^ins,  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  selling  of  paper 
seems  now  the  object,  and  printing  on  it  only  the  pre- 
tence. I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  page  in  a  late  comedy. 
Between  every  two  lines  there  is  a  white  space  equal  to 
another  line.  Tou  have  a  law,  I  think,  against  butch- 
^^  blowing  of  veal  to  make  it  look  fatter;  why  not 
one  against  booksellers'  blowing  oi  books  to  make  them 
look  bigger.  All  this  to  yourself;  you  can  easily  guess 
the  reason. 

My  grandson  is  a  litde  mdisposed,  but  sends  you 
two  pamphlets,  Figaro,  and  Le  Roy  Voyageur.  The 
first  is  a  play  of  Beaumarchais,  which  has  had  a  great 
run  here.  The  other  a  representation  of  aU  the  sup- 
posed errors  of  government  in  this  country,  some  of 
which  are  probably  exaggerated.  It  is  not  puUi^ 
sold;  we  shall  send  some  more  shortly. 

Please  to  remember  me  very  respectfully  and  affiae- 
tkmately  to  good  Dr.  Price.  I  am  glad  that  he  htB 
printed  a  translation  of  the  Testament,  it  may  do  good. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  fiiend,  yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  FRAHKLOr. 

Enclosed  is  the  foregoing  Letter. 

"Scene  IV. 

Sir  John  and  Wildmore. 

Sir  JoHK. 
Whither  so  fast? 

WiLDBffORE. 

To  the  Opera. 
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. 

les 

Sir  Jomr. 

It  18  not  the 

-1 

WiLDMOES. 

Tesitis. 

Sir  Jomr. 

Never  oa  a 

Sunday. 

WiLDMOBX. 

Is  this  Sunday? 

4 

Sir  John. 

Yes  sure. 

WlLDMOEE. 

tim  name.'' 

nothing;  I  shaD  soon 

foiget 

my 

Chris- 

If  this  page  was  printed  running  on  like  Erasmus's 
ColIoqiueSi  it  would  not  have  made  more  than  five  lines. 


TO  JOHN  INOENHOUSZ. 

tmtatian  to  accompany  him  to  America. — Idle  Stories 
about  thai  Country.  —  Emperor  of  Germany. 

PaMy,  39  April,  178& 

Deae  Sib, 
I  thank  you  much  for  the  postscript  respectmg  my 
disorder,  the  stone.  I  have  taken  heretofore,  and  am 
now  agam  taking  the  remedy  you  mention,  which  is 
called  Blackrie^s  Solvent.  It  is  the  soap  lie,  with  lime- 
water,  and  I  believe  it  may  have  some  effect  m  di- 
minbhing  the  symptoms,  and  preventing  the  growth 
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of  the  stone,  which  is  aH  I  expect  from  iL  It  does 
not  hurt  my  appetite;  I  sleep  well,  and  enjoy  my 
friends  in  cheerful  conversation  as  usual  But,  as  I  can- 
not use  much  exercise,  I  eat  more  sparingly  than  for- 
merly, and  I  drink  no  wine.  ^ 

I  admire,  that  you  should  be  so  timid  in  asking 
leave  of  your  good  imperial  master  to  make  a  jour- 
ney for  visitmg  a  friend.  I  am  persuaded  yoa  weuld 
succeed,  and  I  hope  the  proposition  I  have  repeated 
to  you  in  this  letter  will  assist  your  courage^  and  en- 
'  able  you  to  ask  and  obtain.  If  you  come  hither  soon, 
you  may,  when  present,  get  your  book  finished,  and 
be  ready  to  proceed  with  me  to  America.  While  writ- 
mg  this,  I  have  received  from  Congress  my  leave  to 
return;  and  I  believe  I  shall  be  ready  to  embark  by 
the  middle  of  July,  at  farthest.  I  shall  now  be  free 
fit)m  politics  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  Wekome  ^igaiay 
my  dear  philosophical  amusements  I 

I  see  by  a  fiin  page  of  your  letter,  diat  yoa  ksve 
been  possessed  with  strange  ideas  of  America;  that 
there  is  no  justice  to  be  obtained  there,  no  recoveiy 
of  debts,  projects  of  insurrection  to  overturn  the  present 
government,  &c  &c. ;  that  a  Virginia  cdonel,  nephew 
of  the  governor,  had  cheated  a  stranger  of  a  hundred 
thousand  livres,  and  that  somebody  was  imprisoaed 
for  only  speaking  of  it ;  and  the  like  very  improbable 
stories.  They  are  all  fictions  or  misrefH'esentatiaiis.  If 
they  were  truths,  all  strangers  would  avoid  such  a 
country,  and  foreign  merchants  would  as  soon  cany 
Iheir  goods  to  sell  in  Newgate  as  America.  Think  a 
fittle  on  the  sums  England  has  spent  to  preserve  m 
monopoly  of  the  trade  of  that  people,  with  whom  Ihqr 
had  kMig  been  acquainted ;  and  of  the  desire  aD  Bti- 
rope  is  now  manifesting  to  obtam  a  share  of  that 
bade.    Our  pcnts  are  full  of  their  ships,  dieir 
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chants  buying  and  selling  m  our  streets  continually, 
and  returning  with  our  products.  Would  this  happen, 
could  such  commerce  be  continued  with  us,  if  we  were 
such  a  collection  of  scoundrels  and  villains  as  we  have 
been  rejuresented  to  you?  And  insurrections  against 
our  ruko^  are  not  only  unlikely,  as  the  rulers  are  the 
choice  (X  the  people,  but  unnecessary ;  as,  if  not  liked, 
they  may  be  changed  annually  by  the  new  elections. 

I  own  you  have  cause,  great  cause  to  complam  of 
^  but  you  are  wrong  to  condemn  the  whole  coun- 
try by  a  single  sample.  I  have  seen  many  countries, 
and  I  do  not  know  a  country  in  the  worid  in  which 
justice  is  so  weD  adminbtered,  where  protection  and 
fitvor  have  so  little  power  to  impede  its  operations, 
and  where  debts  are  recovered  with  so  much  fBcSkj. 
If  I  thought  it  such  a  country  as  has  been  pamted 
to  you,  I  should  certainly  never  return  to  it  The 
tnith,  I  bdieve,  is,  that  more  goods  have  been  carried 
lUther  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  than  the  consumption 
of  the  country  requires,  and  it  is  natural  that  some  of 
the  advraturers  are  willing  to  discourage  others  from 
foflowing  them,  lest  the  prices  should  still  be  kept  down 
by  the  arrival  of  fresh  cargoes ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely, 
that  some  negligent  or  unfaithful  factors  sent  thitho*, 
may  have  given  such  accounts  to  excuse  their  not 
maldng  remittances.  And  the  English  magnify  all  this, 
and  spread  it  abroad  in  their  papers,  to  dissuade  for- 
eigners from  attempting  to  mterfere  with  them  in  their 
commerce  with  us. 

Your  account  of  the  Emperor's  condescending  con- 
versation with  you  concerning  me  is  pleasing,  I  le- 
qpect  very  much  the  character  of  that  monardi,  and 
think,  that,  if  I  were  one  of  his  subjects,  he  woidd 
find  me  a  good  one.  I  am  glad  that  his  diffinuce 
with  your  country  is  likely  to  be  afrommodated 
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out  bloodshed.  The  Courier  de  PEurqpej  and 
other  papers,  printed  a  letter  on  that  difference,  which 
they  ascribed  to  me.  Be  assured,  my  friend,  that  I 
never  wrote  it,  nor  was  ever  presumptuous  enough  to 
meddle  with  an  affair  so  much  out  o(  my  way.  Youn, 
&C.  B.  Frahkuit. 


TO   COUNT  DE   VBROENirRS. 

PaMy,  8  May,  178S. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that 
I  have  at  length  obtamed,  and  yesterday  recmed,  the 
permission  of  Congress  to  return  to  America.  As  ny 
malady  makes  it  impracticable  for  me  to  pay  my  de- 
vdrs  at  Versailles  personally,  may  I  beg  the  fiivor  af 
you,  Sir,  to  express  respectfully  for  me  to  his  Majesty, 
tte  deep  sense  I  have  (^  all  the  inestimable  benefila 
his  goodness  has  conferred  on  my  country;  a  senti- 
ment that  it  will  be  the  business  of  the  litde  remaiRdar 
cf  life  now  left  me,  to  impress  equally  on  the  miada 
of  all  my  countrymen.  My  sincere  prayers  are;, 
Ood  may  shower  down  his  blessings  on  the 
the  Queen,  their  children,  and  all  the  royal  fisunQy  to 
the  latest  generations! 

Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  offer  you  my  thank- 
fill  acknowledgments  for  the  protection  and  oouDla- 
nance  you  afforded  me  at  my  arrival,  and  your  RNaiy 
favors  during  my  residence  here,  of  whidi  I  shal 
always  retain  the  most  grateful  remembrenoe.  My 
grandson  would  have  had  the  honor  of  waiting  on  yon 
with  this  letter,  but  he  has  been  some  time  31  eJF  a 
fever. 

With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  and  bait 
wishes  for  the  constant  prosperi^  of  yoorael^  and  # 
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your  amiable  famfly,  I  am,  Sir,  your  ExceDency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B,  Frakklut. 


TO  MRS.  MART   HEWSON. 

PaMy,  5  May,  178& 

Mt  dear,  DEAR  Friend, 

I  received  your  little  letter  from  Dover,  which  gave 
me  great  pleasure,  as  it  bformed  me  of  your  happy 
progress  so  fieur  in  your  way  home.  I  hope  the  rest 
of  your  journey  was  as  prosperous.* 

Tou  talk  of  obligations  to  me,  when  in  fact  I  am 
the  pessoii  oUiged.  I  passed  a  long  winter,  which  i^ 
peared  the  shortest  of  any  I  ever  past.  Such  is  the 
effect  of  pleasbg  society,  with  friends  one  loves. 

I  have  now  received  my  permission  to  return,  and 
am  making  my  preparations.  I  hope  to  get  away  m 
June.  I  promise  myself,  or  rather  flatter  myself^  that 
I  shall  be  happy  when  at  home.  But,  however  hap- 
py that  circumstance  may  make  me,  your  joming  me 
tbere  vnll  surely  make  me  happier,  provided  your 
change  of  country  may  be  for  the  advantage  of  your 
dear  little  family.  When  you  have  made  up  your 
mind  on  the  subject,  let  me  know  by  a  Ime,  that  I 
may  prepare  a  house  for  you  as  near  me,  and  other- 
wise as  convenient  for  you,  as  possible. 

My  neighbours  begm  to  come  out  from  Paris,  and 
replace  themselves  in  their  Passy  houses.  They  in- 
quire after  you,  and  are  sorry  you  are  gone  before 
they  could  make  themselves  known  to  you.  M.  le 
Ydllard,  in  particular,  has  told  me  at  different  times, 


*  Mn.  Hewson  and  her  children  had  spent  the  winter  with  Dr.  Frank- 
lin at  Paaqr. 
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what  mdeed  I  knew  long  since,  (Test  une  bun  digne 
femme,  cette  Madame  Hewsan,  une  tria  amMe  femme. 
I  would  not  tell  you  this  if  I  thought  it  would  make 
you  vain;  but  that  is  impossible;  you  have  too  much 
good  sense. 

So  wish  me  a  good  voyage,  and,  when  you  pray  at 
church  for  all  that  travel  by  land  or  sea,  think  of  your 
ever  affectionate  friend, 

B.  FsAHKUir. 

P.  S.  My  love  to  William,  and  Thomas,  and  EExa, 
and  tell  them  I  miss  their  cheerful  prattle.  Temide 
being  sick,  and  Benjamin  at  Paris,  I  have  found  it 
very  triste  break&sting  alone,  and  sittmg  akm^  and 
without  any  tea  in  the  evening. 


FROM  M.   DE   RATNEVAL  TO  B.  FRAlTKUir. 

Translation. 

VeiBaOlet,  8  May,  1781 

Sir, 
I  have  learned  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  yoa 
are  soon  to  leave  us.  You  will  carry  with  you  the 
affections  of  all  France,  for  nobody  has  been  more 
esteemed  than  you.  I  shall  call  on  you  at  Passy,  to 
desire  you  to  retain  for  me  a  share  in  your  remem- 
brance, and  renew  to  you  personally  the  assurances  of 
the  most  perfect  attachment,  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

De  Rathstal. 
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TO  JOHir  JAT.* 


PaMy,  10  May,  178S. 

Dbar  Sn, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  8th  of  Marchi  en- 
dosing  the  relation  o(  Congress,  permittmg  my  re- 
torn  to  America,  for  which  I  am  very  diaoMul,  and  am 
now  preparing  to  depart  the  first  good  opportunity. 
Next  to  the  pleasure  of  rejoining  my  own  family  wiQ 
be  that  of  seeing  you  and  yours  well  and  happy,  and 
embracing  once  more  my  little  fiiend,  whose  singular 
attachment  to  me  I  shall  always  rememb^. 

I  riiaO  be  glad  to  render  any  acceptable  service  to 
Mr.  RanddL  I  conveyed  the  bayberry  wax  to  Abb^ 
de  Chahity  with  your  complunents^  as  you  desired.  He 
returns  his  with  many  thanks.  Be  pleased  to  make 
my  reqiectfiil  compliments  acceptable  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and 
believe  me  evw,  with  sincere  and  great  respect  and 
esteem,  &c.  B.  Frakkuk. 

P.  S.  The  striking  of  the  medab  bemg  now  in  agi- 
tation here,  I  send  the  enclosed  for  consideration. 


TO   CHilRLES  THOMSOK. 

PiMy,  10  May,  178S. 

Dear  Sir, 
An  old  gentleman  m  Switzeriand,  k>ng  of  the  magis- 
tracy there,  having  written  a  bode  entitled  Du  Gau- 
venument  et  des  Motwrs^  which  is  thought  to  contain 
many  matters,  that  may  be  useful  m  America,  desired  to 
know  of  me  how  he  could  convey  a  number  of  printed 

*  Mr.  Jay  was  now  Secretary  of  Foreign  Aflkin,  having  been 
••  iocceawr  to  Mr.  LdvingatoD,  who  had  roiigned. 

TOL.  X.  22  o 
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copies,  to  be  distributed  gratis  amcmg  the  members  of 
Congress.  I  advised  his  addressmg  the  package  to 
you  by  way  oS  Amsterdam,  whence  a  friend  of  mine 
would  forward  it  It  b  accordmgly  shipped  there  on 
board  the  Van  Berckel,  Captain  W.  CampbdL  Hiere 
are  good  things  in  the  work,  but  his  chapter  on  the 
liberty  of  the  press  appears  to  me  to  contam  more 
rhetoric  than  reason.  With  great  esteem,  I  am  ever, 
&C.  B.  FRANKLnr. 


TO  JONATHAN   WILLIAMS. 

The   conversations    you    mentkm   respectiug 

America  are  suitable.  Those  people  speak  what  tiiey 
wish;  but  she  was  certainly  never  fai  a  more  h&ppf 
situation.  They  are  angry  with  us,  and  speak  aD  man- 
ner of  evil  of  us;  but  we  flourish,  notwithstaadn^. 
They  put  me  m  mmd  of  a  violent  High  Church  fiu:- 
tor,  resident  in  Boston,  when  I  was  a  boy.  He  had 
bought  upon  speculation  a  Connecticut  cargo  of  onkxis^ 
which  he  flattered  himself  he  might  sell  again  to  great 
profit,  but  the  price  fell,  and  they  lay  upon  hand.  He 
was  heartily  vexed  with  his  bargain,  especially  when 
he  observed  they  began  to  grow  in  the  store  he  had 
filled  with  them.  He  showed  them  one  day  to  a 
fiiend.  ''Here  they  are,"  said  he,  ^and  they  are  grmD- 
mg  tool  I  damn  them  every  day;  but  I  Aiek  Ihaj 
are  like  the  Presbyterians;  the  more  I  curse  tbenii  tte 
more  they  grow.**    Yours, 

B.  FRAlTKUVi 
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TO   OEORGE   WHATLET. 

PfeMy,  19  May,  178S. 

Dear  old  Frisitd^ 

I  recetved  the  very  good  letter  you  sent  me  by  my 
grandson,  together  with  your  resemblance,  which  is 
(daced  in  my  chamber,  and  gives  me  great  pleasure. 
There  is  no  trad^  they  say,  without  returns,  and 
thereibre  I  am  punctual  m  making  those  you  have 
ordered. 

I  intended  this  should  have  been  a  long  epistle,  but 
I  am  interrupted,  and  can  only  add,  that  I  am  ever 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


WiXm  OOFNT  DE   VEROENNE8  TO   B.   FRANKLIN. 

Jkegrets  Dr.  Frankliris  Departure.  —  Assures  him  of 
the  Esteem  of  the  King. 

Translation. 

VenaiUef,  29  May,  1785. 

Sot 

I  have  learned  with  much  concern  of  your  retiring, 
and  of  your  approaching  departure  for  America.  Tou 
cannot  doubt  but  that  the  regrets,  which  you  will 
leave,  wiQ  be  (HDportionate  to  the  consideration  you  so 
jvMly  enjoy. 

I  can  assure  you,  Sir,  that  the  esteem  the  King  en- 
tertains for  you  does  not  leave  you  any  thing  to  wish, 
and  that  his  Majesty  will  learn  with  real  satisfaction, 
that  your  fellow  citizens  have  rewarded,  in  a  manne* 
worthy  of  you,  the  important  services  that  you  have 
rendered  them. 

I  b^  Sir,  that  you  will  preserve  fix*  me  a  share  in 
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your  remembrance,  and  never  doubt  the  sincerity  o( 
the  interest  I  take  in  your  haj^piness.  It  is  founded 
on  the  sentiments  of  attachment,  of  which  I  have  as- 
sured  you,  and  with  which  I  have  the  hcmor  to  be,  &c. 

Db  YfiRGSlTHSS. 


TO    GEORGE   WHATLST. 

Moral  and  Philosophical  Reflections.  —  Foundling  Hos- 
pital at  Paris.  —  Cincinnaiu — American  Cof^edera- 
tion.  —  Anecdote  of  three  Greenlanders.  —  Double 
Spectacles. 

Pawy,  S3  May,  1786L 
Dear  old  Friend, 

I  sent  you  a  few  lines  the  other  day,  with  my  me- 
dallion, when  I.  should  have  written  more,  but  wai 
prevented  by  the  coming  in  of  a  bavard^  who  worried 
me  till  evenmg.  I  bore  with  him,  and  now  you  are 
to  bear  with  me ;  for  I  shall  probably  bavarder  in  an- 
swering your  letter. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  saying  of  Alphonsus^ 
which  you  allude  to  as  a  sanctification  of  your  rigidity, 
m  refusing  to  allow  me  the  plea  of  old  age,  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  my  want  of  exactness  in  correspondence. 
What  was  that  saying?  You  do  not,  it  seems,  fed 
any  occasion  for  such  an  excuse,  though  you  are,  as 
you  say,  rising  seventy-five.  But  I  am  rising  (perhaps 
more  properly  falling)  eighty,  and  I  leave  the  excuse 
with  you  till  you  arrive  at  that  age ;  perhs^  you  may 
then  be  more  sensible  of  its  validity,  and  see  fit  to 
use  it  for  yourself.  '^ 

I  must  agree  with  you,  that  the  gout  is  bad,  and 
that  the  stone  is  worse.  I  am  happy  in  not  havjng 
them  both  together,  and  I  join  in  your  prayer,  that 
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yoa  may  liye  tiD  you  die  without  either.  But  I  doubt 
the  author  of  the  epitaph  you  send  me  was  a  little 
mistaken,  when  he,  speaking  of  the  world,  says,  that 

**he  ne'er  cared  a  pin 
What  they  said  or  may  aay  of  the  mortal  within." 

It  is  90  natural  to  wbh  to  be  well  spoken  of^  whether 
a&Te  or  dead,  that  T  imagine  he  could  not  be  quite 
exempt  from  that  desire;  and  that  at  least  he  wished 
to  be  thought  a  wit,  or  he  would  not  have  given  him- 
self the  trouble  of  writing  so  good  an  epitaph  to  leave 
behind  him.  Was  it  not  as  worthy  of  his  care,  that 
the  world  should  say  he  was  an  honest  and  a  good 
man?  I  like  better  the  concluding  sentiment  in  the 
dd  scmg,  called  The  Old  MarCs  Wish^  wherem,  after 
wishing  for  a  warm  house  in  a  country  town,  an  easy 
hcme^  some  good  authors,  ingenious  and  cheerful  com- 
(laniond,  a  pudding  on  Sundays,  with  stout  ale,  and  a 
bottle  of  Burgundy,  &c.  &c.,  in  separate  stanzas,  each 
endmg  with  this  burthen, 

'*May  I  govern  my  passions  with  absolute  sway, 
Gfotr  wiser  and  better  as  my  strength  wears  away, 
Witiioat  gout  or  stone,  by  a  gentle  decay;" 

he  adds, 

^  With  a  courage  undaunted  may  I  face  my  last  day. 
And,  when  I  am  gone,  may  the  better  sort  say, 

'In  the  morning  when  sober,  in  the  evening  when  mellow, 
He  's  gone,  and  has  not  left  behind  him  his  fellow ; 
For  he  governed  his  passions,  dtc.'" 

But  what  signifies  our  wishing'?  Things  happen,  after 
aD,  as  they  will  happen.  I  have  sung  that  wishing 
sang  a  thousand  times,  when  I  was  young,  and  now 
find,  at  fourscore,  that  the  three  contraries  have  be- 
feDen  me,  being  subject  to  the  gout  and  the  stone, 
and  not  being  yet  master  of  all  my  passions.  Like 
the  proud  giri  in  my  country,  who  wished  and  re- 

o* 
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solved  not  to  marry  a  parson,  nor  a  Presbjrterian,  nor 
^  Irishman;  and  at  length  found  herself  married  to 
an  Irish  Presbyterian  parson. 

You  see  I  have  some  reason  to  wish,  that,  in  a 
future  state,  I  may  not  only  be  as  well  as  I  was^  but 
a  litde  better.  And  I  hope  it;  for  I,  too^  with  your 
poet,  trust  in  God.  And  when  I  observe,  that  there  is 
great  frugality,  as  well  as  wisdom,  in  his  works,  since 
he  has  been  evidently  sparing  both  of  labor  and  ma- 
terials ;  for  by  the  various  wonderful  inventions  of  prop- 
agation, he  has  provided  for  the  continual  peoplbg  his 
world  with  plants  and  animals,  without  being  at  the 
trouble  of  repeated  new  creations ;  and  by  the  natural 
reduction  of  compound  substances  to  their  original  ele- 
ments, capable  of  being  employed  in  new  composi- 
tions, he  has  prevented  the  necessity  of  creatmg  new 
matter ;  so  that  the  earth,  water,  air,  and  perhaps  fire^ 
which  being  compounded  form  wood,  do,  when  the 
wood  is  dissolved,  return,  and  again  become  air,  earth, 
fire,  and  water;  I  say,  that,  when  I  see  nothmg  anni- 
hilated, and  not  even  a  drop  of  water  wasted,  I  cannot 
suspect  the  annihilation  of  souls,  or  believe,  that  he 
will  suffer  the  daily  waste  of  millions  of  minds  ready 
made  that  now  exist,  and  put  himself  to  the  continual 
trouble  of  making  new  ones.  Thus  findmg  myself  to 
exist  in  the  world,  I  believe  I  shall,  m  some  shape  or 
other,  always  exist;  and,  with  all  the  inconveniences 
human  life  is  liable  to,  I  shall  not  object  to  a  new 
edition  of  mine;  hoping,  however,  that  the  errata  of  the 
last  may  be  corrected. 

I  return  your  note  of  children  received  in  the  Found- 
ling Hospital  at  Paris,  from  1741  to  1755,  inclusive; 
and  I  have  added  the  years  succeeding,  down  to  1770. 
Those  since  that  period  I  have  not  been  able  to  ob- 
tain.   I  have  noted  in  the  margin  the  gradual  increase^ 
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viz.  from  every  tenth  child  so  thrown  upon  the  public, 
till  it  comes  to  every  third !  Fifteen  years  have  passed 
since  the  last  account,  and  probably  it  may  now  amount 
to  one  halfl  Is  it  right  to  encourage  this  nuxistrous 
deficiency  of  natural  affection  1  A  surgeon  I  met  with 
here  excused  the  women  of  Paris,  by  saying,  seriously, 
that  they  could  not  give  suck;  ^^Car^  said  he,  ^elUs 
vfont  point  de  tetonsJ"  He  assured  me  it  was  a  fact, 
and  bade  me  look  at  them,  and  observe  how  flat 
they  were  on  the  breast;  "they  have  nothing  mare 
there,"  said  be,  "than  I  have  upon  the  back  of  my 
hand."  I  have  since  thought  that  there  might  be 
some  truth  in  his  observation,  and  that,  possibly,  na- 
ture, finding  they  made  no  use  of  hubbies,  has  left  off 
giving  them  any.  Yet,  since  Rousseau  pleaded,  with 
admirable  eloquence,  for  the  rights  of  children  to  their 
mother's  milk,  the  mode  has  changed  a  little;  and 
some  ladies  of  quality  now  suckle  their  inJGuits  and 
find  milk  enough.  May  the  mode  descend  to  the 
lower  ranks,  till  it  becomes  no  longer  the  custcmi  to 
pack  their  infants  away,  as  soon  as  bom,  to  the  En- 
fans  TYotwisy  with  the  careless  observation,  that  the 
King  is  better  able  to  maintain  them. 

I  am  credibly  mformed,  that  nine-tenths  of  them  die 
there  pretty  soon,  which  is  said  to  be  a  great  relief 
to  the  institution,  whose  funds  would  not  otherwise 
be  sufficient  to  bring  up  the  remainder.  Except  the 
few  p^*sons  of  quality  above  mentioned,  and  the  mul- 
titude who  send  to  the  Hospital,  the  [x-actice  is  to 
hire  nurses  in  the  country  to  carry  out  the  children, 
and  take  care  of  them  there.  Here  is  an  office  for 
examining  the  health  of  nurses,  and  givmg  them 
licenses.  They  come  to  town  on  certain  days  of  the 
week  in  companies  to  receive  the  children,  and  we  often 
meet  trains  of  them  on  the  road  returning  to  the  neigh- 
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bouring  villages,  with  each  a  child  in  her  arms.  But 
those,  who  are  good  enough  to  try  this  way  of  rsJsing 
their  children,  are  often  not  able  to  pay  the  expense; 
so  that  the  prisons  of  Paris  are  crowded  with  wretch- 
ed fathers  and  mothers  confined  pour  nuria  de  fiawrriee^ 
though  it  is  laudably  a  favorite  charity  to  pay  for  them, 
and  set  such  prisoners  at  liberty.  I  wish  success  to 
the  new  project  of  assisting  the  poor  to  keep  their 
children  at  home,  because  I  thmk  there  is  no  nurse 
like  a  mother  (or  not  many),  and  that,  if  parents  did 
not  immediately  send  their  infants  out  of  tfadr  sig^l; 
they  would  in  a  few  days  begin  to  love  them,  and 
thence  be  spurrred  to  greater  mdustry  for  their  main* 
tenance.  This  is  a  subject  you  understand  better  dim 
I,  and,  therefore,  having  perhaps  said  too  much,  I  dtap 
it.  I  only  add  to  the  notes  a  remark,  from  the  JSffo- 
ry  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences^  much  m  &yor  of  Ae 
Foundling  Institution. 

The  Philadelphia  bank  goes  on,  as  I  hear,  very  weD. 
What  you  call  the  Cincinnati  Institution  is  no  insthu* 
tion  of  our  government,  but  a  private  conventkm  among 
the  officers  of  our  late  army,  and  so  universally  dis- 
liked by  the  people,  that  it  is  supposed  it  will  be  drop- 
ped. It  was  considered  as  an  attempt  to  estabGsh 
something  like  an  hereditary  rank  or  nobility.  I  hold 
vnth  you,  that  it  was  wrong;  may  I  add,  that  aD  df- 
scending  honors  are  wrong  and  absurd ;  that  the  hon- 
or of  virtuous  actions  appertsJns  only  to  him  that  per- 
forms them,  and  is  in  its  nature  incommunicable.  If 
it  were  communicable  by  descent,  it  must  also  be 
divisible  among  the  descendants ;  and  the  more  ancient 
the  family,  the  less  would  be  found  existing  m  any 
one  branch  of  it ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  greater  chance 
of  unlucky  intSfhiplions.* 
^ \ 

*  See  letter  to  Mn.  Bache,  dated  JaDoary  aOkh,  1784,  above,  j^  58. 
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Our  constitution  seems  not  to  be  weU  understood 
with  you.  If  the  Congress  were  a  permanent  body, 
there  would  be  more  reason  in  bemg  jealous  <rf  giving 
it  powers.  But  its  members  are  chosen  annually,  can- 
not be  chosen  more  than  three  years  successiyely,  nor 
more  than  three  years  in  seven ;  and  any  of  them  may 
be  recalled  at  any  time,  whenever  their  constituents 
shall  be  dissatisfied  with  their  conduct.*  They  are  of 
the  people,  and  return  agam  to  mix  with  the  people^ 
having  no  more  durable  preeminence  than  the  different 
grains  of  sand  m  an  hourglass.  Such  an  assembly 
cannot  easily  become  dangerous  to  liber^.  They  are 
the  servants  of  the  people,  sent  together  to  do  the 
people's  business,  and  promote  the  public  welfiau:e; 
their  powers  must  be  sufficient,  or  their  duties  cannot 
be  perfcxmed.  They  have  no  profitable  sqppomtmenta^ 
but  a  mere  payment  of  daily  wages,  such  as  are  scarce- 
ly equivalent  to  their  expenses;  so  that,  havmg  no 
chance  for  great  places,  and  encxmous  salaries  or  pen- 
sions^ as  in  some  countries,  there  is  no  canvas«ng  or 
bribing  for  elections. 

I  wish  Old  England  were  as  happy  m  its  govern- 
ment, but  I  do  not  see  it.  Tour  people,  however,  think 
their  constitution  the  best  in  the  world,  and  affect  to 
desfuse  ours.  It  is  comfortable  to  have  a  good  opinion 
<rf  one's  self,  and  of  every  thing  that  belongs  to  us ; 
to  think  one's  own  religion,  king,  and  wife,  the  best 
of  an  possible  wives,  kings,  or  religions.  I  remember 
three  Greenlanders,  who  had  travelled  two  years  in 
Europe  under  the  care  of  some  Moravian  missionaries, 
and  had  visited  Germany,  Denmark,  HoUand,  and  Eng- 
land. When  I  asked  them  at  Philadelphia,  where 
they  were  in  their  way  home,  whether,  now  they  had 

*  Thete  wexe  the  proTiaioni  of  the  old  confederatum. 
TOL.  X.  23 
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seen  how  much  more  commodknisly  the  winte  peofie 
lired  by  the  help  of  the  arts,  they  would  not  choose 
to  remain  among  us ;  their  answer  was,  diat  they  were 
pleased  with  having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  so 
many  fine  things,  but  they  chose  to  ^xvid,  m  their  oum 
country.  Which  country,  by  the  way,  consisted  of  rook 
ody,  for  the  Moravians  were  obliged  to  cany  earth  k 
their  ship  from  New  York,  for  the  purpose  ci  makn^^ 
a  cd[)bage  garden. 

By  Mr.  Dollond's  saying,  that  my  double  qpectades 
can  oaly  serve  particular  eyes,  I  doubt  he  has  not  been 
rightly  informed  of  their  construction.  I  imagine  it  wiB 
be  found  pretty  generally  true,  that  the  same  ooarexttj 
of  glass,  through  which  a  man  sees  dearest  and  best 
at  the  distance  proper  for  reading,  is  not  the  best  fcr 
greater  distances.  I  therefore  had  fonneily  two  pa&r 
of  spectacles,  which  I  shifted  occasionally,  as  in  tmv- 
^ing  I  sometimes  read,  and  often  wanted  to  legaid 
the  prospects*  Finding  this  change  troublesome^  tad 
not  always  sufficiently  ready,  I  had  the  glasses  cut^  and 
half  of  each  kind  associated  in  the  same  circle^ 


ipy  this  means,  as  I  wear  my  spectacles  ccmstantly,  I 
have  only  to  move  my  eyes  up  or  down,  as  I  want  to 
.see  distinctly  far  or  near,  the  proper  glasses  bemg  air- 
ways ready.  This  I  find  more  particularly  omvenieBt 
since  my  being  in  France,  the  glasses  that  serve  me 
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best  at  table  to  see  what  I  eat,  not  being  the  best  to 
see  the  faces  of  those  on  the  other  oide  of  the  table 
who  speak  to  me ;  and  when  one's  ears  are  not  weU 
accustomed  to  the  sounds  of  a  language^  a  sigkt  of  tii% 
movements  m  tlie  fixtures  of  hkn  that  i^>eaks  helps  to 
explain;  so  that  I  understand  French  better  by  the 
help  of  my  spectacles. 

My  intended  translator  of  your  piece,  the  only  one 
I  know  who  understands  the  subjecty  as  well  as  the 
two  languages^  (which  a  translator  ought  to  do»  or  he 
cannot  make  so  good  a  translation,)  is  at  present  oc- 
cupied ia  an  a&ir  that  prevents  his  undertaking  il; 
but  that  will  sochi  be  over.  I  thank  you  for  the 
BO^.  I  should  be  ghid  to  have  another  d  th»  print* 
^  pamphlets. 

We  shall  always  be  ready  to  take  your  children,  if 
you  s^qkI  ibem  to  us.  I  only  wcmder,  that,  since  Lon- 
don dcaws  to  itsell^  and  consumes  such  numbers  of 
your  country  people,  the  country  should  no^  to  supply 
their  places,  want  and  willingly  receive  the  children 
you  have  to  dispose  oi  That  circumstance,  together 
with  ibe  multitude  who  voluntarily  part  with  their  free- 
dom  as  men,  to  serve  for  a  time  as  lackeys,  (X  for 
life  as  soldiers,  in  consideration  of  small  wages,  seems 
to  me  proof  that  your  island  is  over-peopled.  And 
yet  it  is  afraid  of  emigrations !  Adieu,  my  dear  friend^ 
and  believe  me  ever  yours  very  affectbnately, 

B.  Frankuk. 
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FROM  THOMAS   PERCIYAL  TO   B.   FRAKKLHT. 

Perceplwt  Power  of  Vegetables.  —  Bishop   WaUon^s 
Colketion  of  Tracts.  —  Christian  Charity. 

Manchester,  23  Maj,  I78& 

Dear  Sir, 

I  owe  you  mj  most  cordial  acknowledgments  tor 
the  very  friendly  letter,  with  which  you  &Tored  me 
last  summer  by  Mr.  Smeathman.  Tour  ingenioas  man* 
uscript  concerning  the  cause  of  the  severe  cold  in  the 
wmter  of  1783-4  I  delirered  to  our  Philosophical 
Society,  and  it  is  ordered  by  the  committee  of  papers 
to  be  inserted  m  a  volume  of  Memoirs,  which  is  taw 
in  the  press.*  I  am  commissioned  to  return  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  to  you  for  this  communication,  to  re- 
quest your  future  correspondence,  and  to  acquaint  yon, 
that  we  have  honored  our  Institution  by  electing  yoa 
an  extraordinary  member. 

The  gentleman,  who  took  charge  of  your  dipkmia, 
conveys  it  with  a  little  tract  of  mine  on  the  Pereejh 
tioe  Power  of  Vegetables.  To  the  whimsical  doctrine 
contained  m  this  jeu  d^espritj  you  wiD  readfly  believe 
I  can  hardly  be  a  convert.  Yet,  the  further  we  cany 
our  researches  into  the  comparative  nature  of  animals 
and  vegetables,  the  more  shall  we  find  that  they  ela- 
cidate  the  economy  of  each  other,  and  reciprocally 
discover  principles,  which  are  common  to  both.  Late 
observations  have  evinced,  that  animals  have  the  pow» 
of  resisting,  to  a  certain  point,  such  degrees  of  heat 
or  cold  as  are  injurious  to  them.  It  is  obvious,  that 
vegetables  must  be  endued  with  the  same  faculty,  be- 
cause they  are  found  to  flourish  m  climates  where  the 

*  See  this  paper  in  Uie  preeent  work,  Vol.  VI.  p.  45S. 
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FROM   CLAUDIUS  CRIOAN,  BISHOP   OF  SODOR  AKD  MAN, 
TO   B.   FRAKKLIN. 

Isle  of  Man,  7  June,  1785. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Franklin  stands  so  high  in  pofitics 
and  lAilosophy,  that  it  were  a  proof  of  the  depth  of 
ignorance  and  obscurity  to  be  unacquainted  with  the 
great  things  he  has  done  in  both  these  useful  sciences. 
Europe  as  well  as  America  looks  with  equal  veneration 
and  admiration  on  the  great  man,  who  supported  an 
oppressed  and  almost  sinking  state,  and  forsook  her 
not  until  he  secured  her  freedom  and  established  her 
independence  among  the  sovereigns  of  the  world. 
Some  of  these  few,  who  have  had  the  happmess  of  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  him,  have  assured  me,  they 
found  him  as  willing  to  communicate  his  knowledge 
is  he  had  been  studious  to  obtain  it,  and  that  no  one 
could  leave  him  without  carrying  away  some  improve- 
ment, and  receiving  the  most  pleasing  entertainment. 

When  crowns  court  attention,  it  is  scarcely  decent 
for  common  people  to  solicit  admission;  but  a  Mr. 
Hampton  of  Ireland,  and  some  other  friends  of  mine, 
hkve  given  me  such  accounts  of  your  condescension, 
that  I  am  emboldened  to  give  you  this  trouble,  and  to 
presume  so  far  as  to  entreat  the  liberty  of  introducing 
my  vicar-general,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Christian,  to  you ; 
ttd,  as  we  have  lately  received  some  imperfect  sketches 
of  the  establishment  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  the  southern  colonies  of  North  America,  should 
Mr.  Christian  request  any  information  from  you,  or  pro- 
po^  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  religion  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  worid,  you  may  depend  with  the  greatest 
safety  on  his  talents  and  intelligence  in  Church  busi- 
BC8S,  as  well  as  his  sincerity  in  assisting  me  in  exe- 
cuting any  part  in  the  system  he  may  have  the  honor 
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.  rROM   RICHARD   PRICE   TO   B.    FRANKLHT.    * 

Library  for  the  Town  of  FrcoMn. 

Newington  Green,  8  Jimey  178S. 

Mt  dear  Friend, 

I  wrote  to  you  and  Mr.  Jefferson  a  few  weeks  ago, 
and  sent  you  some  copies  of  the  edition  lately  pub- 
fished  here  of  my  pamphlet  on  the  American  ReYoIu- 
tion.  Mr.  WiUiams  has  given  me  much  pleasure  by 
calling  upon  me,  and  bringing  me  a  letter  from  you. 
I  have,  according  to  your  desire,  furnished  him  ^th  a 
list  of  such  books  on  religbn  ^d  government,  as  I 
think  some  of  the  best,  and  added  a  present  to  the 
parish  that  is  to  bear  your  name,  of  such  of  my  own 
publications  as  I  think  may  not  be  unsuitable.  Should 
this  be  the  commencement  of  parochial  libraries  m  the 
States,  it  will  do  great  good. 

Mr.  Williams  tells  me,  that  you  have  obtained  per- 
mission to  resign,  and  that  you  are  likely  soon  to  le- 
turn  to  America,  there  to  finish  your  life ;  a  life,  whKh, 
without  doubt,  will  be  one  of  the  most  distingubhed 
in  future  annals.  Indeed,  I  cannot  wonder,  that,  after 
being  so  long  tossed  on  the  sea  of  politics,  and  see* 
ing  your  country,  partly  under  your  guidance,  canied 
through  a  hard  contest,  and  a  most  important  revoh- 
tion  estabfished,  you  should  wish  to  withdraw  to  nut 
and  tranquillity. 

May  the  best  blessings  of  Heaven  attend  you,  and 
the  sad  malady  under  which  you  are  suffering  be 
rendered  as  tolerable  to  you  as  possible.  Tou  are 
going  to  the  new  world;  I  must  stay  in  this;  but  I 
trust  there  is  a  worid  beyond  the  grave,  wheie  we 
shall  be  happier  than  ever.  I  shall  be  always  fiiQow- 
ing  you  with  my  good  wishes,  and  remain  with  un- 
alterable respect  and  affection,  &c. 

Richard  Prick. 
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FROM   CLAUDIUS   CRIOAN,  BISHOP   OF  SODOR  AKD  MAN, 
TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Itle  of  Man,  7  June,  1785. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Franklin  stands  so  high  m  poGtics 
and  philosophy,  that  it  were  a  proof  of  the  depth  of 
ignorance  and  obscurity  to  be  unacquainted  with  the 
great  things  he  has  done  in  both  these  useful  sciences. 
Europe  as  well  as  America  looks  with  equal  veneration 
and  admiration  on  the  great  man,  who  supported  an 
oppressed  and  almost  sinking  state,  and  forsook  her 
not  until  he  secured  her  freedom  and  established  her 
independence  among  the  sovereigns  of  the  world. 
Some  of  these  few,  who  have  had  the  happiness  of  a 
personal  acqu^ntance  with  him,  have  assured  me,  they 
found  him  as  willing  to  communicate  his  knowledge 
IKS  he  had  been  studious  to  obtain  it,  and  that  no  one 
could  leave  him  without  carrying  away  some  improve- 
ment, and  receiving  the  most  pleasing  entertainment. 

When  crowns  court  attention,  it  is  scarcely  decent 
for  common  people  to  solicit  admission;  but  a  Mr. 
HamStOR  of  Ireland,  and  some  other  friends  of  mine, 
have  given  me  such  accounts  of  your  condescension, 
that  I  am  emboldened  to  give  you  this  trouble,  and  to 
presume  so  far  as  to  entreat  the  liberty  of  introducing 
my  vicar-general,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Christian,  to  you ; 
ttd,  as  we  have  lately  received  some  imperfect  sketches 
of  the  establishment  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  the  southern  colonies  of  North  America,  should 
Mr.  Christian  request  any  information  from  you,  or  pro- 
pose any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  religion  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  worid,  you  may  depend  with  the  greatest 
safety  on  his  talents  and  intelligence  in  Church  busi- 
BC8S,  as  well  as  his  sincerity  in  assisting  me  in  exe- 
cadng  any  part  in  the  system  he  may  have  the  honor 
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of  proposing  to  you.  I  shall  consider  a  few  lines  in 
acknowledgment  of  your  forgiveness  of  this  intrusion 
of  myself  and  my  friend  upon  you,  as  the  greatest 
honor  of  my  life,  and  remain,  with  the  most  profound 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Claudius  Sodor  and  Mait. 


•  TO   THOMAS   BARCLAY. 

Relative  to  his  Charges  for  Salary  as  Minuter 
Plenipotentiary. 

Piii%  19  June,  178S. 
Sir, 

With  respect  to  my  continuing  to  charge  two  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum  as  my  salaij, 
of  which  you  desire  some  explanadon,  I  send  yoa,  m 
support  of  that  charge,  the  resolution  of  Congress^  which 
is  in  these  words. 

''In  Congress,  October  5th,  1779.  Resolved,  that 
each  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  be  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per 
annum,  and  each  of  their  secretaries  at  the  rate  of 
one  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  in  full  fir 
their  services  and  expenses  respectively.  That  the 
salary  of  each  of  the  said  officers  be  computed  from 
the  time  of  his  leaving  his  place  of  abode,  to  enter  on 
the  duties  of  his  office,  and  be  continued  three  monthf 
after  the  notice  of  his  recall.*' 

The  several  bills  I  afterwards  received,  drawn  on 
the  Congress  banker,  Mr.  Grand,  for  my  salary,  were 
all  calculated  on  that  sum,  as  my  salary ;  and  neidier 
the  banker  nor  myself  has  received  notice  of  any 
change  respecting  me.  He  has  accordmgly,  smce  the 
drawing  ceased,  contmued  to  pay  me  at  the  same  rata 
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I  have,  indeedy  heard,  that  a  resolution  was  passed  last 
year,  that  the  salaries  of  Plempotentiaries  should  be 
no  more  than  two  thousand  pounds  sterlmg  per  annum. 
But  the  resolution,  I  suppose,  can  relate  only  to  such 
Plenipotentiaries  as  should  be  afterwards  appointed; 
for  I  cannot  amceive,  that  the  Congress,  after  promis- 
mg  a  minister  twenty-five  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
and  when  he  has  thereby  been  encouraged  to  engage 
in  a  way  of  living  for  their  honcn*,  which  only  that 
salary  can  support,  would  think  it  just  to  diminish  it  a 
fifth,  and  leave  him  under  the  difficulty  of  reducing 
his  expenses 'proportionably;  a  thing  scarce  practica- 
ble ;  the  necessity  of  which  he  might  have  avoided, 
if  he  had  not  confided  in  their  original  promise. 

But  the  article  of  salaiy  with  all  the  rest  of  my  ac- 
coonts  win  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  Ccmgress, 
together  with  some  other  considerable  artides  I  have 
not  charged^  but  on  which  I  shall  expect,  bom  their 
equity,  $ome  consideration.  I^  for  want  of  knowing 
precisely  the  intention  of  Congress,  what  expenses 
should  be  deemed  public,  and  what  private,  I  have 
charged  any  article  to  the  public,  which  should  be  de- 
frayed by  me,  their  banker  has  my  order,  as  soon  as 
the  pleasure  of  Congress  shall  be  made  known  to  him, 
to  rectify  the  error,  by  transferring  the  amount  to 
my  private  account,  and  dischai^ng  by  so  much  that 
ci  the  public    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Frakklht. 


VOL.  X.  24  p  * 
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TO 


Dissuading  him  from  attempting  to  cross  to  England 
in  a  Balloon. 

PftMy,  20  Jmie,  178SL 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  the  only  letter  trom  you  that 
has  given  me  pain.  It  informs  me  of  your  intention 
to  attempt  passing  to  England  in  the  car  of  a  balloon. 
In  the  present  imperfect  state  of  that  invention,  I  think 
it  much  too  soon  to  hazard  a  voyage  of  that  distance. 
It  is  said  here  by  some  of  those,  vt^ho  have  had  ex- 
perience, that  as  yet  they  have  not  found  means  to 
keep  up  a  balloon  more  than  two  hours;  for  that,  by 
now  and  then  losing  air  to  prevent  rising  too  high  and 
bursting,  and  now  and  then  dischargbg  ballast  to  avoid 
descending  too  low;  these  means  of  regulatioa  are 
exhausted.  Besides  this,  all  the  circumstances  of  dan- 
ger by  disappointment,  in  the  operation  of  soupapts^ 
&C.  &c.,  seem  not  to  be  yet  well  known,  and  therefofe 
not  easily  provided  agamst  For  on  Wednesday  last 
M.  PiUitre  de  Rosier,  who  had  studied  the  subject  as 
much  as  any  man,  lost  his  support  in  the  air,  by  the 
bursting  of  his  balloon,  or  by  some  other  means  we 
are  yet  unacqusdnted  with,  and  fell  with  his  companioiit 
from  the  height  of  one  thousand  toises,  on  the  roclgr 
coast,  and  were  both  found  dashed  to  pieces. 

Tou,  having  lived  a  good  life,  do  not  fear  death 
But  pardon  the  anxious  freedom  of  a  friend,  if  he  teDs 
you,  that,  the  continuance  of  your  life  being  of  impor- 
tance to  your  family  and  your  country,  though  yoa 
might  laudably  hazard  it  for  their  good,  you  have  no 

•  Valves.  t  The  Marquii  d'Ariandei. 
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right  to  risk  it  for  a  fancy.  I  pray  God  this  may 
reach  you  in  time,  and  have  some  effect  towards  chang- 
ing your  design;  being  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
affectionately,  B.  Frakkun. 


FROM   FRAKCIS   HASERES   TO   B.   FRANKLDT. 

PoUey  of  restoring  the  confiscated  Estates  to  the 
Loyalists.  —  J^Tational  Debt. 

Inner  Temple,  20  June,  1785w 

Sir, 

I  have  this  day  received  by  the  hands  of  M.  Da 
Calvet  the  favor  of  your  letter,  which  gave  me  a  very 
angular  pleasure  after  so  long  and  so  unfortunate  an 
ioterruptbn  of  our  correspondence.  The  event  of  the 
hte  contest  has  brought  great  misfortunes  upon  both 
countries,  (h*,  at  least,  upon  Great  Britam,  by  increasing 
the  national  debt  to  at  least  double  its  former  quantity, 
as  well  as  very  much  reducing  the  extent  of  its  do- 
minions. But,  melancholy  as  this  event  is,  it  is  less 
disfdeasmg  than  the  contrary  event  of  a  total  subju- 
gation of  the  revolted  colonies  by  force  of  arms,  and  a 
consequent  government  of  them  by  military  power,  by 
erecting  forts  and  citadels,  and  altering  the  charters, 
and  governing  them  by  governors  and  other'*  officers 
depending  entirely  on  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  and 
in  a  manner  disagreeable  to  the  people,  which  I  con- 
jecture from  the  Archbishop  of  York's  sermon,  of 
February  21st,  1777,  (of  which  I  sent  you  a  paraphrase 
with  the  book  of  Annuities,)  would  have  been  the 
government  established  over  them,  if  they  had  been 
thoroughly  subdued  in  the  year  1776. 

But,  if  they  could  have  been  reconciled  to  Great 
Britain  by  (air  means,  and  governed,  as  formeriy,  with- 


188  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [JEt.T^ 

out  force  or  soldiers,  and  \nth  their  own  consent  and 
good  will,  I  own,  I  think  it  would  have  been  for  the 
benefit  of  all  parties.  But  these  views  are  now  at  an 
end,  and  the  new  States  are,  I  presume,  likely  to  con- 
tinue for  ever  independent  of,  and  consequently  foreign 
to  Great  Britam.  And  I  am  amongst  those,  who  wish 
them  happy  in  their  new  condition,  and  feel  no  satis- 
faction from  the  reports  that  prevail  here,  that,  from 
the  anarchy  and  confusion  that  prevail  among  them, 
they  have  still  more  reason  than  we  to  lament  the 
separation.  On  the  contrary,  I  sincerely  wish,  that,  as 
they  have  been  founded  on  the  purest  prindples  oi 
liberty,  they  may  enjoy  all  the  blessmgs  that  lAould 
result  from  those  principles,  and  prove  a  refuge  to 
mankind  from  the  slavery  which  prevails  in  almost 
every  part  of  Europe. 

They  seem,  however,  at  present  to  be  too  much  ac- 
tuated by  a  spirit  of  revenge  ag^nst  those  of  their 
countrymen,  who  adhered  to  their  first  aDegiance,  whom 
they  call  Tories,  and  we  call  Loyalists.  After  the  com- 
plete attainment  of  their  desired  mdependence,  it  woqM 
surely  have  been  more  agreeable  to  policy,  as  weD  as 
justice,  to  have  restored  to  those  persons  their  estatei^ 
upon  their  taking  the  new  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the 
several  new  governments,  which  they  would  have  no 
longer  scrupled  to  do,  when  the  King  had  absdved 
them  from  their  allegiance  to  him,  by  consenting  ft) 
the  independence  of  the  new  States. 

When  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  of  England 
had  cut  off  King  Charles's  head,  m  the  year  1649, 
and  set  up  a  republican  government,  they  did  not 
confiscate  the  estates  of  the  Cavaliers,  but  left  those^ 
who  had  not  been  in  arms  for  the  Kmg,  m  the  fuB 
and  quiet  possession  of  all  then*  property,  and  restored 
the  estates  of  those  who  had  been  in  arms  for  tbe 
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King,  upon  the  payment  of  a  composition  of  only  two 
years'  rent,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  perscnis, 
whom  they  consid^^d  as  very  deep  malignants  (as 
they  called  them),  or  very  great  offenders,  such  as  the 
Iforqub  of  Worcester,  and  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and 
jEmut  or  five  persons  more,  whose  estates  they  did  con- 
fiscate. Nothing,  I  apprehend,  would  tend  nuH^e  to 
mtroduce  settlement  and  good  order  in  the  States^ 
than  the  imitation  of  this  gentle  and  moderate  cmi* 
dact;  and  I  suppose  it  would  produce  likewise  the 
sunender  of  the  posts  on  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie 
to  the  new  States,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  peaces 
tSl  which  event,  the  peace  can  hardly  be  considered 
as  firmly  established ;  and  God  forbid  we  should  have 
any  more  war  about  these  posts,  or  indeed  any  thing 
ebe. 

My  view,  in  the  observations  on  the  national  debt, 
was  not  so  much  to  recommend  my  particular  method 
of  diminishing  it,  in  preference  to  otiier  methods,  as 
to  show,  that  most  methods  were  neariy  equally  useful 
fior  this  purpose,  provided  the  same  sum  of  money  was 
applied  every  year  to  that  purpose,  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  years,  without  any  interruption ;  and  that  those 
methods  were  the  fittest  to  be  adopted,  which  were 
least  likely  to  be  mtemipted. 

Your  old  friend,  Mr.  Jackson,  is  pretty  well  in  health, 
bat  is  not  in  Pariiament;  and  Lord  John  Cavendish, 
and  Mr.  John  Yorke,  and  many  other  gentiemen  oi 
respectable  character  and  condition,  are  not  so  now. 
1  should  have  been  very  happy  to  have  seen  you  again 
in  England,  and  so,  I  am  persuaded,  would  have  been 
many  of  your  fiiends,  notwithstanding  the  late  unfor- 
tunate contentions.  But,  since  that  cannot  be,  and  you 
are  returning  to  America,  I  heartily  \rish  you  health 
aad  strength  to  bear  the  journey  with  ease,  and  to 
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enjoy  your  friends  and  your  situation  in  that  part  rf 
the  worid ;  and  I  hope,  diat  you  will  have  the  satisfec- 
tion  of  contributing,  by  your  wisdom  and  moderatioii; 
to  soften  the  animosities  that  now  prevafl  there,  and 
to  introduce  a  spirit  of  peace,  settlement,  and  good 
order,  m  their  stead,  and  thereby  crown  the  great  work, 
to  which  you  have  so  much  contributed,  of  estabiisb- 
ing  those  new  States  m  liberty  and  mdependrace.  I 
remain,  with  great  regard,  &c 

Fraitcis  Mabbrss. 


TO   FRANCIS  MA8ERR8. 

Buults  &f  the  American  Contest  —  State  of  JSmarkeu 
—  The  Loyalists.  —  Confiscation  of  Estates. 

V%mf,  99  Jifile,  fTSBL 
SiRr 

I  ^ftave  just  received  your  friendly  letter  of  Ae  8(Mb 
hstant  I  agree  with  you  perfecdy  in  Ae  oipaaaa^ 
tkat,  though  the  contest  has  been  hurtful  to  both  am 
countries,  yet  the  event,  a  separation,  is  better  even  kn 
yours  than  success.  The  reducing  and  keepmg  R8  in 
subjection  by  an  armed  force  woukl  have  cost  you  more 
than  the  dominion  could  be  worth,  and  our  slavafy 
would  have  brought  on  yours.  The  ancient  system 
of  the  British  empire  was  a  happy  one,  by  whkdi  the 
colonies  were  allowed  to  govern  and  tax  themsetvaft 
Had  it  been  wisely  continued,  it  is  hard  to  imag^ 
the  degree  of  power  and  importance  in  the  worid  that 
empire  might  have  arrived  at  All  the  means  of  grow-* 
ing  greatness,. extent  of  territory,  agriculture,  commem^ 
arts,  population,  were  within  its  own  limits,  and  dier6H 
fim  at  its  command. 

I  used  to  consider  that  system  as  a  large  and  beatt* 
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it  IS  a  rarer  game,  since  they  bad  promises  to  rely  oh 
from  your  goveniment,  of  indemnification  in  case  of 
loss ;  and  I  see  your  Parliament  is  about  to  fulfil  tbose 
pKMDises.  To  this  I  have  no  objection,  because,  though 
still  our  enemies,  they  are  men ;  they  are  m  necessity ; 
and  I  think  even  a  hired  assassin  has  a  right  to  his 
pay  from  his  employer.  It  seems  too  more  reasonable, 
that  the  expose  of  paying  these  should  fall  upon  the 
goiremm^it  who  encouraged  the  mischief  done,  rather 
than  upon  us  who  suffered  it ;  the  confiscated  estates 
making  amends  but  for  a  very  small  part  of  that  mis- 
chief. It  is  not,  therefore,  clear,  that  our  retaining  them 
is  chargeable  with  injustice. 

I  have  hinted  above,  that  the  name  loyalist  was  im- 
ptapeAy  assumed  by  these  people.  Royalists  they 
may  perhaps  be  called.  But  the  true  loyalista  were 
the  peofde  of  America,  agamst  whom  they  acted.  No 
peofde  were  ever  known  more  truly  loyal,  and  univer- 
sally so,  to  their  sovereigns.  The  Protestant  succes- 
acm  m  the  House  of  Hanover  was  their  idoL  Not  a 
Jacobite  was  to  be  found  from  one  end  of  the  Cob- 
nies  to  the  other.  They  were  affectionate  to  the  peo- 
(de  of  England,  zealous  and  forward  to  assist  in  her 
wars,  by  voluntary  contributions  of  men  and  money, 
eyen  beyond  their  proportion.  The  King  and  Pariia- 
raeiit  had  frequently  acknowledged  this  by  public  mes- 
sages, resolutions,  and  reimbursements.  But  they  were 
equally  fond  of  what  they  esteemed  their  rights ;  and, 
if  they  resisted  when  those  were  attacked,  it  was  a 
resistance  in  favor  of  a  British  constitution,  which 
every  Englishman  might  share  in  enjoymg,  who  should 
come  to  live  among  them  ;  it  was  resisting  arbitrary 
impositioBS,  that  were  contrary  to  common  right  and  to 
their  fundamental  constitutions,  and  to  constant  an- 
cient usage.    It  was  indeed  a  resistance  in  favor  of 

TOL.  X.  25  q 
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the  breasts  €i  those,  who  have  had  their  houses,  faimsi 
and  towns  so  lately  destroyed,  and  relations  scalped 
under  the  conduct  of  these  royalists,  is  not  wonderful; 
though  I  believe  the  opposition  given  by  many  to  their 
reestablishmg  among  us  is  owing  to  a  firm  penraasion, 
that  there  could  be  no  reliance  on  their  oaths;  and 
that  the  effect  of  receiving  those  people  again  would 
be  an  introduction  of  that  very  anarchy  and  confiisicni 
they  falsely  reproach  us  with.  Even  the  exanq)le  you 
propose,  of  the  English  Commonwealth's  restoring  the 
estates  of  the  royalists  after  their  being  subdued,  seems 
rather  to  countenance  and  encourage  our  acting  dif- 
ferently, as  probably  if  the  power,  which  always  ac- 
companies property,  had  not  been  restored  to  the  roy- 
alists, if  their  estates  had  remained  confiscated,  and 
their  persons  had  been  banished,  they  could  not  have 
so  much  contributed  to  the  restoration  of  kingly  pow- 
er, and  the  new  government  of  the  republic  inig^ 
have  been  more  durable. 

The  majority  of  examples  in  your  history  are*  oo 
the  other  side  of  the  question.  All  the  estates  in  Eng- 
land and  south  of  Scotland,  and  most  of  those  pos- 
sessed by  the  descendants  of  the  English  in  Irdandi 
are  held  from  ancient  confiscations  made  of  the  estates 
of  Caledonians  and  Britons,  the  origmal  possessors  in 
your  island,  or  the  native  Irish,  in  the  last  oentiny 
only.  It  is  but  a  few  months  since,  that  your  Pufia- 
ment  has,  in  a  few  instances,  given  up  confiscatkms 
mcurred  by  a  rebellion  suppressed  forty  years  aga 
The  war  against  us  was  begun  by  a  general  act  of 
Parliament,  declaring  all  our  estates  confiscated;  aad 
probably  one  great  motive  to  the  loyalty  of  the  royal- 
ists was  the  hope  of  sharing  in  these  ccMifiscatioiMk 
They  have  played  a  deep  game,  staking  their  estafeet 
against  ours;  and  they  have  been  unsuccessiiiL    Bat 
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k  18  a  surer  game,  since  they  bad  promises  to  rely  on 
from  your  goyeniment,  of  indemnification  in  ease  of 
loss ;  and  I  see  your  Parliament  is  about  to  fulfil  tbose 
pnmiises.  To  this  I  have  no  objection,  because,  though 
still  our  enemies,  they  are  men ;  they  are  in  necessity ; 
and  I  think  even  a  hired  assassin  has  a  right  to  his 
pay  from  his  employer.  It  seems  too  more  reasonable, 
that  the  expose  of  paying  these  should  fall  upon  the 
govemm^it  who  encouraged  the  mischief  done,  rather 
than  upon  us  who  suffered  it;  the  confiscated  estates 
making  amends  but  for  a  very  small  part  of  that  mis- 
duet  It  is  not,  therefore,  clear,  that  our  retaining  them 
b  chargeable  with  injustice. 

I  have  hmted  above,  that  the  name  hyaJist  was  im- 
properiy  assumed  by  these  people.  Royalists  they 
may  perhaps  be  called.  But  the  true  hyoHsU  were 
the  peopie  of  America,  against  whom  they  acted.  No 
peofde  were  ever  known  more  truly  loyal,  and  univer- 
sally soi,  to  their  sovereigns.  The  Protestant  succes- 
sion in  the  House  of  Hanover  was  their  idoL  Not  a 
Jacobite  was  to  be  found  from  one  end  of  the  Cob- 
nies  to  the  other.  They  were  affectionate  to  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  zealous  and  forward  to  assist  in  her 
wars,  by  voluntary  contributions  of  men  and  money, 
even  beyond  their  proportion.  The  King  and  Pariia- 
ment  had  frequently  acknowledged  this  by  public  mes- 
sages, resolutions,  and  reimbursements.  But  they  were 
equally  fond  of  what  they  esteemed  their  rights ;  and, 
if  they  resisted  when  those  were  attacked,  it  was  a 
resistance  in  favor  of  a  British  constitution,  which 
every  Englishman  might  share  in  enjoying,  who  should 
come  to  live  among  them ;  it  was  resisting  arbitrary 
impositions,  that  were  contrary  to  common  right  and  to 
their  fundamental  constitutions,  and  to  constant  an- 
cient usage.    It  was  indeed  a  resistance  in  favor  of 
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the  liberties  of  England,  which  might  have  been  en- 
dangered by  success  in  the  attempt  against  oars ;  and 
therefore  a  great  man  in  your  Parliament*  did  not 
scruple  to  declare,  he  rejoiced  that  Jtmeriea  had  refUt'^ 
ed.  I,  for  the  same  reason,  may  add  this  veiy  resistaiKSe 
to  the  other  instances  of  their  loyalty.  I  hare  already 
said,  that  I  think  it  just  you  should  reward  those  Amer- 
icans, who  joined  your  troops  in  the  war  against  their 
own  country ;  but,  if  ever  honesty  could  be  inconsist- 
ent with  policy,  it  is  so  in  this  instance.    I  am,  && 

B.  FRANKUir. 


TO   MRS.   MART   HEWSOIT. 

PasBf,  26  June,  1796. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  wrote  to  you  the  5th  of  last  month,  and  have 
since  received  your  kind  letters  of  the  8th,  informing 
me  of  your  welfare,  and  that  of  the  dear  children, 
which  gave  me  great  pleasure.  I  shall  long  to  see 
you  all  again  in  America,  where  I  hope  to  be  soon. 
Almost  all  my  things  are  now  packed  up,  and  will  be 
in  the  barge  next  Wednesday,  to  go  down  the  river; 
for,  though  I  know  not  yet  what  vessd  I  shall  go  iOt 
I  would  have  every  thing  at  Havre  ready  to  embark ; 
and  I  suppose  I  shall  not  be  here  myself  a  fortnigkt 
longer. 

I  say  nothing  to  persuade  you  to  go  with  me  or  to 
follow  me;  because  I  know  you  do  not  usually  act 
from  persuasion,  but  from  judgment;  and,  as  that  is 
very  sound,  I  leave  you  to  yourself.  Tou  will  do  wlnt 
is  best  for  you  and  yours,  and  that  will  give  me  mo0t 
pteasure.    Miss  Lamotte's  friends  do  not  consrat  to 

*Tlie  first  Lord  Chtthun. 
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her  going  to  England.  I  enclose  her  letter,  by  which 
you  will  see,  that,  though  she  speaks  the  language 
prettily,  she  does  not  write  it  correctly.  Indeed,  abun- 
dance of  the  French  are  deficient  in  their  own  orthog- 
raphy. I  offered  her,  as  you  desired,  the  money  that 
might  be  necessary  for  the  journey. 

Temple  is  not  yet  quite  well,  having  had  several 
returns  of  his  ague.  Benjamin  continues  hearty,  and 
has  been  very  serviceable  in  packing.  They  both 
present  their  respects. 

If  you  shouM  write  me  a  line  before  my  departure, 
direct  it  to  Havre  de  Grace.  Adieu,  my  very  dear 
friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  with  sincerest  respect 
and  affection,  B.  Franklut. 

P.  &    My  love  to  every  one  of  the  children. 


FROM   RICHARD   JACKS017    TO    B.  FRANKLIN. 

SkUe  of  Affavrs  produced  by  the  Peace.  —  Great 
Britain.  —  France.  —  East  Indies. 

London,  S7  Jane,  19B5L 

Mt  dear  Sir, 

Though  I  wrote  to  you  by  your  grandson,  I  cannot 
let  Mt.  Franklin,  your  son,  visit  you  in  France,  without 
oertifying  my  sincere  good  wishes,  on  your  leaving 
Europe,  that  you  may  arrive  safe,  and  k>ng  enjoy  your 
health  in  America.* 

You  will  arrive  there  deservedly  covered  with  the 
gkxy  of  having  had  a  large  share  in  bringing  about 

*  From  thw  paragraph  it  would  seem,  that  Goveroar  Franklin  designed 
to  visit  his  father  in  France.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  this  design 
was  accomplished.  The  father  and  son  met  at  Northampton,  when  Dr. 
Fmldiii  stopped  there  on  his  way  to  the  United  States. 
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an  event,  which  I  wish  had  not  become  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  two  great  divisions  of  the  English  na- 
tion, or  that,  when  it  became  so,  it  had  been  brought 
about  with  less  profusion  of  blood  and  treasure.  But 
the  frame  of  human  nature  is  inseparable  from  pen- 
sions, that  produce  calamities,  which  the  species  will 
never  be  free  from.  It  is,  however,  the  part  of  the 
wise  and  good  to  afford  that  assistance  to  the  spedeSy 
which  wisdom  only  can,  and  goodness  only  will  give. 
I  know  I  have  no  occasion  to  exhort  you  to  this 
good  work ;  but  I  have  pleasure  in  assuring  you,  that  I 
rely  on  the  weight  of  your  authority  for  establishing 
the  opinion,  that  it  is  not  only  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  and  America  to  live  upon  good  terms  with 
one  another,  but  that  this  friendship  is  perfecdy  com- 
patible with  a  mutual  friendship  between  France  and 
both  of  them. 

For  my  part,  I  entertain  no  apprehensions  from  the 
supposed  ambition  of  that  kingdom.  It  has  frequently 
given  proofs  of  its  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope, one  very  recent ;  and,  except  in  the  East  IndieSt 
the  two  kingdoms  seem  to  have  nothing  to  quarrel 
about  I  except  the  East  Indies,  not  because  I  think 
that  either  have  any  interest  inconsistent  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  other,  but  because  I  think  it  most  likdlyi 
that  one  or  the  other  may  there  mistake  its  interest 
Sure  I  am,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
make  the  trade  of  France  perfecdy  easy  there,  and 
with  such  a  secure  and  easy  trade,  I  wish  Great  Brit- 
ain could  change  situations  with  her  ancient  rival.  Do- 
minion at  such  a  distance,  and  in  a  countiy  where 
despotism  seems  the  natural  growth  of  the  dimate^ 
cannot  be  well ;  and  it  cannot  but  in  the  end  be  mis- 
chievous to  the  State  that  possesses  it,  however  the 
wealth  it  produces  may  force  for  a  time  the  appear- 
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ance  of  afflaence  at  home ;  an  affluence  that  may  aid 
pemicioas  measures,  but,  at  last,  must  be  destnictiye 
m  its  consequences. 

I  cannot  take  my  leave  of  you,  without  congratulat- 
ing you  on  the  benefaction  conferred  on  mankmd  by 
M.  Necker.  I  have  read  more  than  once  his  excel- 
lent work ;  and  some  of  the  concluding  chapters  with 
ecstasy  and  tears.  I  flatter  myself,  that  the  princes  of 
Ae  earth  will  read  it,  and  that  some  of  them  will  be 
•fleeted  as  I  have  been;  and  perhaps  some  of  their 
BEDisters.  I  need  not  say,  that  many  of  his  thoughts 
hme  been  yours  and  my  own,  though  I  hare  never 
been  able  to  express  them  with  the  elegance  he  has 
done.*  In  1772,  and  1777, 1  gave  to  Lord  North  two 
or  three  sheets ;  in  the  former  year,  on  the  subject  of 
mooey ;  in  the  latter,  on  that  of  peace.  The  opinions 
therdn  contained,  I  now  find  confirmed  by  an  author- 
ity that  I  respect  without  bounds.  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
your  affectionate  and  fisdthful  servant, 

Richard  Jaokboit. 


rROH   MATH0I7   D£   LA   COUR  TO    B.    FRANKUIT. 

Translation. 

Lyons,  30  June,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  Academy  of  Sciences,  Belles  Lettres,  and  Arts, 
of  Lyons,  informed  by  a  letter  from  the  Abb6  Chalut, 

*  Necker'a  treatise,  entitled  Administration  de$  FinancUf  was  pub- 
bdied  in  1784.  It  is  stated  in  the  BiographU  UniveraelU^  that  eighty 
thoMind  copies  were  sold  in  a  few  days.  The  writer  adds;  ** Jamais 
M(jet  aoaii  s^rieaz  n'avait  excite  une  curiosity  aussi  universelle.  CVtait 
wum  doute  une  chose  nouvelle  dans  les  habitudes  d'une  monarchie  ab- 
Mine,  que  de  yoir  un  ministre  en  retraite  publier  solennellement  qu'il 
it  tOBmMX  del  dbgraces  de  la  cour  avec  les  sufTraget  de  la  nalioB.** 
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that  you  would  willingly  accept  the  title  of  its  associate, 
hastened  to  offer  it  to  you  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and 
charges  me  to  inform  you  of  your  election.  We  al 
feel,  and  we  feel  deeply,  how  much  honor  a  name 
like  yours  confers  qpon  a  literary  society,  whose  prin- 
cipal object  is  the  study  of  the  natural  sciences,  upon 
which  you  have  shed  so  much  light,  and  in  which,  at 
every  step,  we  meet  monuments  consecrated  to  your 
discoveries. 

During  the  last  years  of  my  residence  at  Paris,  my 
heart  often  beat  with  joy,  when  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  joinmg  my  applause  to  that,  which  all  France  seemed 
to  think  due  to  you,  wherever  you  appeared.  I  am 
still  more  happy  at  this  tune,  since  I  am  requested,  in 
the  name  of  my  fellow  citizens,  to  add  one  modest 
flower  to  the  wreaths  with  which  you  are  crowned, 
and  am  allowed  the  personal  gratiBcation  of  offering  to 
you  the  homage  of  my  profound  veneration.  The 
Academy  has  directed  me  to  send  to  you  the  list  of 
its  members,  and  a  table  of  the  prizes,  which  have 
hitherto  been  given.  I  shall  venture  to  add  a  dissert 
tation  on  the  laws  of  Lycurgus,  by  the  author  of  the 
Testament  de  fortune  Ricaid,  which  you  condescended 
to  receive  with  kindness,  and  your  approbation  of 
which  has  filled  him  with  the  liveliest  gratitude.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Matron  de  la  Covil 


FROM   THOMAS   POWNALL   TO   B.   FRANKUN. 

Political  Remarks.  —  England.  —  .America. 

LauBanne,  3  July,  178SL 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  received  at  Marseilles  your  letter  by  Mr.  Partridge^ 
respecting  the  nature  of  the  account  made  out  by  die 
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editor  and  bookseller  of  my  map  and  description  of 
the  States  of  America.  I  had  already  done  in  the 
matter  every  thing  in  my  power  when  I  was  on  the 
qK>ty  and  pressed  the  point  stronger  than  I  should 
have  done^  had  it  been  for  my  account;  but,  when  I 
ocmsidered  it,  as  what  I  really  wished,  the  doing  an 
act  of  charity  to  the  daughter  of  an  ingenious  and  iU- 
lieated  man,*  I  exerted  more  pains  about  it  than  is 
my  ordinary  custom.  I  wished  to  make  my  mtended 
charity  as  efficient  and  productive  as  possible.  If  I 
were  on  the  spot  I  could  not  do  more.  I  have  pre- 
pared a  second  edition,  with  very  many  additions.  If 
jou  wfll  recommend  to  me  any  person  who  will  trans- 
lite  it  into  French,  I  will  publish  this  edition  in  France 
a&d  give  the  whole  profits  to  Evans's  daughter. 

I  am  told  you  are  on  the  point  of  returning  to  your 
own  country,  a  country  which  you  have  not  only  saved, 
bat  fiormed  into  a  State,  independent  and  sovereign. 
Tou  must  excuse  me  when  I  say  what  I  feel,  that  I 
envy  you.  God  has  not  only  made  you  an  instru- 
ment of  good  to  your  country,  but  has  given  you  the 
most  supreme  of  all  happiness  in  this  worid,  that  of 
seeing  your  country  and  all  the  world  acknowledging 
your  deeds;  that  of,  therefore,  living  to  receive  from 
their  acknowledgments  your  reward  in  this  world.  It 
was  your  happiness  to  be  in  a  situation  of  exerting 
your  abilities  in  a  line  of  politics,  in  which  Providence 
had  designed  to  lead  the  affairs  of  men. 

I  wished,  in  my  line  of  conduct,  to  have  served  a 
country,  which,  alas!  I  could  not,  at  least  would  not, 
believe  was  too  far  gone  in  corruption  of  all  sorts,  but 
especially  in  corruption  of  politics,  to  be  served.  This 
corruption  sunk  to  ignorance  and  inspired  with  inso- 

*  Lewis  Evans,  the  geographer. 
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lence  the  nation,  and  Providence  gare  it  leaders  and 
governors  exactly  calculated  to  lead  it  to  its  just  pun- 
ishment But,  whatever  my  habitual  love  to  my  native 
country  was,  I  thank  God  I  always  had  a  feeling  for  the 
welfare  of  the  English  nation^  which  superseded  all  locd 
considerations ;  and  I  am  happy  in  my  hopes,  that  ml 
political  liberty,  with  all  its  concomitant  and  consequent 
happiness,  will  be  established  in  that  branch  of  the 
English  nation,  which  Providence  planted  and  nurtured 
in  America.  Providence  now  holds  this  out  to  them, 
and  may  they  have  the  temper  and  wisdom  to  see 
what  is  their  real  interest,  or,  at  least,  to  take  the  ad* 
vice  of  those  who  do  see.  If  God  grants  you  life 
and  health,  what  a  glorious  scene  m  this  great 
have  you  before  you,  in  giving  and  persuading 
country  to  take  your  advice,  as  to  the  settlement  of 
their  independence  in  a  sovereignty  free  tmd  ^firimU 
to  all  the  purposes  of  liberty  and  their  real  interest 
I  have  the  pleasing  consciousness  to  think,  that  mf 
Memoir*  addressed  to  them,  will  not,  when  undo'stood, 
be  entirely  useless  and  mefficient  to  those  ends. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Tou  are  gomg  to  a  new 
worid,  formed  to  exhibit  a  scene  which  the  dd  worid 
never  yet  saw.  You  leave  me  here  in  the  old  worid, 
which,  like  myself,  begins  to  feel,  as  Asia  kalh  fei^ 
that  it  is  wearing  out  apace.  We  shaU  never  meet 
again  on  this  earth ;  but  there  is  another  worid,  where 
we  shall  meet,  and  where  we  shall  be  undostood,  and 
those  of  us,  who  shall  not  have  our  reward  here,  w3 
have  it  in  all  fulness  there.  If  you  receive  this,  pray 
let  me  hear  from  you  before  you  depart,  but  mora 
especially,  if  you  have  lebure,  when  yon  arrive  at 


*  A  trtct  entiUed,  *•  Memorial  addretted  to  Uw  SofereigM 
pabliahed,  1783. 
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Studying  the  state  of  this  country,  with  ref<^* 
eace  to  what  I  know  (as  the  wcH^man  knows  his  own 
wietier)  of  America,  I  see  many  things  whk^  might  be 
Qseful  for  America  to  copy.  A  temperate  spirit  and  a 
homebf  wisdom  have  established  real  liberty  and  actual 
hapfxness  here,  with  surer  and  a  longer  permanency, 
dnn  any  other  country  ever  yet  enjoyed  in  quiet  I 
flhall  not  neglect  to  cdlect  these  experiences  with 
reference  to  America ;  and  if  I  can  communicate  them 
to  jTOu,  or  to  any  one  where  I  can  be  sure  they  will 
be  oi  use,  I  will  with  pleasure  do  it;  and  the  more 
80^  as  I  find,  that  the  very  spirit  and  true  foundation 
of  the  ccMistitutions  of  this  country  have  not  been 
imderstood;  first,  by  scribblmg  voyagers;  and  next, 
less  so  by  speculating  writers,  who  write  fix)m  system, 
not  fit>m  fact.  Once  more,  my  dear  fiiend,  adieu. 
May  you  have  an  easy  passage,  with  as  littie  pain  as 
possible,  and  a  happy  arrival  at  your  home.  Remem- 
ber your  old  and  i^ectionate  fiiend, 

Thomas  Powitall. 


TO   MRS.  MARY   HEWSON. 

Leaves  Pasey.  —  Traveh  to  Havre  in  the  En^s  Litter. 

?wmf,  4  July,  178S. 

Dear  Friend, 

By  this  post  I  have  given  orders  to  engage  a  fine 
ship,  now  at  London,  to  carry  me  and  my  family  to 
Philadelphia.  My  baggage  is  already  on  the  Seine, 
going  down  to  Havre,  from  whence,  if  the  captain 
cannot  call  for  us  there,  we  shall  cross  the  chsomel, 
and  meet  him  at  Cowes,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  The 
ship  has  a  lai^e,  convenient  cabin,  with  good  lodging- 
places.    The  whole  to  be  at  my  disposition,  and  there 
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is  plenty  of  room  for  you  and  yours.  You  may  never 
have  so  good  an  opportunity  of  passing  to  America, 
if  it  is  your  intention.  Think  of  it,  and  take  your 
resolution;  believing  me  ever  your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  Frakklut. 

P.  S.  Love  to  the  dear  children.  If  Mr.  WiUiams 
is  returned  to  London,  he  will  inform  you  ci  the  par- 
ticuhrs.  If  not,  you  may  inquire  of  Wallace,  Johnson, 
and  Muir,  merchants,  London,  to  be  heard  of  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Coffee-House,  Birchin  Lane.  The  sh^ 
is  to  be  at  Cowes  the  1st  of  August 


TO   CLAUDIUS   CRIGAir,  BISHOP   OF  SODOR  AKD   MAV. 

PrmttiiMKiy  and  Expediency  of  estaUukmg  a  Biak^ 
in  Jtmeriea. 

Ptatj,  5  Jnlf ,  178BL 

Mt  Lord, 

I  received  the  too  complaisant  letter  your  Lordshq) 
did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  by  the  Revereiul 
Mr.  Christian,  who  has  also  communicated  some  of 
your  views  for  the  benefit  of  religion  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  requesting  my  opinion,  which  I  have 
given  him,  but  will  repeat  in  this  letter,  lest  I  should 
not  in  every  particular  have  been  rightly  qiprabended 

It  is  pnq^er  to  be  understood,  that  those  States 
flbt  of  thirteen  distinct  and  separate  soverrigntie% 
governed  by  its  own  laws,  in  which  no  one 
sect  is  established  as  predominant,  but  there  is  a  j 
era!  toleration  of  all ;  and,  should  any  thmg  be 
by  one  of  them  in  favor  of  a  particular  sect,  it 
have  no  operatbn  m  the  others.    The  Congress^  thoogk 
fbrmed  by  delegates  from  each  State  dioaen  aoRM^ 
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baa  powers  extending  only  to  those  general  alSavs  of 
political  goverament,  that  relate  to  the  whole,  but  no 
authoritj  whatever  is  given  to  them  in  ecclesiastical 
matters.  And  I  therefore  think,  they  will  do  nothing, 
other  to  encourage  or  discourage  the  introduction  of  a 
iNshqp  in  America.  For  myself,  I  can  oiily  say  as  a 
private  person,  that  I  think  such  an  officer  may  be  of 
use  to  the  Episcqialians,  not  only  for  the  better  gov- 
ernment of  their  clei^y,  but  for  preventing  the  expense 
and  risk  that  attend  the  sending  of  their  young  men 
to  England  for  ordination.  He  should,  however,  have 
power  to  consecrate  other  bishops,  so  as  to  prevent 
for  ever  the  necessity  of  sending  to  England  for  suc- 
cessors in  that  station,  otherwise  he  will  hardly  be  so 
weD  received. 

The  great  difficulty  will  be  to  make  proper  provision 
far  lus  support.  I  doubt  whether  any  of  the  govern- 
ments vrill  establish  such  support,  and  I  have  not  much 
confidence,  that  any  thing  considerable  may  be  obtain- 
ed by  iMivate  contributions.  My  reasons  are,  that  the 
EiNSoopalians  in  most  of  the  States  are  very  small  m 
Bomber,  compared  with  the  inhabitants  of  other  per- 
nanons ;  and,  where  they  are  a  majority,  they  do  not 
generally  see  the  necessity  or  utility  of  a  resident 
bishop,  and  they  apprehend  some  inconvenience  in  it. 
Of  tMs  there  was  a  strong  instance  in  Vii^ia,  some 
years  before  the  late  Revolution.  The  inhabitants  €f 
that  Provmce  were  almost  wholly  of  the  Church  of 
En^and,  and  their  House  of  Commons  of  course  the 
same.  Tet  that  House  unanimously  censured,  in  strong 
terms,  the  proposition  of  some  of  their  own  clergy  for 
introdudng  a  bishop,  and  thanked  others  who  opposed 
and  defeated  the  project,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  fol- 
kywing  extract  from  their  Journal. 

•Friday,  July  158th,  1772.    Resolved,  nemne  cmtra- 
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dkente^  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Henley,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gwatkb,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Hewit,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bland,  for 
the  wise  and  well-timed  opposition  they  have  made  to 
the  pernicious  project  of  a  few  mistaken  clergymen  for 
introducmg  an  American  bishop ;  a  measure  by  which 
much  disturbance,  great  anxiety  and  apprehensioDv 
would  certamly  take  place  among  his  Majesty's  frith- 
ful  American  subjects,  and  that  Mr.  Richard  Henry 
Lee  and  Mr.  Bland  do  acquaint  them  therewith." 

The  apprehension  mentioned  in  the  Resolve,  I  im- 
agine must  have  been  an  apprehension  of  expense  to 
mamtain  a  bishop  suitable  to  bis  dignity,  and  of  at- 
tempts to  oblige  the  laity  to  defray  such  expense  by 
taxes  or  tythes,  or  at  least  of  their  bemg  solicited  for 
voluntary  contributions,  there  being  at  present  no  fund 
appomted  for  such  purpose,  nor  any  thing  hitherto 
given  but  a  farm,  by  legacy,  in  Rhode  Island.  I( 
however,  the  laity  should  have  changed  their  mindfli 
and  vnsh  now  to  have  a  bishop,  whom  they  would 
engage  to  support  by  voluntary  contributions,  in  that 
case,  I  imagme,  none  of  the  governments  would  forbid 
it,  but  the  support  would  probably  be  too  small  ud 
too  precarious  to  be  a  sufficient  encouragement 

IVfr.  Christian  asked  my  opinion,  whether  your 
ing  a  tour  incognito  through  that  country  might 
be  a  prudent  measure?  Whatever  prospect  or  hope 
there  may  be  of  your  greater  usefuhess  to  religioni  in 
our  extensive  country  than  in  the  little  Isle  of  Maa» 
yet,  as  you  have  a  family,  I  certainly  cannot  advise 
your  maJcing  any  hasty  application  to  your  govemmeat 
for  your  removal,  or  taking  any  step  that  may  hasud 
the  loss  of  a  present  sure  support  against  a  contingeiii 
future  and  precarious.  Therefore,  to  enable 
to  fonn  a  better  judgment,  it  might  be  weD  to 
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with  your  own  eye9  the  state  of  things,  and  sound 
the  disposition  of  the  people;  but  I  am  nevertheless 
incfined  to  think,  that,  in  making  the  tour,  you  will 
hardly  be  encouraged  to  attempt  the  change,  unless 
the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel,  or  the  British 
government,  would  fix  a  sufficient  income  to  be  paid 
yoa  from  England.  Such  a  journey  may,  however, 
oontribute  to  establish  health,  as  well  as  pleasingly 
gndify  the  curiosity  of  seeing  the  progress,  which  the 
artSi  agriculture,  science,  and  mdustry  are  making  in  a 
new  country.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be^  &C.  B.  FnANKLur. 


TO    GRANVILLE   SHARP. 

Law  of  ChEveUmuL  —  Election  of  Bishops.  —  Jbridged 

Liturgy. 

ThBWYf  5  July,  1785L 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  the  books  you  were  so  kmd  as  to  send 
me  by  Mr.  Drown.  Please  to  accept  my  hearty  thanks. 
Your  writings^  which  always  have  some  public  good 
for  their  object,  I  always  read  with  pleasure.  I  am 
perfectly  of  your  opinion,  with  respect  to  the  salutaiy 
law  ci  gavelkind^  and  hope  it  may  in  time  be  estab- 
firiied  throughout  America.  In  six  of  the  States,  al- 
ready, the  lands  of  intestates  are  divided  equally  among 
the  children,  if  all  giris;  but  there  is  a  double  share 
given  to  the  eldest  son,  for  which  I  see  no  more  rea- 
adn,  than  givmg  such  share  to  the  eldest  daughter; 
and  I  think  there  should  be  no  distinction.  Since  my 
being  last  in  France,  I  have  seen  several  of  our  eldest 
aooB,  spendbg  idly  their  fortunes  by  residing  in  Eu- 
rope and  neglecting  their  own  country ;  these  are  fixim 
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TO   DAVID    HARTLEY. 

PtMj,  5  July*  1785. 

I  cannot  quit  the  coasts  of  Europe  without  taking 
leave  of  my  ever  dear  friend  Mr.  Hartley.  We  were 
long  fellow  laborers  in  the  best  of  all  woriis,  the  work 
of  peace.  I  leave  you  still  in  the  field,  but,  havmg 
finished  my  day's  task,  I  am  going  home  to  go  to  bed. 
Wish  me  a  good  night's  rest,  as  I  do  you  a  pleasant 
evening.  Adieu!  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Franklin, 

in  bif  eif  btieth  yev. 

to  the  reverend  body  of  clergy,  who  adorn  the  Proteftaot  religion  by 
their  good  works,  preaching,  and  example,  that  he  ahould  hnmbly  oflbr 
some  reasons  for  such  an  undertaking.  He  addresses  himself  to  tte 
serious  and  discerning.  He  professes  himself  to  be  a  Protestant  of  tho 
Church  of  England,  and  holds  in  the  highest  Teneration  the  doetrinoi 
of  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  a  sincere  lover  of  social  wonhip,  deeply  ■iwi 
ble  of  its  usefulness  to  society ;  and  he  aims  at  doing  tome  Mrviee  to 
religion,  by  proposing  such  abbreviations  and  omissions  in  the  fomw  of 
our  Liturgy  (retaining  every  thing  he  thinks  essential)  as  might,  if  adopU 
ed,  procure  a  more  general  attendance.  For,  besides  the  difiering  ooa> 
timents  of  many  pious  and  well-disposed  persons  in  some  spocolatif 
points,  who  in  general  hare  a  good  opinion  of  our  Chnrch,  it  baa  oAn 
been  observed  and  complained  of,  that  the  Morning  and  Efoning  Bb^ 
vice,  as  practised  in  England  and  elsewhere,  are  so  long,  and  filled  wilk 
so  many  repetitions,  that  tiie  continued  attention  suitable  to  so  eariOM 
a  duty  becomes  impracticable,  the  mind  wanders,  and  the  fbrveBCjof 
deTotion  is  slackened.  A\m  tlie  propriety  of  saying  the  sanw  pnfm 
more  than  once  in  the  same  service  is  doubted,  as  the  senrice  is  thm- 
by  lengthened  without  apparent  necessity ;  our  Lord  having  given  m  a 
abort  prayer  as  an  example,  and  censured  the  heathen  for  thinbiny  to 
be  heard  because  of  much  speaking. 

^Moreover,  many  pious  and  devout  persons,  whose  age  or  iiifliinifini 
will  not  suffer  them  to  remain  for  hours  in  a  cold  church,  especidlj  in 
the  winter  season,  are  obliged  to  furcgo  the  comfort  and  odifintioa  thaj 
wonld  receive  by  their  attendance  on  divine  service.  These,  by  ■hortai^ 
ing  the  time,  would  be  relieved ;  and  the  younger  sort,  who  have  bad 
some  principles  of  religion  instilled  into  them,  and  who  bavo  boa  «^ 
ocated  in  a  belief  of  the  necessity  of  adoring  their  llalrar,  wooM 
probably  more  frequently,  as  well  as  cheerfully,  attend  divine  aerviee,  if 
tbey  were  not  detained  so  long  at  any  one  time.  Also  Ban^^wril 
posed  tndesmen,  abopkeepeis,  artificers,  and  olfaei% 
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In  the  prayers  so  much  was  retrenched,  that  approba- 
tioQ  oodd  hardly  be  expected ;  but  I  thmk,  with  you, 
a  moderate  abridgment  might  not  only  be  useful,  but 
generalty  acceptable.* 

I  am  now  on  the  pcHnt  of  departing  for  Ammca 
wkeie  I  shall  be  ^ad  occasionally  to  hear  from  you, 
Md  of  your  wd&re;  being  with  sincere  and  great  ea- 
dear  Siiv  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
il;  B.  Frakkuit. 


•  Oa  tlM  tolQect  Mr.  Shirp  had  written  as  follows.  '*!  lum 
nfarmed,  tiiali  several  years  ago,  you  revised  the  liturgy  of  the  Choreh 
sf  Kitgknd,  with  a  view,  by  some  few  alterations,  lo  promote  the  more 
fiBsnl  MS  of  it;  but  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  see  a  copy  of 
Ihn  foraa  yon  proposed.  Oar  present  public  service  is  certainly,  open 
Ihn  whol*!  much  too  long,  as  it  is  commonly  used,  so  that  a  prudeat 
■tvisioa  of  it,  by  the  common  consent  of  the  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Clanh  in  America,  might  be  very  advantageous ;  though,  for  my  own 
f«ti  I  coMoivey  that  the  addition  of  one  single  rubric  ftom  the  Oespel 
we^  be  amply  sufficient  to  direct  the  advisers  to  the  only  correctioos 
IkH  m&m  to  be  necessary  at  present  I  mean  a  general  nde^  illustrated 
If  proper  eiamples,  references^  and  marks,  to  warn  officiating  ministeni 
h$m  tkftf  may  avoid  all  useless  repetitions,  and  tautology  in  reading  the 
Mffviee.*'— iMMfofi,  Jmu  17th,  1785. 

Tbe  title  of  the  volume,  alluded  to  in  the  text,  is  as  follows.  <<  Abridge 
mmi  ^f  lis  JBisol  </  Conmon  Praiftr,  and  AdmmulrtdUn  ^f  fkt  Smrm- 
mmi$tmmi§ih£rJtii€9amdCertmomtMofihe  Ckurdiy  aeeordmg  io  HU  Use 
^As  Ckunk  of  Engkmd;  togdher  teiih  the  PsaUer^  or  Psalm  rf Dm- 
ffl(  pitnlirf  Of  llesf  art  ioht  sung  or  said  in  Churthss.  London ;  frinitd 
m  Us  Tsar  MDCCLXXin.''  The  «« noble  Lord,"  who  is  mentioQed  as 
lawuig  aided  in  preparing  this  volume,  was  Lord  Le  Despeocer.  In 
lbs  sonmer  of  177a>  Dr.  Franklin  passed  some  time  with  Lord  La 
Jhtjfsmtstf  at  his  residence  in  the  country,  and  it  was  probably  during 
tlis  vkit  that  the  work  was  completed.  The  Prsfaes  is  wholly  ftom  the 
pSB  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and  is  evidently  a  studied  composition.  It  is  in- 
l> testing  and  curious,  as  exhibiting  his  views,  more  folly  than  they  are 
aiywheie  else  to  be  found,  on  the  subject  of  public  worship,  and  tiw 
last  fnfSM  to  be  adopted  in  conducting  it  The  Prefoce  is  here  printed 
ipom  a  copy  of  the  volume,  that  formerly  belonged  to  Bishop  White,  and 
to  him  by  Dr.  Franklin*^  daughter.  A  large  part  of  it 
in  Dr.  Franklin's  handwriting. 
<*  PanrACB. 

•TIm  editor  of  the  following  abridgment  of  the  liturgy  of  the  Cboreli 
sf  BUflAd  tiunks  it  but  decent  and  respectfol  to  all,  moro  paiticaki^ 
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TO   DAVID    HARTLEY. 

Paasj,  5  July,  178S. 

I  cannot  quit  the  coasts  of  Europe  without  takmg 
leave  of  my  ever  dear  friend  Mr.  Hartley.  We  were 
long  fellow  laborers  in  the  best  of  all  woriis^  the  work 
of  peace.  I  leave  you  still  m  the  field,  but,  having 
finished  my  day's  task,  I  am  going  home  to  go  to  bed. 
Wish  me  a  good  night's  rest,  as  I  do  you  a  pleasant 
evening.  Adieu!  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Frankuk, 

in  his  eightieth  yev. 

to  the  reverend  body  of  clergy,  who  adorn  the  Protestant  religioD  by 
their  good  works,  preaching,  and  example,  that  he  should  hambly  oAr 
some  reasons  for  such  an  undertaking.  He  addresses  himself  to  llw 
serious  and  discerning.  He  professes  himself  to  be  a  Protestant  of  tlw 
Church  of  England,  and  holds  in  the  highest  veneration  the  doetimsi 
of  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  a  sincere  lover  of  social  worship,  deeply  mm^ 
ble  of  its  usefulness  to  society ;  and  he  aims  at  doing  some  serfiee  to 
religion,  by  proposing  such  abbreviations  and  omissions  in  the  farms  of 
our  Liturgy  (retaining  every  thing  he  thinks  essential)  as  might,  if  adoflp 
ed,  procure  a  more  general  attendance.  For,  besides  the  diifeiiiig  mth 
timents  of  many  pious  and  well-disposed  persons  in  some  speeolativi 
points,  who  in  general  have  a  good  opinion  of  our  Church,  it  htm 
been  observed  and  complained  of,  that  the  Morning  and  Evening 
vice,  as  practised  in  England  and  elsewliere,  are  so  long,  snd  filled  y 
so  many  repetitions,  that  the  continued  attention  suitable  to  so 
a  duty  becomes  impracticable,  the  mind  wanders,  and  the  feiveney  <f 
devotion  is  slackened.  Also  tlie  propriety  of  saying  the  same  pnyw 
more  than  once  in  the  same  service  is  doubted,  as  the  seirice  u  thaiv* 
by  lengthened  without  apparent  necessity ;  our  Lord  having  given  nt  a 
abort  prayer  as  an  example,  and  censured  the  heathen  for  thinkiny  to 
be  heard  because  of  much  speaking. 

^Moreover,  many  pious  and  devout  persons,  whose  age  or  infliuiMM 
will  not  suffer  them  to  remain  for  hours  in  a  cold  church,  especnilj  in 
the  winter  season,  are  obliged  to  forego  the  comfort  and  edification  they 
would  receive  by  their  attendance  on  divine  service.  These,  by  ohofflan- 
ing  the  time,  would  be  relieved ;  and  the  younger  sort*  who  have  had 
some  principles  of  religion  instilled  into  them,  and  who  have  bean  ad- 
ncated  in  a  belief  of  the  necessity  of  adoring  their  Maker,  wooM 
probably  more  frequently,  as  well  as  cheerfully,  attend  divine  sernee,  if 
they  were  not  detained  so  long  at  any  one  time.  Also  many  weD  dia* 
posed  tradesmen,  shopkeepers,  artificers,  and  otbei%  whoae 
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TO  MATHOff  DB   LA  COUB. 

PtMj,  9  July,  1785. 

Sib, 
I  lia?e  received  the  letter,  which  you  did  me  die 
kBMT  to  write  in  the  name  of  the  Academy  of  the 
dtyof  Lyons.    I  accept  with  gratitude  the  title,  with 

mm  Mi  ranuto  from  churciieiy  could,  and  woald,  mora  fteqaontly  tt 
iMoCy  find  time  to  attend  dnrine  aerviee  on  other  than  Sandaya,  if  the 
fnfen  weie  ledoced-into  a  much  narrower  compaaai 

'Fbnneily  there  were  three  aenicea  perfonaed  at  difiereni  timaa  of 
lh»  day,  whish  throe  aerhcea  are  now  uaaally  joined  in  oMa.  Thia  HMgr 
«■&  the  eoBTeaieney  of  the  peiaon  who  officiatea,  but  ia  too  often  in- 
— wiienf  and  tireaome  to  the  congregation.  If  thia  abiidginent,  theva- 
hn^  ahoidd  efer  meet  with  acceptance,  the  well  diapoeed  clergy,  who 
CM  landaUy  deairoua  to  encourage  the  frtqumof  of  dime  aenriea, 
tmf  promola  ae  great  and  good  a  porpoae,  hy  repeating  it  three  timea 
«  a  Sunday,  without  ao  mnch  iatigoe  to  tiiemaelvea  aa  at  pteaent. 
Bnpfeae,  at  Biaa  o'clock,  at  eleyen,  and  at  one  in  the  erening;  and  hy 
fwmcMiig'  no  owre  aermona  than  uaoal,  of  a  moderate  length ;  and  there- 
If  aceommodato  a  greater  number  of  people  with  convenient  hoora. 

^'Theae  were  general  reaaona  for  wiabing  and  proposing  an  abridg- 
ment. In  attempting  it  we  do  not  presume  to  dictate  even  to  a  aingle 
Chiiirtan  We  are  aensible  there  ia  a  proper  authority  in  the  rulera  of 
the  Chnreh  lor  ordering  such  matters;  and  whenever  the  time  ahali 
csme  when  it  may  be  thought  not  unseasonable  to  revise  our  Litargy, 
Ihaie  ia  no  doubt  but  every  suitable  improvement  will  be  made,  under 
(ha  care  and  direction  of  so  much  learning,  wisdom,  and  piety,  in  one 
body  of  men  collected.  Such  a  work  as  this  must  then  be  mnch  bet- 
tn  ezeentod.  In  the  mean  time,  this  humble  performance  may  aerve 
la  ahow  the  practicability  of  shortening  the  service  near  one  hali^  with- 
ant  the  omiaaion  of  what  is  essentially  necessary ;  and  we  hope,  mora- 
a««r,  that  the  book  may  be  occasionally  of  some  use  to  fitmiliea,  or 
pQvate  aaaembliea  of  Christiana. 

"To  give  now  some  account  of  particulars.  We  have  preaumed  upon 
tUa  plan  of  abridgment  to  omit  the  First  Lesson,  which  ia  taken  from 
(ha  Old  Testament,  and  retain  only  the  Second  from  the  New  Teata- 
■eat;  which,  we  apprehend,  is  more  suitable  to  teach  the  ae-moch-ta- 
be-favcrad  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  of  more  immediate  importance  to 
Christiana;  although  the  Old  Testament  is  allowed  by  all  to  be  an  accu- 
iito  and  conciae  history,  and,  as  such,  may  more  properly  be  read  at  home. 

"We  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  for  Chriatiana  to  make  nae  af 
man  thna  cm  Creed.  Therefore  in  this  abridgment  aM  omittiad«the 
TOL.  X.  27  R  * 
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which  this  learned  Society  is  kind  enough  to  honor  me. 
I  have  long  been  acquainted  with  its  useful  labors. 
I  should  be  most  happy  to  live  near  it,  and  reap  the 
benefit  of  its  instruction.  But,  being  on  the  eve  of 
my  departure  for  America,  I  must  add  this  also  to  the 

Nicene  Creed,  and  Uiat  of  St  Atliananiua.  Of  the  ApocUet*  Creed  we 
have  retained  the  parts  Uiat  are  most  intelligible  and  moat  CMential. 
.And  as  the  Father^  Son,  and  Holy  Ghosty  arc  there  coofeaaedly  and 
avowedly  a  part  of  the  belief,  it  does  not  appear  necewary  after  ao 
solemn  a  confeasion,  to  repeat  again,  in  the  Litany,  the  Sam  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  as  that  part  of  the  service  is  otherwise  very  prolix. 

''The  Psalms,  being  a  collection  of  Odes,  written  by  different  penona, 
it  hath  happened  that  many  of  them  are  on  the  same  aulject,  and  re- 
peat the  same  sentiments ;  auch  as  those  that  complain  of  eiwmim 
and  persecutors,  call  upon  God  for  protection,  express  a  confideoee 
therein,  and  thank  him  for  it  when  afforded.  A  very  great  part  of  the 
book  consists  of  repetitions  of  this  kind,  which  may  therefore  well  bear 
abridgment  Other  parts  are  merely  historical,  repeating  the  mentioB 
of  facts  more  fully  narrated  in  the  preceding  books,  and  which,  relati^f 
to  the  ancestors  of  the  Jews,  were  more  interesting  to  them  than  to 
vs.  Other  parts  are  localj  and  allude  to  places  of  which  we  have  no 
knowledge,  and  therefore  do  not  affect  us.  Othen  are  penatuif  lelatiBg 
to  the  particular  circumstances  of  David  or  Solomon,  as  kings;  and 
can  therefore  seldom  be  rehearsed  with  any  propriety  by  private  Chris* 
tians.  Othen  imprecate,  in  the  most  bitter  terma,  the  vengeance  of 
God  on  our  adversaries,  contrary  to  the  apirit  of  Christianity,  which  com- 
mands us  to  love  our  enemies,  and  to  pray  for  those  that  hate  ns,  and 
despitcfully  use  us.  For  these  reasons  it  is  to  be  wished,  that  the  same 
liberty  were,  by  the  governors  of  our  Church,  allowed  to  the  numatar 
with  regard  to  the  reading  Psalms,  as  is  taken  by  the  clerk,  with  regaid 
to  those  that  are  to  be  sung,  in  directing  the  parts  that  he  may  jndgv 
moat  suitable  to  be  read  at  the  time,  from  the  present  circnmatanees  of 
the  congregation,  or  die  tenor  of  his  sermon,  by  saying,  *Let  as  teotf' 
snch  and  such  parts  of  the  Psalms  named.  Until  this  is  done,  oar 
abridgment,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  found  to  contain  what  may  be  most 
generally  proper  to  be  joined  in  by  an  assembly  of  Christian  people. 
The  Psalms  are  still  apportioned  to  the  days  of  the  month,  as  heretolbray 
though  tlic  several  parts  fur  each  day  are  generally  a  full  third  ahoiter. 

''We  humbly  suppose  the  b-ame  service  contained  in  thia  abridgment 
might  preperiy  servo  for  all  the  Saints'  Days,  Fasts,  and  Feasts,  i 
only  the  Epistle  and  Gospel  appropriated  to  each  day  of  the  month. 

**  The  Communion  is  greatly  abridged,  on  account  of  its  great  I 
nevertheless,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  that  all  those  parts  are  i 
which  are  material  and  necessary. 

^Infant  Baptism  in  Churches  being  performed  daring  divina  amtiee, 
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many  aources  of  regret,  which  the  kmdness  of  the 
Fraudi  caUs  forth  in  my  heart  I  shall  never  forget 
what  I  owe  to  them,  still  less  what  I  owe  to  your 
Academy,  to  the  members  of  which  I  beg  you  to  pre- 
aent  my  respectful  acknowledgments. 

vould  gtent^j  add  to  the  length  of  that  servicei  if  it  were  not  abiidged. 
We  baye  ventured,  therefore,  to  leave  out  the  less  material  parts, 

*The  Catechism,  as  a  compendium  of  systematic  theology,  which 
iMBned  dhriaef  have  written  folio  volumes  to  explain,  and  which,  theie- 
im^  it  maj  be  presumed,  they  thought  scarce  intelligible  without  such 
expositions,  is,  perhaps,  taken  altogether,  not  so  well  adapted  to  the 
ct^mMm  of  children  as  might  be  wished.  Only  those  plain  answers^ 
tbeiefiire,  which  express  our  duty  towards  God,  and  our  duty  towards 
€nr  neighbour,  are  retained  here.  The  rest  is  recommended  to  their 
ita£ng  and  serious  consideration,  when  more  years  shall  have  ripened 


*The  Confirmation  is  here  shortened. 

«The  Commination,  and  all  cursing  of  mankind,  is,  we  think,  best 
soHttad  in  this  abridgment 

*Tbe  form  of  solemnization  of  Matrimony  is  often  abbreviated  by  the 
oflriating  mimster,  at  his  discretion.  We  have  selected  what  appear  to 
■i  the  material  parts,  and  which,  we  humbly  hope,  will  be  deemed 


''The  long  prayers  in  the  service  for  the  Visitation  of  the  Sick  seem 
not  so  proper,  when  the  afflicted  person  is  very  weak  and  in  distress. 

''The  Order  for  the  Burial  of  the  Dead  is  very  solemn  and  moving; 
aevertbeless,  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  the  living,  it  appeared 
to  OS  that  this  service  ought  particularly  to  be  shortened.  For  numbers 
st&oding  in  the  open  air  with  their  hats  off*,  often  in  tempestuous 
weather,  during  the  celebration,  its  great  length  is  not  only  inconvenient, 
liot  may  be  dangerous  to  the  attendants.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  our 
ibridgment  of  it  will  be  approved  by  the  rational  and  prudent 

"The  Thanksgiving  of  women  after  childbirth  being,  when  read,  pait 
of  the  service  of  the  day,  we  have  also,  in  some  measure,  abridged  that 

"Having  thus  stated  very  briefly  our  motives  and  reasons,  and  our 
OMnner  of  proceeding  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  we  hope  to  be 
beheved,  when  we  declare  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions.  We  mean 
not  to  lessen  or  prevent  the  practice  of  religion,  but  to  honor  and  pro- 
mote it.  We  acknowledge  the  excellency  of  our  present  Liturgy,  and, 
though  we  have  shortened  it,  we  have  not  presumed  to  alter  a  word  in 
the  remaining  text ;  not  even  to  substitute  who  for  which  in  the  Lord's 
Player,  and  elsewhere,  although  it  would  be  more  correct  We  respect 
the  characters  of  bishops  and  other  dignitaries  of  our  Church,  and, 
with  regard  to  the  inferior  clergy,  we  wish  that  they  were  more  equally 
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I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your  DissertatioD  on  the  hums 
of  Lycui^s,  and  your  Testament  de  frrhmi  Rkard^ 
With  the  latter  work  I  was  already  acquainted.  I  had 
read  it  with  pleasure,  and  conceived  a  high  opnkNi  cf 
its  author.  I  have  just  read  your  Dissertatkm.  If  my 
own  approbation  could  add  any  thing  to  that  of  the 
celebrated  Academy,  which  has  awarded  to  you  the 
prize,  I  should  tell  you,  that  I  have  been  highly  grati- 
fied, and  that  I  only  regret  I  can  give  you  no  other 
prize,  than  the  sentiments  of  regard  and  respect,  with 
which  I  am.  Sir,  &c.  B.  FRAVXUV.t 


FROM  M.  DE   CASTRIES  TO   B.  FRAVKUV. 

Translatk>n. 

Sib, 
I  was  not  apprized,  until  withm  a  few  hoursb  of 
the  arrangements  which  you  have  made  for  your  d^ 
parture.  Had  I  been  mformed  of  it  sooner,  I  should 
have  proposed  to  the  Eang  to  order  a  frigate  to  coo* 
vey  you  to  your  own  country,  in  a  manner  suitabk 
to  the  known  importance  of  the  services  you  have 
been  engaged  in,  to  the  esteem  you  have  acquired  k 


provided  for,  than  by  that  odious  and  vezatkraa,  as  well  as  mgiHt  i 
of  gathering  tythes  in  kind,  which  creates  animositiee  and  litigBlioai^ 
to  the  interruption  of  the  good   harmony  and  respect,  wUeh 
otherwise  subsist  between  the  rectors  and  their  parishioiien. 

''And  thus,  conscious  of  upright  meaning,  we  submit  this 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  prudent  snd  dispassioDate,  and  Ml 
to  enthusiasts  and  bigots;  being  convinced  in  our  own  bnasti^  ttit 
this  shortened  method,  or  one  of  the  same  kind  better  ezeeotedy  wmU 
fhrther  religion,  increase  unanimity,  and  occasion  a  more  fteqiwt  ^ 
tendance  on  the  worship  of  CM.* 

*  A  translation  of  this  curious  piece  was  pabBsbed  by  Pr.  Mm  Ii 
London,  as  an  Appendix  to  his  OfntroMnu  on  Ae  /syedl—ce  ff  9m 
Juiitnc€tn  Muvoiui%o9L 

t  This  letter  is  translated  fiom  a  French  copy. 
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France,  and  the  particular  esteem  which  his  Majesty 
entertuis  for  you. 

I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  accept  my  regrets,  and  the  re- 
newed assurance  of  the  most  entire  consideration,  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  very  humble 
and  very  obedient  servant, 

Ds  Castries.* 


*  Eitnet  fifom  a  letter  to  hie  f  ieter  in  America, 

•SL  GemoM,  iwdve  miUs  from  Paris,  IZih  Juhf,  1785.  I  left  Paiqr 
jeetofday  afternoon,  and  am  here  on  mj  way  to  Havre  de  Graeei  a  aea- 
poft,  IB  Older  to  embark  for  America.  I  make  nee  of  one  of  the  Ejag'a 
liUen,  carried  by  mules,  which  walk  steadily  and  easily,  so  that  I  bear 
the  motion  very  welL  I  am  to  be  taken  on  board  a  Philadelphia  tHup 
oo  the  coast  of  England,  (Captain  Truztun,)  the  beginning  of  next  month. 
Not  having  written  to  yon  since  the  letter,  which  contained  a  bill  on 
Mr.  VemoD,  and  as  I  may  not  have  another  opportunity  before  my  ar- 
rival in  Philadelphia  (if  it  pleases  God  I  do  arrive),  I  write  these  par- 
tieohui  to  go  by  way  of  England,  that  you  may  be  less  uneasy  about 
me.  I  did  my  last  public  act  in  this  country  just  before  I  set  out,  which 
WIS  signing  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  Prussia.  I  have 
eoBtiiiiied  to  work  till  late  in  the  day;  it  is  time  I  should  go  home  and 
go  to  ML'' 
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TO   BENJAMIN   YAUGHAN. 

Soothampton,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  94  July,  1785. 

My  yery  dear  Friend, 
I  am  thb  mmute  arrived  here  wita  my  family  from 
Havre  de  Grace ;  and  shall  stay  here  till  Captain  Trux- 
tun  arrives  at  Cowes  to  take  us  \n*  I  write  this  Ime, 
just  to  inform  you,  that  I  bore  the  journey  to  Havre, 
in  one  of  the  King's  litters,  very  well,  and  the  voyage 
also  from  thence  hither  in  forty-five  hours,  though  the 
wind  was  a  great  part  of  the  time  contrary.  I  shall 
be  glad  of  a  line  from  you,  acquainting  me  whether 
you  ever  received  two  pieces  I  sent  you  some  months 
since;  one  on  your  penal  laws,  the  other  an  account 

*  Thomas  Tnixtan,  distinguished  in  the  naval  annals  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  on  Long  Island,  February  17th,  1755.  He  manifested 
aa  eariy  predilection  for  the  sea,  and  made  his  first  voyage  when  be 
was  twelve  years  old.  During  a  part  of  the  Revolution  he  commanded 
Mfeia]  private  armed  vessels,  in  which  he  was  successful  in  annoying 
the  enemy's  commerce,  particularly  on  the  coast  of  England.  He  sig- 
nalised Mmself  for  courage  and  skill  in  two  or  three  engagements. 
When  the  navy  was  revived,  on  the  prospect  of  a  war  with  France,  in 
1794,  Troxton  was  one  of  the  six  captains  first  nominated  by  Washing- 
ton to  the  Senate.  He  superintended  the  building  of  the  frigate  Conridr 
laiiomf  with  which,  and  a  small  squadron  under  his  command,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  protecting  the  American  commerce  in  the  West  Indies.  It 
was  here  that  he  fou^t  his  celebrated  action  with  the  French  frigate 
Jifliff)geiilc^  on  the  9th  of  February,  1799.  After  an  engagement  of  an 
hour  and  a  qnarter  the  Insurgenie  struck  her  colors.  This  vessel  carried 
forty  gone,  and  four  hundred  and  seventeen  men ;  of  whom  twenty-nine 
were  killed  and  forty-four  wounded.  The  ConsieUalion  carried  thirty- 
siz  gnns,  and  had  but  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  The  gallantry 
displayed  by  Commodore  Truxtun  on  this  occasion  was  highly  applauded. 
TOL.  X.  28  8 
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of  the  residence  of  an  English  seaman  in  China.*  As 
you  commonly  said  something  to  me  concerning  the 
things  I  used  to  send  you,  I  apprehend  you  either 
have  not  received  these,  or  do  not  like  them.  If  you 
have  any  thb^  to  say  by  me  to  your  friends  in  America, 
send  it,  and  I  will  take  care  to  deliver  it  Adieu,  my 
dearest  friend,    I  am  ever  yours, 

B.   FRAlTKLDr.t 


FROM  JONATHAN   SHIPLEY,  BISHOP   OF  ST.  ASAPH9 
TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Twyford^M  July,  IStt 

Mt  ever  dear  Friend, 
The  first  emotion  of  my  heart  is,  to  thank  Heaven^ 
that  you  are  once  more  so  near  me,  and  that  I  shall 
have  the  happiness  of  seemg  you  m  a  few  hottrL 
Some  of  our  good  friends  are  come  most  untimely  to 
dme  with  us.  As  soon  as  we  are  rid  <^  them,  my 
wife,  and  I,  and  the  only  daughter  that  is  now  with 
us,  will  hasten  to  welcome  you,  and  to  enjoy,  till  the 
last  moment  of  your  departure,  as  much  of  the  bles- 
smg  of  your  conversation,  as  we  can  without  bdng 
tiresome.  Adieu,  till  seven  or  eight  in  the  evenmg.  I 
will  leave  directions  to  hasten  Mr.  Williams.  Ever 
yours,  J.  St.  Asaph. 

•  See  Vol.  n.  pp.  341,  478. 

t  He  wrote  also  from  Southampton  to  Dr.  Lettwira  m  IbOotrii 
•^liear  Sir;  I  received  here  your  kind  letter,  and  the  vthitble 
cf  Dr.  Fothergill's  Works;  for  which  please  to  accept  mf  gnteftil  1 
knowledgments.  I  purpose,  on  my  voyage,  to  write  the  remtin 
of  my  fife,  which  yon  desire,  and  to  send  them  to  yoa  oB  mf  MiML 
Yon  have  done  a  good  deed  in  contribnting  to  promote  science  aMMif 
OS,  by  your  liberal  donation  of  books  to  Carlisle  CoDege.  Thnls  Ibr 
your  good  wishes  in  flivor  of  our  country,  and  of  your  IHend  tad  mv* 
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TO   MRS.   MART   HEWSON. 

Southampton,  26  July,  1785. 

Dear  Frieitd, 

I  received  here  yours  of  the  23d  instant  I  am 
flony  it  did  not  suit  you  to  go  in  the  ship  with  me, 
having  engaged  places  in  the  cabin,  that  would  have 
accommodated  you  and  yours,  not  indeed  on  your  ac- 
count, because  I  never  depended  on  your  going;  but 
I  took  the  whole  cabin,  that  I  might  not  be  intruded 
on  by  any  accidental  disagreeable  company. 

If  you  come  to  Philadelphia,  you  will  find  an  always 
affisdionate  friend  in  me,  and  in  my  children  after  I 
am  gone."  My  love  to  yours,  and  to  Dolly;  and  my 
respects  to  Mrs.  Hawkesworth.  I  came  to  Havre  de 
GtBce  m  a  fitter,  and  hither  in  the  packet-boat;  and, 
instead  rf  b^g  hurt  by  the  journey  or  voyage,  I 
really  find  myself  very  much  better,  not  having  suf- 
fered so  Uttle  for  the  time  these  two  years  past 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend;  accept  my  repeated  thaiUus 
fcr  the  agreeable  winter,  your  kind  company,  with  that 
of  my  young  fiiends,  made  me  pass,  and  believe  me 
ever  yours  most  smcerely  and  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


nOM   MISS   CATHERINE    LOUISA    SHIPLEY   TO 
B.   FRANKLIN. 

Twyford,  2  Auguat,  1785. 

Mt  bear  oood  Friend, 
You  gave  me  leave  to  write  to  you,  and  I  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  profiting  by  your  indulgence.  I  do 
assure  you,  we  all  left  your  ship  with  a  heavy  heart; 
but  the  taking  leave  was  a  scene  we  wished  to  save 
you  as  weQ  as  ourselves.    God  grant  you  may  have 
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a  good  voyage;  it  is  our  constant  toast  every  day  at 
dinner.  I  was  quite  provoked  with  myself,  when  I 
got  to  Southampton,  that  I  had  not  thought  of  some- 
thing to  leave  with  you,  that  might  have  been  useful 
during  the  voyage,  to  remind  you  of  me.  You  pro- 
duced a  housewife;  possibly  you  had  no  pincushion; 
how  happy  would  it  have  made  me  to  have  given  you 
one.  Did  you  ever  taste  the  ginger  cake^  and  think 
it  had  belonged  to  your  fellow  traveller?  In  short,  I 
want  some  excuse  for  asking,  whether  you  ever  think 
about  me. 

We  are  for  ever  talking  of  our  good  friend;  some- 
thing is  perpetually  occurring  to  remind  us  of  the  tme 
spent  with  you.  We  never  walk  in  the  garden,  with- 
out seemg  Dr.  Franklin^s  room,  and  thinking  <^  the 
work  that  was  begun  in  it.*  I  have  sincerely  wished 
you  a  good  voyage,  but  since  the  completion  <^  th^ 
work  depends  on  its  length,  I  cannot  wish  it  may  be 
short.  I  had  a  letter  from  Emily  the  night  after  I  got 
home,  to  inquire  whether  your  stay  at  Southamptoa 
would  allow  time  for  her  coming  to  see  you.  Beuj 
regretted  much  that  she  lost  that  happiness.  I  have 
written  to  dear  Georgiana  a  long  account  of  you,  for 
I  know  every  cux:umstance  will  be  interestbg  to  her.f 
Indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  from  my  father  and  mother  down 
to  their  youngest  childj  we  all  respect  and  love  you. 
I  have  not  sent  the  verses,  because  I  mtend  to  make 
them  an  excuse  for  troubling  you  with  another  letter. 
Believe  me,  my  dear  good  friend,  most  affectionatdy 
yours,  Catherine  Louisa  Shipley. 

*  It  was  in  this  room  that  Dr.  Franklin  wrote  the  fint  pert  of  ttM 
Memoira  of  his  life,  in  the  year  1771. 

t  Georgiana  Shipley  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Hare,  and  was  at  th»  tint 
residing  in  Italy. 
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VROM   DAVID   HARTLEY  TO  B.  FRANKLIir. 

London,  34  AngoBt,  1785. 

Mt  bear  Friend,  ^ 

I  thank  you  for  your  last  kind  remembrance  of  me 
jfrom  Southampton.  I  was  very  unfortunately  absent  in 
the  country  for  the  two  days,  in  which  I  could  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  seemg  you  at  Southampton,  had  I 
heard  of  your  being  there.  I  heard  it  in  London,  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  the  27th  of  July.  I  got  within 
a  anle  of  Southampton  the  next  morning,  and  met  the 
Bidiop  of  St  Asaph,  who  had  just  left  you  on  board 
end  under  sail 

I  greatly  regret  my  disappomtment  We  were  three 
of  U8,  an  of  one  name,  and  of  one  affection  and  respect 
lor  you;  though  I  must  still  claim  the  preemmence  in 
Ais  above  my  relations,  having  had  the  happmess  of 
knowing  you  most.  Although  we  are  seps^ated,  yet  I 
liope  you  know  me  too  well,  not  to  remain  always 
waived,  that  I  shall  for  ever  continue  united  with  you 
■I  our  favorite  pursuit  of  promoting  good  will  and  a 
food  understanding  between  our  two  countries,  as  the 
probable  means  of  securing  durable  peace,  that  best 
f£  human  blessings.  I  hope  you  will  remember  me, 
when  you  arrive  in  your  own  country,  and  that  you 
wffl  always  consider  me  as  an  unalterable  friend  to 
peace  and  justice,  and  for  ever  your  friend  and  well* 
wiaher. 

My  brother  and  sbter  desire  to  be  most  kindly  re- 
membered to  you,  as  likewise  my  cousin,  Mr.  Samued 
Ebrtley,  whom  you  know;  and  his  brother.  Colonel 
James  Hartley,  desires  to  join,  from  his  respect  to 
your  character,  though  he  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you.  I  hope  you  will  favor  me  with  your  cor- 
respondence, particularly  upon  any  interesting  public 

s» 
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events.  I  ask  this  of  you,  as  a  joint  fiiend  of  amity 
and  peace  between  our  two  countries.  God  bless  you 
m  health  and  happiness.  Your  ever  most  aflTectionate 
frfend,  D.  Hartiat. 


TO   JOHir  JAY. 

Giving  Information  of  his  Return  to  the  United  States 
—  Court  of  fiance. 

Philadelphia,  19  September,  1781 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  left  Pms 
the  12th  of  July,  and,  agreeably  to  the  permissicm  of 
Congress,  am  returned  to  my  own  country.  Mr,  Jef- 
ferson had  recovered  his  health,  and  was  much  es- 
teemed and  respected  there.  Our  joint  letters  have 
already  informed  you  of  our  late  proceedings,  to  whidi 
I  have  nothing  to  add,  except  that  the  last  act  I  did, 
as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  making  treaties,  was  to 
sign  with  him,  two  days  before  I  came  away,  the  trea^ 
of  friendship,  and  commerce  that  had  been  agreed  od 
with  Prussia,*  and  which  was  to  be  carried  to  the 
Hague,  by  Mr.  Short,  there  to  be  signed  by  Barao 
Thulemeier  on  the  part  of  the  King,  who,  without  the 
least  hesitation,  had  approved  and  conceded  to  the 
new  humane  articles  proposed  by  Congress.  Mr.  Short 
was  also  to  call  at  London  for  the  signature  <^  Mr. 
Adams,  who  I  learned,  when  at  Southampton,  was  wdl 
received  at  the  British  court. 

The  Captain  Lamb,  who,  in  a  letter  of  yours  to 
Mr.  Adams,  was  said  to  be  coming  to  us  with  in- 


•  See  this  Treaty  at  large  in  the  public  JoumaU  ((f  ComgrtUf  Y6L IV. 
fu639. 
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stnictions  respecting  Morocco,  had  not  appeared,  nor 
had  we  heard  any  thmg  of  him ;  so  nothmg  had  been 
done  by  us  in  that  treaty. 

I  left  the  court  of  France  in  the  same  fiiendly  dis- 
position towards  the  United  States,  that  we  have  aU 
along  experienced,  though  condemed  to  find,  that  our 
credit  is  not  better  supported  in  the  payment  of  the 
mterest  money  due  on  our  loans,  which,  in  case  of 
another  war,  must  be,  they  think,  extremely  prejudicial 
to  us,  and  mdeed  may  contribute  to  draw  on  a  war 
the  sooner,  by  affording  our  enemies  the  encouraging 
.  confidence^  that  those  who  take  so  litde  care  to  pay, 
win  not  again  find  it  easy  to  borrow.  I  received  from 
the  King,  at  my  departure,  the  present  of  his  picture 
set  round  with  diamonds,  usually  given  to  ministers 
plenipotentiary,  who  have  signed  any  treaties  with  that 
court;  and  it  is  at  the  disposition  of  Congress,  to 
whom  be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects.  I 
am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c. 

P.  S.  Not  caring  to  trust  them  to  a  common  con- 
veyance, I  send  by  my  late  secretary,  who  will  have 
the  honor  of  delivering  them  to  you,  all  the  original 
treaties  I  have  been  concerned  m  negotiating,  that  were 
completed.  Those  with  Portugal  and  Denmark  con- 
tboe  in  suspense.* 


*  DSi  fWiklin  left  Passy  on  the  12th  of  July,  and  proceeded  by  way 
of  Hafie  to  Southampton  in  England.  He  sailed  from  Cowes  on  the 
98th  of  July,  and  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  the  14th  of  September. 
K.  Hoadon  was  a  passenger  in  the  same  ship.  For  the  Addresses  of 
ymonm  public  bodies  to  Dr.  Franklin  after  his  arrival,  and  his  Answers, 
see  YoL  v.  pp.  137-141. 
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TO    OEORGE   WASHINOTOir, 

BUroducittg  M.  Houdan,  the  JktisL 

Philadelphia,  90  SepteniMry  1785L 

DxAR  Sir, 
I  am  just  arrived  from  a  country,  where  the  repu- 
tation of  General  Washington  runs  very  high,  and 
where  everybody  wishes  to  see  him  in  person;  but, 
being  tdd  that  it  is  not  likely  he  ever  will  favor  them 
with  a  visit,  they  hope  at  least  for  a  sight  of  his  per- 
fect resemblance  by  means  of  their  principal  statuary, 
M.  Houdon,  whom  Mr.  Jefferson  and  myself  agreed 
wkh  to  come  over  for  the  puipose  of  Cakmg  a  boil, 
in  order  to  make  the  intended  statue  for  the  State  of 
Virginia.  He  is  here,  but,  the  materials  and  mstra- 
ments  he  sent  down  the  Seine  from  Paris  not  being 
arrived  at  Havre  when  we  sailed,  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  them,  and  is  now  busied  in  supplying  himsdf 
here.  As  SQon  as  that  is  done,  he  proposes  to  wait 
on  you  in  Virgmia,  as  he  understands  there  is  no 
prospect  of  your  coming  hither,  which  would  indeed 
make  me  very  happy;  as  it  would  give  me  an  o^ 
portunity  of  congratulatmg  with  you  personally  on  the 
final  success  of  your  long  and  painful  labors,  ia  the 
service  of  our  country,  which  have  laid  us  all  under 
eternal  obligations.  With  the  greatest  and  most 
cere  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Frankun.* 


*  M.  Houdon  went  to  Mount  Vernon,  where  he  remained  three 
and  modelled  a  bust  of  General  Washington,  as  exact  in  all  its  ! 
ments  as  his  skill  could  make  it.  From  this  model  was  ezeeutfld  tht 
■tatue  of  Washington,  which  was  procured  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  moA 
placed  in  the  Capitol  at  Richmond.  See  Sfaku'i  Ljfk  tf  WmMtiglmkf 
p.  390. 
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TO   WILLIAM   GREENS,   GOVERNOR   OF   RHODE   ISLAND, 
AND   MRS.    GR£Eir£. 

Philadelphia,  20  September,  1785. 

I  seize  this  first  opportunity  of  acquaintmg  my  dear 
friends,  that  I  have  once  more  the  great  happiness  of 
bdng  at  home  in  my  own  country,  and  with  my  fam- 
ily, because  I  know  it  will  give  you  pleasure.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  also,  and  beg  you  to 
&Tor  me  with  a  line,  and  let  me  know  particulariy 
how  my  young  friend  Ray  does. 

I  enjoy,  thanks  to  God,  as  much  good  health  as  can 
reasonably  be  expected  at  my  time  of  life;  and  am 
erer,  with  smcere  esteem,  my  dear  friends,  yours  most 
aflfectbnately,  B.  Franklin. 


FROM  M.   D£   MARBOIS   TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Congratulates  him  on  his  Return  to  Jbnerica. 
Translation. 

New  York,  21  September,  17SS. 

Sir, 
It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that  I  have  the 
honor  to  congratulate  you  on  your  happy  return  to 
jrour  own  country.  As  a  Frenchman,  it  is  with 
9ome  degree  of  pain,  that  I  reflect  on  the  necessity, 
which  has  caused  you  again  to  join  your  feUow  citi« 
zens,  who  have  desired  to  see  you  among  them;  but 
the  six  years  that  I  have  passed  in  this  country,  and 
the  ties  I  have  formed  here,*  have  made  me  so  much 
an  American,  that  I  participate  most  smcerely  in  the 
joy,  which  all  the  worid  b  expressing  at  your  return. 

*  M.  de  Marboia  had  married  an  American  lady  of  Philadelphia. 
YOL.   X.  29 
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I  am  on  the  point  of  departing  for  St  DomingOy  and 
am  extremely  sorry,  that  the  short  time  remaimng  be- 
fore that  event  deprives  me  of  the  pleasw^  of  paymg 
my  respects  to  you  in  person  at  Philadelphia,  I  shall 
sail  in  three  or  four  days,  and  shall  be  happy  to  ex- 
ecute any  orders  with  which  you  may  favor  me.  I 
am,  &C.  Dfi  Marbois. 


TO   JOHN   JAT    AND   MRS.   JAT.* 

PhiladelpluA,  21  SepteoibCT,  ITBS. 

Dear  Friends, 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  the  16tfa,  coa- 
gratulatmg  me  on  my  safe  arrival  with  my  grandsons; 
an  event  that  indeed  makes  me  very  happy,  being  what 
I  have  long  ardently  wished,  and,  considering  the  grow- 
mg  infirmities  of  age,  began  almost  to  despair  oL  I 
am  now  in  the  bosom  of  my  family,  and  find  four  new 
litde  pratders,  who  cling  about  the  knees  <^  their 
grandpapa,  and  afford  me  great  pleasure.  The  aflfec- 
tionate  welcome  I  met  with  from  my  fellow  citizens 
was  far  beyond  my  expectation. 

I  bore  my  voyage  very  well,  and  find  myself  rather 
better  for  it,  so  that  I  have  every  possible  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  my  having  undertaken  and  performed 
it  When  I  was  at  Passy,  I  could  not  bear  a  wheel 
eaniage ;  and,  being  discouraged  in  my  ixt>ject  of  de- 


^  As  Booo  as  Mr.  Jajr  heard  of  Dr.  FnoUin's  airifil,  1m  wntm  lo 
him  as  follows. 

**  Dear  Sir ;  I  had  this  moment  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  in  a  Pena- 
sylrania  newspaper,  an  account  of  yonr  safe  arrival  with  jata  gnnd- 
■ons  at  Philadelphia.  Accept  Mrs.  Jay'k  and  my  siiieera  uii  coidU 
congratulations  on  this  happy  event;  and  our  best  wishesi  that  the  auae 
kind  Providence,  which  has  restored  you  to  your  country,  may  kmg 
bless  you  with  health  and  prosperity  in  it"— JVh9  Fort,  S^Umktr  tdA, 
178& 
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soendmg  the  Seine  in  a  boat,  by  the  difficulties  and 
tediousness  of  its  navigation  in  so  dry  a  season,  I  ac- 
cepted the  olSer  of  one  of  the  King's  litters,  carried 
by  large  mules,  which  brought  me  weB,  though  in 
walking  slowly,  to  Havre.  Thence  I  went  over  in  a 
packet-boat  to  Southampton,  where  I  stayed  four  days, 
till  the  ship  came  for  me  to  Spithead.  Several  of  my 
London  friends  came  there  to  see  me,  particularly  the 
good  Bishop  of  St  Asaph  and  family,  who  stayed  with 
me  to  the  last  In  short,  I  am  now  so  well  as  to  think 
it  possible,  that  I  may  once  more  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  both  perhaps  at  New  Ywk,  with  my  dear 
young  friends  (who  I  hope  may  not  have  quite  forgot- 
ten me);  for  I  imagine,  that  on  the  sandy  road  between 
Bmfington  and  Amboy  I  could  bear  an  easy  coach,  and 
the  rest  is  water.  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  continue 
wdi,  bang  with  true  and  great  esteem  and  affection 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Fraicklin. 


VROM   OEOROE   WASHIXOTON  TO   B.   FRANKLm. 

Mount  VernoD,  25  September,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
Amid  the  pubDc  gratulations  on  your  safe  return  to 
America,  after  a  long  absence  and  the  many  eminent 
services  you  have  rendered  it,  for  which  as  a  benefit- 
ed person  I  feel  the  obligation,  permit  an  individual  to 
join  the  public  voice  in  expressing  a  sense  of  them; 
and  to  assure  you,  that,  as  no  one  entertains  more 
respect  for  your  character,  so  no  one  can  salute  you 
with  more  smcerity  or  with  greater  pleasure,  than  I 
do  on  the  occasion.  With  the  highest  regard  and 
greatest  consideration,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

George  Washinotox. 
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FROM   OEOROE   WASHINOTON   TO   B.   FRANKLUC. 

Moant  Vernon,  26  September,  17BSL 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  just  written,  and  was  about  to  put  bto  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  gentleman  in  the  department 
of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  enclosed  letter, 
when  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  by  post  your  fisiTor 
of  the  20th  instant  I  have  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
partiality  of  the  French  nation  towards  me,  and  feel 
^Yery  sensibly  the  indulgent  expression  of  your  lett^, 
which  does  me  great  honor. 

When  it  suits  M.  Houdon  to  come  hither,  I  will  ac- 
commodate him  in  the  best  manner  I  am  able,  and 
shall  endeavour  to  render  his  stay  as  agreeable  as  I 
can.  It  would  give  me  infinite  pleasure  to  see  you. 
At  this  place  I  dare  not  look  for  it;  though  to  enter* 
tain  you  under  my  own  roof  would  be  doubly  grati* 
fymg.  When  or  whether  I  shall  ever  have  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  you  at  Philadelphia  is  uncertain,  as 
retirement  from  the  public  walks  of  life  has  not  been 
so  productive  of  leisure  and  ease  as  might  have  been 
expected.  With  very  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  &c. 

George  WASHiNOTOir. 


FROM   JOHN   JAT   TO   B.   FRANKLIN. 

New  York,  4  October,  178S. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  grandson,  whom  it  gave  me  great  {deasure  to 
see,  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  ago  your  kind  letter  of 
the  21st  of  last  month.  Your  being  again  with  your 
family,  the  manner  in  which  the  French  court  parted 
with  you,   the  attention   you  experienced  from  your 
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English  friends,  and  the  reception  you  met  with  from 
your  fellow  citizens,  are  circumstances  that  must  give 
you  great  satisfaction. 

It  strikes  me,  that  you  will  find  it  somewhat  diffi- 
cult to  manage  the  two  parties  in  Pennsylvania;  it  is 
much  to  be  wished,  that  union  and  harmony  may  be 
reestablished  there,  and,  if  you  accomplish  it,  much 
honor  and  many  blessings  will  result  from  it.  Unless 
you  do  it,  I  do  not  know  who  can;  for,  independent 
of  experience  and  talents,  you  possess  their  confidence, 
and  your  advice  and  measures  must  derive  very  great 
weight  fix)m  the  reputation  and  consideration  you  enjoy. 

Why  your  letters,  respecting  your  grandson,  have 
not  bc^n  more  efficacious,  I  cannot  explain.  The  ap- 
pdntment  of  persons  in  the  foreign  department,  has  in 
no  instance  been  referred  to  me,  for  my  advice  or 
(^Mnion.  Jealousy  of  power  and  influence  m  bdividu- 
als  as  well  as  bodies  of  men,  seems  to  characterize 
tbe  spirit  of  the  times,  and  has  much  operation  both 
cm  men  and  measures. 

We  are  happy  to  find,  that  you  think  of  visiting 
New  York.  By  the  road  from  Burlington  to  Amboy, 
which  is  smooth  and  but  short,  you  might  doubtless 
came  with  very  little  inconvenience,  especially  as  you 
may  travel  at  your  leisure,  and  take  as  many  days  as 
your  ease  and  the  weather  may  require.  Mrs.  Jay  is 
exceedingly  pleased  with  this  idea,  and  sincerely  joins 
with  me  in  wishing  to  see  it  realized.  Her  attach- 
ments are  strong,  and  that  to  you,  being  founded  m 
esteem  and  the  recollection  of  kind  offices,  is  particu- 
larly so.  I  suspect  your  little  friend  has  forgotten  your 
person ;  your  name  is  familiar  to  her,  as  indeed  it  will 
be  to  every  generation.  With  the  best  wishes,  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

John  Jay. 

VOL.   X.  T 
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FROM   M.    LE    YEILLARD   TO    B.   FRANKLIIT. 

Rumor  of  Dr.  Franklin^s  being  captured  by  the  M- 
gerines.  —  Cardinal  Rohan  and  the  Diamond  JYeek- 
lace.  —  Mademoiselle  Brillon. 

Translation. 

PiMjr,  9  Oetobw,  17851 

Mt  dear  Friend, 

We  are  waiting  with  the  greatest  impatience  to  hear 
from  you.  The  newspapers  have  given  us  anxiety  on 
your  account;  for  some  of  them  insist  that  you  hare 
been  taken  by  the  Algerines,  while  others  pretend  that 
you  are  at  Morocco,  enduring  your  slavery  with  all  the 
patience  of  a  philosopher.  These  reports  ludcily  have 
not  been  confirmed;  but  we  shall  not  be  entirdy  U 
our  ease  until  we  see  your  handwritmg,  dated  at  Phihip 
delphia.  You  cannot  imagine  how  sad  we  have  felt 
ever  since  you  have  left  us,  and  how  often  we  apeak 
of  you.  This  we  shall  never  cease  to  da  There  ii 
even  po(n*  Castor,  who  never  knows  what  to  do  with 
himself  on  Sunday  mornings. 

We  have  again  for  a  moment  had  fears  of  a  war 
with  the  Emperor.  He  had  some  difficulty  in  comii^ 
to  a  final  settlement  with  the  Dutch;  but,  fortunalelf* 
all  is  at  last  concluded  and  signed.  The  King  of 
Prussia,  moreover,  who  is  in  a  fine  position  at  this 
moment,  is  at  the  head  of  a  confederacy  of  ahnost  aB 
the  States  of  Germany,  to  resist  all  attempts  at  ag- 
grandizement on  the  part  of  the  Emperor.  As  to  your 
countrymen,  have  they  at  last  found  a  solid  basis  od 
which  to  rest  their  fabric  ?  Can  they  sustain  their  lib- 
erty? Certainly  they  have  great  need  of  your  wisQ 
counsels. 

You  will  be  astonished  to  hear,  that  we  have  just 
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arrested  m  his  full  dress,  and  sent  to  the  Bastille,  a  car- 
dinal,* who  is  a  prince  and  bishop  of  Strasburg.  This 
cardinal,  who  has  an  income  of  more  than  twelve 
hundred  thousand  livres,  took  from  a  jeweller's  on 
credit^  and  on  the  Queen's  account,  a  diamond  neck- 
lace, worth  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  livres. 
Accused  by  her  before  the  King,  he  has  produced  a 
Bote,  which,  as  he  pretends,  he  believed  to  have  been 
written  and  signed  by  her.  His  trial  is  going  on  be- 
fore the  Parliament  of  Paris,  and  his  sentence  will  be 
pronounced  after  the  vacation.  He  is  in  the  uncom- 
fortable dOemma  of  being  able  to  prove  that  he  is  not 
a  knave,  only  by  provmg  that  he  is  a  fooL 

MademcHselle  Brillon  is  to  be  married  on  the  20th 
of  thb  month  to  M.  Viasal  de  Malachet,  son  of  one 
of  the  Sing's  secretaries.  He  is  a  counsellor  at  the 
Court  of  Aids,  and  is  to  leave  that  business  to  take  the 
office  of  M.  BriUon,  with  whom  the  young  couple  are 
to  Hve,  Tour  friends  can  never  cease  to  regret  your 
absence.  I  am  asked  about  you  ten  times  a  day. 
They  all  send  you  their  affectionate  regards.  I  hope 
you  have  been  mdustrious  during  your  passage,  and 
Aat  you  have  finished  your  Memoirs  and  will  send 
them  to  me.t  My  wife  and  daughter  unite  with  me, 
and  we  all  beg  you  to  remember,  that  nobody  in  the 
worid  k>ves  you  more  affectionately  than  we  do. 

Le  Veillard. 


*The  Cardina]  de  Rohan. 

f  The  fint  part  of  the  Memoirs  of  his  life,  written  in  England,  Dr. 
ninklin  had  communicated  to  M.  le  Veillard,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
tbe  author  of  the  French  translation. 
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FROM   JOHN    FITCH   TO   B.    FRANKLIIT. 

Concerning  a  new  Steamboat. 

Bucks  County,  12  October,  I78S. 

Sir, 

The  subscriber  begs  leave  to  trouble  you  with  some- 
thing further  on  the  subject  of  a  steamboat.  His  san- 
guine opinion  in  favor  of  its  answering  the  purpose 
to  his  utmost  wishes,  emboldens  him  to  presume  thb 
letter  will  not  give  offence.  And  if  his  opinion  carries 
him  to  excess,  he  doubts  not  but  your  Excellency  wiD 
make  proper  allowance. 

It  is  a  matter,  in  his  opinion,  of  the  first  magDitude, 
not  only  to  the  United  States,  but  to  every  maritime 
power  in  the  world ;  and  he  is  full  in  the  belief  that 
it  will  answer  for  sea  voyages  as  well  as  for  rnhnd 
navigation,  in  particular  for  packets,  where  there  may 
be  a  great  number  of  passengers.  He  is  also  of  opioioii, 
that  fuel  for  a  short  voyage  would  not  exceed  the 
weight  of  water  for  a  long  one,  and  it  would  produce 
a  constant  supply  of  fresh  water.  He  also  believes^ 
that  the  boat  would  make  head  against  the  most  vio- 
lent tempests,  and  thereby  escape  the  danger  of  a  lee 
shore;  and  that  the  same  force  may  be  applied  to  a 
pump  to  free  a  leaky  ship  of  her  water.  What  em- 
boldens him  to  be  thus  presuming,  as  to  the  good 
effects  of  the  machine,  is  the  almost  omnipotent  force 
by  which  it  is  actuated,  and  the  very  simple,  easy, 
and  natural  way  by  which  the  screws  or  paddles  are 
turned  to  answer  the  purpose  of  oars. 

I  expect  to  return  from  Kentucky  about  the  Ist  of 
June  next,  and  nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure 
than  to  make  an  essay  under  your  patronage,  and 
have  your  friendly  assistance  in  introducing  another 
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useful  art  into  the  woiid.    With  the  most  perfect  re 
qpect,  I  am,  &c 

John  Fitch.* 


FROM   GAETANO    FILANOIERI   TO  B.   FRANKLIN. 

Sending  to  Dr.  Franklin  a  Copy  of  his  Work  on 
Legislation. 

Translation. 

Dalla  Cava,  34  October,  178S. 

Sir, 
Tlie  publication  of  three  more  volumes  of  my  work 
aff<M:ds  me  a  new  opportunity  of  testifying  to  you  my 
respect,  and  the  attention  due  from  me.t  Your  return 
to  America,  so  glorious  to  yourself,  and  the  great  dis- 
tance which  separates  us,  far  from  exempting  me  from 
dus  duty,  only  render  the  fulfilment  c^  it  the  more 
praisew(Hlhy,  by  the  difficulties  and  the  obstacles  which 

*  It  appears  by  the  foliowing  certificate,  which  was  given  two  years 
iter  the  above  letter  was  written,  that  Mr.  Fitch  attained  to  some  de- 
gree of  success  in  the  construction  of  his  steamboat 

^PhtUMpkia,  Dteembtr  Vm,  1787.  These  may  certify,  that  the 
•abecriber  has  frequently  seen  Mr.  Fitch's  steamboat,  which,  frith  great 
labor  and  perseverance  he  has  at  length  completed,  and  has  likewise 
Wen  on  board  when  the  boat  was  worked  against  both  wind  and  tide 
wiiii  a  very  considerable  degree  of  velocity  by  the  force  of  steam  only. 
Mi;  Fitch's  merit  in  constructing  a  good  steam-engine,  and  applying  it 
to  00  neefiil  a  purpose,  will  no  doubt  meet  with  the  encouragement  he 
00  joody  deserves  from  the  generosity  of  his  countrymen,  especially 
tiiooe  who  wish  to  promote  every  improvement  of  the  useful  arts  in 
America.  **  David  Rittenhousk." 

f  Allading  to  his  great  work  on  the  ScUnct  of  LegiskUionj  the  first 
two  volames  of  which  were  published  in  1780,  the  two  following  in 
17839  and  three  others  in  1785.  Cava,  the  place  at  which  the  above 
letter  is  dated,  is  a  small  village  eight  leagues  from  Naples,  to  which 
tiie  author  had  retired,  that  he  might  apply  himself  uninterruptedly  to 
tiie  composition  of  this  work,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  of  ita  kind, 

TOL.  X.  30  T* 
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are  to  be  surmounted.  I  send  you  at  present  but  a 
single  copy  of  these  three  volumes,  because  I  do  not 
know,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  ascertain  fh)m  Signor 
Pio,  how  many  copies  of  the  former  volumes  of  my 
work  he  has  forwarded.  You  have  only  to  inform  me 
of  the  number,  and  to  give  me  the  address  of  the  per- 
son in  France  to  whom  the  packet  is  to  be  directed, 
and  I  will  immediately  send  a  similar  number  of  copies 
of  the  volumes  just  published.  These  contain  the 
fourth  book  of  the  work,  which  has  for  its  subject  the 
laws  which  concern  education^  manners^  and  public  in- 
struction.  My  ideas  on  these  subjects  are  certainly 
new,  but  are  they  sound  ?  As  to  this  point,  it  belongs 
to  you,  more  than  to  any  one  else,  to  decide. 

May  you  enjoy.  Sir,  the  laurels  to  which  your  tal- 
enis  and  your  virtues  so  well  entitle  you.  The  bles- 
sings, invoked  on  your  name  by  a  great  natbn,  are 
the  only  reward  worthy  of  the  author  of  their  Hhertj 
and  the  avenger  of  their  wrongs.  God  grant,  that  yoar 
years  may  be  prolonged  according  to  the  wbhes  and 

in  regard  both  to  its  plan  and  execution,  which  hai  erer  been  p«^ 
lished.     M.  Salfi,  in  his  ^ge  de  FUangiari^  prefixed  to  a  French 
lation  of  the  Scienza  ddla  Ltgidaxionty  printed  at  Paris  in  1899;  i 
the  following  particulars. 

**  Le  c^l^bre  Franklin,  reconnoissant  en  Filangieri  an  homn 
ble  de  faire  de  son  pays  ce  qu'il  avoit  fait,  lui,  dee  tots-Unis,  \m 
envoya,  ainsi  qu*au  roi  des  Deux-Siciles,  on  exemplaire  de  la  coMtili- 
tion  do  cette  naissante  r^publique.  II  s'eropressa  mtoie  de  r^pudre  fe 
•Science  dt  la  Ufcislation  parmi  ses  nouToaux  concitqyem,  <|ai  recoom> 
rent  et  appr^cierent  bientot  dans  son  auteur  un  de  lean  frH«a»  On 
pout  regarder  comme  un  t^moignage  de  reconnoissance  donnA  4  tm 
modemes  r^publicains,  ce  que  firent  en  m^me  temps  qnelqnee  philuH 
thropes  du  royaume  de  Naples.  lis  d^cor^rent  du  noro  de  PkQudtlpkm 
une  villo  de  Calabre,  qu*on  vit  renaitre  de  ses  mines  aprte  le  fmrnblo 
nient  de  terre  de  1783.  Jc  relive  cette  circonstance  perticnli^re  poor 
qne  le  voyageur  6clair^  ne  voie  pas,  dans  ce  nx>nainent,  Toomfe  dt 
U  bizarrerie  ou  du  hasard ;  il  doit  y  admirer  on  indice  incooteiUble  dm 
progres  que  Tesprit  de  Filangieri  commen^oit  i  faire  an  milieo  dm 
Calabrois." 
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the  interests  of  that  nation,  and  that  your  advanced 
age  may  not  prevent  you  from  strengthenmg,  and  per- 
fecting, and  placing  upon  an  eternal  foundation  by 
wise  laws,  the  work  achieved  by  a  just  indignation 
and  by  valor.  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  m 
sincmty,  Sir,  your  most  devoted  and  obedient  servant, 

Gaetano  Filaiyoieri. 


TO   DAVID   HARTLEY. 

State  of  America. 

Philadelphia,  27  October,  1785. 

.    Dear  Sir, 

I  received  at  Havre  de  Grace  six  copies  of  your 
print,  which  I  have  brought  with  me  hither.  I  shall 
frame  and  keep  one  of  them  in  my  best  room.  I 
ahaH  send  one  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  give  the  others  among 
some  friends  who  esteem  and  respect  you  as  we  do 

Your  newspapers  are  filled  with  accounts  of  dis- 
tresses and  miseries,  that  these  States  are  plunged  into 
since  their  separation  from  Britain.  You  may  believe 
me  when  I  tell  you,  that  there  is  no  truth  in  those 
accounts.  I  find  all  property  in  lands  and  houses  aug- 
mented vastly  in  value;  that  of  houses  in  towns  at 
feast  fourfold.  The  crops  have  been  plentiful,  and  yet 
the  produce  sells  high,  to  the  great  profit  of  the  far- 
mer. At  the  same  time,  all  imported  goods  sell  at  low 
rates^  some  cheaper  than  the  first  cost.  Working 
peojrfe  have  plenty  of  employ  and  high  pay  for  their 
Ubor. 

These  appear  to  me  as  certain  signs  of  public  pros- 
perity. Some  traders,  indeed,  complain  that  trade  is 
doad;  but  this  pretended  evil  is  not  an  efiect  of  in- 
ability in  the  people  to  buy,  pay  for,  and  consume  the 
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usual  articles  of  commerce,  as  far  as  they  have  occa- 
sion for  them;  it  is  owing  merely  to  there  b^ng  too 
many  traders,  who  have  crowded  hither  frcmi  all  parts 
of  Europe  with  more  goods  than  the  natural  denumd 
of  the  country  requires.  And  what  in  Euit^  is  called 
the  debt  of  America,  is  chiefly  the  debt  to  these  ad- 
venturers  and  supercai^oes  to  their  principals,  with 
which  the  settled  inhabitants  of  America,  who  never 
paid  better  for  what  they  want  and  buy,  have  nothmg 
to  do.  As  to  the  contentment  of  the  inhabitants  with 
the  change  of  government,  methinks  a  stronger  proof 
cannot  be  desired,  than  what  they  have  given  in  my 
reception.  You  know  the  part  I  had  in  that  change, 
and  you  see  in  the  papers  the  addresses  from  all 
ranks  vnth  which  your  friend  was  welcomed  home, 
and  the  sentiments  they  contain  confirmed  yesterdaj 
m  the  chcMce  of  him  for  President  by  the  Council  and 
new  Assembly,  which  was  unanimous,  a  single  vmoe  hi 
seventy-seven  excepted. 

I  remember  you  used  to  wish  for  newspapers  from 
America.  Herewith  I  send  a  few,  and  you  shaD  be 
regularly  supplied,  if  you  can  put  me  in  a  way  of 
sending  them,  so  as  that  you  may  not  be  obliged  to 
pay  postage.  With  unchangeable  esteem  and  respect 
I  am,  my  dear  fiiend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FRAlTKLDr. 


TO   MRS.   MART   HRWSOIT. 

Philadelphia,  30  October,  178BL 

I  received  my  dear  friend's  letter  of  July  23d,  it 
Southampton,  where  I  arrived  the  24th,  and  stayed  tOl 
the  28th.  I  believe  I  acquainted  you  by  a  line,  mi* 
mediately  after  my  arrival  here,  that  we  had  a  ple^s- 
anty  and  not  a  long  passage,  in  which  there  was  bvt 
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one  day,  a  day  of  violent  storm,  in  which  I  was  glad 
you  were  not  with  us.  I  had  the  happiness  of  finding 
my  family  well,  and  of  being  very  kindly  received  by 
my  country  folks. 

I  say  nothing  to  persuade  your  commg,  because  I 
said  in  a  former  letter,  I  would  leave  you  entirely  to 
your  own  judgment,  which  is  very  good.  I  would 
only  mention  the  fact,  that,  on  inquiry  I  am  informed 
the  usual  apprentice-fee  to  a  mercantile  house  of  emi- 
nence, is  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling.  I  am  plunged  agam  into  public  busi- 
ness, as  deep  as  ever;  and  can  now  only  add  my 
k)ve  to  the  dear  children,  in  which  this  family  all  join. 
Temple  is  just  gone  to  look  at  his  lands,  and  Ben  is 
at  college  to  complete  his  studies.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklik. 


FROM   RICHARD   PRICE   TO   B.  FRANKLIN. 

Newington  Green,  5  November,  1785. 

Dear  Friend, 
I  heard  a  few  days  ago  with  particular  pleasure  of 
your  safe  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  joy  with 
which  you  were  received  there.  We  had  been  alarm- 
ed here  by  accounts  in  the  public  papers  of  your  be- 
ing taken  by  an  Algerine  pirate,  and  carried  into 
davery.  I  was  so  foolish  as  to  believe  this  account, 
when  I  first  read  it;  but  a  litde  inquiry  and  consid- 
eration soon  convinced  me,  that  the  distress  it  gave 
me  was  groundless.  May  you  still  live  to  be  happy 
in  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  your  country,  and  to 
bless  it  by  your  counsel  It  was  a  mortification  to 
me,  that  I  could  not  make  one  of  the  friends,  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  bemg  with  you  at  Southampton. 
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I  return  you  many  thanks  for  the  kmd  lines  you  sent 
me  from  thence.    They  gave  me  great  pteasure. 

I  received  some  time  ago  from  Mr.  Vaughan  a  di- 
ploma,  constituting  me  a  member  of  the  Philosophical 
Society  at  Philadelphia.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to 
convey  to  the  President  and  other  members  of  the 
Society,  in  whatever  manner  you  may  think  proper,  my 
very  grateful  acknowledgments?  I  cannot  but  be  im- 
pressed by  the  honors  they  have  done  me,  and  I  hope 
they  will  accept  my  wishes  of  their  increasing  credit 
and  prosperity,  to  which,  were  it  m  my  powo*,  I  shoukl 
be  glad  to  contribute. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  hostile  aspect  of  affairs  between 
this  country  and  yours.  The  general  cry  during  die 
war  was,  that  the  colonies  were  too  important  to  be 
given  up,  and  that  our  essential  mterests  depended  « 
keeping  them.  It  seems  now  to  be  discovered  among 
us,  that  they  are  of  no  use  to  us ;  and  the  issue  may  he, 
that  we  shall  lose  the  trade  and  friendship  of  an  in- 
creasing  worid,  and  throw  it  into  the  scale  cf  France. 
Our  restramts,  however,  will  do  good  to  the  United 
States,  should  their  effect  be  to  oblige  them  to  strength- 
en their  federal  government,  to  check  their^fage  for 
trade,  and  to  render  them  more  independoit,  by  caus- 
mg  them  to  find  all  they  want  withm  themselves. 

Should  you  happen  to  see  Mr.  Vaughan,  or  any  of 
his  family,  deliver  my  kind  compliments  to  tfaeok 
With  every  respectful  sentiment,  and  the  most  nAo* 
tionate  regard,  I  am  ever  yours, 

Richard  Priob. 
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TO   JOEClf   BARD   AND   MRS.   BARD. 

Philadelphia,  14  November,  1785. 

Dear  Frieitds, 

I  received  your  kind  letter,  which  gave  me  great 
pleasure,  as  it  informed  me  of  your  welfare.  Your 
fiiendly  congratulations  are  very  obliging.  I  had  on 
my  return  some  right,  as  you  observe,  to  expect  re- 
pose; and  it  was  my  intention  to  avoid  all  public 
basRness.  But  I  had  not  firmness  enough  to  resist 
the  unanimous  desire  of  my  country  folks ;  and  I  find 
myself  harnessed  again  in  their  service  for  another 
year.  They  engrossed  the  prime  of  my  life.  They 
have  eaten  my  flesh,  and  seem  resolved  now  to  pick 
my  bones.  You  are  right  in  supposing,  that  I  interest 
myself  in  every  thing  that  affects  you  and  yours,  sym- 
pathizing in  your  afflictions,  and  rejoicmg  in  your  felici- 
ties; for  our  friendship  is  ancient,  and  was  never  ob- 
scured by  the  least  cloud. 

I  thank  you  for  your  civilities  to  my  grandson,  and 
am  ever,  with  sincere  and  great  esteem  and  regard, 
my  dear  friends,  yours  most  afiectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   MATHON   D£   LA   COUR. 

Philadelphia,  18  November,  1785, 

Sir, 
I  received  duly  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
writing  to  me  on  the  25th  of  June  past,  together  with 
the  collection  you  have  made  des  comptes  rendus  de 
tos  eontr^eurs  gineraux;  and  your  Discours  sur  les 
MojiensdPencaurager  le  Patriotisme  dans  les  Monarchies. 
The  first  is  a  valuable  work,  as  containing  a  great  deal 
of  useful  information ;  but  the  second  I  am  particular- 
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ly  charmed  with,  the  sentiments  being  delightfully  just, 
and  expressed  with  such  force  and  clearness,  that  I  am 
persuaded  the  pamphlet,  though  small,  must  have  a 
great  effect  on  the  minds  of  both  princes  iftnd  peo- 
ple, and  thence  be  productive  of  much  •  good  to  man- 
kind. Be  pleased  to  accept  my  hearty  thanks  for  both. 
It  is  right  to  be  sowing  good  seed  whenever  we 
have  an  opportunity,  since  some  of  it  may  be  produc- 
tive. An  mstance  of  this  you  should  be  acquainted 
with,  as  it  may  afford  you  pleasure.  The  readmg  erf 
Fartun6  Ricard^s  Testament^  has  put  it  into  the  head 
and  heart  of  a  citizen  to  leave  two  thousand  pounds 
sterling  to  two  American  cities,  who  are  to  lend  it  in 
small  sums  at  five  per  cent  to  young  beginners  in 
business ;  and  the  accumulation,  aflter  a  hundred  years^ 
to  be  laid  out  in  public  works  of  benefit  to  those 
cities.*  With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  he. 
Sir,  &C.  B.  Franujk. 


TO   EDWARD   BANCROFT. 

Proposed  new  Edition  of  Dr.  Frofiklin^s  Writmgs. 

Philadelphia,  26  Noyember,  178SL 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  September  5th,  in- 
forming me  of  the  intention  Mr.  Dilly  has  of  printing 
a  new  edition  of  my  writings,  and  of  his  desire,  that  I 
would  furnish  him  with  such  additions  as  I  may  think 
proper.  At  present  all  my  papers  and  manuscripts  are 
so  mixed  with  other  things,  by  the  confusions  occtp 
sioned  in  sudden  and  various  removals  during  the  hte 
troubles,  that  I  can  hardly  find  any  thing.  But,  haTing 
neariy  finished  an  addition  to  my  house,  which  w31  af* 

•  899  Dr.  Franklin*!  WiU. 
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ford  me  room  to  put  all  in  order,  I  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  comply  with  such  a  request;  but  I  hope  Mr. 
Dilly  will  have  a  good  understanding  in  the  afiair  with 
Henry  and  Johnson,  who,  having  risked  the  former 
Impressions,  may  suppose  they  thereby  acquired  some 
i^ht  in  the  copy.  As  to  the  Lift  proposed  to  be 
written,  if  it  be  by  the  same  hand  who  furnished  a 
sketch  to  Dr.  Liettsom,  which  he  sent  me,  I  am  afraid 
it  will  be  found  too  full  of  errors  for  either  you  or  me 
to  correct ;  and,  having  been  persuaded  by  my  friends^ 
Messrs.  Vaughan  and  M.  Le  Veillard,  Mr.  James  of 
tins  place,  and  some  others,  that  such  a  Life^  written 
by  myself^  may  be  useful  to  the  rising  generation,  I 
Imve  made  some  progress  m  it,  and  hope  to  finish 
it  this  winter;  so  I  cannot  but  wish  that  project  of 
Mr.  Dilly's  biographer  may  be  laid  aside.  I  am  never- 
Adess  thankful  to  you  for  your  friendly  ofier  of  cor- 
recting it 

As  to  public  affairs,  it  is  long  smce  I  gave  over  all 
expectations  of  a  commercial  treaty  between  us  and 
Brham;  and  I  think  we  can  do  as  well,  or  better, 
without  one  than  she  can.  Our  harvests  are  plenty,  our 
produce  fetches  a  high  price  in  hard  money,  and  there 
are  in  ev^y  part  of  our  country  incontestable  marks 
of  public  felicity.  We  discover,  indeed,  some  errors  in 
our  general  and  particular  constitutions ;  which  it  is  no 
wonder  they  should  have,  the  time  in  which  they  were 
fixmed  bemg  considered.  But  these  we  shall  soon 
mend.  The  little  disorders  you  have  heard  of  in  some 
of  the  States,  raised  by  a  few  wrong  heads,  are  sub- 
siding, and  will  probably  soon  be  extinguished.  My 
best  wishes,  and  those  of  my  family,  attend  you.  We 
shall  be  happy  to  see  you  here,  when  it  suits  you  to 
lisit  us ;  being  with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  my  dear 
fnead)  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Frankuh. 

TOL.  X.  31  U 
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FROM   JONATHAN   SHIPLEY,   BISH<W   OF  ST.   A8AFH» 
TO   B.    FRANKUN. 

Twyford,  37  Norember,  I78S. 

Mr  DEAR  Friend, 

I  felt  myself  much  obliged  to  your  worthy  Dq>hew, 
Mr.  Williams,  for  the  account  of  your  safe  airivaJ,  and 
very  honorable  reception  at  Philadelphia.  Our  last 
short  interview  at  Southampton  was  so  much  m  mixed 
company,  and  your  hours  were  so  entirely  taken  up 
with  the  final  business  of  leavmg  this  ungrateful  ooun- 
try,  that  I  hardly  found  a  single  opportunity  for  the 
confidential  mformation,  to  which  our  old  friendship 
seemed  to  entitle  us,  and  I  on  my  part  was  very  ready 
to  give. 

But,  to  own  the  truth,  I  had  but  little  curiosity  to 
know  the  particulars  of  your  negotiations  with  dthsr 
the  French  or  the  English  minbters.  The  eient  has 
shown,  that,  in  their  own  arts,  you  were  not  inferior  to 
the  ablest  of  them.  I  had  much  rather  hear  from  yon, 
with  what  prudence  and  success  your  countrymen 
proceed  in  reviving  and  establishing  that  civil  liberty, 
which  is  extinguished  everywhere  else.  Sure  there 
never  was  opened  so  fine  a  field  for  makbg  experi- 
ments  and  improvements  in  the  philosophy  of  govern- 
ment, which  I  take  to  be  the  noblest  species  of  phi* 
losophy  that  can  exercise  the  mind  of  man.  But  your 
great  blessing  is,  that  he,  who  is  best  able  to  sare  his 
country,  is  sure  of  being  rewarded.  Make  the  most 
of  the  golden  opportunity.  It  has  seldom  lasted  long. 
I  live  in  a  very  difierent  scene,  where  the  most  un- 
profitable and  perhaps  the  most  dangerous  part  a  man 
can  act,  is,  to  mention  the  faults  or  prc^iose  any  amend- 
ment in  our  corrupt  and  shattered  frame  of  goven- 
ment  Yet  I  feel  ever)-  day  more  reason  to  be ; 
with  the  part  I  myself  have  acted. 


Mt.  m]  CORRESPONDENCE.  243 

But  whether  you  had  rather  give  us  only  an  ac- 
couDt  of  your  domestic  circumstances,  which  I  think 
must  necessarily  be  happy,  I  fancy  you  will  give  me 
credit  for  saying,  that  nobody  will  be  more  warmly 
interested  in  what  concerns  you,  than  the  part  of  my 
fiunHy  you  saw  at  Southampton.  Mrs.  Shipley  and  her 
daughter  Kitty,  in  then-  passion  for  you,  rival  Geor- 
giana.  They  agree  with  me  in  interesting  ourselves  for 
•U  the  worthy  family  party  we  met  with  you.  I  wish 
your  nephew,  and  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Williams,  suc- 
cess in  aD  his  future  views.  He  can  hardly  undertake 
any  busmess  for  which  he  is  unqualified.  Your  prom- 
img  grandson,  who  has  the  courage  to  tread  in  your 
eariy  steps,  I  hope,  will  preserve  the  same  generous 
emulation  through  his  life.  Few  professions  are  in  my 
eyes  more  respectable,  than  the  character  of  a  printer, 
who  excels  in  his  art.  Aldus  and  Stephens  stand 
high  as  men  of  letters,  and  made  their  learning  and 
criticism  subservient  to  their  business. 

Let  me  hope,  that  you  will  sometimes  remember, 
amidst  the  applauses  of  your  countrymen,  that  there 
is  a  family  in  England,  who  love  you  as  well  as  your 
own.    Your  ever  affectionate 

J.  St.  Asaph. 


TO   JAMES    BOWDOIN. 


Dr.  Jeffries^ s  Mrial  Voyage  from  England  to  France. 

Philftdelphia,  1  January,  1786. 

Mt  dear  Friend, 
It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  receive  your  kind  let- 
ter of  congratulation,   as  it  proved,   that  all  my  old 
fiiends  in  Boston  were  not  estranged  from  me  by  the 
malevdent  misrepresentations  of  my  conduct,  that  had 
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been  circulated  there,  but  that  one  of  the  most  esteemed 
still  retained  a  regard  for, me.  Indeed,  you  are  now 
almost  the  only  one  left  me  by  nature;  death  having, 
since  we  were  last  together,  deprived  me  of  my  dear 
Cooper,  Winthrop,  and  Quincy. 

I  have  not  received  the  letter  you  mention  to  have 
sent  me  with  some  Memoirs,  under  cover  to  Dr.  Price. 
I  must  have  left  Europe  before  they  got  to  his  hands ; 
but  he  will  doubtless  send  them  to  me  by  the  first 
convenient  opportunity.  It  was  not  necessary  to  make 
any  apology  for  the  liberty  you  say  you  have  taken  in 
those  Memoirs,  in  making  observations  on  my  Queries 
upon  light,  for  I  am  sure  they  will  help  me  to  under- 
stand it  better,  and  that  must  make  them  agreeable  to 
me.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  whole  volume,*  which 
you  are  so  kind  as  to  promise  me;  and  I  hope  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months  to  be  able  to  make  re- 
turns, in  a  second  volume  of  our  MemcHrs^f  now  in  die 
press. 

I  sent  to  you  by  Mr.  Gerry,  some  weeks  since.  Dr. 
Jeffries's  account  of  his  aerial  voyage  from  England  to 
France,  which  I  received  from  him  just  before  I  left 
that  country.  In  his  letter,  that  came  with  it,  he  re- 
quests  I  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  printed,  because  a 
copy  of  it  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  for  the  Royal  Society,  and  was  to  be  r^ 
there  in  November.  If  they  should  not  thbk  fit  to 
publish  it,  as  I  apprehend  may  be  the  case,  they  hav- 
ing hitherto  avoided  meddling  with  the  subject  of  bal- 
loons, I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  minutes  returned  to 
me.    In  the  mean  time,  I  thought  it  might  afford  some 


*  First  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  American  Acadeoij  of  Aiti  I 
Beieiicee. 
f  TraDMCtions  of  the  Americ&a  Philoeophical  Societj. 
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amusement  to  you  and  to  your  Society.*  My  acqusdnt- 
ance  with  Dr.  Jeffries  began  by  his  bringing  me  a 
lettar  in  France,  the  first  through  the  air,  from  England. 
With  best  wishes  of  many  happy  new  years  to  you, 
and  good  Madam  Bowdoin,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  Sir,  &c.  B.  Frakkun.! 


FROM   THE   DUKE   DE   LA   ROCHEFOUCAULD 
TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  8  Febraary,  1786L 

Mt  dear  Friend, 
I  have  heard  of  you  through  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
If.  le  Yeillard.  The  latter  showed  me  the  letter,  in 
which  you  announced  to  him  your  nomination  to  the 
oflice  of  President,  and  I  admired  the  resolution  which 
determined  you  to  take  upon  yourself  an  employment 
§0  fatiguing,  but  in  which  you  can  labor  effectually  (or 
the  happmess  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  that  of  the  other 

.•The  paper  was  printed  in  London,  entitled,  "A  Narrative  of  two 
A&ial  Voyages,"  4to.  178a 

f  Extract  from  a  letter  to  his  sister. 

^nUaddj^aa,  24  Jantuuy,  1786.  Your  letter  to  Mr.  V.  seems  to 
me  very  proper  and  well  written,  and  I  think  he  was  wrong  in  detaining 
iSbfB  fi^e  dollars.  But  when  we  consider  that  he  was  under  no  legal 
obligation  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by  his  son,  we  may  be  glad,  that  we 
have  received  so  much  of  it,  and  that,  when  it  is  common  to  pay  the 
interest  of  an  old  debt  in  ill  language,  he  has  paid  you  only  in  silence. 
It  10  a  family  I  have  formerly  been  in  friendship  with,  and  I  would  not 
have  you  trouble  them  with  any  further  demands. 

^  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  blaming  me  for  accepting  the  government 
[tiie  office  of  President  of  Pennsylvania].  We  have  all  of  us  wisdom 
enoogh  to  judge  what  others  ought  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  affairs ;  and  it  is  possible  I  might  blame  you  as  much 
if  you  were  to  accept  the  offer  of  a  young  husband.  My  example  may 
taach  you  not  to  be  too  confident  in  your  own  prudence,  as  it  teaches 
me  not  to  be  surprised  at  such  an  event,  should  it  really  happen.** 
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States,  upon  which  the  example  of  your  own  will  as- 
suredly have  a  great  influence.  I  know  that  two  pow- 
erful  and  nearly  equal  parties  support  different  princi- 
ples as  the  basis  of  the  Constitution;  but  nobody  is 
better  qualified  than  yourself  to  conciliate  both  of  them, 
and  to  obtain,  not  perhaps  the  constitution  most  ab- 
solutely perfect,  but  at  least,  as  Solon  said,  the  best 
which  your  fellow  citizens  are  able  to  bear. 

This  is  the  critical  moment  for  the  Americans.  The 
return  of  peace  and  the  certainty  of  mdependence  de- 
mand of  them  a  general  revision  of  then-  law!^  and  the 
formation  of  new  codes,  no  longer  a  servile  imitatkm 
of  the  laws  of  England,  but  dictated  by  reason,  con- 
formed to  then-  actual  situation,  and  adapted  to  msure 
the  happiness  of  States  and  individuals.  In  legislatioD 
you  must  be  the  teachers  of  the  world,  which  is  ez- 
pectmg  from  you  some  important  lessons. 

I  will  not  trespass  upon  the  time  of  so  busy  a  man 
as  yourself,  and  will  therefore  close  by  offering  yon 
the  compliments  of  all  my  family,  to  which  M.  de  Con* 
dorcet  requests  me  to  add  his.  That  your  life  and 
health  may  be  prolonged  is  the  unanimous  prayer  of 
all  those,  who  have  ever  heard  of  you.  All,  who  have 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowmg  you,  add  the  hope^ 
that  they  may  retain  a  place  in  your  fnendship.  I 
venture  to  believe,  that  I  deserve  this,  by  the  smceie 
attachment  and  veneration  which  I  feel  for  you* 

Duke  de  la  Rochefoucaitld. 
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FROM   THE   MARqUIS   DE    LAFAYETTE  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Tow  ia  Qemumy. — Prussia.  —  Austria. — Indian 
Vocabularies  far  the  Empress  of  Russia. 

Paris,  10  February,  178a 

Mt  dear  Friend, 

With  unspeakable  satisfaction  I  have  heard  of  your 
safe  arrival  in  America,  and  heartily  wished  I  had  b^n 
mmgled  m  the  happy  crowd  of  your  fellow  citizens, 
when  they  saw  you  set  your  foot  on  the  shore  of 
liberty.  When  your  friends  in  Paris  meet  together, 
their  first  talk  is  of  you.  The  wishes  for  you  of  a 
fiMtunate  voyage,  and  pleasing  sight  of  your  family 
and  fiiends,  became  a  national  sentiment  In  my  tour 
dirough  Germany,  I  have  been  asked  a  thousand  ques- 
tions about  you,  when  I  felt  equally  proud  and  happy 
to  boast  of  our  afiectionate  intimacy. 

Prussia  and  the  Austrian  dominions,  with  some  parts 
of  the  Grerman  empire,  the  liberties  of  which  have  been 
so  much  spoken  of  in  treaties  and  so  little  felt  by  the 
people,  have  been  the  object  of  my  very  agreeable 
journey.*  The  first  class  of  people  are,  I  found,  mis- 
informed, with  respect  to  American  affairs.  What  may 
be  wrong,  they  know  perfectly,  with  an  addition  of  a 
thousand  falsehoods;  and  I  wish  no  ground  was  left 
for  our  enemies  to  found  those  falsehoods  upon.  Al- 
though they  have  an  enthusiastic  admiration  of  the  vir- 
tues displayed  by  America  during  the  war,  yet  it  is  a 
matter  of  doubt  with  them,  (some  sensible  and  feeling 
men  excepted,  particularly  Prince  Henry,)  if  free  con- 


*  Lafayette  had  recently  returned  from  a  tour  through  Germany.    Aa 
iccount  of  this  tour  is  contained    in  the  Diplomatic  Comspwdenee^ 
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stitutions  can  support  themselves.  The  King  of  Prus- 
sia himself  is  blinded  by  habit  and  prejudices.         • 

That  monarch's  temper  is  very  bad ;  the  Emperor^s 
not  very  quiet.  But,  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  bemg 
embarrassed,  and  our  politics  very  pacific,  I  do  not  think 
any  storm  is  to  be  feared.  I  have  been  happy  to 
hear  you  have  accepted  the  presidency  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Nothmg  but  that  could  speedily  restore  internal 
union,  and  remove  the  jealousies  against  neighbours. 
You  will  encourage  federal  measures,  regulations  for 
trade,  a  general  system  of  militia;  and,  the  more  I 
learn  the  opinions  of  foreign  nations,  the  more  I  wish 
for  such  arrangements,  the  necessity  of  which  is  obvi- 
ous to  almost  every  American.  A  committee,  consist- 
ing of  the  intendants  of  finance,  counsellors  of  states 
and  farmers-general,  has  been  appointed  to  considar 
the  affairs  of  American  commerce.  I  shall  attend 
regularly,  but,  as  it  is  just  begun,  I  cannot  tell  whellier 
it  will  be  very  useful. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  vocabulary,  which  the  Em- 
press of  Russia  requests  may  be  filled  up  with  Indian 
words.  You  know  her  plan  of  a  Universal  Diction- 
ary. I  have  thought  you  might  send  me  the  Debt- 
vvrare  and  Shawanese  languages,  with  some  othen 
Your  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs.  Colonel  Hannar 
and  General  Butler,  will  be  able  to  superintend  the  busi- 
ness, which  it  is  important  to  have  well  done,  as  the 
Empress,  although  I  think  to  very  little  purpose,  s^ 
a  great  value  upon  it.* 

Be  so  kind  as  to  remember  me  most  affectionateLy 
to  your  family,  daughter,  grandsons,  son-in-law,  and  to 
all  our  friends  in   Philadelphia.     My  heart  has  been 

*  For  other  particulars  respecting  these  Indian  Tocabakriea,  Me 
Wcukif^^'s  Wriimgs,  Vol.  IX.  pp.  195, 301, 306. 
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long  qpened  to  you,  and  I  need  not  assure  you,  that, 
¥rkh  the  highest  regard  and  tenderest  affection,  I  hare 
the  honcH*  to  be,  &lc. 

Lafatette. 


TO   JONATHAN   SHIPLEY. 

Progress  of  the  Government  in  the  United  States.  — 
Domestic  Circumstances. 

Philadelphia,  24  Febmaiy,  1786. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  lately  your  kind  letter  of  November  27th. 
My  reception  here  was,  as  you  have  heard,  very  hon- 
orable indeed ;  but  I  was  betrayed  by  it,  and  by  some 
remabs  of  ambition,  from  which  I  had  imagined  my- 
lelf  firee,  to  accept  of  the  chair  of  government  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  when  the  proper  thing  for  m^ 
was  repose  and  a  private  life.  I  hope,  however,  to  be 
able  to  bear  the  fatigue  for  one  year,  and  then  to  retire. 

I  have  much  regretted  our  having  so  little  opportu- 
nity for  conversation  when  we  last  met*  You  could 
hare  given  me  informations  and  counsels  that  I  want- 
edt  but  we  were  scarce  a  minute  together  without 
bemg  broken  in  upon.  I  am  to  thank  you,  however, 
lor  the  pleasure  I  had  after  our  parting,  in  reading  the 
new  book  t  you  gave  me,  wiiich  I  think  generally  well 
written  and  likely  to  do  good ;  though  the  reading  time 
of  most  people  is  of  late  so  taken  up  with  newspapers 
and  little  periodical  pamphlets,  that  few  now-a-days 
Tenture  to  attempt  reading  a  quarto  volume.  I  hare 
admired  to  see,  that,  in  the  last  century,  a  folio.  Burton 

*  At  Southampton,  previous  to  Dr.  Franklin's  embarking  for  the  United 
flutes. — W.  T.  F. 
]  Paley's  Moral  Philosophy.  — W.  T.  F. 
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on  Melancholy^  went  through  six  editions  in  about  forty 
years.  We  have,  I  believe,  more  readers  now,  but  not 
of  such  large  books. 

You  seem  desirous  of  knowing  what  progress  we 
make  here  in  improving  our  governments.  We  are,  I 
thmk,  in  the  right  road  of  improvement,  for  we  are 
making  experiments.  I  do  not  oppose  all  that  seem 
wrong,  for  the  multitude  are  more  effectually  set  right 
by  experience,  than  kept  from  going  wrong  by  reasoning 
with  them.  And  I  think  we  are  daily  more  and  mate 
enlightened ;  so  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  our  obtaining 
in  a  few  years  as  much  public  felicity,  as  good,  gov- 
ernment is  capable  of  affording. 

Your  newspapers  are  filled  with  fictitious  accounts 
of  anarchy,  confusion,  distresses,  and  nuseries  we  are 
supposed  to  be  involved  in,  as  consequences  of  the 
revolution;  and  the  few  remaining  fiiends  of  the  old 
government  among  us  take  pains  to  magnify  every  litde 
mconvenience  a  change  in  the  course  of  commeroe 
may  have  occasioned.  To  obviate  the  complaints  tliey 
endeavour  to  excite,  was  written  the  enclosed  fitde 
piece,*  from  which  you  may  form  a  truer  idea  of  our 
situation,  than  your  own  public  prints  would  give  yoo. 
And  I  can  assui-e  you,  that  the  great  body  of  our  nap 
tion  find  themselves  happy  in  the  change,  and  have 
not  the  smallest  inclination  to  return  to  the  domination 
of  Britain.  There  could  not  be  a  stronger  proof  of 
the  general  approbation  of  the  measures,  that  promotad 
the  change,  and  of  the  change  itself,  than  has  been 
given  by  the  Assembly  and  Council  of  this  State,  in 
the  nearly  unanimous  choice  for  their  governor,  oi  one 
who  had  been  so  much  concerned  in  those  measures; 
the  Assembly  being  themselves  the  unbribed  choice  of 

•  Probably  the  piece  entitled,  The  Bdort  CnarUmu.     See  Vol.  IL 

p.  49a 
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the  peq)le,  and  therefore  may  be  truly  supposed  of 
the  same  sentiments.  I  say  nearly  unanimous,  because, 
of  between  seventy  and  eighty  votes,  there  were  only 
my  own  and  one  other  in  the  negative. 

As  to  my  domestic  circumstances,  of  which  you 
kmdly  desire  to  hear  something,  they  are  at  present 
as  happy  as  I  could  wish  them.  I  am  surrounded  by 
my  offspring,  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  daughter  in  my 
house,  with  six  grandchildren,  the  eldest  of  whom  you 
hare  seen,  who  is  now  at  College  in  the  next  street, 
finishing  the  learned  part  of  his  education ;  the  others 
promising,  both  for  parts  and  good  dispositions.'  What 
their  conduct  may  be,  when  they  grow  up  and  enter 
the  important  scenes  of  life,  I  shall  not  live  to  see^  and 
I  cannot  foresee.  I  therefore  enjoy  among  them  the 
present  hour,  and  leave  the  future  to  Providence. 

He  that  raises  a  large  family  does,  indeed,  while  he 
fives  to  observe  them,  standy  as  Watts  says,  a  broader 
mark  for  sorrow ;  but  then  he  stands  a  broader  mark 
for  pleasure  too.  When  we  launch  our  littie  fleet  of 
barks  into  the  ocean,  bound  to  different  ports,  we 
hope  for  each  a  prosperous  voyage  ;  but  contrary  winds, 
hidden  shoals,  storms,  and  enemies  come  in  for  a  share 
m  the  disposition  of  events;  and  though  these  occa- 
non  a  mixture  of  disappointment,  yet,  considering  the 
risk  where  we  can  make  no  insurance,  we  should 
think  ourselves  happy  if  some  return  with  success. 
My  son's  son.  Temple  Franklin,  whom  you  have  also 
seen,  havmg  had  a  fine  farm  of  six  hundred  acres 
conveyed  to  him  by  his  father  when  we  were  at  South- 
ampton, has  dropped  for  the  present  his  views  of  act- 
ing in  the  political  line,  and  applies  himself  ardently 
to  the  study  and  practice  of  agriculture.  This  is 
much  more  agreeable  to  me,  who  esteem  it  the  most 
usrful,  the  most  independent,  and  therefore  the  noblest 
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of  employments.  His  lands  are  on  navigable  water, 
communicating  with  the  Delaware,  and  but  about  !rix- 
teen  miles  from  this  city.  He  has  associated  to  him- 
self a  very  skilful  English  farmer  lately  arrived  here, 
who  is  to  instruct  him  in  the  business,  and  partakes 
for  a  term  the  profits ;  so  that  there  is  a  great  up^ 
parent  probability  of  their  success. 

You  will  kindly  expect  a  word  or  two  concerning 
myself.  My  health  and  spirits  continue,  thanks  to  God, 
as  when  you  saw  me.  The  only  complaint  I  then 
had,  does  not  grow  worse,  and  is  tolerable.  I  stiB 
have  enjoyment  in  the  company  of  my  friends;  and, 
being  easy  in  my  circumstances,  have  many  reasons  to 
like  living.  But  the  course  of  nature  must  soon  pot 
a  period  to  my  present  mode  of  existence.  This  I 
shall  submit  to  with  the  less  regret,  as,  having  seen 
during  a  long  life  a  good  deal  of  this  worid,  I  fed  a 
growing  curiosity  to  be  acquainted  with  some  other; 
and  can  cheerfully,  with  filial  confidence,  resign  my 
spirit  to  the  conduct  of  that  great  and  good  Parent  cf 
mankind,  who  created  it,  and  who  has  so  graciondy 
protected  and  prospered  me  from  my  birth  to  the  pres- 
ent hour.  Wherever  I  am,  I  hope  always  to  retan 
the  pleasing  remembrance  of  your  friendship,  being 
with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  my  dear  friend,  yoon 
most  affectionately,  B.  FnAiTKuir. 

P.  S.  We  all  join  m  respects  to  Mrs.  Shipley,  and 
best  wishes  for  the  whole  amiable  family. 
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TO   M.    L£   YEILLARD,   OF   PASSY. 

Flourishing  State  of  Jtmerka.  —  Cardinal  de  Rohan. 

•Philadelpliia,  6  March,  1786. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  received  and  read  with  great  pleasure  your  kind 
letter  of  October  9th.  It  informed  me  of  your  welfieoe, 
and  that  of  the  best  of  good  women,  and  of  her 
amiable  daughter,  who  I  think  will  tread  m  her  steps. 
My  effects  came  all  in  the  same  ship,  m  good  order; 
and  we  are  now  drinking  every  day  les  eaux  SpurSes 
de  Passy  with  great  satisfaction,  as  they  kept  wdl, 
and  seem  to  be  rendered  more  agreeable  by  die  kmg 
▼oyage. 

I  am  here  in  the  bosom  of  my  family,  and  am  not 
only  happy  myself  but  have  the  felicity  of  seebg  my 
country  sa  Be  assured,  that  all  the  stories  spread  in 
the  English  papers  of  our  distresses,  and  confusbna, 
and  discontents  with  our  new  governments,  are  as 
chimerical  as  the  history  of  my  being  in  chains  at  Al- 
giers. They  exist  only  in  the  wishes  of  our  ene- 
mies. America  never  was  in  higher  prosperity,  her 
produce  abundant  and  bearing  a  good  price,  her  work- 
ing people  all  employed  and  well  paid,  and  all  prop- 
erty in  lands  and  houses  of  more  than  treble  the  value 
it  bore  before  the  war ;  and,  our  commerce  being  no 
tonger  the  monopoly  of  British  merchants,  we  are  fur* 
nished  with  all  the  foreign  commodities  we  need,  at 
much  more  reasonable  rates  than  heretofore.  So  that 
we  have  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  discharge  more 
speedily  the  debt  incurred  by  the  war,  than  at  first  was 
a{)prehended. 

Our  modes  of  collecting  taxes  are  indeed  as  yet 
imperfect,  and   we  have  need  of  more  skill  in  finan- 
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ciering;  but  we  improve  in  that  kmd  of  knowledge 
daily  by  experience.  That  our  peq)le  are  contented 
with  the  revolution^  with  their  new  constitutions,  and 
their  foreign  connexions,  nothing  can  afford  a  stronger 
proof^  than  the  universally  cordial  and  joyous  receptkm 
with  which  they  welcomed  the  return  of  one,  diat  was 
supposed  to  have  had  a  considerable  share  in  pro- 
moting them.  An  this  is  m  answer  to  that  part  of 
your  letter,  in  which  you  seem  to  have  been  too  much 
impressed  with  some  of  the  ideas,  which  those  lymg 
English  papers  endeavour  to  inculcate  concemnig  us. 

I  am  astonished  by  what  you  write  concerning  the 
Prince  Eveque.  If  the  charges  agamst  him  are  made 
good,  it  will  be  another  instance  of  the  truth  of  those 
proverbs  which  teach  us,  that  Prodigality  beget$  nteei*' 
iity^  that  Withoiut  econonof  no  revenne  is  nffieientf  and 
that  It  is  hard  for  an  empty  sack  to  stand  apngAt 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  marriage  of  Mademoiselle 
Brilton;  for  every  thmg,  that  may  contribute  to  the 
liappiness  of  that  beloved  family,  ^ves  me 
Be  pleased  to  offer  them  my  felicitations,  and 
them  of  my  best  wishes. 

Will  you  also  be  so  good  as  to  present  my  respect* 
ful  compliments  to  Madame  la  Duchesse  d'E^viBe^  and 
to  M.  le  Due  de  la  Rochefoucauld  ?  You  may  < 
nicate  the  political  part  of  this  letter  to  that 
man.  His  good  heart  will  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  wel* 
fere  of  America. 

I  made  no  progress  when  at  sea  m  the  histoiy  ym 
mention;*  but  I  was  not  idle  there,  having  writm 
three  pieces,  each  of  some  length;  one  on  Nautied 
matters ;  another  on  Clumnejrs ;  and  a  third  a  Dieserij^ 
tion  of  my  Vase  for  consuming  smoke,  with  directafe 

*  Memoin  cf  hif  own  lift. 


Ar.ea]  COERE6PONDBNCS,  S66 

fix*  iimng  it*  These  are  all  now  printbg  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  our  Philosophical  Society,  of  which  I  hope 
soon  to  send  you  a  copy. 

My  grandsons  present  their  compliments.  The  dd- 
est  is  very  busy  in  preparing  for  a  country  life,  being 
to  enter  ypcm  his  farm  the  25th  instant  It  consbts  of 
about  six  hundred  acres,  bounding  on  navigable  water, 
fliicteen  miles  from  Philadelphia.  The  youngest  is  at 
Ckdlege,  very  diligent  in  his  studies.  You  know  my 
fituation,  involved  in  public  cares ;  but  they  cannot  make 
me  forget,  that  you  and  I  bve  one  another,  and  that 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Frankuit . 


TO  BENJAlilir  RUSH. 

Philadelphii,  Maich,  17S& 

Mt  dsar  Friend, 
During  our  long  acquaintance,  you  have  shown  many 
■Utanoes  of  your  regard  for  me ;  yet  I  must  now  de* 
are  you  to  add  one  more  to  the  number,  which  is, 
tbat,  if  you  publish  your  mgenious  discourse  on  the 
Moral  Sense^  you  will  totally  omit  and  suppress  that 
most  extravagant  encomium  on  your  friend  Franklin, 
which  hurt  me  exceedingly  in  the  unexpected  hearing, 
and  will  mcKlify  me  beyond  conception,  if  it  should 
^[>pear  from  the  press.  Confiding  in  your  compliance 
with  this  earnest  request,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  fnend, 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRANKLIir.t 

•8m  Vol.  VI.  pp.  463, 505, 543. 

t  Jku  Rmh  replied  to  this  letter  as  followg.  «  Agreeably  to  your  r»» 
qae^  I  have  anppressed  the  coDclusion  of  my  oration,  but  I  cannot  befur 
to  think  of  tending  it  out  of  our  State  or  to  Europe  without  connect- 
11^  it  with  your  name.  I  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  inscribing 
it  to  yon  by  »  simple  dedication,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.    And, 
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TO   MRS.   MARY   HEWSON. 

Humorous  Jlccount  of  a  Letter  received  from  her.  — 
SRs  Occupations  and  Jmusementi. 

Philadelphia,  6  May,  I786L 

My  dear  Friend, 

A  long  winter  has  past,  and  I  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  a  line  from  you,  acqusdnting  me  with  yoar 
and  your  children's  welfare,  since  I  left  England.  I 
suppose  you  have  been  in  Yorkshire,  out  of  the  way 
and  knowledge  of  opportunities;  for  I  will  not  thuik 
that  you  have  forgotten  me. 

To  make  me  some  amends,  I  received  a  few  days 
past  a  large  packet  from  Mr.  Williams,  dated  Sqn 
tember,  1776,  near  ten  years  since,  contaming  three 
letters  from  you,  one  of  December  12th,  1775.  This 
packet  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Bache,  after  my 
departure  for  France,  lay  dormant  among  his  papers 
during  all  my  absence,  and  has  just  now  broke  oat 
upon  me,  like  words^  that  had  been,  as  somebody 
says,  congealed  in  northern  air.  Therem  I  find  dl 
the  pleasing  little  family  history  of  your  children ;  haw 
WiUiam  had  begun  to  spell,  overcoming,  by  strengdi 
of  memory,  all  the  difficulty  occasioned  by  the  common 
wretched  alphabet,  while  you  were  convinced  of  the 
utility  of  our  new  one ;  how  Tom,  genius-like,  stmck 
out  new  paths,  and,  relinquishing  the  old  names  of 

•0  you  have  never  in  the  course  of  our  long  acquaintance  reftised  ac 
a  tingle  favor,  I  must  earnestly  insist  upon  your  adding  to  my  gmt 
and  numerous  obligations  to  you  tlie  permissionf  which  I  now  solieit,  to 
■end  my  last  as  I  did  my  Jlrst  publication  into  the  worid  under  the  iNft- 
ronage  of  your  name." — March  llfA,  178^ 

The  discourse  here  alluded  to,  On  the  h^fiuenee  ^  Fhfnctd  Camn 
on  iht  Moral  Fatuity,  was  delivered  before  the  American  Philoeophieal 
Society,  February  27th,  178G|  and  published  soon  afterwards. 
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the  letten,  called  U  Mi  and  P  bottle;  how  Eliza  be- 
gan to  grow  jolly,  that  is,  fat  and  handsome,  resem- 
biing  aunt  Rooke,  whom  I  used  to  call  my  lovely. 
Together  with  all  the  then  news  of  lady  Blount's  hav- 
ing produced  at  length  a  boy;  of  Dolly's  being  well, 
and  of  poor  good  Catherine's  decease ;  of  your  affairs 
with  Muir  and  Atkinson,  and  of  their  contract  for 
feeding  the  fish  m  the  channel ;  of  the  Vinys  and  their 
jauBi  to  Cambridge  in  the  long  carriage;  of  Dolly's 
joumey  to  Wales  with  Mrs.  Scott;  of  the  Wilkeses, 
die  Pearces,  Elphinstones,  &c.; — concluding  with  a 
kind  cf  promise,  that,  as  soon  as  the  ministry  and 
Congress  agreed  to  make  peace,  I  should  have  you 
with  me  in  America.  That  peace  has  be^i  some  time 
made ;  but,  alas !  the  promise  is  not  yet  fulfilled. 

I  have  found  my  family  here  in  health,  good  cir* 
and  wdl  respected  by  their  feUow  citi- 
The  companions  of  my  youth  are  indeed  al- 
most all  departed,  but  I  find  an  agreeable  society  among 
their  chiklren  and  grandchildren.  I  have  pubUc  busi- 
enough  to  preserve  me  fitmi  ennvij  and  private 
dent  besides  in  conversation,  books,  my  garden, 
and  eribbage.  Considering  our  well-furnished,  plentiful 
■arirat  as  the  best  of  gardens,  I  am  turning  mine,  in 
die  midst  of  which  my  house  stands,  into  grass  plots 
and  gravel  walks,  with  trees  and  flowering  shrubs. 
Cards  we  sometimes  play  here,  in  long  winter  even- 
mgs ;  but  it  is  as  they  play  at  chess,  not  for  money, 
but  for  honcH*,  or  the  pleasure  of  beating  one  another. 
This  wiD  not  be  quite  a  novelty  to  you,  as  you  may  re- 
m^nber  we  played  together  in  that  manner  during  the 
winter  at  Passy.  I  have  indeed  now  and  then  a  little 
compuncdcm  in  reflecting  that  I  spend  time  so  idly; 
but  another  reflection  comes  to  relieve  me,  whisper- 
ing, ^  You  know  that  the  soul  is  immortQl;  why  then 

VOL.  X.  33  V* 
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should  you  be  such  a  niggard  of  a  little  time,  when  you 
have  a  whole  eternity  before  you?*^  So,  being  easily 
convmced,  and,  like  other  reasonable  creatures,  satisfied 
with  a  small  reason,  when  it  is  in  favor  of  doing  what 
I  have  a  mind  to,  I  shuffle  the  cards  again,  and  begin 
another  game. 

As  to  public  amusements,  we  have  neither  plays 
nor  operas,  but  we  had  yesterday  a  kind  of  oratorio^ 
as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  paper;  and  we  have 
assemblies,  balls,  and  concerts,  besides  litde  parties  at 
one  another's  houses,  in  which  there  is  scHnetimes 
dancing,  and  frequently  good  music;  so  that  we  jog 
on  in  life  as  pleasantly  as  you  do  in  England;  any- 
where but  in  London,  for  there  you  have  plays  per* 
formed  by  good  actors.  That,  however,  is,  I  think,  the 
only  advantage  London  has  over  Philadelphia. 

Temple  has  turned  his  thoughts  io  agriculture^ 
which  he  pursues  ardently,  being  in  possession  of  a 
fine  farm,  that  his  father  lately  conveyed  to  him.  Be& 
is  finishing  his  studies  at  college,  and  continues  to  be- 
have as  well  as  when  you  knew  him,  so  that  I  think 
he  will  make  you  a  good  son.  His  younger  brothen 
and  sisters  are  also  promising,  appearing  to  have  good 
tempers  and  disposidons,  as  well  as  good  constitu- 
dons.  As  to  myself,  I  think  my  general  health  and 
spirits  rather  better  than  when  you  saw  me.  The 
particular  malady  I  then  complained  of  continues  tol- 
erable. With  sincere  and  very  great  esteem,  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRAKKLUr. 


p.  S.  My  children  and  grandchildren  join  with 
m  best  wishes  for  you  and  yours.  My  love  to  my 
godson,  to  Eliza,  and  to  honest  Tom.  They  will  aJl 
find  agreeable  companions  here.  Love  to  Ddly,  and 
tell  her  she  will  do  well  to  come  with  you. 
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TO   MRS.  MART   HEWSON. 

Philadelphia,  80  May,  I78& 

Dear  Polly, 

I  have  just  received  your  kind  letter  of  April  2d9 
which  made  me  some  amends  for  your  long  silence. 
By  the  last  ship  from  hence  I  wrote  to  you  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  some  very  old  letters,  when  I 
was  sorry  I  could  mention  none  of  later  date.  I  have, 
however,  no  right  to  compkin,  being  so  bad  a  corre- 
apondent  myself.  But  my  last  was  a  long  one,  and 
I  hope  you  have  received  it 

You  seem  now  inclined  to  come  over,  if  you  could 
meet  with  a  captain,  that  you  know  and  like.  We 
mentioned  it  to  Captain  Falconer.  He  goes  no  more 
to  sea,  but  strongly  recommends  Captain  Willet,  who 
Games  this  letter,  as  a  good  man  and  excellent  sea- 
man. His  ship  is  the  Harmony^  which  lately  brought 
over  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bingham.  Mr.  Williams  will  hard- 
ly, I  doubt,  be  with  you  in  time  this  year  to  assist 
in  your  embarkation;  but,  if  you  apply  to  Messrs. 
Johnson  and  Company,  American  merchants,  to  whom 
I  write,  I  am  persuaded  they  will  make  the  bargain 
for  you,  and  assist  you  with  their  advice  in  every 
dicumstance. 

Temple,  who  presents  his  respects,  has,  however, 
no  hopes  of  your  coming.  He  says  you  were  so  long 
iiresolute  and  wavering  about  the  journey  to  Paris, 
that  he  thinks  it  unlikely  you  will  decide  firmly  to 
make  the  voyage  to  America. 

I  enclose  a  truer  state  of  affairs  in  our  country,  than 
your  public  prmts  will  afibrd  you,  and  I  pray  "God 
guide  you." 

This  family  are  all  well,  and  jom  in  love  to  you  and 
yours  with  your  affectionate 

B.  Franklut. 
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P.  S.  Captain  Willet  is  to  leave  London  on  his 
return  about  the  1st  of  Au^st  Your  son  Ben^  and 
all  this  family,  join  in  the  hope  of  your  resdraig  to 
come  oven* 


FROM   WILUAM   COCKE   TO   B.   FRANKLIV. 

C(mcemmg  a  new  State  called  EranUm. 

State  of  Franklin^  15  Jna^  1786. 

Sir, 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  heard,  that  the  good 
people  of  this  country  have  declared  themselves  a  sep* 
arate  State  from  North  Carolina;  and  that,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  the  high  esteem  they  have  for  the  many  im- 
portant and  fiedthful  services  you  have  rendered  to  yoor 
country,  they  have  called  the  name  of  their  State  after 
you.  I  presume  you  have  also  heard  the  reasons^  on 
which  our  separation  is  founded,  some  of  whidi  are  as 
follows ;  that  North  Carolina  had  granted  us  a  separa^ 
tion  on  certain  well-known  conditions,  expressed  in  aa 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  whkdi  cod^ 
ditions,  we  thmk,  she  had  no  right  to  break  throu^ 
without  our  consent,  as  well  as  the  consent  of  Con** 
gress.  We  therefore  determine  stricdy  to  adhere  Is 
the  conditions  expressed  in  said  act,  and  doubt  Mt 
but  Congress  will  be  uniform  in  their  just  demands^ 
as  well  as  honorable  in  complymg  with  their  resdfe 
to  confirm  all  the  just  claims  of  such  persons,  as  haie 
purchased  land  under  the  laws  of  North  Carofinay  far 
which  they  have  paid  that  State. 

The  confidence  we  have  in  the  wisdom  and  juslioe 
of  the  United  States  inclmes  us  to  leave  eveiy  matter  €f 


*  Mn.  Ilewton  soon  afterwirds  came  over  with  her  ftmOy  to 
ca,  and  established  herself  at  Philadelphia.    See  VoL  VIL  pu  15L 
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dispute  to  their  decbion,  and'  I  am  expressly  empow- 
ered and  commanded  to  give  the  United  States  ftfl 
assurance,  that  we  shall  act  m  obedience  to  their  de- 
termination, provided  North  Carolina  will  consent  that 
they  shall  become  the  arbiters.  I  had  set  out  with 
the  intention  to  wait  on  Congress  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  trust  reposed  m  me,  but  I  am  informed, 
that  Congress  will  adjourn  about  the  last  of  this  month ; 
and  I  will  thank  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  favor  me 
with  a  few  lines  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Rogers,  to  inform 
me  when  Congress  will  meet  again,  and  shall  be  happy 
to  have  your  sentiments  and  advice  on  so  important 
a  subject    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

WiLUAM  Cocks. 


TO   KOAH   WEBSTER. 

On  a  Reformed  Alphabet. 

Philadelphia,  18  June,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writ- 
mg  to  me  the  24th  past,  with  the  scheme  enclosed 
of  your  reformed  alphabet.  I  think  the  reformatioii 
not  only  necessary,  but  practicable ;  but  have  so  much 
to  say  to  you  on  the  subject,  that  I  wish  to  see  and 
confer  with  you  upon  it,  as  that  would  save  much 
time  in  writing ;  sounds,  till  such  an  alphabet  is  fixed, 
not  being  easily  explained  or  discoursed  of  clearly  up- 
on paper. 

I  have  formerly  considered  this  matter  pretty  fully, 
and  contrived  some  of  the  means  of  carrying  it  into  exe- 
cution, so  as  gradually  to  render  the  refcnmation  general 
Our  ideas  are  so  nearly  similar,  that  I  make  no  doubt 
of  our  easily  agreeing  on  the  plan ;  and  you  may  de- 
pend on  the  best  support  I  may  be  able  to  give  it,  as  a 
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part  of  your  InstUuie*  of  which  I  wish  you  would  bring 
with  you  a  complete  copy,  having  as  yet  seen  only 
a  part  of  it.  I  shall  then  be  better  s^le  to  recom- 
mend it  as  you  desire.  Hoping  to  have  soon  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  do  not  enlarge,  but  am  with 
smcere  esteem.  Sir,  &c 

B.  Frahkuit. 


FROM   THE   MARqUIS  D£  CHASTELLUX  TO  B.  FRAHKUV. 

OiasteUwfa  Travels  in  Jmerica. — His  Dranslation  of 
Humphrey's  Paenu 

Translation. 

Parii,  91  June,  1786L 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  owe  to  you,  on  every  account,  the  homage  which 
I  now  take  the  liberty  of  offering.  It  was  by  your 
agency,  that  the  Revolution  of  North  America  was 
mainly  prepared  and  effected ;  it  was  your  haod»  act- 
mg  secretly  like  the  hand  of  Providence,  which  led  me 
to  that  new  continent;  and,  when  there,  I  kit  proyd 
and  happy  to  labor  pro  viribus  meis  in  the  great  woit, 
which  you  have  contributed  so  much  to  bring  to  r 
glorious  consummation.  No  American,  I  venture  to 
affirm,  could  be  more  sincerely  attached  to  this  CMIM 
than  I  have  been.  I  could  not,  therefore,  see  jom 
country  in  any  but  a  favorable  light ;  and,  if  my  bm 
of  truth  occasionally  called  forth  a  gentle  censure^  mj 
best  wishes  always  took  the  place  of  my  admiration, 
when  the  latter  was  compelled  to  be  silent  Motf^ 
over,  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  succeed,  precaie- 
ly  where  success  was  most  flattering*     None  of  mf 

*  Grammatical  Institute  of  the  EDgliak  LAoguage,  publiriied  in  1781 
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readers  have  reached  the  end  of  my  work,  withoat  a 
deep  fedmg  of  love  and  respect  for  your  fellow  citi- 
2609^  and  no  one  has  ever  refused  me  the  praise  of 
being  animated  by  the  same  sentiments.* 

When  you  vtere  in  France,  there  was  no  need  of 
praismg  the  Americans.  We  had  only  to  say,  Look^ 
here  is  their  representative.  But,  however  worthfly  your 
phoe  may  have  since  been  filled,  it  is  not  unseason- 
able to  arouse  anew  the  interest  of  a  Idnd-hearted 
but  tboughdess  nation,  and  to  fix,  from  time  to  time,  its 
attrition  upon  the  great  event,  to  which  it  has  had 
the  bapixness  of  contributing.  Such  has  been  my  mo- 
tive, in  translating  Cdonel  Humphreys's  poem.t  My 
success  has  fully  equalled,  and  even  surpassed,  my  ex- 
pectation. Not  only  has  the  public  received  the  work 
with  bvor,  but  it  has  succeeded  perfectly  at  court, 
especially  with  the  King  and  Queen,  who  have  praised 
it  highly. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  to  you  this  translation, 
although  it  can  have  but  little  value  to  those,  who 
bave  seen  the  original.  But  you  are  perfecdy  acquamt- 
^  with  our  language,  and,  knowing  better  than  any 
one  else  both  the  difficulty  of  translating  into  French 
terse,  and  of  giving  to  prose  sufficient  sprightliness  and 
brilliancy  to  express  poetic  ideas,  you  will  be  able  to 
diefend  me  before  those,  who  may  blame  the  freedom 
I  have  allowed  myself;  for  I  have  taken  more  pams 
to  render  my  work  an  agreeable  one  to  read,  than  to 
fldake  it  an  exact  and  faithful  translation.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  my  intention  will  be  my  best  excuse,  and  my 

.  *  Tli&t  leUer  was  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  Marquis  de  Cbai- 
talhiz't  Dravds  m  America^  which  had  recently  been  published. 

f  A  Poem  addressed  to  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  which  waa 
taUMkted  into  French  by  the  Marquis  de  Chastellux.  See  Hum- 
tuum's  MiKtUanmw  fFarkSj  pp.  9- 15. 
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attachment  to  you  my  best  title  to  your  indulgeiice. 
It  is  not  my  talents,  that  I  wish  to  dbplay  before  you, 
but  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  devotion  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

The  Marquis  de  Chastsllux. 

P.  S.  Have  the  kmdness  to  present  my  respects  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  ladies 
of  Philadelphia  are  as  attentive  to  you  as  those  c^ 
Paris ;  and  I  believe  that  I  could  find  no  one  to  recall 
me  to  their  recollection  in  a  more  acceptable  manner 
than  yourself.  Please  to  present  my  particular  respects 
to  Mrs.  Morris,  Mrs.  Powel,  Mrs.  Meredith,  Miss  Gad- 
walader,  and  Mrs.  Craig. 


TO   MRS.   JANE   MECOM. 

On  Bad  Spelling. 

Philadelphia,  4  July,  17801 

You  need  not  be  concerned,  in  writing  to  me^ 

about  your  bad  spelling;  for,  in  my  opinion,  as  our 
alphabet  now  stands,  the  bad  spelling,  or  what  is 
called  so,  is  generally  the  best,  as  conforming  to  the 
sound  of  the  letters  and  of  the  words.  To  give  you 
an  instance.  A  gentleman  received  a  letter,  in  which 
were  these  words,  —  J\rot  finding  Brawn  at  hom^  I 
delivered  your  meseg  to  his  yf.  The  gentleman  find- 
ing it  bad  spelling,  and  therefore  not  very  mtelligible^ 
called  his  lady  to  help  him  read  it.  Between  them 
they  picked  out  the  meaning  of  all  but  the  yf^  which 
they  could  not  understand.  The  lady  iHt>po9ed  call- 
ing her  chambermaid,  because  Betty,  says  she,  has 
the  best  knack  at  reading  bad  spelling  of  any  one  I 
know.    Betty  came,  and  was  surprised,  that  neitlier 


• 

Sk  nor  Madam  could  teU  urbat  iff  was.  ^  Why,"  aays 
she,  ^y/  spells  tin/!;;  what  else  can  it  qpeH?''  Ani, 
indeed,  it  b  a  mwh  bett^,  as  weU  as  shoitar  method 
of  speUing  €o(/e,  than  daubleyatj^  i^  ^  e,  which  b  reafiljr 
qieU  daukkififeif. 

There  is  much  rejoicing  m  town  to-daj,  it  being 
the  anniYersary  of  the,  JOedaralion  of  Independencet 
whidi  we  s^ed  this  day  ten  years,  and  theteby  ha»» 
arded  Uves  and  fortunes.  God  was  pleased  to  put  a 
fitwrable  end  to  the  contest  much  socmer  than  we  had 
reason  to  expect    His  name  be  praised.    Adieu, 

B.  FnAlTKLIlf. 


TO   MR.   GRAND,  BANKER  IN  PARIS. 

Making  biqmy  respecting  a  MiUi&n  efUvres  oObimoed 
by  the  Frmch  Qovemment. 

Phikdelphia,  11  Jtitf,  1786L 

Ska, 

I  send  you  endosed  some  letters,  diat  have  passed 
between  the  Secretary  of  Congress  and  me,  respecting 
diree  millions  of  livres,  acknowledged  to  have  been  re* 
caved,  before  the  treaty  of  February,  1778^  as  den  grth 
Ml  from  the  King,  of  which  only  two  millions  are  ftxind 
in  your  accounts ;  unless  the  million  from  die  FumacB^ 
Gmieral  be  one  of  the  three.  I  have  been  assured^ 
that  all  the  money  received  from  the  Sang,  whether  as 
loan  or  g^  went  through  your  hands ;  and  as  I  al- 
ways looked  on  the  milfion  we  had  of  the  Farmers* 
O^ieral  to  be  distinct  from  what  we  had  of  the  crown, 
I  wondm*  how  I  came  to  sign  the  contract,  admowl* 
edgmg  diree  millions  of  gift,  when,  m  reality^  there 
wwe  only  two,  exclusive  of  that  from  the  Fteaera; 
and,  as  bodi  you  and  I  examined  the  project  of  die 

TOL.  t.  84  w 


266  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [JBt.  80L 

• 

contract  before  I  signed  it,  I  am  surprised,  that  neither 
of  us  took  notice  of  the  error. 

It  is  possible,  that  the  million  furnished  ostennblj 
by  the  Farmers,  was  in  fact  a  gift  of  the  crown,  b 
which  case,  as  Mr.  Thomson  observes,  they  owe  us  for 
the  two  ship  loads  of  tobacco,  which  they  receired  on 
account  of  it.  I  most  earnestly  request  c^  you  to  get 
this  matter  explained,  that  I  may  stand  diear  before  I 
die,  lest  some  enemy  should  afterwards  accuse  me  of 
having  received  a  million  not  accounted  for.    I  am,  &c. 

B.  FRAVKUir. 


TO   WILLIAM   COCKE. 

JYame  and  Condition  of  the  new  State  of  FhuikUn. 

Philadelphia,  13  Aoguat,  178a 

Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  the  letter  you  did  me  the  hon* 
or  of  writing  me  on  the  Idth  df  June  past  I  had 
never  before  been  acquainted,  that  the  name  of  your 
intended  new  State  had  any  relation  with  my  nanifl^ 
having  understood  that  it  was  called  F)rankland.  It  is 
a  very  great  honor  indeed,  that  its  mhabitanta  have 
done  me,  and  I  should  be  happy  if  it  were  in  my 
power  to  show  how  sensible  I  am  of  it,  by  something 
more  essential  than  my  wishes  for  their  prosperity.* 

Having  resided  some  years  past  in  Europe,  and  be- 
ing but  lately  arrived  thence,  I  have  not  had  an  oiqior- 
tunity  of  bemg  well  informed  of  the  points  in  diqwte 
between  you  and  the  State  of  North  Carolma.  I  can 
therefore  only  say,  that  I  think  you  are  perfectly  ri|^ 
in  resolving  to  submit  them  to  the  discretion  of  Con- 

*  The  name  of  this  new  State  waa  aflenraida  changed  to 
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gressy  and  to  abide  by  their  determination.  It  is  a 
wise  and  impartial  tribunal,  which  can  have  no  sinister 
fiews  to  warp  its  judgment.  It  is  happy  for  us  aD, 
diat  we  haye  now  in  our  own  country  such  a  ooun- 
c3  to  vpfij  tOj  for  composbg  our  differences,  without 
bdng  obliged,  as  formerly,  to  carry  them  across  the 
ocean  to  be  decided,  at  an  immense  expense,  by  a 
council  which  knew  little  of  our  affairs,  would  hardly 
take  any  pains  to  understand  them,  and  which  often 
toeated  our  applications  with  contempt,  and  rejected 
Aem  with  injurious  language.  Let  us,  therefore,  cher- 
ish and  respect  our  own  tribunal;  for  the  mcH^  gen- 
enDy  it  is  held  in  high  regard,  the  more  able  it  wiD 
be  to  answer  effectually  the  ends  of  its  institution,  the 
quieting  of  our  contentions,  and  thereby  promoting  our 
common  peace  and  happiness. 

I  do  not  hear  any  talk  of  an  adjournment  of  Con- 
gtesa^  concerning  which  you  mquire;  and  I  rather 
dunk  it  likely  they  may  continue  to  sit  out  their  year, 
a»  It  is  but  lately  they  have  been  able  to  make  a 
quorum  for  business,  which  must  therefore  probably  be 
k  airear.  If  you  proceed  in  your  intended  journey, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  as  you  pass  through 
PlUadelphia.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  the  honor  to 
b^  very  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  FRAirKLur. 


JOHN    COAKLEY    LETTSOM   TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 


of  Dr.  FbthergUL  —  Plan  for  Discoveries  m 
JfiOural  History.  —  Cultivation  of  Rhubarb. 

London,  14  Angust,  1786. 

RaspscTSD  Friend, 
Not  having  had  the  favor  of  a  letter  since  thy  arrival 
on  ihj  native  contment,  I  take  the  liberty  of  address- 
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ing  a  letter  with  the  Memoirs  of  Dr.  FothergiUj  just 
printed.  The  manner  m  which  I  have  introduced  the 
memoirs  of  Dr.  Cuming  and  Dr.  Cleghom  will  best  ex- 
plain the  manner  in  which  I  wished  to  introduce  thy 
respectable  name  among  them.  I  am  sensible  how 
inadequate  I  am  to  give  the  true  traits  d  a  character, 
that  has  mstructed  and  astonished  both  America  and 
Europe;  and  it  was  not  my  view  thus  to  enter  upon 
the  department  of  a  historian^  but  rathv,  by  a  few  an- 
ecdotes of  early  life,  to  lay  the  basis  of  a  superstracture 
destined  for  an  abler  pen;  and  this  I  think  might  h% 
done  by  correctbg  the  dates  and  some  little  particu- 
lars of  that  rough  sketch,  which  I  formeriy  sent  tiiee 
when  at  Paris ;  and  thb  would  content  me,  unless  thou 
shouldest  be  disposed  to  make  any  addition. 

I  have,  at  different  times,  received  from  North  Amer* 
ica  various  specimens  of  ores,  as  well  as  of  ooaL  The 
iron,  in  particular,  has  been  very  fine;  and,  if  theas 
various  treasures  were  properly  assayed,  probably  m 
time  much  national  advantage  might  result  There 
are  in  your  Provinces  many  ingenious  persons,  whob 
with  very  moderate  encouragement,  would  visit  your 
mountains  and  woods  in  pursuit  of  discovery.  You 
possess  many  valuable  dyes  and  articles  of  mediehe 
yet  unknown. 

I  have  lately  had  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  of  Bradford,  in  West  Chester  CounQr* 
who  is  an  excellent  botanist,  and  has  a  pretty  general 
knowledge  of  natural  history,  and  for  a  little  encom> 
agement,  would,  I  am  informed,  undertake  a  voyage 
of  discovery  into  your  woods  and  mountains.  He  men- 
tioned to  me,  that  such  a  journey  might  be  undertaken, 
and  continued  for  at  least  a  year,  at  the  expense  c^ 
three  hundred  pounds.  If  a  subsmption  fcnr  this  pur- 
pose were  effected,  I  would  willingly  subscribe  mj  mite 
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of  tmeaty  guineas  towards  it,  for  the  sake  of  a  share 
of  the  seeds,  plants,  and  ores  that  may  be  collected; 
I  mean  as  specimens  merely  oS  your  productions.  I 
fasfe  now  a  man  from  Europe  travelling  through  Amer- 
ica fcr  the  purpose  of  collecting  your  productions,  par- 
Iknlarlj  d  die  vegetable  kind 

Within  the  last  ten  years  much  rhubarb,  of  the  Tur- 
key kind,  has  been  cultivated  in  Scotland  and  Eng* 
bnd.  Its  cultivation  is  becoming  more  and  more  gen* 
enL  I  sent  seeds  over  a  year  ago.  I  have  now  sent 
roots,  as  they  v^etated  with  me  in  pots ;  and  I  hope 
It  may  become  an  object  with  you  to  cultivate  this 
useliil  plant  It  is  also  an  ornamental  plant  m  horti- 
cohore.  I  hope  also  by  the  same  opportunity  to  trans- 
mit some  tea  plants,  which  your  southern  colonies  are 
w^  cafcuhted  for.    I  am  respectfully,  &c 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 


.r  nU>H   H.  DURIYAL   TO   MR.   GRAND.* 

Transktion. 

Venndllefl,  90  Aagost,  1786. 

Sir, 
*il  have  received  the  letter,  which  you  did  me  the 
kooor  to  write  on  the  28th  of  this  month,  touching 
the  advance  of  a  million,  which  you  say  was  made  by 
the  Farmers-General  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
tke  3d  of  June,  1777.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that 
advance.  What  I  have  verified  is,  that  the  King,  by 
the  contract  of  the  25th  of  February,  1783,  has  con- 
firmed the  gratuitous  gift,  which  his  Majesty  had  pre- 
viooily  made,  of  the  three  millions  hereafter  mentioned, 

*  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  Air.  Grand,  reapecting  an  inquiiy  of 
Dl  Fnuaklin.    See  the  letter  to  Mr.  Grand,  above,  p.  265. 

W* 
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nz.  one  million  delivered  by  the  Royal  Treasuryi  the 
10th  of  June,  1776,  and  two  other  millions  advanced 
also  by  the  Royal  Treasury,  in  1777»  on  four  receipts 
of  the  Deputies  of  Congress^  d  the  17th  of  January, 
3d  of  April,  10th  of  June,  and  16th  of  October,  of  the 
same  year.  This  explanation  will.  Sir,  I  hope,  resolve 
your  doubt  touching  the  advance  of  the  3d  of  June^ 
1777.  I  further  recommend  to  you,  Sir,  to  confer  on 
this  subject  with  M.  Gojard,  who  ought  to  be  better 
informed  than  we,  who  had  no  knowledge  of  any  ad- 
vances, but  those  made  by  the  Royal  Treasury.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DviuYAJU 


FROM   M.   DURITAL  TO  MR.   ORAJHH. 

Translation. 

Venaillefl,  5  September,  1786L 

Sir, 
I  laid  before  the  Count  de  Yergennes  t&e  two  let- 
ters which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  vmte,  touching 
the  three  millions,  the  free  gift  of  which  the  King  has 
confirmed  in  favor  of  the  United  States  of  ABerica. 
The  minister,  Sir,  observed,  that  this  gift  has  BOtUiig 
to  do  with  the  million,  which  the  Congress  may 
received  Srom  the  Farmers-General  in  1777; 
quently  he  thinks,  that  the  receipt,  which  you  desM 
may  be  communicated  to  you,  cannot  satisfy  the  object 
of  your  view,  and  that  it  would  be  usdess  to  give  yoo 
the  copy  which  you  desire.  I  have  the  honor  to  fac^ 
with  perfect  attachment,  &c. 

DURIYAIk 
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nOM  MR*   ORAJTD   TO    B.   FRAHXLIK. 

Trandation. 

PariB,  9  September,  1786. 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  letter  jou  honored  me  with,  corered  the  copies 
of  three  letters,  which  Mr.  Thcmiscm  wrote  you  in  ovder 
to  obtab  an  explanation  of  a  million,  which  is  not  to  be 
iband  in  my  accounts.  I  should  have  been  rery  muck 
embarrassed  in  satisfying  and  proving  to  him,  that  I 
had  not  put  that  isMoa  in  my  pocket,  had  I  sot  ap*> 
pied  to  M.  Durival,  who,  as  you  will  see  by  the  ansuRsr 
enddsed,  inf<nms  me,  that  there  was  a  miUion  paid  hj 
the  Royal  Treasmy,  on  the  10th  of  June^  1779.  This 
ii  the  very  mSlion  about  iidiich  Mr.  Thomson  inqmres^ 
aa^  I  have  kept  an  account  of  the  other  two  o^ons^ 
wkicb  were  also  fomished  by^  the  Royal  Treasury,  vift« 
tlM  one  millioR  m  January  and  Apry,  1777,  the  othw 
in  July  and  October  of  the  same  year,  as  weB.  as  thirti 
furnished  by  the  Farmers-General  in  June,  1777. 

Here,  then,  are  the  three  millions  exacdy,  which  were 
given  by  the  King  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  and  that 
furnished  by  the  Farmers-GeneraL  Nothing  then  re- 
mains to  be  known,  but  who  received  the  first  million 
in  June,  1776.  It  could  not  be  myself,  as  I  was  not 
diarged  with  the  business  of  Congress  until  January, 
1777.  I  therefore  requested  of  M.  Durival  a  copy  of 
Ae  receipt  for  the  one  million.  Tou  have  the  •answei^ 
which  he  returned  to  me.  I  have  written  to  him  again, 
renewing  my  request ;  but,  as  the  courier  is  just  setting 
ofl^  I  cannot  wait  to  give  you  his  answer,  but  you  wtt 
receive  it  in  my  next,  if  I  obtain  one.  In  the  mean 
while,  I  beg  you  will  receive  the  assurances  of  tii^ 
sentiments  of  respect,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  lo 
be^  my  dear  Sir,  &c.  Ouanjk 
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i 
FROM.   M.   DURIYAL  TO   MR*   ORAITD.  { 

Translation. 

Veraaillefl,  10  September,  1786L 

Sir, 
I  have  laid  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes^  as  jou 
seemed  to  desire,  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  yesterday.  The  minist^  persbts  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  receipt,  the  copy  of  which  you  re- 
quest, has  no  relation  to  the  business  with  which  you 
were  mtrusted  on  behalf  of  Congress,  and  that  this 
document  would  be  useless  in  the  new  point  oi  view  in 
which  you  have  placed  it.  Indeed,  Sir,  it  is  easy  for 
you  to  prove,  that  the  money  in  question  was  not  de- 
livered by  the  Royal  Treasury  into  your  hands,  as  you 
did  not  begin  to  be  charged  with  the  business  of 
Congress  until  January,  1777,  and  the  recdpt  for  tlmt 
money  is  of  the  10th  of  June,  1776.  I  have  the 
to  be,  with  perfect  attachment,  Sir,  &c 

DURIVAL. 


FROM  MR.   ORAND   TO   R.  FRAKKUK. 

Translation. 

Pans,  13  Septeniber,  ITML 

Sir, 
I  hazard  a  letter  in  hopes  it  may  be  able  to  job 
that  of  ihe  9th  at  L'Orient,  in  order  to  forward  to  yea 
the  answer  I  have  just  received  from  M.  DurivaL  Ton 
will  there  see,  that,  notwithstanding  my  entreaty,  the. 
nunister  himself  refuses  to  give  me  a  copy  df  the  re- 
ceipt which  I  asked  for.  I  cannot  concdve  the  rear 
son  for  this  reserve,  more  especially  since,  if  there  has 
been  a  million  paid,  he  who  has  received  it  has  h^ 
the  account,  and  it  must  in  time  be  known.    I  ahaB 
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hear  unth  pleasure,  that  you  have  been  mate  {oriunsite 
m  this  respect  in  America  than  I  have  been  in  France ; 
and  I  repeat  to  you  the  assurance  of  the  sentiments 
of  regard,  mdi  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Geaito. 


FROIC  THOMAS  PERCIVAL  TO  B.   FRAlTlCLIir. 

^  Momitfacturing  Establishments  an  the  Purity 
of  the  Jir.  —  Priestley,  ISppiSj  Price. 

Manchester,  97  October,  17B6L 

Dbab  Sib, 

leoeived,  with  very  great  [Measure,  your  obliging 
by  Mt.  Vaughan ;  and  defiv^^d  to  our  Literaiy 
the  volume  d  American  Philosophical  IVans* 
which  accompanied  it  The  donation  was  hq;b» 
If  aeoqrtable,  both  from  its  intrinsic  vahie,  and  as  a 
pledge  of  friendly  ocxrespondence  with  the  exceUent 
OMtilBtion  over  which  you  preside.  The  formal  ac- 
lDM»wtedgment  of  such  &vors  is  the  official  duty  of 
oar  secretaries ;  and  they  have  been  directed  to  return 
eat  thanks  in  the  most  grateful  and  reiq;)ectful  terms, 
togeAer  with  the  present  of  our  Memoirs.  The  dif* 
faaon  of  the  arts  and  sciences  through  so  many  es^ 
tensive  regions  of  the  globe  must  afford  a  subject  dT 
eoBtenplation  peculiarly  satis&ctcny  to  your  Bund ;  as 
joa  caimot  but  feel  the  delightftil  consciousness  dT 
hamig  been  a  principal  instrument,  under  Providence^ 
k  its  accomplishment.  And  I  hope  that  sun,  which 
has  so  long  blessed  the  nadons,  will  not  set  till  the 
mt^ests  of  truth  and  knowledge,  of  dvil  and  religious 
Bberly,  are  firmly  established  m  the  west^n  hemisphere, 
which  It  now  ^ghtens. 
▼OL.  X.  36 


274  FRANKLIN*8  WRITINGS.  [At.  80. 

Your  valuable  papers  on  Chimneys,  and  on  the  C<mi- 
sumption  of  Smoke,  have  arrived  very  seasonably  to 
aid  a  plan  which  I  have  m  view.  It  is  my  intention 
to  offer  a  representation  to  our  magistrateSi  at  the  en- 
suing Quarter  Sessions,  of  the  expediency  and  neces- 
sity of  adopting  some  measures  to  purify  the  air  of 
Manchester;  for  they  are  guardians  of  the  health,  as  well 
as  of  the  morals,  of  their  fellow  citizens.  And,  though 
works,  which  are  essential  to  the  prosecution  of  trade, 
ought  not  to  be  deemed  nuisances,  the  perscMis  who 
are  engaged  in  them  should  be  induced  or  oompdied 
to  conduct  them  in  a  manner,  as  littte  mjuiious  m 
possible  to  the  public  This  town  now  oontahui  about 
forty-six  thousand  inhabitants ;  and  I  observe^  with  oon-* 
oem,  an  annual  and  large  increase  of  pulmonic  oo»- 
plaints.  To  the  offensive  fumes  which  we  breathe^  I 
apprehend,  these  distressmg  and  fatal  mahdiea  an 
chiefly  to  be  ascribed.  The  smoke  from  the  velvaC 
dress  worka  is  particularly  acrimonious  and  oflfensire  Id 
the  lungs;  and  it  is  so  copious,  even  from  a  aiagb 
chimney,  as  to  scatter  a  shower  of  soot  over  a  vaij 
considerable  space.  I  shall  think  myself  much  obliged 
by  the  communicadon  of  any  hints,  that  yoor  knoiri- 
edge  or  experience  may  suggest  on  this  subject,  wUdl 
is  interesdng  not  only  to  Manchester,  but  to  most  oilier 
manufacturing  towns. 

We  have  now  established  here  an  institutiott  om  a 
plan  similar  to  the  late  Academy  at  Warrington;  aa4i 
in  conjunction  with  this,  a  medkal  schod  is  fomedb 
which  seems  to  bid  fair  (or  emment  success.  I  wil 
send  you  our  Reports^  when  the  Manchester  Memoin 
are  forwarded  to  you. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Priesdey  have  been  h&e  this  summer, 
together  with  Dr.  Kippis.     Dr.  Priestley  is  not  k  a 
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very  good  state  of  health,  havmg  had  a  return  of  the 
comfdamt  with  which  he  was  visited  several  years  ago ; 
but  his  spirits  and  ardor  do  not  desert  him.  He  is  at 
this  time  zealously  engaged  in  attempts  to  convert  the 
Jews  to  Christianity.  For  this  undertaking  he  believes 
himself  peculiarly  well  fitted,  as  it  is  a  part  of  his 
creed,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  actual  son  of  Joseph, 
and  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  house  of  David.  But 
the  Jewish  rabbis  have  declared  their  resolution  to 
enter  into  no  dbcussion  on  these  topics,  being  for- 
liidden,  as  they  allege,  by  their  most  sacred  laws. 
;  •  Dr.  Sjppis  is  busied  with  the  Life  of  Captam  Code, 
ivttdi  is  to  be  pubUshed  separately,  as  well  as  m  the 
Jhynyftia  Britasmica.  Our  excellent  fiiend.  Dr.  Pricey 
m^  I  hear,  deeply  affected  with  the  death  of  his  wifa 
'A  fresh  paraljTtic  stroke  carried  her  off  about  a  month 
iiaoe.  Tlie  Doctor  is  preparing  for  the  press  a  volume 
ef  Sermons  in  suppcHt  of  die  Arian  doctrine,  and  an  en- 
luged  edition  of  his  valuable  ^Review  of  the  Principal 
%ie8tions  and  Difficulties  in  Morals."  The  College  of 
^niysidans  in.  London  have  just  printed  a  specimen  of 
mnew  Pharmacopeaa.  The  President  has  favored  me 
witffr  a  copy;  and  I  think  the  Dispensatory,  on  the 
wliole,  is  Ukely  to  be  much  improved. 
•  I  have  abi^y  transmitted,  m  a  letter  to  Dr.  Rush, 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  American  Philo* 
•oidiical  Society  for  the  honor  of  bemg  elected  into 
thdr  body.  To  you  I  am  doubdess  much  indebted 
br  this  mark  of  distinction.  Accept  my  best  thanks ; 
and  believe  me  to  be,  vrith  the  most  cordial  respect 
and  esteem,  dear  Su-,  &c. 

Thomas  Percival. 
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TO  WILLIAM  nvirvmu 
Condition  of  Jbnerica. 

FhOadelphM,  M  Nofcmbei^  17B6L 

My  dear  old  FRiEino, 

It  rejoiced  me  much  to  leam,  by  your  kind  letter 
of  February  last,  which  I  received  about  ten  days  siiioe^ 
that  you  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  living;  and  that 
you  are  still  at  Bath,  the  very  place  that  1  tUnk  (pves 
you  the  best  chance  of  passmg  the  evening  of  Wt 
agreeably.  I  too  am  got  into  my  niehe^  after  bmng 
kept  out  of  it  twenty-four  years  by  foieign  engptoj- 
ments*  It  is  a  very  good  house  that  I  built  60  laig 
ago  to  retire  mto,  without  being  able  till  now  to  e^jof 
it  I  am  again  surrounded  by  my  fiiendB,  with  a  ifine 
£unily  of  grandchildren  about  my  knees,  and  an  affi^ 
tbnate  good  daughter  and  son-in-law  to  take  oaie  tf 
me.  And,  after  fifty  years'  public  service^  I  have  Ai 
pleasure  to  find  the  esteem  of  my  country  with  rogad 
to  me  undiminished;  the  late  reSlection  of  me  10 
the  presidentship,  notwithstanding  the  difiierent  parties 
we  are  split  into,  being  absolutely  unanimous. ,  TliiB  I 
tell  you,  not  merely  to  indulge  my  own  vanlty^butbe* 
cause  I  know  you  love  me,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  of  whatever  happens  that  is  agreeable  to  yow 
fiiend. 

I  find  Mr.  Anstey,*  whom  you  recommend  to  Mb 
a  very  agreeable,  sensible  man,  and  shall  rendw  Ua 
any  service  that  may  lie  in  my  power.  I  thank  yoK 
for  the  ''New  Bath  Guide."  I  had  read  it  ibnnei^ 
but  it  has  afforded  me  fresh  pleasure. 


*  Mr.  Anstey  was  a  commissioner  sent  over  by  the  British 
to  settle  the  aflbirs  of  the  refuses  in  America. 


Mr.  Ml]  correspondencb.  377 

Tour  newspapers,  to  please  honest  John  BuU,  paint 
our  situation  here  in  frightful  colors,  fits  if  we  were  very 
miserable  since  we  broke  our  connexion  with  him. 
But  I  win  give  you  some  remarks  by  which  you  may 
{6nn  your  own  judgment.  Our  husbandmen,  who  are 
the  bulk  of  the  nation,  have  had  plentiful  crops,  their 
produce  sells  at  high  prices  and  for  ready,  hard  money ; 
wheat,  for  instance,  at  eight  shillings,  and  eight  shillings 
and  siicpence,  a  bushel.  Our  working  people  are  all 
emjdoyeid  and  get  high  wages,  are  well  fed  and  wdl 
ohd.  Our  estates  in  houses  are  trebled  m  vahie  by 
dm  iJsing  d  rents  since  the  Revolution.  Bufldings  in 
Fldfaidelphia  increase  amazmgly,  besides  small  towns 
riring  in  every  quarter  of  the  country.  The  laws  gov- 
€0,  justice  is  well  administered,  and  property  as  secure 
m  in  any  country  on  the  globe.  Our  wilderness  lands 
aie  daily  buying  up  by  new  settlers,  and  our  setde- 
HK&tB  extend  rafndiy  to  the  westward.  European 
fiods  were  never  so  cheaply  afforded  us,  as  since 
Biiiain  has  no  longer  the  monopoly  of  supplymg  u8» 
In  short,  all  among  us  may  be  happy,  who  have  hap« 
P7  di!fX)sitions ;  such  being  necessary  to  hap{miess  even 
m  Bamdise. 

I  speak  these  thmgs  of  Pennsylvsoiia,  with  which  I 
am  most  acquainted. .  As  to  the  other  States,  when  I 
read  in  all  the  papers  of  the  extravagant  rejdcings 
evay  4th  of  July,  the  day  on  which  was  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  I  am  convinced,  that  none 
of  them  are  discontented  with  the  Revolution.  Adieu, 
my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever,  with  sincere  ei^> 
and  affection,  yours  most  truly, 

B.  Franklht. 
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FROM   M.   D£   SAUSSURE   TO  B.  FRAlTKLHr. 

m 

Travels  in  the  Alps.  —  Account  of  the  first  Ascent  to 
the  Summit  of  Mont  Blanc   by  M.  Paccard^  and 
M.  de  Saussure^s  unsuccessful  jntempl. 
Translation. 

Genera,  17  December,  1786u 

Sir, 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting  Messrs.  Van 
Neck  &  Co.  of  -London,  4o  forward  to  you  in  Ameri- 
ca the  second  volume  of  my  Voyages  dans  Its  Alpes. 
I  am  very  desirous,  that  this  work  should  be  foimd 
worthy  of  your  approbation,  or  at  least,  that  you  shodd 
not  think  it  was  hardly  worth  sending  so  far.  Al- 
though there  are  few  branches  of  human  knowledge^ 
with  which  you  are  unacquainted,  and  in  which  you 
have  not  given  proofs  of  your  genius,  you  have  q>- 
peared  to  take  an  especial  interest  in  Natural  Phibsa- 
phy,  and  particularly  Electricity  and  Meteorology,  h 
this  volume  you  wiU  find  chapters  of  ccmstdetahk 
length  on  these  two  subjects. 

The  structure  of  mountains  was  particularly  the  ob- 
ject of  my  research  in  these  travels;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  thought  I  ought  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
studying  the  constitution  of  the  atmosphere  at  hdghta 
which  are  seldom  reached ;  and  for  this  purpose  I  in- 
vented a  very  convenient  and  sensitive  electrometer, 
which  you  will  find  described  in  the  volume,  and  wiA 
which  I  made  some  curious  experiments  upcm  the 
electricity  of  the  air  in  clear  weather.  I  found  this 
electricity  stronger  in  proportion  as  the  place  (tf  obser- 
vation was  higher  and  more  insulated.  I  am  very  de- 
sirous to  try  the  same  experiment  on  the  summit  of 
Mont  Blanc,  which  is,  as  you  know,  the  highest 
mountain  of  the  old  continent.    I  almost  despaired  of 
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bCTig  able  to  reach  it,  when  I  finished  the  vdume 
which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  send.  You  will  there 
see  an  account  of  my  fruitless  attempts.  Since  then, 
however,  I  have  obtamed  information,  which  gives  me 
an  ahnost  certain  prospect  of  doing  it;  at  least,  if  I 
am  afive  and  in  good  health  next  June. 

Six  peasants  from  Chamouni  made  the  attempt  at 
the  beginning  of  last  summer,  and  went  to  a  great 
height,  though  they  did  not  reach  the  summit  One 
of  them,  who  got  lost  while  lookmg  after  crystals,  was 
oUiged  to  pass  the  night  in  the  snows  at  a  very  de- 
lated pomt  A  terrible  hailstorm  came  on,  and  his 
companions  gave  him  up  for  lost.  He  suffered  but 
.ittle^  however.  The  next  morning  the  weather  was 
extremely  fine,  and,  as  it  was  very  early,  he  had  time 
to  examine  carefuUy  the  different  approaches  to  the 
summit,  and  to  fix  upon  the  proper  path  to  reach  it. 

On  his  return  to  Chamouni,  he  said  nothmg  to  his 
companions,  but  he  communicated  his  views  to  a  young 
physician  named  Paccard,  who  had  also  several  times 
attempted  without  success  to  scale  the  mountain.  They 
went  and  slept  on  the  top  of  the  rocks  at  the  entrance 
of  the  snows,  and,  starting  again  at  break  of  day  on  the 
fcDowmg  mommg,  being  the  8th  of  August,  they  reach- 
ed the  summit  between  six  and  seven  in  the  evening. 
They  were  seen  there  with  spyglasses  from  Chamouni 
The  Baron  de  Garsdorf  even  followed  them  with  a 
good  telescope  and  marked  out  their  path.  They  re- 
turned the  same  day,  or  rather  night,  with  excessive 
&t^^  and  danger,  their  faces  burnt,  swollen,  and  even 
bleeding ;  and  they  were  almost  blind  from  the  reflec- 
tkm  irom  the  snow.  In  fact,  they  had  taken  no  pre- 
cautions whatever.* 

*  M.  Paccard  was  accompanied  by  M.  Balmat.    They  published  an 
tceonnt  df  this  enterprise,  entitled,  Premier  Voyage  c^  la  CSnu  de  la  plut 
Momiagne  du  CoiUinenL 
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As  soon  as  I  learned  the  success  of  their  enterprise, 
I  sent  a  number  of  peasants  to  build  me  a  place  of  shel- 
ter among  the  snows  near  some  insulated  rocks,  which 
are  half  way  up  the  snow^  part  of  the  mountam.  My 
intention  was  to  go  and  sleep  there,  and  thus  to  divide 
the  terrible  day's  work,  which  my  predecessors  had 
been  obliged  to  encounter.  I  went  to  Chamouni,  and 
slept  as  they  had  done  at  the  entrance  of  the  snows, 
but  there  came  on  in  the  night  a  furious  storm  and 
much  snow,  which  rendered  the  mountain  inaccesnble 
for  the  rest  of  the  season.  But  my  hut  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  I  hope  to  accomplish  my  project  next 
mer.  I  shall  need  your  ingenuity,  when  in  that 
tion,  to  make  my  observations  as  useful  as  they  should 
be.*    I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem.  Sir,  &c. 

De  Saussurx. 


*  His  subsequent  attempt  was  successfuL  He  xeachod  the  rammit  of 
Mont  Blanc  on  the  3d  of  Aujj^t,  1787.  An  account  of  hii  Mcent  ii 
contained  in  the  GenUeman^s  Magcainef  for  October  of  that  year.  He 
following  beautiful  tribute  to  the  ^nius  and  character  of  M.  do  Bant- 
sure  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Humphrey  Davy. 

«  Educated  amidst  the  magDificent  scenery  of  the  Alps,  this  illastrioQi 
person  felt  in  liis  early  days  the  warmest  admiration  of  the  atady  of 
geology,  and  his  whole  life  was  more  or  less  devoted  to  it.  PoHeni^g 
from  nature  a  penetrating  genius,  he  assisted  her  efibita  by  all  tii*  i»- 
finements  and  resources  of  science.  In  his  researches  he  apuvd  lo 
labor,  and  yielded  nothing  to  the  common  sentiment  of  self-love.  A 
constant  inhabitant  of  the  mountains,  he  has  exceeded  all  other  wito* 
in  his  descriptions  of  them.  His  delineations  are  equally  vivid  and  MT- 
rect;  and,  as  far  as  mere  language  is  capable,  they  awaken  pictani  m 
the  mind.  De  Saussure  has  presented  the  rare  instance  of  a  poweifld 
imagination  associated  with  the  coolest  judgment;  of  the  briUiaiwy  «f 
ideas  and  feelings  of  the  poet,  connected  with  the  minute  leMMurchea  tai 
deep  sagacity  of  the  philosopher." 
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TO   THOMAS   PAINE.* 

Diuuading  him  from  publishing  a  Work  of  an  trre- 
ligious  Tendency. 

[Date  nncertain.] 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  read  your  manuscript  with  some  attentkni. 
By  the  ailment  it  contams  against  a  particular  ProY- 
idencey  though  you  allow  a  general  Providence,  you 
strike  at  the  foundations  of  all  religion.  For  without 
die  belief  of  a  Providence,  that  takes  cognizance  o^ 
guards,  and  guides,  and  may  favor  partkular  persons, 
time  is  no  motive  to  worship  a  Deity,  to  fear  his  dis- 
pleasure, or  to  pray  for  his  protection.  I  will  not  enter 
into  any  discussion  of  your  principles,  though  you  seem 
to  desire  it  At  present  I  shall  only  give  you  my  opin- 
ion, that,  though  your  reasonings  are  subtile,  and  may 
prevail  with  some  readers,  you  will  not  succeed  so  as 
to  change  the  general  sentiments  of  mankind  on  that 
sobject,  and  the  consequence  of  printing  this  piece  will 

*  This  letter  was  first  published  by  William  Temple  Franklin,  but 
without  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  directed.  He  prob- 
tUj  tmoMsribed  it  from  a  rough  draft,  in  which  the  name  was  not 
■eiitioiied.  It  ia  supposed  to  have  been  written  to  Thomas  Paine,  and 
tlie  circumstances  are  such  as  to  render  this  supposition  in  the  highest 
degree  probable.  In  the  early  part  of  the  Revolution,  Paine  was  in  the 
hebit  of  eonsulting  Dr.  Franklin  about  his  political  writings,  and  the 
litter  ti  understood  to  have  aided  Paine,  at  least  by  his  suggestions  and 
adfice,  in  preparing  some  of  his  celebrated  political  essays.  Paine 
wu  in  America  when  Dr.  Franklin  returned  from  France,  and  often 
conndted  him  respecting  his  private  affairs ;  and,  when  he  went  to  Eu- 
rope with  his  model  of  a  newly  invented  bridge,  in  which  he  thought  he 
had  made  essential  improvements  upon  former  inventions  in  the  art  of 
boildiiig  bridges.  Dr.  Franklin  gave  him  letters  of  introduction  to  the 
Dokede la  Rochefoucauld,  M.  le  Veillard,  and  some  of  his  other  friends 
in  Paris.  It  may  be  added,  moreover,  that  the  remarks  in  the  above 
letter  are  strictly  applicable  to  the  deistical  writings,  which  Paine  afier- 
paUiahed. 
VOL.  X.  36  X* 
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be,  a  great  deal  of  odium  drawn  upon  yourself,  mb- 
chief  to  youy  and  no  benefit  to  others.  He  that  spits 
against  the  wind,  spits  in  his  own  face. 

But,  were  you  to  succeed,  do  you  imagine  any  good 
would  be  done  by  it?  You  yourself  may  find  it  easy 
to  live  a  virtuous  life,  without  the  assistance  afforded 
by  religion ;  you  having  a  clear  perception  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  virtue,  and  the  disadvantages  of  vke^  and 
possessing  a  strength  of  resolution  sufficient  to  enable 
you  to  resist  common  temptations.  But  think  how 
great  a  portion  of  mankind  consists  of  weak  and  ig- 
norant men  and  women,  and  of  inexperienced^  incon- 
siderate youth  of  both  sexes,  who  have  need  of  the 
motives  of  religion  to  restrain  them  from  vice,  to  rap- 
port their  virtue,  and  retain  them  in  the  practice  of 
it  till  it  becomes  habUualj  which  is  the  great  pdnt  jEor 
its  security.  And  perhaps  you  are  indebted  to  her 
originally,  that  is,  to  your  religious  education,  fior  the 
habits  of  virtue  upon  which  you  now  justly  value  your- 
self. You  might  easily  display  your  excellent  talentB 
of  reasoning  upon  a  less  hazardous  subject,  and  there- 
by obtain  a  rank  with  our  most  distinguished  authors. 
For  among  us  it  is  not  necessary,  as  among  the  Hot- 
tentots, that  a  youth,  to  be  raised  into  the  company  of 
men,  should  prove  his  manhood  by  beating  his  modier. 

I  would  advise  you,  therefore,  not  to  attempt  un- 
chaining the  tiger,  but  to  burn  this  piece  befcxe  it  is 
seen  by  any  other  person ;  whereby  you  will  save  your- 
self a  great  deal  of  mortification  by  the  enemies  it  may 
raise  against  you,  and  perhaps  a  good  deal  of  Kffnt 
and  repentance.  If  men  are  so  viricked  with  religkmf 
what  would  they  be  if  without  it,  I  intend  this  letlor 
itself  as  a  proof  of  my  friendship,  and  therefore  add  no 
professions  to  it;  but  subscribe  simply  yours, 

B.  Frahkjlut. 
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FROM   RICHARD   PRICE   TO  B.  FRANKUK. 

Newington  Green,  96  Jannaiy,  1787. 

Dear  Friend, 

Four  letter  by  Mr.  Nicklin  gave  me  great  [Measure. 
I  know  your  time  and  attention  must  be  much  en- 
l^iged  by  a  variety  of  important  business,  and  therefore 
ev«y  line  I  receive  from  you  I  must  reckon  a  greater 
hfor  than  I  have  reason  to  expect.  Since  the  recep- 
tkm  of  your  letter,  I  have  heard  by  Mr.  Vaughan, 
diat  you  continue  well,  and  Dr.  Rush  has  informed  me, 
that  yon  think  you  have  received  benefit  from  the 
remedy  recommended  in  Dr.  Faulkner's  book.  Such 
aocounts  cannot  but  be  agreeable  to  me,  and  it  is  my 
vdent  wish,  that  your  comfort  and  usefulness  may  be 
continued  as  long  as  possible.  I  have  myself  been  a 
great  sufferer;  I  mean,  by  the  loss  of  Mrs.  Price,  who 
died  of  the  palsy  in  September  last,  after  a  long  period 
of  languor  and  decrepitude.  This  has  made  me  feel 
Bke  a  forsaken  creature,  and  shocked  my  spirits  sadly. 

We  have  an  acquisition  here  by  the  arrival  of  Mrs. 
Yaugfaan  and  her  daughters,  and  we  hope  Mr.  Vaughan 
vffl  not  stay  long  after  them.  I  return  you  many 
thanks  for  your  intention  to  send  me  the  second  volume 
of  the  Transactions  of  the  Philosophical  Society  at 
Philadelphia;  but,  through  some  mistake,  I  have  not 
yet  received  it.  The  value  of  it  is,  I  find,  much  in- 
creased by  your  communicatbns. 

I  have  sent  to  you  by  Dr.  White  a  volume  of  Ser- 
mcms,  which  I  have  just  published.  I  could  almost 
wish  you  would  not  look  into  them.  I  mean  to  serve 
the  cause  of  truth  and  virtue  by  them,  but  I  may  be 
much  mistaken,  and  I  cannot  but  fear  they  are  not 
soffidendy  fit  for  your  perusal  I  have  been  hs^py  in 
the  conversation  of  Dr.  White  and  Dr.  Provost ;  and,  as 
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it  seems  the  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  m  Amer- 
ica must  have  bishops,  I  am  glad  they  have  directed 
their  views  to  gentlemen  so  worthy  and  liberal  I  find 
there  are  great  disorders  in  some  of  the  United  States ; 
but  you  comfort  me  by  sa3ring  they  will  all  end  weD. 
Your  advice  and  counsels  will,  I  doubt  not,  ccmtribute 
much  to  this  end.  That  you  may  enjoy  this  and  eveiy 
other  satisfaction,  that  can  make  the  remainder  of  a  life, 
that  will  be  one  of  the  most  distinguished  m  future 
annals,  honorable  and  happy,  is,  my  dear  fiiend,  the 
wish  of  yours  most  gratefully  and  affectionately, 

Richard  Price. 

P.  S.  Baron  Maseres  informs  me,  that  m  a  letter  to 
him  you  gave  an  intimation  of  a  method  of  paying  off 
the  national  debt,  which  you  thought  easier  and  cheaper 
than  any  method  that  has  been  yet  proposed.  He 
has  desired  me  to  present  his  respects  to  you,  and  to 
teU  you,  that  he  wishes  to  know  what  this  method  k 
You  did,  he  says,  encourage  him  in  your  letter,  to  ex- 
pect that  you  would  give  him  this  information.  The 
advertisement  of  the  expected  return  of  a  comet  next 
year,  I  convey  to  you  by  the  desire  of  Dr.  Maskdyne. 


FROM   JOHN   ADAMS   TO   B.   FRANKLIK. 

Sending  a  Copy  of  his  Work  an  the  ConstUuiianM 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

Grosvenor  Square,  27  Janiufy,  1787. 

Sir, 

Dr.  White  has  been  so  obligmg  to  me  as  to  take  with 

him  to  America  two  volumes,  one  for  your  ExceUenGj 

and  one  for  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  of 

a  production  of  mine,  suggested  by  the  late  pqpuhr 
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frenzy  m  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  It  con 
tains  my  confession  of  political  faith,  and,  if  it  is  heresy, 
I  shall,  I  suppose,  be  cast  out  of  communion.  But  it  is 
the  only  sense  in  which  I  am  or  ever  was  a  republican, 
and  in  such  times  I  hold  concealment  of  sentiments  to 
be  no  better  than  countenancing  sedition.  Let  me  b^ 
yoor  Excellency's  acceptance  of  one  volume,  and  that 
joo  would  present  the  other  to  the  Philosophical  So^ 
ciety  with  my  respectful  thanks  for  the  volume  of  their 
Traoisactbns,  transmitted  to  me  by  your  Excellency  m 
dieir  name.    That  work  is  in  good  reputation  here. 

Ifr.  Dilly  has  often  requested  me  to  mention  to  your 
Excellency  his  great  desire  of  publishing  a  new  edition 
cf  your  works,  and  a  sketch  of  your  life ;  and  his  in- 
cfinatbn  is  much  quickened,  smce  he  learned  that  you 
had  been  advised  to  write  it  with  your  own  hand. 
EttdoBed  is  a  note,  which  I  received  from  him  this 
morning.  Mr.  Dilly  is  as  honest  a  man  as  any  of  the 
tnde  here,  and  as  much  esteemed  by  men  of  letters ; 
80  that  I  believe  you  may  depend  upon  his  honor  and 
ddIL  My  regards  to  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Bache,  if 
jott  please.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be^  Sir^  &lc.  John  Adams. 


TO   CHARLES   THOMSON,  SECRETARY   OF  CONGRESS. 

Ooneenmg  a  MUion  o/Livres  given  by  the  Kng  of 

France. 

Philadelphia,  27  January,  1787. 

Dear  Friend, 
You  may  remember,  that  in  the  correspondence  be- 
tween us  in  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  a  million  free 
g^  of  the  King  of  France,  acknowledged  in  our  con- 
tract to  have  been  received,  but  which  did  not  appear 
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to  be  accounted  for  in  our  banker's  accountSi  unless 
it  should  be  the  same  with  the  million  said  to  be  re- 
ceived from  the  Farmers- General,  I  mentioned,  that  an 
explanation  might  doubtless  be  easily  obtained  by 
writing  to  Mr.  Grand,  or  Mr.  Jefferson.  I  know  not 
whether  you  have  accordingly  written  to  either  of  them ; 
but,  being  desirous  that  the  matter  should  speedily  be 
cleared  up,  I  wrote  myself  to  Mr.  Grand  a  letter  upon 
it,  of  which  I  now  enclose  a  copy,  with  his  answers, 
and  several  letters  from  M.  Durival,  who  is  Chtf  du 
Bureau  des  Fonds  (and  has  under  his  care  the  finance) 
des  Affaires  EtrangeresJ^ 

You  will  see  by  these  letters,  that  the  millim  m 
question  was  delivered  to  somebody  on  the  10th  of 
June,  1776,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  whom.  It  is 
dear,  however,  that  it  could  not  be  to  Mr.  Grand  nor  to 
the  Commissioners  from  Congress ;  for  we  did  not  meet 
in  France  till  the  end  of  December,  1776,  or  be^nning 
of  January  1777,  and  that  banker  was  not  charged  be- 
fore with  our  affairs. 

By  the  minister's  reserve  in  refusing  him  a  copy  of 
the  receipt,  I  conjecture  it  must  be  money  advanced 
for  our  use  to  M.  de  Beaumarchsds,  and  that  it  is  a 
mystere  du  cabinet^  which  perhaps  should  not  be  finv 
ther  inquired  into,  unless  necessary  to  guard  against 
more  demands  than  may  be  just  from  that  agent ;  for 
it  may  well  be  supposed,  that,  if  the  court  furnished 
him  with  the  means  of  supplying  us,  they  may  not  be 
willmg  to  furnish  authentic  proofs  of  such  a  transac- 
tion so  early  in  our  dispute  with  Britain.  Pray  teD  me^ 
has  he  dropped  his  demands,  or  does  he  still  contmue 
to  worry  you  with  them? 

I  should  like  to  have  these  original  lett^s  returned 

*See  these  letters  above,  pp.  265, 269-372. 
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to  me,  but  you  may,  if  you  please,  keep  cq)ies  of  them. 
It  is  true,  the  million  in  question  makes  no '  difference 
in  your  accounts  with  the  King  of  France,  it  not  bemg 
mentioned  or  chained,  as  so  much  lent  and  to  be  re- 
paidy  but  stated  as  freely  given.  Tet,  if  it  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  any  of  your  agents,  or  mmisters,  they 
ought  certamly  to  account  for  it  I  do  not^recoUect 
wiiethar  Mr.  Deane  had  arrived  in  Prance  before  the 
10th  of  June,  1776;*  but  from  his  great  want  of 
money,  when  I  joined  him  a  few  months  after,  I  hardly 
tiunk  it  could  have  been  paid  to  him.  Possibly  Mr. 
Jefferson  may  obtain  the  information,  though  Mr.  Grand 
eouM  not,  and  I  wish  he  may  be  directed  to  make  the 
inqmiy,  as  I  know  he  would  do  it  directly ;  I  mean,  i^ 
by  Hortalez  and  Co.'s  further  demands,  or  for  any 
etfior  reason,  such  an  inquiry  should  be  thought  neces- 
jA    I^tm,  &c  B.  Fraitklin. 


TO   ALEXANDER   SMALL. 

Bock  of  Common  Prayer. — England.  —  Refugees. 

Philadelphia,  19  Pebroary,  1787. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  favor  of  June  last,  and  thank  you 

fcr  the  kind  congratulations  contained   in  it.      What 

you  have  heard  of  my  malady  is  true,  "that  it  does 

not  grow  worse.*'     Thanks  be  to  God,  I  still  enjoy 

*  Dmim  did  not  arrive  in  Paris  till  the  first  week  in  Jnly. 

t  TUf  matter  was  not  cleared  up  till  1794,  when  Gonverneur  Morris 
was  American  Minister  in  Paris.  By  application  to  the  government  he 
proenred  a  copy  of  the  receipt,  which  had  been  given  by  the  person 
who  reeerred  the  million  of  livres  on  the  10th  of  June,  1776.  [t  proved 
to  be  Beaomarehais,  as  Dr.  Franklin  had  conjectured.  See  Sparks's 
Lye  ^  GoHvemeiir  Jlform,  Vol.  II.  p.  44& 

While  the  correspondence  with  the  banker  in  Paris  was  going  on, 
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pleasure  in  the  society  of  my  friends  and  books,  and 
much  more  m  the  prosperity  of  my  country,  concerning 
which  your  people  are  continually  deceiving  th^nselves. 

I  am  glad  the  improvement  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer*  has  met  with  your  apiNX>bation,  and  that  of 
good  Mrs.  Baldwm.  It  is  not  yet,  that  I  know  o(  re- 
ceived iff  public  practice  anywhere ;  but,  as  it  is  said 
that  good  motions  never  die,  perhaps  in  time  it  may 
be  found  useful. 

I  read  with  pleasure  the  account  you  gave  of  the 
flourishing  state  of  your  commerce  and  manufiftctores^ 
and  of  the  plenty  you  have  of  resources  to  cany  die 
nation  through  aD  its  difficulties.  You  have  one  of 
the  finest  countries  in  the  worid,  and,  if  you  caa  be 
cured  of  the  folly  of  making  war  for  trade,  (in  wfakdi 
wars  more  has  been  always  expended  than  the  profits 
of  any  trade  can  compensate,)  you  may  make  it  one  of 
the  happiest.  Make  the  best  of  your  own  natural  ad- 
vantages, instead  of  endeavouring  to  diminish  those  of 
other  nations,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  you  may 
yet  prosper  and  flourish.  Your  beginning  to  consider 
France  no  longer  as  a  natural  enemy,  is  a  mark  of 
progress  in  the  good  sense  of  the  nation,  of  whkh 
posterity  will  find  the  benefit,  in  the  rarity  oS  ware,  die 
diminution  of  taxes,  and  increase  of  riches. 

As  to  the  refugees,  whom  you  think  we  were  w 
impolitic  in  rejecting,  I  do  not  find  that  they  are  missed 
here,  or  that  anybody  regrets  their  absence.  And  cer- 
tainly they  must  be  happier  where  they  are,  under  die 
government  they  admire ;  and  be  better  received  among 
a  people,  whose  cause  they  espoused  and  fought  for, 

Dr.  Franklin's  enemies  in  Congress  made  themselves  biuj  in  propagttilf 
a  report,  that  he  was  a  defaulter  to  the  amount  of  one  millioB  of  ]knm, 
and  thus  gave  currency  to  a  most  nnjust  and  infnrioiu  i 
him  throughout  the  country. 
*  See  the  letter  to  Granville  Sharp,  above,  p.  205. 
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thau  amoDg  those  who  cannot  so  soon  have  forgotten 
the  destruction  of  their  habitations,  and  the  spilt  blood 
of  their  dearest  friends  and  near  relations. 

I  often  tlunk  with  great  pleasure  on  the  happy  days 
I  passed  in  England  with  my  and  your  learned  and 
ingenious  friends,  who  have  left  us  to  join  the  majority 
m  the  worid  of  spirits.  Every  one  of  them  now  knows 
more  than  all  of  us  they  have  left  behind.  It  is  to  me 
a  comfortable  reflection,  that,  since  we  must  live  for 
CT^  in  a  future  state,  there  is  a  sufl^cient  stock  of 
amusement  in  reserve  for  us,  to  be  found  in  constant- 
hf  learning  something  new  to  eternity,  the  present  quan- 
tity d[  human  ignorance  infinitely  exceeding  that  c^ 
human  knowledge.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  beUeve 
m^  in  whatever  world,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin, 

in  his  eightyHBecond  year. 


TO   NEYIL   MASKELTNE. 

Philadelphia,  29  March,  1787. 

Reterend  and  dear  Sir, 
The  writer  of  the  enclosed  paper  concerning  the 
Tariatbn  of  the  compass,  and  the  important  use  which 
be  supposes  may  be  made  of  that  variation,  not  being 
satisfied  with  the  judgment  of  some  of  our  principal 
mathematicians  h^re,  has  earnestly  desired  me  to  com- 
monicate  it  to  some  of  my  learned  friends  in  Europe.* 
I  know  no  one  better  acquainted  with  the  subject  than 
yoursdl^  and,  as  I  cannot  refuse  complying  with  his 
request,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  my  giving  you  this 
trouble,  and   favor  me  with  a  line  expressing   your 

*  The  writer  here  alluded  to  was  John  Churchman,  who  published  a 
WQile,  entitled  71ie  Magndic  Ma»^  in  which  he  advanced  a  new  theory 
of  the  Tariation  of  the  compass. 

VOL.  !•  37  Y 
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opinion;  which  condescension  will  very  much  oblige, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  FRAKKUir.* 


FROM   JOHN    SEVIER   TO   B.   FRANKLUf. 

Concerning  the  Jfew  State  of  FranUm. 

State  of  Franklin,  Mount  Fleamit,  9  April|  1787, 

Sir, 

Permit  me  to  introduce  to  your  Excellency  the  sub- 
ject of  our  new  disputed  government.  In  the  year 
1784,  in  the  month  of  June,  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  ceded  to  Congress  all  their  claim  to  the  lands 
west  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains,  on  conditi(Hi8  I 
make  no  doubt  you  are  acquainted  with,  as  the  act 
was  shortly  after  laid  before  Congress.  The  mhabitants 
of  this  country,  well  knowing  that  the  Congress  oi  the 
United  States  would  accept  the  cession,  and  havbg 
no  idea  that  North  Carolina  would  attempt  repealing 
the  act,  formed  themselves  into  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State  by  the  name  of  Franklin. 

In  November  followmg,  North  Carolina  repealed  this 
act  of  cession.  In  May,  1785,  Congress  took  the  sev- 
eral acts  under  their  consideration,  and  entered  into 
resolves  respecting  the  same,  the  purport  of  whicht  I 
presume,  you  are  acquainted  with.  The  government 
of  Franklin  was  carried  on  unmolested  by  North  Caro- 
lina, until  November,  1785,  when  that  le^slature  passed 
an  act,  allowing  the  people  in  some  of  our  counties  to 
hold  elections  under  certain  regulations  unknown  to 
any  former  law ;  whereby  a  few,  from  disaflection  and 
disappointment,  might  have  it  in  their  power  to  dect 
persons,  who  were  to  be  considered  the  legal 


*  See  the  answer  to  thu  letter,  VoL  VL  p.  571. 
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tiou  of  the  people.  This  was  done  and  countenanced ; 
and  at  their  last  session,  in  November,  1786,  they  have 
undertaken  to  reassume  their  jurisdiction  and  sovereign- 
ty over  the  State  of  Franklin,  notwithstanding  the 
whole  of  their  adherents  do  not  exceed  two  or  three 
hundred  agabst  a  majority  of  at  least  seven  thousand 
effective  militia.  They  have,  contrary  to  the  interest 
of  the  peoi^e  in  two  of  the  counties,  to  wit,  Washing- 
ton and  Sullivan,  by  their  acts  removed  the  former 
places  of  holding  courts  to  certain  places  convenient 
to  the  disaffected,  as  we  conceive,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  a  pretext  to  prevaricate  upon. 

I  have  thus  given  your  Excellency  the  outlines  c^ 
our  past  and  present  situation,  and  beg  leave  to  mform 
ymiy  that,  from  your  known  patriotic  and  benevolent 
dispositicm,  as  also  your  great  experience  and  wisdom, 
I  am,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  Council  of  State, 
ioduced  to  make  this  application,  that,  shoukl  you,  from 
ibis  ample  statement  of  the  several  occurrences,  think 
cor  cause  so  laudable,  as  to  give  us  your  approbation, 
you  would  be  pleased  to  condescend  to  write  on  the 
subject  And  any  advice,  instruction,  or  encourage- 
ment,  you  may  think  we  shall  deserve,  will  be  ac- 
knowledged in  the  most  grateful  manner. 

We  have  been  informed,  that  your  Excellency  scmie 
time  since  did  us  the  honor  to  write  to  us  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  State ;  if  so,  unfortunately  for  us,  the  letters 
have  miscarried,  and  are  not  come  to  hand.  Many 
safe  conveyances  might  be  had.  A  letter  may  be  sent 
by  the  bearer,  Captain  John  Woods,  if  he  should  re- 
turn by  the  way  of  Franklin ;  or,  if  it  were  directed  to 
the  care  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  it  would  come 
safe;  and  perhaps  by  a  number  of  people  who  travel 
to  this  country.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  &c 

JoHK  Sevier. 
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TO   M.   L£   YEILLARD. 

Phfladelphia,  15  April,  1787. 

I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion,  that  our  indepen- 
dence is  not  quite  complete,  till  we  have  discharged  our 
public  debt.  This  State  is  not  behindhand  in  its  pro- 
portion; and  those,  which  are  in  arrear,  are  actually 
employed  in  contriving  means  to  discharge  their  respec- 
tive balances;  but  they  are  not  all  equally  diligent  in 
the  business,  nor  equally  successful.  The  whole  will, 
however,  be  paid,  I  am  persuaded,  in  a  few  years. 

The  English  have  not  yet  delivered  up  the  posts 
on  our  frontier,  agreeably  to  treaty.  The  pretence  is, 
that  our  merchants  here  have  not  paid  their  debts.  I 
was  a  little  provoked  when  I  first  heard  this,  and  I 
wrote  some  remarks  upon  it,  which  I  send  you.*  They 
have  been  written  near  a  year,  but  I  have  not  yet  pub- 
lished them,  being  unwilling  to  encourage  any  of  our 
people,  who  may  be  able  to  pay,  in  their  neglect  of  that 
duty.  The  paper  is  therefore  only  for  your  amuse- 
ment, and  that  of  our  excellent  friend  the  Duke  de  la 
Rochefoucauld. 

As  to  my  malady,  concerning  which  you  so  kindly 
inquire,  I  have  never  had  the  least  doubt  of  its  bang 
the  stone;  and  I  am  sensible  that  it  has  increased; 
but  on  the  whole  it  does  not  give  me  more  pain  than 
when  at  Passy.  People  who  live  long,  who  wiD  drink 
of  the  cup  of  life  to  the  very  bottom,  must  expect  to 
meet  with  some  of  the  usual  dregs;  and  when  I  le- 
flect  on  the  number  of  terrible  maladies  human  nature 
is  subject  to,  I  think  myself  favored  in  ha^g  to  my 
share  only  the  stone  arid  gout. 

You  were  right  in  conjecturing,  that  I  wrote  the  re- 

•  Bee  The  Reimri  Cottrteotu,  Vol.  U.  p.  486. 
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marks  on  the  ^  Thoughts  concerning  Executive  Justice.^^  * 
I  have  no  copy  of  those  remarks  at  hand,  and  forget 
how  the  saying  was  introduced,  that  it  is  better  a 
thousand  guilty  persons  should  escape,  than  one  inno- 
cesnt  suffer.  Tour  criticisms  thereon  appear  to  be  just, 
and  I  imagine  you  may  have  misapprehended  my  in- 
taitkni  in  mentioning  it.  I  always  thought,  with  you, 
that  the  prejudice  in  Europe,  which  supposes  a  fjunily 
dishonored  by  the  punishment  of  one  of  its  members, 
was  very  absurd ;  it  bemg  on  the  contrary  my  opinion, 
that  a  rogue  hanged  out   of  a  family  does  it  more 

honor  than  ten  that  live  in  it 

B.  Frajskuk. 


TO   THE   DUKE   DE   LA    ROCHEFOUCAULD. 

B^ply  to  his  Congratulations.  —  United  States. —  Con- 
stUutions  of  the  States.  —  Introduces  Thomas  Paine. 

Philadelphia,  15  April,  1787. 

I  have  been  happy  in  receiving  three  very  kind  let- 
ters from  my  greatly  respected  and  esteemed  friend, 
shioe  my  bemg  in  America.  They  are  dated  Novem- 
ber 30th,  1786,  February  8th,  1786,  and  January  14th, 
1787.  In  mine  of  this  date  to  M.  le  Veillard,  I  have 
made  the  best  apology  I  could  for  my  being  so  bad  a 
correspondent.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  repeti- 
^oa  of  it,  as  I  know  you  often  see  him.  I  will  only 
confess  my  fault,  and  trust  to  your  candor  and  good- 
ness for  my  pardon. 

Tour  friendly  congratulations  on  my  arrival  and  re- 
ception here  were  very  obliging.  The  latter  was,  as 
jou  have  heard,  extremely  flattering.    The  two  parties 


•  See  VoL  IL  p.  47& 
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m  the  Assembly  and  Council,  the  constitutkniists  and 
anti-constitutionists,  joined  in  requesting  my  service  as 
counsellor,  and  afterwards  in  electing  me  as  President 
Of  seventy-four  members  in  Council  and  Assembly, 
who  voted  by  ballot,  there  was  in  my  first  election  bat 
one  negative,  besides  my  own;  and  in  the  second, 
after  a  year's  service,  only  my  own.  And  I  experi- 
ence, from  all  the  principal  people  in  the  govenunent, 
every  attention  and  assistance  that  can  be  desired  to- 
wards making  the  task  as  little  burdensome  to  me  as 
possible.  So  I  am  gomg  on  very  comfortably  hitherto 
with  my  second  year,  and  I  do  not  at  present  see  any 
likelihood  of  a  change;  but  future  events  are  always 
uncertam,  bemg  governed  by  Providence  or  subject  to 
chances;  and  popular  favor  is  very  precarious,  being 
sometimes  lost  as  well  as  gained  by  good  actions ;  so  I 
do  not  depend  on  a  continuance  of  my  present  happi- 
ness, and  therefore  shall  not  be  surprised,  i^  before  my 
time  of  service  expires,  something  should  happen  to 
diminish  it 

These  States  in  general  enjoy  peace  and  jdenty. 
There  have  been  some  disorders  in  the  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  governments;  those  in  the  foimar 
are  quelled  for  the  present ;  those  of  the  latter,  bdng 
contentions  for  and  against  paper  money,  will  probably 
continue  some  time.  Maryland  too  is  divided  on  the 
same  subject,  the  Assembly  being  for  it,  and  the  Sen- 
ate agamst  it.  Each  is  now  employed  in  endeavouring 
to  gain  the  people  to  its  party  against  the  next  dec- 
tions,  and  it  is  probable  the  Assembly  may  prevafl. 
Paper  money  in  moderate  q^uantides  has  been  found 
beneficial ;  when  more  than  the  occasions  of  commerce 
require,  it  depreciated  and  was  mischievous;  and  the 
populace  are  apt  to  demand  more  than  is  necessary. 
In  this  State  we  have  some,  and  it  b  useful,  and  I  do 
not  hear  any  clamor  for  more. 
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There  serais  to  be  but  little  thought  at  (n^sent  in 
the  particular  States,  of  mending  their  particular  con- 
stttnttons ;  but  the  grand  Federal  C<mstitution  *  is  gen- 
erally bbmed  as  not  having  given  sufficient  powers  to 
Congress,  the  federal  head.  A  convention  is  therefore 
a{qx)mted  to  revise  that  constitution,  and  propose  a 
betto;  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  paper,  that  your 
fiiend  is  to  be  one  in  that  business,  though  he  doubts 
fab  malady  may  not  permit  his  giving  constant  at- 
tendance. I  am  glad  to  see,  that  you  are  named  as 
one  of  a  General  Assembly  to  be  convened  m  France. 
I  flatter  myself,  that  great  good  may  accrue  to  that 
dear  nation  from  the  deliberations  of  such  an  assembly. 
I  i»ray  God  to  give  it  his  blessing. 

I  sympathize  with  you  and  the  family  most  smcerely, 
m  the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  decease  of  that  ex- 
oeUeftt  woman.t  It  must  be  indeed  a  heavy  one.  My 
best  wishes  attend  those  that  remain,  and  that  the 
lu^piness  of  your  sweet  domestic  society  may  long 
continue  without  such  another  interruption. 

I  send  herewith  a  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  our 
Hiilosophical  Society  for  you,  another  for  M.  de  Con- 
doroet,  and  a  third  for  the  Academy.  The  war  had 
interrupted  our  attempts  to  improve  ourselves  in  scien- 
tific matters,  but  we  now  begin  to  resume  them. 

The  bearer  of  thb  is  Mr.  Paine,  the  author  of  a  fa- 
mous piece,  entitled  Common  Sense^  published  here  with 
great  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Revolution.  He  is  an  ingenious,  honest  man; 
and  as  such  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your 
civilities.  He  carries  with  him  the  model  of  a  bridge 
of  a  new  construction,  his  own  invention,  concerning 
wbkh  I  intended  to  have  recommended  him  to  M.  Pey- 

*  TlM  Old  ConfederatioD. 

t  The   Ddchets    d'Enville,  mother  of  the   Dake  de  la  Rochefoa- 
ould.— W.T.F. 
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ronnet,  but  I  hear  he  is  no  more.  You  can  easily 
procure  Mr.  Fame  a  sight  of  the  models  and  drawmgs 
of  the  collection  appertaining  to  the  Potits  et  Chausseea; 
they  must  afford  him  useful  lights  on  the  subject  We 
want  a  brid^  over  our  river  Schuylkill,  and  have  no 
artist  here  regularly  bred  to  that  kind  of  architecture. 

My  grandsons  are  very  sensible  of  the  hcmor  of  your 
remembrance,  and  desire  me  to  present  their  respects. 
With  the  most  sincere  and  perfect  esteem  and  attach- 
ment, I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  &c 

B.  Frakklin. 


TO   THE   MARQUIS   DE   CHASTELLUX. 

JBs  Journal  of  Travels, — Jssembly  of  JYbtabUs. 

Philadelphii,  17  April,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  pleasmg  letter,  accompanied  by  the  in- 
valuable present  of  your  Journal,*  and  translation  of 
Colonel  Humphreys's  poem,  came  to  hand  but  latdy, 
though  dated  m  June  last  I  believe  they  have  been 
in  the  West  Indies.  They  have  given  me  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure  in  the  perusal,  as  every  thing  of  yours  al- 
ways did.  The  portrait  you  have  made  of  our  countiy 
and  people  is  what  in  painting  is  called  a  handsome 
likenesSj  for  which  we  are  much  obliged  to  you.  We 
shall  be  the  better  for  it,  if  we  endeavour  to  merit  what 
you  kindly  say  in  our  favor,  and  to  correct  what  jrou 
justly  censure.  I  am  told  the  Journal  is  translated 
into  English,  and  printed  in  one  of  the  States,  I  know 
not  which,  not  having  seen  the  translation. 

The  newspapers  tell  us,  that  you  are  about  to  have 
an  Assembly  of  Notables,  to  consult  on  imfffovements 
of  your  government    It  is  somewhat  singuhr,  that  we 

*  Joumal  of  Travels  in  America. 
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should  be  engaged  in  the  same  project  here  at  the 
aame  time ;  but  so  it  is,  and  a  convention  for  the  pur- 
pose c^  revismg  and  amending  our  federal  constituti(Hi 
18  to  meet  at  this  place  next  month.  I  hope  both  as- 
semblies will  be  blessed  with  success,  and  that  their 
deSba^tions  and  counsels  may  promote  the  happiness 
of  both  nations. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  government,  notwith- 
standing our  parties,  goes  on  at  present  very  smoothly, 
00  that  I  have  much  less  trouble  in  my  station  than 
was  expected.  Massachusetts  has  lately  been  disturb- 
ed by  some  disorderly  people ;  but  they  are  now  quel- 
led. The  rest  of  the  States  go  on  pretty  well,  except 
some  dissensions  in  Rhode  Island  and  Maryland  re- 
wpecting  paper  money.  Mr.  Fame,  whom  you  know, 
and  who  undertakes  to  deliver  this  letter  to  you,  can 
pfe  you  full  information  of  our  affairs,  and  therefore  I 
need  not  enlarge  upon  thenu  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend him  to  your  civilities.  I  have  fulfilled  all  your 
oommissions  to  the  ladies  here,  who  are  much  flattered 
by  your  kind  remembrance  of  them.  My  family  job 
b  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect  with,  my  dear 
ftiend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Fhankhn. 


TO   MESSRS.  THE   ABBES   CHALT7T   AJNTD   ARNAUD. 

Philadelphia,  17  April,  1787. 

Dear  Friends, 

Your  reflections  on  our  situation,  compared  with  that 
of  many  nations  of  Europe,  are  very  sensible  and  just 
Let  me  add,  that  only  a  virtuous  people  are  capable  of 
freedom.  As  nations  become  corrupt  and  vicious,  they 
have  more  need  of  masters. 

Our  public  affairs  go  on  as  well  as  can  reasonably 
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be  expected,  after  so  great  an  overtuniiiig.  We  have 
had  some  disorders  in  different  parts  of  the  oountiy, 
but  we  arrange  them  as  they  arise,  and  are  daily  mend- 
mg  and  improving;  so  that  I  have  no  doubt  but  aD 
will  come  right  in  time.    Tours, 

B.  Frahkuv. 


TO   THE   MARQUIS    DE    LAFATETTE. 

JUtempts  of  the  Enemies  of  .America  to  disparage  thai 
Country.  —  Constitutions  of  the  States.  — Indian  Vo- 
cabularies. 

Philadelphia,  17  April,  1787. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  the  kind  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
wridng,  in  February,  1786.  The  indolence  of  dd  age^ 
and  the  perpetual  teasing  of  too  much  busmess^  have 
made  me  so  bad  a  correspondent,  that  I  have  hardly 
written  a  letter  to  any  friend  m  Europe  during  the  W 
twelvemonth ;  but,  as  I  have  always  a  pleasure  in  hear- 
mg  from  them,  which  I  cannot  expect  will  be  con* 
tmued  if  I  do  not  write  to  them,  I  again  take  up  mj 
pen,  and  begin  with  those  whose  correspondence  is  of 
the  greatest  value ;  among  which  I  reckon  that  of  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  of  your  safe  return  to  Parisi  afker 
so  long  and  fatiguing  a  journey.  That  is  the  place 
where  your  enlightened  zeal  for  the  wdfare  of  our 
country  can  employ  itself  most  to  our  advantage,  and 
I  know  it  is  always  at  work  and  indefatigable.  Our 
enemies  are,  as  you  observe,  very  industrious  m  de- 
preciating our  national  character.  Their  abuse  some- 
times provokes  me,  and  I  am  almost  ready  to  retaliate; 
but  I  have  held  my  hand,  though  there  is  abundant 
room  for  recrimination;  because  I  woukl  do  nothing 
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that  migfat  hasten  another  quarrel  by  exasperatmg  those, 
who  are  still  sore  from  their  late  disgraces.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  best,  that  they  should  please  themselves  with 
fimcying  us  weak,  and  poor,  and  divided,  and  friend- 
less; they  may  then  not  be  jealous  of  our  growing 
strmgth,  which,  since  the  peate,  does  really  make  rapid 
progress,  and  may  be  less  intent  on  interrupting  it 

I  do  not  wonder  that  the  Germans,  who  know  litde 
of  fi'ee  constitutions,  should  be  ready  to  suppose  that 
such  cannot  support  themselves.  We  think  they  may, 
and  we  hope  to  prove  it.  That  there  should  be  frtuhs 
in  our  first  sketches  or  plans  of  government  b  not 
surprising;  rather,  considering  the  tunes,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were  formed,  it  is  sur- 
prismg  that  the  faults  are  so  few.  Those  in  the  gen- 
eral confederating  articles  are  now  about  to  be  consid- 
ered in  a  convention  called  for  that  express  purpose; 
these  will  indeed  be  the  most  difficult  to  rectify. 
Those  of  particular  States  will  undoubtedly  be  rectified, 
as  their  inconveniences  shall  by  experience  be  made 
manifest.  And,  whatever  difference  of  sentiment  there 
may  be  among  us  respecting  particular  regulations,  the 
enthusiastic  rejoicings,  with  which  the  day  of  declared 
independence  is  annually  celebrated,  demonstrate  the 
universal  satisfaction  of  the  people  with  the  Revolution 
and  its  grand  principles. 

I  enclose  the  vocabulary  you  sent  me,  with  the  words 
of  the  Shawanese  and  Delaware  4anguages,  which 
Colonel  Harmar  has  procured  for  me.  He  is  promised 
one  more  complete,  which  I  shall  send  you  as  soon  as 
it  comes  to  my  hands. 

My  grandson,  whom  you  so  kindly  inquire  after,  is  at 
his  estate  in  the  Jerseys,  and  amuses  himself  with  cul- 
tivating his  lands.  I  wish  he  would  seriously  make  a 
business  of  it,  and  renounce  all  thoughts  of  public  em- 
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ployment,  for  I  think  agriculture  the  most  honorable, 
because  the  most  independent,  of  all  professions.  But 
I  believe  he  hankers  a  litde  after  Paris,  or  some  other 
of  the  polished  cides  of  Europe,  thinking  the  society 
there  preferable  to  what  he  meets  with  in  the  woods 
of  Ancocas ;  as  it  certainly  is.  If  he  was  now  her^  he 
would  undoubtedly  join  with  me  and  the  rest  oi  my 
iiaLmily,  who  are  much  flattered  by  your  remembrance 
of  them,  in  best  wbhes  for  your  health  and  prosperity, 
and  that  of  your  whole  amiable  fireside.  Tou  will 
allow  an  old  friend  of  fourscore  to  say  he  lavei  your 
wife,  when  he  adds,  and  children,  and  prays  God  to 
bless  them  alL  Adieu ;  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Fravklut. 


TO   THE   ABB£   MORELUBT. 

Personal  Circumstances. — Freedom  of  Commerce. — 
Condition  of  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  93  April,  1787. 

My  very  DEAR  Friend, 
I  received,  though  long  after  they  were  written,  your 
very  agreeable  favors  of  October  30th,  1786,  and  Feb- 
ruary 9th,  1786,*  with  the  pieces  enclosed,  productions 
of  the  Auteuilt  JJcademy  of  Belles  Lettres.  Your  kind 
and  friendly  wishes  and  congratulations  are  extremely 
obliging.  It  gives  me  an  infinite  pleasure  to  find,  that 
I  still  retain  a  favorable  place  in  the  remembrance  of 
the  worthy  and  the  good,  whose  delightful  and  instruc- 
tive society  I  had  the  happiness  of  enjoymg  while  I 
resided  in  France. 

*  See  "Memoirefl  de  TAbb^  Morellet,"  Tom.  I.  p.  396. 

f  The  residence  of  Madame  Ilelvetius,  wiUi  whom  the  Abb6  Ifords^ 
CiUianiB,  La  Roche,  and  other  literary  fricndi  ptwed  ranch  of  tfanr 
time.  — W.T.  F. 
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But,  though  I  could  not  leave  that  dear  nation  with- 
out regret,  I  certainly  did  right  in  coming  home.  I  am 
here  in  my  niche  m  my  own  house,  in  the  bosom  of 
my  femily,  my  daughter  and  grandchildren  all  about 
me^  among  my  old  friends,  or  the  sons  of  my  friends, 
who  equally  respect  me ;  and  who  all  speak  and  un- 
deretand  the  same  language  with  me ;  and  you  know, 
Aat,  ]i  a  man  desires  to  be  useful  by  the  exercise  of 
his  mental  faculties,  he  loses  half  their  force  when  in 
a  iiMreign  country,  where  he  can  only  express  himself 
ma  language  with  which  he  is  not  well  acquainted. 
In  short,  I  enjoy  here  every  opportunity  of  domg  good, 
and  erery  thmg  else  I  could  wish  for,  except  repose ; 
and  that  I  may  soon  expect,  eidier  by  the  cessation  of 
my  olGce,  which  cannot  last  more  than  three  years,  or 
by  ceasing  to  live. 

I  am  of  the  same  opinion  with  you,  respectmg  the 
freedom  of  commerce,  especially  in  countries  where  di« 
rect  taxes  are  practicable.  This  will  be  our  case  in 
time,  when  our  wide-extended  country  fills  up  with  in- 
habitants. But  at  present  they  are  so  widely  setded, 
often  five  or  six  miles  distant  from  one  another  in  the 
btdL  country,  that  the  collection  of  a  direct  tax  is  al- 
most impossible,  the  trouble  of  the  collectors'  gomg 
frtmi  house  to  house  amounting  to  more  than  the  value 
of  the  tax.  Nothing  can  be  better  expressed  than 
your  sentiments  are  on  this  pomt,  where  you  prefer 
fiherty  of  trading,  culdvating,  manufactiuing,  &c,  even 
to  dvil  liberty,  this  being  afiected  but  rarely,  the  other 
every  hour.  Our  debt  occasioned  by  the  war  being 
heavy,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  using  imposts, 
and  every  method  we  can  think  of,  to  assist  in  raising 
a  revenue  to  discharge  it;  but  in  sentiment  we  are 
well  disposed  to  abolish  duties  on  importation,  as  soon 
as  we  posmbly  can  afford  to  do  so. 

▼OL.   X.  Z 
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Whatever  may  be  reported  by  the  English  m  Eu- 
rope, you  may  be  assured,  that  our  peofie  are  ahnost 
unanimous  in  being  satisfied  with  the  Revdution.  Their 
unbounded  respect  for  all  who  were  prindpaDj  con- 
cerned in  it,  whether  as  warriors  or  statesmen,  and  the 
enthusiastic  joy  with  which  the  day  of  the  dedaration 
of  independence  is  everywhere  annuaUy  celebrated, 
are  indubitable  proofs  of  this  truth.  In  one  or  two  of 
the  States  there  have  been  some  discontents  on  par- 
tial and  local  subjects;  these  may  have  been  foment- 
ed, as  the  accounts  of  them  are  exaggerated,  bj  our 
ancient  enemies ;  but  they  are  now  nearly  suppressed, 
and  the  rest  of  the  States  enjoy  peace  and  good  or- 
der, and  flourish  amazingly.  The  crops  have  been 
good  for  several  years  past,  the  price  rf  country  pro- 
duce high,  from  foreign  demand,  and  it  fetches  ready 
money;  rents  are  high  m  our  towns,  which  increase 
fast  by  new  buildings;  laborers  and  artisans  have 
high  wages  well  paid,  and  vast  tracts  of  new  land  are 
continuaDy  clearing  and  rendered  fit  for  cultivation. 

The  pains  you  have  taken  to  translate  the  con- 
gratulatory addresses,  which  I  received  on  my  airival^ 
is  a  fresh  proof  of  the  continuance  of  your  friendship 
for  me,  which  has  afforded  me  as  much  satisfaction  as 
the  addresses  themselves,  and  you  vrill  readily  befieve^ 
that  for  me  this  is  not  saying  little ;  for  this  welcome 
of  my  fellow  citizens  has  far  surpassed  my  hopes. 
Popular  favor,  not  the  most  constant  thmg  in  the  worid^ 
stands  by  me.  My  election  to  the  presidency  for  Ae 
second  year  was  unanimous.  Will  this  disposition  con- 
tinue the  same  for  the  third  ?  Nothing  b  more  donbt- 
fuL  A  man,  who  holds  a  high  office,  finds  himself  so 
often  exposed  to  the  danger  of  disobliging  some  one 
hi  the  fulfilment  of  his  duty,  that  the  resentmmt  of 
those,  whom  he  has  thus  offended,  being  greater 
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the  gratitude  of  those  whom  he  has  served,  it  ahnost 
always  happens,  that,  while  he  is  violently  attacked,  he 
is  feebly  defended  Tou  will  not  be  surprised,  di^i, 
if  you  learn,  that  I  have  not  closed  my  political  career 
with  the  same  eclatf  vnth  which  it  commenced. 

I  am  sorry  for  what  you  tell  me  of  the  mdisposi- 
tion  you  have  experienced.  I  sometimes  wonder,  that 
Providence  does  not  protect  the  good  from  all  evil  and 
from  every  suflfering.  This  should  be  so  in  the  best 
of  worlds ;  and,  since  it  is  not  so,  I  am  piously  led  to 
believe,  that,  if  our  world  is  not  indeed  the  best,  we 
must  lay  the  blame  on  the  bad  quality  of  the  materials 
of  which  it  is  made.  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  with  sin- 
cere esteem  and  affection,  ever  yours, 

B.  Frahklut. 


FROM   MATHER  BYLES   TO   B.    rRANKUIf. 

BoitoB,  14  May,  1787. 

Sir, 
It  is  long  smce  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you 
by  Mr.  Edward  Church,  to  thank  you  for  your  friendly 
mention  of  me  in  a  letter,  that  I  find  was  transmitted 
to  the  University  of  Aberdeen.  I  doubt  whether  you 
ev^  received  it;  but,  under  great  weakness  by  old 
age  and  a  palsy,  I  seize  this  opportunity  of  employing 
my  daughter  to  repeat  the  thanks,  which  I  aimed  to  ex- 
press in  that  letter.  Your  Excellency  is  now  the 
man,  that  I  early  expected  to  see  you,  I  congratulate 
my  country  upon  her  having  produced  a  Franklin,  and 
can  only  add,  I  wish  to  meet  you  where  complete 
felicity  and  we  shall  be  for  ever  united.  I  am,  my 
dear  and  early  friend,  your  most  affectionate  and  hum- 
ble servant,  M.  Btles. 
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P.  S.  I  refer  you  to  the  bearer,  Mr*  Pieipoiit,  to  in- 
form you  how  my  life,  and  that  of  my  dau^ters,  ha^e 
been  saved  by  your  points. 


TO   THOMAS   JORDAN,   LONDOK. 

Reminiscences  of  his  Friends. 

Philadelphia,  18  May,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  February  27th, 
together  with  the  cask  of  porter  you  have  been  80 
good  as  to  send  me.  We  have  here  at  present  what 
the  French  call  une  assemblee  des  notables^  a  conven- 
tion composed  of  some  of  the  principal  people  from 
the  several  States  of  our  confederation.  They  did  me 
the  honor  of  dining  with  me  last  Wednesday,  when 
the  cask  was  broached,  and  its  contents  met  with  the 
most  cordial  reception  and  universal  approbation,  bk 
short,  the  company  agreed  unanimously,  that  it  was 
the  best  porter  they  had  ever  tasted.  Accept  my 
thanks,  a  poor  return,  but  all  I  can  make  at  present 

Your  letter  reminds  me  of  many  happy  days  we 
have  passed  together,  and  the  dear  friends  with  wIkmi 
we  passed  them;  some  of  whom,  alas!  have  left  ufl^ 
and  we  must  regret  their  loss,  although  our  Hawkes- 
worth  is  become  an  Mventurer  in  more  happy  regions; 
and  our  Stanley*  gone,  ^^  where  only  his  own  harmomf 
can  be  exceeded."  You  give  me  joy  in  telling  me^ 
that  you  are  f^  on  the  pinnacle  of  contentJ^  Without  it 
no  situation  can  be  happy ;  with  it,  any.  One  mc 
of  becoming  content  with  one's  situation  is  the 
paring  it  with  a  worse.    Thus,  when  I  conader  how 

*  John  Stanley,  an  eminent  musician  and  compoier,  became  Uind  at 
the  age  of  two  yeare.— W.  T.  F. 
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many  tarrible  diseases  the  human  body  is  liable  to, 
I  comfort  myself  that  only  three  incurable  ones  have 
&Uen  to  my  share,  viz.  the  gout,  the  stone,  and  dd 
age ;  and  that  these  have  not  yet  deprived  me  of  my 
natural  cheerfdness,  my  delight  in  books,  and  enjoy- 
ment of  social  conversation. 

I  am  glad  to  hear,  that  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  is  married, 
and  has  an  amiable  lady  and  children.  It  is  a  better 
{dan  than  that  he  once  proposed,  of  getting  Mrs.  Wright 
to  make  him  a  wax-work  wife  to  sit  at  the  head  of  his 
table.  For  after  all,  wedlock  is  the  natural  state  of 
nan.  A  bachelor  is  not  a  complete  human  being.  He 
18  like  the  odd  half  of  a  pair  of  scissors,  which  has 
not  yet  found  its  fellow,  and  therefore  is  not  even  half 
80  useful  as  they  might  be  together. 

I  hardly  know  which  to  admire  most ;  the  wonder- 
fid  discoveries  made  by  Herschel,  or  the  indefatigable 
ingeniii^  by  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  make  them. 
Let  us  hope,  my  friend,  that,  when  free  fix)m  these 
bodily  embarrassments,  we  may  roam  together  through 
of  the  systems  he  has  explored,  conducted  by 
of  our  old  companions  afready  acquainted  with 
Hawkesworth  will  enliven  our  progress  with 
his  cheerful,  sensible  converse,  and  Stanley  accompany 
the  music  of  the  spheres. 

Mr.  Watmaugh  tells  me,  for  I  immediately  inquired 
afiar  her,  that  your  daughter  is  alive  and  well  I  re- 
mraoiber  her  a  most  promising  and  beautiful  child,  and 
therefore  do  not  wonder,  that  she  is  grown,  as  he  says, 
a  jfine  woman.  God  bless  her  and  you,  my  dear  friend, 
and  every  thing  that  pertsdns  to  you,  is  the  smcere 
praytf  of  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Frankun, 

in  his  eighty-second  year. 

rou  X,  39  z* 
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TO    GEORGE    WHATLET« 

United  States  Bank.  —  Commercial  Treaty. — Scheme 
for  Coining.  —  Dr.  Riley. 

Philadelphii,  18  May,  1787. 

I  received  duly  my  good  old  friend's  letter  of  the 
19th  of  February.  I  thank  you  much  fen*  your  notes 
on  banks ;  they  are  just  and  solid,  as  far  as  I  can  judge 
of  them.  Our  bank  here  has  met  with  great  op- 
position, partly  from  envy,  and  partly  fix)m  those  wlio 
wish  an  emission  of  more  paper  money,  which  they 
think  the  bank  mfluence  prevents.  But  it  has  stood 
aD  attacks,  and  went  on  well,  notwithstanding  the  As- 
sembly repealed  its  charter.  A  new  Assembly  has  re* 
stored  it;  and  the  management  is  so  jnudenty  that  I 
have  no  doubt  of  its  continuing  to  go  on  welL  The 
dividend  has  never  been  less  than  six  per  cent^  nor 
will  that  be  augmented  for  some  time,  as  the  suiphtt 
profit  is  reserved  to  face  accidents.  The  dividend 
of  eleven  per  cent,  which  was  once  made,  was  from  a 
circumstance  scarce  avoidable.  A  new  company  was 
proposed ;  and  prevented  only  by  admitting  a  numbor 
of  new  partners.  As  many  of  the  first  set  were  avene 
to  this,  and  chose  to  withdraw,  it  was  necess»y  to 
settle  their  accounts;  so  all  were  adjusted,  the  profits 
shared  that  had  been  accumulated,  and  the  new  and 
old  proprietors  jointly  began  on  a  new  and  equal  fi»fe- 
ing.  Their  notes  are  always  instantly  paid  on  demand» 
and  pass  on  all  occasions  as  readily  as  silver,  because 
they  will  always  produce  silver. 

Your  medallion  is  in  good  company;  it  is  pbced 
with  those  of  Lord  Chatham,  Lord  Camden,  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  Sir  George  Saville,  and  some  otha^ 
who  honored  me  with  a  show  of  friendly  regard^ 
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IB  Eng^nd  1  betteve  I  have  thanked  you  for  it,  but 
I  thank  you  again. 

I  believe,  with  you,  that  if  our  Plenipo  is  desirous 
of  concluding  a  treaty  of  commerce,  he  may  need  p»« 
tience.  If  I  were  in  his  place,  and  not  otherwise  in- 
stnxried,  I  should  be  apt  to  say,  '^Take  your  own  time, 
gentlemen.  If  the  treaty  cannot  be  made  as  much  to 
jam  advantage  as  to  ours,  don't  make  it  I  am  sore 
die  want  of  it  b  not  more  to  our  disadvantage  than 
to  yours.  Let  the  merchants  on  both  sides  treat  with 
one  aiuytber.    Lodssez-les  faire.^ 

I  have  nev^  considered  attentively  the  Congress^ 
idM»ne  for  coining,  and  I  have  it  not  now  at  hand,  sd 
dttt  at  present  I  can  say  nothing  to  it  The  chidf  useft 
of  eoining  seem  to  be  the  ascertaming  the  fineness  ef 
Ae  metals,  and  saving  the  time  that  would  otherwise 
be  spent  in  weighing  to  ascertam  the  quality.  But 
the  convenience  of  fixed  values  to  pieces  is  so  great, 
as  to  force  the  currency  of  some  whose  stamp  is  worn 
ofl^  that  should  have  assured  their  fineness,  and  which 
are  evidently  not  of  half  their  due  weight;  the  case 
at  present  with  the  sixpences  in  England ;  which,  one 
with  another,  do  not  weigh  threepence. 

You  are  now  seventy-eight,  and  I  am  eighty-two; 
yoo  tread  fast  upon  my  heels;  but,  though  you  have 
more  strength  and  spirit,  you  cannot  come  up  with 
me  till  I  stop,  which  must  now  be  soon;  for  I  am 
grown  so  old  as  to  have  buried  most  of  the  friends 
of  my  youth,  and  I  now  often  hear  persons  whom  I 
knew  when  children,  called  old  Mr.  such-a-one,  to  dis- 
tmguish  them  from  their  sons  now  men  grown  and  in 
busmess ;  so  that,  by  living  twelve  years  beyond  Da- 
vid's period,  I  seem  to  have  intruded  myself  into  the 
company  of  posterity,  when  I  ought  to  have  been  abed 
and  asleep.    Yet,  had  I  gone  at  seventy,  it  woukl  have 
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cut  off  twelve  of  the  most  active  years  oS  my  life,  em« 
ployed  too  in  matters  of  the  greatest  importance;  but 
whether  I  have  been  doing  good  or  mischief  is  fot 
time  to  discover.  I  only  know  that  I  intended  well, 
and  I  hope  all  will  end  well. 

Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  affecticmate  respects 
to  Dr.  Riley.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  him, 
and  shall  write  to  him  shortly.  It  will  be  a  {deasure 
to  him  to  knowy  that  my  malady  does  not  grow  sensi- 
bly worse,  and  that  is  a  great  point ;  for  it  has  always 
been  so  tolerable,  as  not  to  prevent  my  enjoying  tjbe 
pleasures  of  society,  and  being  cheerful  in  conversatiaii. 
I  owe  this  in  a  great  measure  to  his  good  counsels. 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  Frakklut. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  CAMPOMANES  TO  B.  FRAVKLDr. 

Jlmerican  Philosophical  Society.  —  S^nish  and 
Arabic  Dictionary. 

Translation. 

Madrid,  M  May,  1787. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  December, 
directed  to  me  as  a  member  of  the  American  Ph]k>- 
sophical  Society,  and  accompanied  by  the  second  vol- 
ume of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  contaming  the 
statutes  of  that  body,  a  list  of  its  members,  and  various 
experiments,  observations,  and  writings  chiefly  relative 
to  the  natural  and  exact  sciences.  For  this  mark  of 
attention  I  am  much  indebted  to  your  Excellency,  as 
well  as  to  our  Society,  in  whose  worics  I  now  fed  a 
personal  interest,  since  they  have  done  me  the  hcmor 
to  make  me  one  of  their  body.    In  these  writings  abo 
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I  discover  so  much  judgment,  sound  criticism,  and  in- 
telUgence,  in  regard  to  the  subjects  on  which  they  treat, 
that  I  am  persuaded  they  will  contribute  effectually  to 
extend  and  promote  useful  knowledge,  die  laudable 
object  for  which  our  Sodety  was  instituted;  and  its 
labors,  being  renewed  by  the  return  of  peace,  may 
soon  rival  those  of  the  most  ancient  and  celebrated  in- 
stitutions of  a  similar  kind  in  Europe. 

In  the  midst  of  my  public  duties  at  the  head  of  the 
Onrndl,  which  station  I  have  held  for  the  last  threfe 
years,  the  Society  and  its  illustrious  President  will  at 
ways  find  me  ready  to  contribute  to  its  service,  as  firr 
as  the  circumstances  of  my  situation  will  admit,  and  as 
often  as  subjects  occur,  which  may  appear  to  answer 
die  ends  in  view. 

With  the  books,  which  our  Academy  of  History  hu 
sent  to  your  Excellency,  is  the  first  vdume  of  tli6 
Dkdanario  Espand^  Latina-^abigOj  printed  iindef  ttjr 
dhection.  I  have  prefixed  to  it  a  discourse  on  the 
Utility  of  the  study  of  the  Arabic  language,  pardcularijr 
for  Spaniards;  a  consideration,  which  induced  me  to 
devote  to  the  study  of  this  language,  in  my  youth,  such 
Idsure  as  I  could  spare  from  the  busmess  of  my  pro- 
(essbn.  The  remainmg  volumes  are  in  press,  and  I 
shall  take  care  to  forward  them  as  soon  as  they  are 
published.  Your  letter,  with  the  gift  accompanying  i^ 
has  renewed  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  which  I  eil'^ 
tertained  for  your  former  favors,  and  the  esteem  and 
fiiendship  which  I  have  always  expressed  for  youl' 
character.  May  your  life  be  prolonged  many  and  hap* 
py  years.    I  am,  &c. 

Count  ds  Campomanss. 
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FROM   THOMAS   PAINE   TO  B.   FRAVKLIir. 

Journey  in  France. — Paris. — Firewarks. — Modd 
of  a  Bridge. 

Paiiii  99  jQiie»  1787. 

Mt  dear  Sir, 

We  left  New  York  on  the  26th  of  Ajxil,  and  airived 
at  Havre  de  Grace  on  the  26th  of  May.  I  set  off  in 
company  with  M.  Gemon,  a  French  gentleman,  passen- 
ger from  America,  for  Paris.  I  stayed  one  day  at  Rouen, 
to  take  a  view  of  the  place  from  whence  the  kings  of 
England  date  their  origin.  There  are  yet  some  remains 
of  the  Palace  of  the  Dukes  of  Normandy;  but  the  Par- 
liament House  has  such  a  resemblance  to  Westnunster 
Hall,  I  mean  the  great  hall  as  you  enter,  that,  had  I  not 
known  I  had  been  in  Normandy,  I  might  have  sap- 
posed  myself  at  London.  The  breadth  of  the  room  is 
nearly  seventy  feet,  and  the  roof  is  constructed  ezacdy 
m  the  manner  of  that  at  Westminster.  The  countiy 
from  Havre  to  Rouen  is  the  richest  I  ever  saw.  The 
crops  are  abundant,  and  the  cultivation  in  nice  and 
beautiful  order.  Every  thing  appeared  to  be  m  full- 
ness; the  people  very  stout,  the  women  exceedinj^ 
fair,  and  the  horses  of  a  vast  size  and  veiy  &t.  I  saw 
several  at  Havre  that  were  seventeen  hands  high.  I 
deposited  the  model  of  the  bridge  at  the  custom- 
house, the  superintendent  of  which  undertook  to  send 
it  to  Paris  as  soon  as  an  order  should  be  procured  far 
that  purpose,  as  he  did  not  think  himself  authorized  to 
do  it  without,  it  being  an  imported  article. 

I  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  30th  May,  and  the  next 
day  began  delivering  the  letters  you  were  so  kind  as 
to  honor  me  with.  My  reception  here,  m  consequence 
of  them,  has  been  abimdantly  cordial  and   friendly. 
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I  have  recehred  visits  and  invitations  from  aD  who  were 
in  town.  The  Duke  de  Rochefoucauld  and  General 
ChasteDux  are  m  the  country.  I  dmed  yesterday  with 
an  (rid  friend  of  yours,  M .  Malesherbes,  who  is  of  the 
new  Council  of  Finances,  and  who  received  me  with 
a  heartbess  of  friendship.  It  must  have  been  a  very 
strong  attachment  to  America,  that  drew  you  from  this 
coantry,  for  your  friends  are  very  numerous  and  very 
aflfectionate. 

M.  Le  Roy  has  been  most  attentively  kind  to  me. 
As  he  speaks  English,  there  is  scarcely  a  day  passes 
without  an  interview.  He  took  me  a  few  days  ago  to 
see  an  old  friend  of  yours,  M.  Buffon ;  but  we  were 
informed  by  the  servant,  that  he  was  very  ill,  and 
under  the  operation  of  medicine,  on  which  we  defeired 
our  intention.  In  the  evening  he  sent  me  an  invitation 
to  see  an  exhibition  of  fireworks  of  a  new  kind,  made 
of  inflammable  air.  It  was  done  as  an  experiment 
The  exhibition  was  in  a  room.  The  performer  had 
two  large  bladders  of  air,  one  under  each  arm,  with 
I»pes  from  them  communicating  with  the  figures  to  be 
represented ;  such  as  suns,  moons,  stars,  flowers,  archi- 
tecture, and  figures  of  moving  machinery.  By  com- 
pressing the  bladders  and  mixing  the  air,  he  produced 
the  most  beautiful  and  sudden  transitions  of  light  and 
colors,  increased  or  diminished  the  motion,  and  exhib- 
ited the  most  pleasing  scene  of  that  kind,  that  can  be 
imagined. 

The  model  fix)m  Havre  is  not  yet  arrived,  but  a  let- 
ter received  from  thence  yesterday  informs  me,  that  it 
is  on  the  road,  and  will  be  here  in  about  eight  days. 
There  is  a  great  curiosity  here  to  see  it,  as  bridges 
have  lately  been  a  capital  subject.  A  new  bridge  is 
begun  over  the  Seine,  opposite  the  Palais  de  Bourbon 
and  the  Place  de  Louis  Quinze.    It  is  about  the  breadth 
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of  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  Abb6  Moriey  tells  me  will 
cost  five  millions  of  livres.    It  is  on  piers. 

Tour  old  friend  M.  Terenet,  the  bridge  architect,  is 
yet  living.  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  M.  Le  Roy. 
He  has  taken  a  residence  in  the  Elysian  Fields  for  the 
purpose  of  bemg  near  the  works.  He  has  bvited  me 
to  see  his  house  at  Paris,  where  all  his  drawings  and 
models  are.  By  the  next  packet,  I  will  write  to  you 
respectmg  the  opinion  of  the  Academy  on  the  modd. 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Clymer  to  send  me  some 
Philadelphia  and  American  news.  Please  to  present 
me  with  much  respect  to  your  family,  and  to  aD  my 
good  friends  around  you.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affec- 
tionate and  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Paimx. 


FROM   COUNT  DE   BUFFON  TO   B.   FRAKKLDr. 

Translation. 

Au  J&rdin  da  Ro,  18  Jnlf,  ITSf. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  always  feel  under  great  obligations  to  you,  in 
finding  that  you  sometimes  think  of  me,  and  that^  in. 
the  midst  of  your  great  occupations,  you  have  been 
so  thoughtful  as  to  send  me  seeds  and  rare  plants  for 
the  King's  garden.  I  should  be  delighted  to  learn 
something  of  the  progress  of  your  Philosophical  Socie- 
ty,  of  which  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  elect  me 
a  member.  I  have  just  finished  my  IRstoire  JVTaiurelU 
de  Mimraux ;  and,  if  the  Society  does  not  possess  this 
vfoxkj  or  if  any  volume  is  missmg,  I  should  be  most 
happy  to  forw^ard  it  to  you. 

Tell  me  also  about  your  health,  which  is  much  bet- 
i&  than  mine.    My  pains  are  not  very  severe,  but  tb^ 
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are  almost  without  intermisfflon.  Your  example,  how* 
evw,  makes  me  hope,  that  they  may  all  go  off;  for  I 
understand,  that  since  your  return  to  America  your 
healdi  has  been  restored.  I  should  like  to  hear  sK> 
from  yourself  and  to  learn  if  you  hare  used  any  par- 
ticolar  remedy.  None  of  those,  which  I  have  tskea 
thus  &r,  has  been  of  any  avail,  a  mild  treatment  be- 
iiig  absolutely  the  only  one  which  I  can  bear.  As 
your  advice  would  certainly  be  useful  to  me,  and  I 
diould  have  more  confidence  in  you  than  in  all  the 
physicians,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  from  yoursdf 
wImI  treatment  or  remedies  you  have  found  most  beii- 
eficiaL  Accept  the  sentiments  of  strong  and  tender 
attachment,  with  which  I  shall  ever  remam,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  am  now  printing  a  treatise  on  the  proper- 
ties and  use  of  the  magnet,  in  which  I  show  the  cbse 
connexion  of  electricity  with  magnetism,  and  with  the 
action  of  subterraneous  fires  in  volcanoes.  I  shall  have 
the  honor  to  send  it  to  you,  as  soon  as  it  is  out 
My  fiiend,  M.  Fanjas  de  Samt  Fond,  who  has  a  great 
regard  for  you,  desires  me  to  present  to  you  his 
respects. 


FROM    THE    ABb£    MORELLET   TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Reminiscences.  —  Commercial  Regulations^  as  to  bnposls 
and  Taxation. — Affairs  in  France. — Madame  J3M- 
vetius.  —  Paine^s  Model  of  an  iron  Bridge. 

Translation. 

Anteofl,  81  Jnly,  1787. 
My  dear  Friend, 

I  cannot  express  to  you  the  pleasure  your  letters 
gave  us,  especially  the  details  into  which  you  have 
VOL.  X.  40  a  A 
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gone  respecting  your  healtb,  and  all  that  partkmlarly 
concerns  yourself.  It  is  a  delightful  thought  to  us,  and 
one  on  which  we  love  to  dwell,  that,  at  the  age  to 
which  you  have  attained,  and  after  having  pursued  so 
honorable  a  career,  you  have  found,  in  the  bosom  of 
your  own  country,  all  those  enjoyments  of  which  your 
age  is  susceptible.  Tou  know  how  much  we  desire 
their  long  continuance.  Believe  me,  our  happiness 
would  be  incomplete  without  this  hope.  I  say  this  in 
the  name  of  the  whole  Academy  of  AuteuiL 

Since  its  productions  have  afforded  you  an  hooPs 
amusement,  here  are  more  of  them,  on  which  I  sfadi 
be  much  pleased  to  have  your  opinion,  and  that  of 
your  friends.  They  are,  moreover,  m  your  own  tem 
of  pleasantry,  and  somewhat,  I  conceive,  m  that  of 
Swift,  with  rather  less  of  his  dark  misanthropy.  At 
any  rate,  Dr.  Jonathan  and  Dr.  Benjamin  are  the  models 
on  whom  I  have  fixed  my  eyes ;  and  perhaps  Nature 
herself  has  given  me  something  of  the  turn  of  bodi 
in  the  art  of  speaking  the  truth  in  a  jesting  way,  or 
without  seeming  to  speak  it.  The  difiiculty  is»  that 
one  cannot  laugh  outright  at  every  thing  which  is  tndj 
laughable. 

In  the  dedication  of  your  College  in  the  Coantjr  of 
Lancaster,  and  the  fine  procession,  and  the  religioos 
ceremony,  where  were  met  together  Presbyterians^ 
Episcopalians,  Lutherans,  Catholics,  Moravians,  e  ftifft 
quanti,  there  was  toleration  in  practice.  I  have 
lated  the  whole  of  the  pamphlet  which  you  sent 
and  had  it  inserted  in  our  Mercury.  I  think,  indeed, 
that  many  readers  will  not  perceive  its  scope,  but  it 
will  not  be  thrown  away  upon  every  one.  You  see 
that  I  continue  to  diffuse,  as  far  as  is  in  my  pdwer, 
religious  tolerance;  but,  for  all  this,  I  do  not  neglect 
the  spirit  of  commercial  liberality,  and  I  fear,  that  ^ 
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latter  iMkes  too  little  progress  among  you.  The  du- 
ties en  fiM^ign  merchandise,  which  you  think  neces- 
sary  ia  your  country,  because  you  cannot  levy  direct 
taxes  diere,  I  consider  as  opposed  to  freedom  of  trade, 
when  they  are  resorted  to  as  sources  of  revenue ;  but 
I  fear  lest  they  should  come  to  be  looked  upon  among 
you,  in  the  same  light  that  they  are  throughout  Europe, 
aa  a  fine  stroke  of  policy,  mtended  to  increase  natk)nal 
ocnnmerce  and  wealth  at  the  expense  of  foreign  com- 
merce and  wealth,  which  is  arrant  folly. 

I  have  reason  to  think,  that  you  may  follow  our  ex- 
ample on  this  pomt,  since  reading  a  pamphlet  printed 
at  Philadelphia,  and,  as  the  titlepage  bears,  read  be- 
fell the  Society  for  Political  Inquiry^  at  your  house, 
jourself  being  present.  In  this,  the  author  recom- 
imends  duties  and  prohibitions  to  secure  navigation  from 
tiort  to  port  in  America;  as  if^  with  all  her  advantages 
m  dib  line,  she  had  any  cause  to  fear  the  rivalry  of 
fciieign  nations ;  as  if  she  had  not  many  more  profitable 
modes  of  employmg  her  capital  and  her  men;  as  if 
Ihe  restramts  upon  her  own  commerce,  and  that  of 
fbre^n  natk)ns,  resulting  fit)m  such  legislation,  would 
not  cause  her  to  lose  more  than  she  could  expect  to 
gain;  as  if  she  needed  any  other  commercial  regula- 
tioiui,  than  would  naturally  grow  out  of  a  good  maiket 
Ibr  her  staple  commodities,  her  fisheries,  and  the  like. 

When  you  spoke  to  me  of  duties  on  imports,  whk^h 
yott  said  you  were  obliged  to  impose,  in  order  to 
defray  the  public  expenses  and  for  the  payment  of 
die  natbnal  debt,  and  which  you  should  repeal  as 
foon  as  you  could  do  without  them  and  could  levy 
a  land-tax,  although  I  did  not  approve  such  a  prac- 
(iee,  yet  I  looked  upon  it  as  honest,  and  perhaps 
necessary  for  a  time.  You  impose  duties  that  you 
mj  rmse  money ;  this  is  plsdn.    But  the  author  of 
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your  pamphlet  levies  imposts  to  secure  to  AmencA  het 
nayigation,  and  a  balance  of  trade  in  hw  &yor.  He 
already  follows  in  the  steps  of  European  gOYemmentSi 
who  have  disguised  all  the  tyranny  they  have  exercised 
over  commerce,  under  these  false  pretences;  and  I 
confess,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  you  pursuing 
the  same  crooked  course. 

You  have  learned  from  the  common  channels  of 
news  what  great  changes  have  taken  place  here.  On 
this  head  there  is  too  much  to  be  said,  to  make  it  the 
subject  of  a  letter.  The  most  important  events^  and 
the  acts  of  M.  de  Calonne,  of  the  Assembly  of  Nota- 
bles, and  of  the  new  administration,  may  all  be  fiiund 
in  great  printed  books,  some  copies  of  which  will 
doubdess  cross  the  Atlantic  and  reach  your  handa.  If 
you  take  any  interest  in  these  thmgs,  they  wiU  affijid 
you  greater  facilities  of  informadon  respecting  them^ 
than  a  letter  could  do.  The  only  thing  I  can  teD 
you,  which  may  be  interesting  to  you,  is,  that  our 
new  Minister  of  Finance,  the  Archbishop  of  Toulouae^ 
b  a  very  well  mformed  and  intelligent  man,  well  skilled 
in  managing  affairs  and  men,  familiar  with  all  sound 
principles,  and  having  resolution  to  put  them  in  prac- 
tice. You  must  know,  that  entire  freedom  of  tiade 
finds  a  place  among  the  maxims  of  his  admmistratioo» 
and  that  he  will  subject  it  to  no  restricdon»  but  soxk 
as  he  may  be  forced  to  lay  upon  it  by  circumstances^ 
which  he  will  always  endeavour  to  remove  and  alter, 
as  far  as  may  be  m  his  power.  You  are  not  ignorant 
perhaps,  that  I  can  testify  as  to  his  way  of  thinlrmg^ 
since  I  have  learned  it  in  an  acquaintance  of  neaily 
forty  years,  which  still  subsists. 

Here  is  some  hope  for  our  country;  but  previooi 
disorders,  and  other  causes,  which  I  shaD  not  mentioii 
to  you,  may  thwart  or  retard,  more  or  less^  the 
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of  this  new  admiaistration,  and  a  crisis  is  at  hand  diat 
may  lay  aD  our  hopes  in  the  dust  But  no  matter;  I 
still  hope,  as  you  know,  in  the  further  progress  of  the 
human  race;  and  I  have  taken  it  into  my  head  to 
embody  this  sentiment  in  a  little  allegory,  which  I 
send  you. 

Our  Lady  of  JluteuU*  enjoyed  highly  all  the  good 
news  you  communicated  to  us  about  yourself  and 
especially  the  letter  you  addressed  to  her.  She  will 
answer  "you,  as  will  also  the  Abb6  de  la  Roche.  Het 
catst  have  somewhat  diminished  in  numbers,  thanks 
to  the  buU-dog  your  grandson  left  with  us.  The  trouble 
is,  that  no  one  will  rid  us  of  Botdety  which  is  the  French 
name  she  has  given  him.  Here  he  still  is  for  oar 
BUS.  His  mistress  places  him  at  her  side,  on  one  of 
her  fourteen  chatses-UmgueSj  and  he  is  the  master  of 
die  house,  we  his  humble  servants  obliged  to  open  the 
door  for  him  about  forty  or  fifty  times  in  an  evenbg. 
But  she  received  him  from  your  grandson,  and  that  is 
a  good  reason  for  us  to  bear  patiently  all  the  trouble 
he  inflicts  on  us. 

We  are  looking  impatiently  for  news  of  the  proceed- 
mgs  of  your  convention  for  uniting  together  the  parties 
m  your  political  State ;  a  union,  without  which  you  can 
have  neither  perfect  prosperity  nor  real  tranquillity. 
The  workt  of  your  excellent  countryman,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, which  I  have  translated,  has  been  much  liked 
here.  It  has  been  very  well  received,  and  I  consider 
its  principles  very  sound,  and  the  facts  well  arranged. 
If  any  thing  appears  in  your  country,  which  you  at  all 
like,  especially  relating  to  subjects  connected  with  com- 

*  Madame  HeMtius. 

t  See  An  HumbU  Petition  presented  to  Madame  Hekiiiui  by  ktr  Cflte, 
VoL  II.  p.  214. 
t  Notes  on  Virginia. 

AA* 
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merce,  or  to  your  constitution,  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
to  you,  if  you  will  take  advantage  of  some  opportunity 
to  send  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Paine  came  to  me  in  due  time.  He  may  have 
written  you  word,  that  I  had  restored  to  him  his  ircm 
bridge,  which  our  revenue  officers  had  seized  at  Havre 
as  contraband  goods,  or  subject  to  duties;  but  it  ap- 
peared on  examination,  that  the  custom-house  had 
really  neither  prohibited  nor  taxed  bridges,  which  have 
hitherto  been  built  only  in  the  very  {daces  where  they 
were  to  be  used.  The  custom-house  officers  had  not 
foreseen,  that  it  might  one  day  happen,  that  a  bridge 
should  be  constructed  in  PhHadelphia  or  New  York, 
to  be  thrown  over  the  Seine  at  Paris.  They  are  now 
aware  of  the  fact,  and  will  not  forget  this  article  in  the 
new  tariff.  They  must  also  enter  houses  on  the  Us^ 
if  you  acquire  the  habit  of  making  them  for  Europeansi 

Yesterday  the  Pariiament  of  Paris,  (urged  fcN-  three 
weeks  and  more  to  record  a  stamp  tax,  with  a  new 
land  tax,  in  order,  by  new  financial  resources,  to  cover 
the  enormous  deficit,  which  M.  de  Calonne  bad  snf* 
fered  to  take  place  in  our  affairs,)  moved  and  seem- 
ed to  adhere  to  the  following  resolution;  **That  this 
Parliament  has  not  the  power  nor  right  to  accept  and 
sanction  new  imposts;  that  this  right  pertams  only  to 
the  States- General  of  the  kingdom,  which  the  Kmg  is 
besought  to  convoke  immediately."  What  an  impor- 
tant change  you  here  see  m  the  maxims  of  our  sove- 
reign courts,  which  have,  at  least  for  several  ages,  ex- 
ercised and  maintained  the  right,  which  they  seem  now 
to  renounce.  The  most  acute  politicians  can  foresee  but 
imperfectly  to  what  this  demand,  and  an  Assembly  of 
the  States-General,  should  it  take  place,  will  lead.  The 
event  alone  can  enlighten  us  on  this  point  It  may  be 
seen  by  this  fact,  as  well  as  by  many  other8»  fiat  a 
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great  diange  has  taken  place  in  the  ideas,  which  nations 
have  entertained  of  governments,  and  the  relations  be- 
tween the  governing  and  the  governed  parties.  I  must 
8tiU  believe,  in  accordance  with  my  principles  concan- 
ing  the  perfectibility  of  the  human  race,  that  every 
dimg  is  for  the  best,  to  which  we  are  ever  tending, 
diougfa  we  sometimes  seem  to  recede  from  it 

We  do  not  hear  often  enough  from  Mr.  Franklin, 
your  grandson.  I  wish  to  know  how  he  likes  Phila- 
delphia, and  whether  he  does  us  the  honor  to  feel  any 
Ngrets  on  our  behalf;  I  mean,  as  respects  our  way  of 
ife;  iw,  as  regards  ourselves  mdividually,  he  would  be 
fay  ungrateful  not  to  do  so,  since  he  owes  some  re- 
membrance to  persons,  who  have  known  both  his  tal- 
ents and  his  amiable  character,  and  have  appreciated 
tliem*  I  beg  that  he  will  rank  me  in  this  number, 
and  accept  my  compliments.  Monsieur  and  Madame 
Marmontel,  and  all  my  family,  desire  to  be  remembered 
to  yoQ,  and  chaise  me  to  express  to  you  the  pleasure 
tliej  fed  in  the  good  news  you  gave  us  of  your  health 
and  situation.  I  shall  never  forget  the  happiness  I 
have  enjoyed  in  knowing  you,  and  seemg  you  inti- 
matdy.  I  write  to  you  from  Auteuil,  seaited  in  your 
ann-diair,  on  which  I  have  had  engraved  Benjamin 
RmMm  hie  sedebatj  and  having  by  my  side  the  little 
bureau,  which  you  bequeathed  to  me  at  parting,  with 
a  drawer  full  of  nails  to  gratify  the  love  of  nailing  and 
hammering,  which  I  possess  m  common  with  you. 
But,  bdieve  me,  I  have  no  need  of  all  these  helps  to 
cheriah  your  endeared  remembrance,  and  to  love  you, 

''Diim  memor  ipse  mei,  dum  Bpiritus  ho8  reget  artus.** 

The  Abb£  Morellst. 


320  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [Ar.SL 


FROM   RICHARD   PRICE   TO  B.  FRANKLUT. 

Society  far  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade.  —  Sjptrit  of  IMh 
erty  beginning  to  prevail  in  Europe  as  a  Conugumo$ 
of  the  American  War. 

Hackney,  26  Septemberi  17S7. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  am  very  happy  when  I  thmk  of  the  encourage- 
ment which  you  have  given  me  to  address  you  un- 
der this  appellation.  Tour  friendship  I  redcon  in- 
deed one  of  the  distmctions  of  my  life.  I  frequendjr 
receive  great  pleasure  from  the  accounts  of  you,  wliich 
Or.  Rush  and  Mr.  Vaughan  send  me.  But  I  reoeife 
much  greater  pleasure  from  seeing  your  own  hand. 

I  have  lately  been  favored  with  two 'letters^ 
have  given  me  this  pleasure,  the  last  of  which  ^ 
quaints  me,  that  my  name  has  been  added  to  the  nil 
ber  of  the  correspondmg  members  of  the  Pennsjdv 
Society  for  Abolishing  Negro  Slavery,  of  whidi  ym 
are  president,  and  aUo  brought  me  a  pamphlet  coo^ 
taming  the  constitution  and  the  laws  ci  Pennsylvaniib 
which  relate  to  the  object  of  the  Society.  I  hope 
you  and  the  Society  will  accept  my  thanks,  and  bdew 
that  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  honor  done  me.  At 
for  any  services  I  can  do,  they  are  indeed  but  amay ; 
for  I  find,  that,  far  from  possessing,  in  the  decfine  of 
life,  your  vigcH*  of  body  and  mmd,  every  kind  of  boat 
ness  is  becoming  more  and  more  an  incumbrance  ID 
me.  At  the  same  time,  the  calls  of  business  increaae 
upon  me,  as  you  will  learn  in  some  measure  from 
the  Report  at  the  end  of  the  Discourse,  whk:h  you  wl 
receive  with  this  letter. 

A  similar  institution  to  yours,  for  abolishmg  negio 
slavery,  is  just  formed  m  London,  and  I  have  been 
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deared  to  make  one  of  the  acting  committee,  but  I 
have  begged  to  be  excused.  I  have  sent  you  some 
of  their  papers.  I  need  not  say  how  earaesdy  I  wish 
Boooess  to  such  institutions.  Somethmg,  peiiiaps,  wiB 
be  done  with  this  view  by  the  convention  of  dele- 
gates.* This  convention,  consisting  cf  many  of  the 
first  men,  in  respect  of  wisdom  and  influence,  in  the 
United  States,  must  be  a  most  august  and  venerable 
My.  May  God  guide  their  deliberations.  The 
of  the  world  depends,  in  some  degree,  on 
the  result  I  am  waiting  with  patience  for  an  account 
cfit 

In  this  part  of  the  woiid  there  is  a  spirit  rising, 
wbidk  must  m  time  produce  great  effects.  I  refer  prin- 
cipally to  what  is  now  passmg  in  Hdland,  Brabant,  and 
Braiice.  This  spirit  originated  in  America ;  and,  should 
k  ifypear,  that  it  has  there  terminated  in  a  state  of 
ndety  more  favorable  to  peace,  virtue^^  science,  and 
Aerty,  and  consequently  to  human  happiness  and  dig* 
Wty^  tlian  has  ever  yet  been  known,  infinite  good  will 
be  dome.  Indeed,  a  general  fermentation  seems  to  be 
tddng  {dace  through  Europe.  In  consequence  of  the 
tttrndon  created  by  the  American  war,  and  the  dis- 
mttiittdon  of  writings  explaining  the  nature  and  end 
of  civil  government,  the  minds  of  men  are  becoming 
more  enUghtened;  and  the  silly  despots  of  the  woAd 
aie  likdy  to  be  forced  to  respect  human  rights,  and  to 
tike  care  not  to  govern  too  much,  lest  they  should  not 
govern  at  alL 

Yon  are  acquamted  with  Mr.  Paradise.  He  has 
sailed  with  his  family  for  Virginia,  where  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor 6[  a  good  estate.    His  accomplishments  as  a 

*  AUndiiig  to  the  convention  for  forming  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
TOU  X.  41 
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scholar,  and  his  excellent  principles  as  a  dtizen,  must 
make  him  useful  there,  and  I  hope  also  happy.* 

During  the  course  of  last  spring  and  summer,  I  fre- 
quently feared  that  my  health  was  declmmg.  In  order 
to  recover  it,  I  have  spent  near  two  months  in  sca- 
bathmg  and  dissipation  at  East  Bourne  m  Sussex ;  and 
I  hope  that  I  have  gained  some  recruit  of  spirits  fior 
another  winter.  Be  so  good  as  to  deliver  my  kind 
respects  to  Mr.  Yaughan,  when  you  see  hnn.  I  am 
much  m  his  debt  for  two  agreeable  letters,  and  I  hope 
soon  to  write  to  him.  He  is,  I  doubt  not,  useful  where 
he  is ;  but,  as  we  have  Mrs.  Yaughan  with  us,  we  me 
in  hopes  he  will  not  be  long  absent 

Last  night  the  Gazette  told  us,  that  Tuikej  1m 
declared  war  against  Russia.  It  has  also  told  us,  Ait 
the  King  of  Prussia,  having  entered  Hdland  with  Ub 
army  and  taken  possession  of  Utrecht  and  many  odMr 
towns,  has  reinstated  the  Stadthokler  m  all  his 
and  powers;  but,  at  the  same  tune,  our 
fcft  war  by  pressing  sailors,  fillmg  up  regiments,  aad 
creating  admirals,  show  that  our  ministers  expect,  that 
the  French  will  mterpose,  and  that  they  are  detemmMd 
to  join  the  King  of  Prussia  in  supporting  the  Stadt* 
holder  agamst  his  constituents.  With  all  the 
wishes,  I  am  most  affectionately  yours. 

Richard  Priob. 


•This  Mr.  P«ndiM  was  the  ptrUculir  (Kend  of  Sir  Williia  JoaM^ 
and  the  same  that  viaited  Paria  with  him,  aa  heretofore 
Vol  VIIL  p.  3CG. 
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TO    ALEXANDER   SMALL. 

Jbmeriean  Taxation.  —  JVew  Form  of  Prayer. — ^mer* 
ican  Loyalists. 

Philadelphia,  98  September,  1707. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  June  6th,  1786,  and 
I  answered  it,  though  long  after  the  receipt  I  do  not 
percetre  by  your  second  favor  of  July,  1787,  that  my 
answer  had  then  come  to  hand,  but  hope  it  may  since 
that  time. 

I  have  not  lost  any  of  the  principles  of  public  econ* 
Qtaj  you  once  knew  me  possessed  of;  but,  to  get  the 
bad  customs  of  a  country  changed,  and  new  ones, 
though  better,  introduced,  it  is  necessary  first  to  remove 
tke  prejudices  of  the  people,  enlighten  their  ignorance^ 
aad  oonvmce  them  that  their  interest  will  be  pro- 
moted by  the  proposed  changes;  and  this  is  not  the 
work  of  a  day.  Our  legislators  are  all  land-holders; 
and  they  are  not  yet  persuaded,  that  all  taxes  are 
finaUy  paid  by  the  land.  Besides,  our  country  is 
90  sparsely  settled,  the  habitations,  particulariy  in  the 
bock  countries,  being  perhaps  five  or  six  miles  distant 
from  each  other,  that  die  time  and  labor  of  the  collector 
m  going  from  house  to  house,  and  being  obliged  to  call 
oAen  before  he  can  recover  the  tax,  amounts  to  more 
than  the  tax  is  worth,  and  therefore  we  have  been 
forced  into  the  mode  of  indirect  taxes,  that  is,  duties 
on  importation  of  goods,  and  excises. 

I  have  made  no  attempt  to  introduce  the  Form  of 
Prayer  here,  which  you  and  good  Mrs.  Baldwin  do 
me  the  honor  to  approve.  The  things  of  this  world 
take  up  too  much  of  my  time,  of  which  indeed  I  have 
too  little  left,  to  undertake  any  thing  like  a  reformation 
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in  matters  of  religion.  When  we  can  sow  good  seed, 
we  should  however  do  it,  and  wait,  when  we  can  do  no 
better,  with  patience  nature's  time,  for  their  sprouting. 
Some  lie  many  years  in  the  ground,  and  at  lengdi 
certain  favorable  seasons  or  circumstances  bring  them 
forth  with  vigorous  shoots  and  plentiful  productions. 

Had  I  been  at  home  as  you  wish,  soon  after  the 
peace,  I  might  possibly  have  mitigated  some  of  the  se- 
verities against  the  royalists,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
fear  and  error,  rather  than  malice,  occasioned  tfadr  de- 
sertion of  their  country's  cause,  and  the  adopticm  of  the 
Ejng's.  The  public  resentment  against  them  is  nom 
so  far  abated,  that  none  who  ask  leave  to  return  are 
refused,  and  many  of  them  now  live  among  us  much 
at  their  ease.  As  to  the  restoration  of  confiscated  es- 
tates, it  is  an  operation  that  none  of  our  politicians  have 
as  yet  ventured  to  propose.  They  are  a  sort  of  peo- 
ple, that  love  to  fortify  themselves  m  their  projects  bj 
precedent  Perhaps  they  wait  to  see  your  government 
restore  the  forfeited  estates  in  Scodand  to  the  Scotch, 
those  in  Ireland  to  the  Irish,  and  those  in  England  to 
the  Welch. 

I  am  glad  that  the  distressed  exiles,  who  remain  with 
you,  have  received,  or  are  likely  to  receive,  some 
pensation  for  their  losses,  for  I  commiserate  their 
tion.  It  was  cleariy  incumbent  on  the  King  to  b- 
demnify  those  he  had  seduced  by  his  proclamatioiis ; 
but  it  seems  not  so  clearly  consistent  with  the  wisdom 
of  Parliament  to  resolve  doing  it  for  him.  If  some 
mad  King  should  think  fit,  in  a  freak,  to  make  war 
upon  his  subjects  of  Scotland,  or  upon  those  of  Eng- 
land, by  the  help  of  Scotiand  and  Ireland,  as  the  Sto- 
arts  did,  may  he  not  encourage  followers  by  the  prece- 
dent of  these  parliamentary  gratuities,  and  thus  set  Us 
subjects  to  cutting  one  another's  throats,  first  with  the 
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Ik^  <^  sharing  in  confiscations,  and  then  with  that  of 
compensation  in  case  of  disappomtmenti  The  council 
of  hrutes  without  a  fable  were  aware  of  this.  Lest 
that  fiiUe  may  perhaps  not  have  fallen  m  your  way,  I 
endose  a  copy  of  it 

Your  commercial  treaty  with  France  seems  to  show 
a  growing  improvement  m  the  sentiments  of  both  na- 
tions in  the  economical  science.  All  Europe  might  be 
a  great  deal  happier  with  a  little  more  understandmg. 
We  m  Ammica  have  lately  bad  a  convention  for  fi'am- 
mg  a  new  constitution.  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  re^ 
•ok  of  thdr  deliberations.  Whether  it  will  be  gener* 
aBjr  acceptable  and  carried  into  execution  is  yet  to  be 
iew;  bat  jxesent  appearances  are  m  its  favor. 

I  am  always  glad  to  hear  fix)m  you,  and  of  your 
wilBu^.  I  remember  with  pleasure  the  happy  days  we 
ham  q>CTt  tc^ther.  Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever,  my 
dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Frakkldt. 


TO   MRS.  JANE   MECOM. 

'  Philadelphia,  4  NoTember,  1787. 

Dear  Sister, 
I  recdved  a  kmd  letter  from  you  lately,  which  gave 
me  the  pleasure  c^  bemg  informed  that  you  were  weD. 
I  am  glad  you  have  made  the  provision  agamst  the 
winter,  which  I  mentioned  to  you.  Your  bill  is  hon- 
ored. It  is  impossible  for  me  always  to  guess  what 
yon  may  want,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  never 
be  shy  m  letting  me  know  wherein  I  can  help  to  make 
your  life  more  comfortable.* 

*  Amaag  Dr.  Franklin'B  papers  I  have  found  a  large  number  of  letteiv 
fkmk  Mm  rtrter,  extending  through  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years.  They 
•re  eonfined  eluefly  to  fhmily  or  private  affairs,  but  they  are  uniformly 

TOL.  X.  R  R 
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It  was  my  intention  to  decline  serving  another  year 
as  President,  that  I  might  be  at  liberty  to  take  a  trip 
to  Boston  in  the  spring;  but  I  submit  to  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  my  country,  which  has  again  placed  me 
in  the  chair.  I  have  now  been  upwards  of  fifty  years 
employed  in  public  offices.  When  I  informed  your 
good  friend  Dr.  Cooper,  that  I  was  ordered  to  France, 
being  then  seventy  years  old,  and  obs^red,  that  the 
public,  having  as  it  were  eaten  my  flesh,  seemed  now 
resolved  to  pick  my  bones,  he  replied  that  he  approyed 
their  taste,  for  that  the  nearer  the  bone  the  sweeter  the 
meat.  I  must  own,  that  it  is  no  small  pleasure  to  me^ 
and  I  suppose  it  will  give  my  sister  pleasure^  that;  after 
such  a  long  trial  of  me,  I  should  be  elected  a  durd 
time  by  my  fellow  citizens,  without  a  d]8S«lt^^;  vote 
but  my  own,  to  fill  the  most  honorable  post  in 
power  to  bestow.    This  universal  and  unbounded 


marked  with  strong^  good  sense,  and  the  warmest  attaehmeiit  to  hu 
brother.  She  was  left  a  widow  in  early  life,  with  yery  miaU  meui  of 
support;  and  she  was  unfortunate  in  the  sickness  and  Iom  of  10010  of 
her  children,  and  the  ill  success  of  others.  Her  cireomatanew  w«n 
made  comfortable  by  the  constant  kindness  and  generous  can  of  kir 
brother,  who  regikarly  remitted  to  her  money,  and  occasionaUj  nek 
other  things  as  he  knew  she  wanted.  A  part  of  the  time  she  tended  wkh 
a  married  daughter,  but  she  had  a  home  of  her  own  in  m  how  ifcat  bo- 
tonged  to  Dr.  Franklin  in  Boston.  In  her  letters  to  her  InollHi^  riio 
repeatedly  expresses  her  gratitude  for  his  watchfulness  over  hWi  tnd 
for  bis  bounty.  Soon  after  his  return  from  France,  she  wrote ;  **!  bisfiofe 
I  did  not  tell  you  how  thankfully  I  received  your  gift;  but  be  mhn^ 
my  dear  brother,  that  there  is  not  a  day  passes  in  which  vaj  hf$^.tm 
not  overflow  with  gratitude  to  you,  and  adoration  to  the  Sapmne  Bono* 
factor  of  all  mankind,  who  puts  it  in  your  power,  not  only  to  nuho  at 
as  happy  as  humanity  can  expect  to  be,  bat  enables  yoQ  to  difto  you 
benefits  so  widely.  I  know  it  is  your  judgment,  as  well  M  pnctio%  thil 
kindness  of  heart  should  be  expressed  by  deeds;  but,  in  my  opiPMHi 
words  should  not  be  excluded,  (though  I  somotimM  Mgloct  thoMf) 
especially  when  there  is  no  opportunity  to  perform  deeds."  flkailv  mb- 
tfanents  might  be  extracted  from  many  of  her  letten.  She  was  fad  of 
reading,  and  frequently  consulted  her  brother  as  to  the  moat 
books,  which  he  took  pains  either  to  recommend  or  ftuiuah. 
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fidmioe  of  a  whole  people  flatters  my  vanity  much  more 
dian  a  peerage  could  do. 

•  ^Hmif  o'er  with  ribands  and  stack  roand  with  itringi,*' 

may  give  nommal,  but  not  real  honors. 

This  femily  are  all  well,  as  I  also  am,  thanks  to 
GoA  We  join  in  best  wishes  for  you  and  yours. 
And  I  am  ever,  my  dear  sister,  your  affectionate  brother, 

B.  Frankldt. 


TO   COUNT  DE   BUFFON. 

Philadelphia,  19  November,  1787. 

DsAR  Sir, 
•  I  am  honored  by  your  letter,  desiring  to  know  by 
what  means  I  am  relieved  in  a  disorder,  with  wbidi 
joa  are  also  unfortunately  afficted.  I  have  tried  all 
dw  noted  prescriptions  for  dimnishing  the  stone  with- 
out percdving  any  good  effect  But  observing  tem- 
perance m  eating,  avoiding  wine  and  cider,  and  using 
daily  the  dumb  bell,  which  exercises  the  upper  part  of 
die  body  without  much  movmg  the  parts  in  contact 
widi  the  stone,  I  think  I  have  prevented  its  increase. 
As  the  roughness  of  the  stone  lacerates  a  little  the 
Mck  of  the  bladder,  I  find,  that,  when  the  urine  hap- 
pens to  be  sharp,  I  have  much  pain  in  making  water 
and  firequent  urgencies.  For  relief  under  this  circum- 
alBiice^  I  take,  going  to  bed,  the  bigness  of  a  pigeon's 
egg  of  jelly  of  blackberries.  The  receipt  for  making 
k  is  endkysed.  While  I  continue  to  do  this  every  night, 
I  am  generally  easy  the  day  following,  making  water 
pratty  fireely,  and  with  long  intervals.  I  wish  most 
flDoerely  that  this  simple  remedy  may  have  the  same 
happy  effect  with  you.  Perhaps  current  jelly,  or  the 
jeBy  of  apples  or  of  raspberries,  may  be  equally  ser- 
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viceable;  for  I  suspect  the  virtue  of  the  jeUy  may  fie 
principally  in  the  boiled  sugar,  which  is  in  some  de- 
gree candied  by  the  boiling  of  the  jelly.  Wbhing  yoa 
for  your  own  sake  much  more  ease,  and  for  the  sske 
of  mankind  many  more  years,  I  remain  with  the  great* 
est  esteem  and  respect,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedimt 
and  affectionate  servant, 

B.  FRAIfKLIir. 


TO   . 

Disorders  in  Holland.  —  Projected  Conquest  of  TUrfeyL 

Philadelphia,  15  Deconber,  1787. 

I  hope  the  disorders  m  Brabant  and  IfoDand 

may  be  rectified  without  bloodshed.  But  I  fear  &e 
impending  war  with  the  Turks,  if  not  prevented  by 
prudent  negotiation,  may  in  its  consequences  involve 
great  part  of  Europe.  I  confide,  however,  that  Franee 
and  England  will  preserve  their  present  peace  With 
each  other,  notwithstanding  some  contrary  appearances; 
for  I  think,  that  they  have  both  of  them  too  much  unm 
to  go  to  war  without  an  important  cause,  as  vreli  as 
too  little  money  at  present 

As  to  the  projected  conquest  of  Turkey,  I  appre- 
hend, that,  if  the  Emperor  and  Empress  would  inake 
some  use  of  arithmetic,  and  calculate  what  annual  rev- 
enues may  be  expected  from  the  country  they 
should  they  acquire  it,  and  then  offer  the  grand 
a  hundred  times  that  annual  revenue,  to  be  pud  down 
for  an  amicable  purchase  of  it,  ic  would  be  his  interest 
to  accept  the  offer,  as  well  as  theirs  to  make  it,  rather 
than  a  war  for  it  should  take  place;  since  a  vrarito 
acquire  that  territory  and  to  retain  it,  wiD  cost  both  par* 
ties  much  more,  perhaps  ten  tunes  more,  than  such  i 
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cf  parchaae  money.  But  the  hope  of  glory,  and  the 
ambitioo  of  princes,  are  not  subject  to  arithmetical  cal- 
eohtioB.  My  best  wishes  attend  you ;  being  with  great 
esteem,  Sir^  &c 

B.  Frakkldt. 


TO  THE   PRINTER  OF  THE   EVENING  HERALD.* 

JuMtification  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  against  cer- 
tain Censures  in  the  British  Papers. 

Sir, 

The  British  newswriters  are  very  assiduous  in  their 
endeayours  to  blacken  America.  Should  we  not  be 
careful  not  to  afford  them  any  assistance  by  censures  of 
one  another,  especially  by  censures  not  well  founded  ? 

I  lately  observed,  in  one  of  your  papers,  the  conduct 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  reflected  on  as  being 
kicenflbtent  and  absurd,  as  well  as  wicked,  for  attempt- 
ing to  raise  a  tax  by  a  Stamp  Act,  and  for  canybg  on 
the  Slave  Trade. 

'■^  The  writer  of  those  reflections  might  have  considered, 
Aat  their  principal  objection  to  the  Stamp  Tax  was, 
Hs  bemg  imposed  by  a  British  Parliament,  which  had 
BO  right  to  tax  them ;  for  otherwise  a  tax  by  stamps 
is  perhaps  to  be  levied  with  as  little  mconvenience  as 
mxy  other  that  can  be  invented.  Ireland  has  a  Stamp 
Act  of  its  own ;  but,  should  Britain  pretend  to  impose 
Bodi  a  tax  on  the  Irish  people,  they  would  probably 
give  a  general  opposition  to  it,  and  ought  not  for  that 
to  be  charged  with  mconsistence. 

One  or  two  merchants  m  Boston,  emplo3ring  ships 
in  tlie  abominable  African  trade,  may  deservedly  be 

*  The  date  of  this  piece  ie  uiicertaiiL 
TOU  X.  42  BB* 
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condemned,  though  they  do  not  bring  their  slayes  home^ 
but  sell  them  in  the  West  Indies.  The  States  w 
such,  has  never,  that  I  have  heard  o^  given  encourage- 
ment to  the  diabolical  commerce;  and  there  have  al- 
ways been  fewer  slaves  in  the  New  England  govern- 
ments than  in  any  other  British  colonies.  Naticmal 
reflections  are  seldom  just,  and  a  whole  people  should 
not  be  decried  for  the  crimes  of  a  few  individuals. 

Your  inserting  this  may  make  that  brave  people  some 
amends,  and  will  oblige  one  of  your  customers,  who  is 

A   PENKSTLTAHIAir. 


TO   MATHER  BTLB8.* 

Electrical  Points  and  Electricity* 

Philadelpfak,  1  JtnuHlf,  1788. 

Dear  old  Friend, 

I  duly  received  your  kind  letter  of  May  14t]i.  J 
was  then  busily  engaged  in  attending  our  general  Coih 
vention,  which,  added  to  the  ordinary  cuirent  boaiDeii 
of  this  government,  took  up  so  much  of  my  time^  that 
I  was  obliged  to  postpone  answering  many  letters  of 
friends,  which  gave  occasion  of  mislaying  some  of  then^ 
and  among  those  was  yours,  only  last  week  come  i^gais 
to  hand.  I  think  I  never  received  what  you  mention, 
respecting  the  University  of  Aberdeen;  but  the  good 
will  I  might  show  on  that  occasion  was  not  of  impor- 
tance enough  to  deserve  your  repeating  the  acknowi- 
edgment  It  was  in  me  only  paymg  a  debt ;  finr  I 
remember  with  gratitude,  that  I  owe  one  of  my  fint 
academical  honors  to  your  recommendatkm. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  understaod,  tibat  nKf 

*  A  elergymftn  of  Boston.    For  some  biographictl  anecdofeM 
iog  him,  lee  Tudok's  Lj^  (^  Jomu  OCtf,  pp.  155-lda 
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pobts  have  been  of  service  in  the  protecti(m  <^  you 
ud  yours.  I  wish  for  your  sake,  that  electricity  had 
KaBy  preyed  what  it  was  at  first  supposed  to  be^  a 
cure  ix  the  palsy.  It  is,  however,  happy  for  yo«]^ 
that,  when  cdd  age  and  that  malady  have  concurred 
to  enfeeble  you,  and  to  disable  you  for  writing,  yon 
have  a  daughter  at  hand  to  nurse  you  with  filial  at* 
tmtiony  and  to  be  your  secretary,  of  which  I  see  she 
ii  yery  capable,  by  the  elegance  and  correctness  of  h&t 
writing  in  the  letter  I  am  now  answering.  I  too  have 
a  daughter,  who  lives  with  me  and  is  the  comfort  of 
my  declining  years,  while  my  son  is  estranged  fixn 
Be  by  the  part  he  took  in  the  late  war,  and  keq;^ 
ilool^  reading  in  England,  whose  cause  he  eqnmsed; 
whereby  the  old  proverb  is  exemplified ; 

^Mj  wn  is  my  son  till  he  gets  him  a  wife ; 
Bi^  my  daughter  's  my  daughter  all  the  days  of  her  life*** 

I  remember  you  had  a  little  collection  of  curiosities. 
Tlease  to  hoaor  with  a  j^e  in  it  the  enclosed  medal, 
which  I  got  struck  in  Paris.  The  thought  was  muck 
approved  by  the  connoisseurs  there,  and  the  engraving 
wdl  executed.  My  best  wishes  attend  you,  being  ever 
your  a&ctionate  fiiend  and  humble  servant, 

B.  FRAirxxiir, 


FROM  ALEXANDER  SMALL  TO  B.  FRAlTKLnr. 

J^oirs  m  England. — American  Tories. 

2  Jamury,  1788L 

Dear  Sir, 

On  the  receipt  of  your  most  agreeaUe  fietvor,  I  im- 

mediately  informed  the  Baldwin  &mily  of  your  kind 

meotiini  of  them.    I  certainly  never  received  the  first 

letter  you  aBude  to,  this  being  the  only  letter  I  have 
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been  fkvored  with  by  you  smce  your  return  to  your 
free  country.  People  here  think  very  differratly  of 
your  freedom.  In  general  we  are  of  opinion,  that  your 
territory  is  too  extensive  for  a  popular  gOYemment 
Anarchy  and  despotism,  they  allege,  must  be  the  con* 
sequence.  They  therefore  thuik  it  would  be  much 
wiser  in  you  to  adopt  our  limited  government,  as  you 
have  taken  so  many  useful  hmts  from  us.  Tou  would 
naturally  correct  some  errors,  that  have  crept  mto  our 
CSonstitution. 

When  you  threw  us  off,  I  did  expect,  that  we  must 
have  felt  great  diminution  in  our  exports;  but,  what  is 
nngular,  our  people  have  been  all  constandy  emjdoyed 
We  have  some  advantage  over  every  nation  in  Europe. 
There  is  no  nation  in  which  the  merchants  have  so 
great  capitals,  or  are  of  so  enterprising  dispodtioiia. 
We  have  fire  and  water  everywhere,  and  ingenuity  to 
turn  them  to  the  best  advantage.  We  have  the  mate- 
rials for  great  manufactories  vnthm  ourselves ;  such  m 
iron,  steel,  lead,  copper,  and  tm.  The  whole  island  of 
Anglesea  is  found  to  be  a  mass  of  copper;  and  Ifr. 
Wilkinson,  who  has  the  greatest  foundery,  I  believe^  in 
Europe,  finds  iron  everywhere,  and  Mr.  Wedgwood 
turns  the  clay,  which  does  not  turn  to  account  with 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  mto  beautiful  earthen  ware.  IXd  he 
make  his  exhibition  of  his  very  noble  set  sent  to  the 
Empress  of  Russia  before  you  left  England  1 

You  see,  that,  so  far  as  we  can  trace  the  descendants 
of  attainted  families,  their  honors  are  restored.  The 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  families  are  most  of  them  either 
engrafted  into  foreign  families,  or  are  extinct.  Those^ 
whose  lands  were  m  the  crown  by  modem  forfdtnr^ 
have  their  estates  restored  to  them.  By  a  general  aet 
of  grace,  call  back  your  banished  people.  Procure 
inhabitants,  and  they  will  m  time,  by  their  induatiji 
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create  wealth.  I  think  your  present  want  of  drcuhtmg 
cash  may  prove  an  advantage,  as  it  may  give  a  ched: 
to  the  loxmy  you  had  imported  from  us. 

France  may,  by  and  by,  exhibit  a  new  sc^ie  of  policy 
in  Europe.  W^th,  poured  in  upon  her  during  the 
war,  promises  to  restrain  the  power  of  the  crown ;  and 
the  Ejng,  as  a  reward  for  the  assistance  he  gave  ytm 
in  rraoundng  your  brethren,  may  have  his  own  wings 
^^)ed.  Tou  will  probably  most  abundantly  punish 
Spdn ;  for  I  dare  prophesy,  that  in  less  than  a  centttryy 
you  vrill  take  possession  of  Mexico.  Thus  the  worid 
goes  round. 

That  you  may  live  to  see  a  good  government  estab- 
Isked  m  your  country,  and  happHy  enjoy  what  of  fife 
remmns  to  you,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  your  aifec- 
tfamate,  &c.  Alexakdsr  Small. 


TO   JOHN  INGENHOUSZ. 

Wars  in  Europe.  —  Russia  and  Turkey.  ^-^  Public 
Credit  in  the  UnUed  States. 

Fhfladelphia,  11  Febmary,  1788. 

My  dear  old  Friend, 
Your  letter  of  September  28th,  1787,  came  to  my 
hands  but  about  two  weeks  since.  It  found  me  very 
9  with  a  severe  fit  of  the  stone,  which  followed  a  fidl 
I  had  on  the  stone  steps  that  lead  into  my  garden, 
whereby  I  was  much  bruised,  and  my  wrist  spramed, 
so  as  to  render  me  mcapable  of  writing  for  several 
weeks.  I  therefore  requested  Mr.  Vaughan  to  answer 
it  for  me,  which  he  has  done  in  his  letter,  that  I  ea- 
ck>se.  I  will,  however,  add  a  little,  as  my  hand  is 
much  strengthened,  though  I  still  write  with  pun. 
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All  the  books  you  have  sent  to  me,  and  to  the  Phi- 
losophical Society  here,  have  been  received*  They  will 
be  acknowledged  in  our  next  volume.  In  the  mean 
time  please  to  accept  our  hearty  thanks.  There  are 
few  books  published  m  these  times,  that  contain  so 
much  new  and  useful  knowledge  as  these  you  have 
written. 

I  lament  with  you  the  prospect  pf  a  honid  war, 
which  is  likely  to  engage  so  great  a  part  of  mankind. 
There  is  litde  good  gained,  and  so  much  mischid" 
done  generally,  by  wars,  that  I  wish  the  imprudence  of 
undertaking  them  was  more  evident  to  [Minces;  ki 
.which  case  I  think  they  would  be  less  frequent  If  I 
were  counsellor  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  and  SomA 
that  she  desired  to  possess  some  part  oi  the  domi^r 
ions  of  the  Grand  Signior,  I  should  advise  her  to  coqb* 
pute  the  annual  taxes  raised  from  that  temtCMy,  and 
make  him  an  offer  of  buying  it,  at  the  rate  of  paying 
for  it  at  twenty  years'  purchase.  And  if  I  were  his 
counsellor,  I  should  advise  him  to  take  the  money,  and 
cede  the  dominion  of  that  territory.  For  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  a  war  to  obtain  it  will  cost  her  more  than 
that  sum,  and  the  event  uncertain,  and  that  the  de- 
fence of  it  will  cost  him  as  much;  and,  not  having 
embraced  the  offer,  his  loss  is  double.  But  to  make 
and  accept  such  an  offer,  these  potentates  should  be 
both  of  them  reasonable  creatures,  and  free  fixMn  the 
ambition  of  glory,  which  perhaps  is  too  much  to  be 
supposed. 

I  am  glad  that  peace  is  likely  to  be  established  m 
your  native  country,  with  so  little  expense  of  bloody 
though  it  be  done  in  a  manner  not  agreeable  to  a 
great  part  of  the  nation.  If  the  French  had  entered 
with  the  Prussians,  and  made  it  the  seat  d  war»  the 
mischief  would  have  been  infinite. 
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I  am  truly  sorry  for  the  losses  you  have  met  with 
in  your  attempts  to  make  profit  by  commerce  in  this 
countiy.  Jonathan  Williams  was  m  England  and  Ire- 
land many  months  before  I  left  France.  He  has  since 
been  in  different  parts  of  America,  coOecting  his  debts, 
and  now  happens  to  be  here.  I  have  talked  with  him 
about  your  afiairs.  He  tells  me,  that  your  adventure  to 
Carolina  sold  well,  and  that  the  produce  was  returned 
m  indigo,  which,  if  it  had  arrived,  would  have  rendered 
good  profit;  and,  though  his  correspondent  had  taken 
the  prudent  precaution  to  insure  in  Charieston,  the 
jdace  being  taken  soon  after,  and  the  insurers  ruined, 
notlnng  of  value  could  be  recovered,  and  that  he  is  a 
hset  o(  a  hundred  gumeas  by  the  share  he  took  in 
Aat  unfortunate  adventure.  I  was  mistaken  when  I 
informed  you,  that  his  brother  had  given  him  your 
certificates.  It  was  only  authenticated  copies  of  thenL 
These  he  has  now  given  me.  But  I  have  written 
to  John  to  ^ve  the  origmals  to  Mr.  Charles  Vaughan, 
now  m  Boston,  and  to  settle  your  account  with  that 
gentleman,  payuig  to  him  any  bills  that  may  be  in 
hand,  which  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  do. 

Such  certificates  are  low  in  value  at  present,  but 
we  hope  and  believe  they  will  succeed,  when  our  new 
projected  constitution  of  government  is  established.  I 
lent  to  the  old  Congress  three  thousand  pounds  in  the 
value  of  hard  money,  and  took  their  certificates  promis- 
ing interest  at  six  per  cent,  but  I  have  received  no 
interest  for  several  years,  and  if  I  were  now  to  sell  the 
principal,  I  could  not  get  more  than  a  sixth  part.  You 
most  not  ascribe  this  to  want  of  honesty  in  our  govern- 
ment, but  to  want  of  ability;  the  war  havmg  exhausted 
an  the  faculties  of  the  country.  The  public  funds  even 
of  Ghreat  Britain  sunk  by  the  war  the  three  per  cents 
from  ninety-five  to  fifty-four.    We  had  powerful  ar- 
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mies  of  enemies  in  our  country,  ravaging^  plundering, 
and  destroying  our  towns,  and  obstructing  our  agricul- 
ture, while  their  fleets  ruined  our  commerce ;  and  this 
for  eight  years  together.  I  question,  whether  the  pub- 
lic credit,  even  of  your  rich  country,  would  have  sup- 
ported itself  under  similar  treatment  But  we  are  re- 
covering fast,  and,  if  peace  continues,  which  God  grant, 
we  shall  soon  be  in  flourishing  circumstances. 

I  did  not  think  I  could  have  written  so  mudu  I 
have  done  it,  however,  a  little  at  a  time.  I  can  now 
only  add,  that  I  remain,  with  unalterable  esteem  and 
aflfection,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  FRAirxuir. 


TO  M.   LE   YEILLARD. 

Dr.  FrcmJdvrCs  Memoirs  of  his  own  Life.  — JVHd  CbM- 
stitution  of  the  United  States.  —  RestriOiatii  M 
Trade.  —  Paper  Money. 

Philadelphia,  17  Febmuy.  ITSflL 

Mr  DEAR  Friekd, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  June  23d,  by  Ifr. 
Saugrain,  and  it  is  the  last  of  yours  that  is  come  to  my 
hands.  As  you  have  so  much  leisure,  and  love  writ- 
ing, I  cannot  think  you  have  been  so  long  silent ;  yon, 
who  are  so  good  as  to  love  me,  and  who  know  how 
•  much  pleasure  your  letters  always  afford  me.  I  thcfe- 
fore  rather  suspect  you  may  probably  have  writMh 
something  too  freely  concerning  public  affairs,  and  thai 
your  letters  may  be  arrested  m  your  postofllce,  and 
yourself  lodged  m  the  Bastille.  You  see  I  ima^ 
any  thing,  however  extravagant,  rather  than  suppose^  as 
your  letters  too  often  do,  that  my  friends  (orget  me. 

I  find  Mr.  Saugrain  to  answer  well  the  good  diar^ 
acter  you  give  of  him,  and  shall  with  jJeasure  rettte 
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any  senices  in  my  power.  He  is  now  gone  down 
the  Ohio,  to  reconnoitre  that  country. 

I  shoald  baye  (proceeded  in  the  history  you  mention^* 
if  I  could  well  have  avoided  accepting  the  chair  of 
President  for  this  third  and  last  year ;  to  which  I  was 
agam  elected  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Council 
and  General  Assembly  in  November.  If  I  live  to  see 
this  year  expire,  I  may  enjoy  some  leisure,  which  I 
promise  you  to  employ  m  the  work  you  do  me  the 
hoDor  to  urge  so  eamesdy. 

I  sent  you  with  my  last  a  copy  of  th^  new  Constitu- 
tibn  proposed  for  the  United  States  by  the  late  General 
Gonventbn.  I  sent  one  also  to  our  exceUent  friend 
the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld.  I  attended  the  busi- 
MM  of  the  Convention  faithfully  for  four  months.  En-^ 
dosed  you  have  the  last  speech  I  made  m  itt  Six 
Slates  have  already  adopted  the  Constitution,  and  there 
is  now  little  doubt  of  its  being  accepted  by  a  sufficient 
number  to  carry  it  into  execution,  if  not  inunediately  by 
the  whole.  It  has,  however,  met  with  great  opposition 
IB  some  States,  for  we  are  at  present  a  nation  of  poli- 
ticjans.  And,  though  there  is  a  general  dread  of  giving 
too  mnch  power  to  our  governors,  I  think  we  are  more 
in  danger  from  too  little  obedience  in  the  governed. 

We  shalli  as  you  suppose,  have  unposts  on  trade» 
and  custom-houses,  not  because  other  nations  have 
Aem,  but  because  we  cannot  at  present  do  without 
thaok  We  want  to  discharge  our  public  debt  occa* 
flicnied  by  the  late  war.  Direct  taxes  are  not  so  easily 
levied  on  the  scantily  settled  inhabitants  of  our  wide- 
extended  country;  and  what  is  paid  in  the  price  of 

*  The  Memoin  of  his  own  Life,  to  the  continuance  of  which  all  \m 
fliendi,  who  knew  the  importance  of  such  a  history,  wished  him  anx- 
io«ij  to  apply.  —  W.  T.  P. 

t  Bee  YoL  V.  p.  155. 
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merchandise  is  less  felt  by  the  consumer,  and  less  the 
cause  of  complaint  When  we  are  out  of  debt  we  may 
leave  our  trade  free,  for  our  ordinary  charges  of  govern- 
ment will  not  be  great. 

Where  there  is  a  free  government,  and  the  peofie 
make  their  own  laws  by  their  representativeSi  I  see  no 
injustice  in  their  obliging  one  another  to  take  their 
own  paper  money.  It  is  no  more  so  than  compelling 
a  man  by  law  to  take  his  own  note.  But  it  is  unjust 
to  pay  strangers  with  such  money  agamst  thdr  wilL 
The  making  of  paper  money  with  such  a  sanctioii  is 
however  a  folly,  since,  although  you  may  by  law  oblige 
a  citizen  to  toke  it  for  his  goods,  you  cannot  fix  his 
prices;  and  his  liberty  of  rating  them  as  he  jdeasea, 
which  is  the  same  thing  as  setting  what  value  he  pleaaes 
on  your  money,  defeats  your  sanction. 

I  have  been  concerned  to  hear  of  the  troubles  in 
the  internal  government  ot  the  country  I  love;*  and 
hope  some  good  may  come  out  of  them ;  and  that  they 
may  end  without  mischief. 

In  your  letter  to  my  grandson,  you  asked  some  ques- 
tions that  had  an  appearance  as  if  you  meditated  a  visit 
to  us.  Nothing  in  this  world  would  giye  me  greater 
pleasure,  than  to  receive  and  embrace  here  the  whole 
family ;  but  it  is  too  great  a  happmess  to  be  expected. 
This  family  all  join  with  me  in  best  wishes  of  eveiy 
felicity  to  you  and  yours ;  and  I  remain  with  unaltei^ 
able  and  great  esteem  and  affection,  my  dear  fiieiid, 
yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  Frakkldt. 

'France. 
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TO   THE   EDITORS   OF   THE    PENNSYLVANIA    GAZETTE. 

On  the  Muse  of  the  Press. 

Messrs.  Hall  and  Sellers, 
I  lately  heard  a  remark,  that  on  examinatioii  oi  the 
Pennsylvania  Gazette  for  fifty  years,  ftom  its  com- 
BVracement,  it  appeared,  that,  during  that  long  period, 
scarce  one  libellous  piece  had  ever  appeared  in  it 
This  generally  chaste  conduct  of  your  paper  is  much 
to  its  reputation;  for  it  has  long  been  the  opinion  of 
sober,  judicious  people,  that  nothing  is  more  likely  to 
endanger  the  liberty  of  the  press,  than  the  abuse  of  that 
fibmty,  by  employing  it  in  personal  accusation,  detrac- 
tkm,  and  calumny.  The  excesses  some  of  our  papers 
have  been  guilty  of  in  this  particular,  have  set  this 
State  m  a  bad  light  abroad,  as  appears  by  the  following 
fetter,  which  I  wish  you  to  publish,  not  merely  to  show 
your  own  disapprobation  of  the  practice,  but  as  a  cau- 
tkm  to  others  of  the  profession  throughout  the  United 
States.  For  I  have  seen  a  European  newspaper,  in 
which  the  editor,  who  had  been  charged  with  fi«- 
qMndy  calumniating  the  Americans,  justifies  himself 
by  sajring,  '*  that  he  had  published  nothing  disgraceful 
to  us,  which  he  had  not  taken  from  our  own  printed 
ptpersL"    I  am,  &c.  A.  B. 

"New  York,  March  30,  1788. 

**Dear  Friend, 

••My  gout  has  again  left  me,  after  five  months*  pain- 
fid  ccmfinement.  It  aflForded  me,  however,  the  leisure 
to  read,  or  hear  read,  all  the  packets  of  your  news- 
papers, which  you  so  kindly  sent  for  my  amusement. 

••Mrs.  W.  has  partaken  of  it;  she  likes  to  read  the 
advtttisements ;  but  she  remarics  some  kind  of  incon- 
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sistency  m  the  announcing  so  many  diversions  for  al- 
most every  evening  of  the  week,  and  such  quantities 
to  be  sold  of  expensive  superfluities,  fineries,  and  lux- 
uries just  impot'tedj  in  a  country,  that  at  the  same  time 
fills  its  papers  with  complaints  of  hard  limes^  and  want 
of  money.  I  tell  her,  diat  such  complaints  are  com- 
mon to  all  times  and  all  countries,  and  were  made  even 
in  Solomon's  time ;  when,  as  we  are  told,  silver  was  as 
plenty  in  Jerusalem  as  the  stones  in  the  street;  and 
yet,  even  then,  there  were  people  that  grumbled,  so  as 
to  incur  this  censure  from  that  knowing  prince.  ^Sag 
not  thou  that  the  former  times  were  better  than  the$e; 
for  thou  dost  not  inquire  rightly  concerning  that  matter^ 
^But  the  inconsistency  that  strikes  me  the  most 
is,  that  between  the  name  of  your  city,  Philadelphia, 
(brotherly  love^)  and  the  spirit  of  ranccn*,  malice,  and 
hatred  that  breathes  in  its  newspapers.  For  I 
fix)m  those  papers,  that  your  State  is  divided  into 
ties,  that  each  party  ascribes  all  the  public  operationB 
c(  the  other  to  vicious  motives ;  that  they  do  not  even 
suspect  one  another  of  the  smallest  degree  of  honesty; 
that  the  antifederalists  are  such,  merely  from  the  fear 
of  losing  power,  places,  or  emoluments,  which  they  fasTe 
in  possession  or  in  expectation ;  that  the  federalists  vs 
a  set  of  conspiratorSj  who  sdm  at  establishing  a  tyran- 
ny over  the  persons  and  property  of  their  countrjmM^ 
and  to  live  in  splendor  on  the  plunder  of  the  people.  I 
learn,  too,  that  your  justices  of  the  peace,  though  cho- 
sen by  their  neighbours,  make  a  villanous  trade  of  thdr 
oflSce,  and  promote  discord  to  augment  fees,  and  fleece 
their  electors ;  and  that  this  would  not  be  mended  by 
placing  the  choice  in  the  executive  council,  who^  wkk 
interested  or  party  views,  are  continually  making  as 
improper  appointments ;  witness  a  *  petty  fiddler^  tyeo- 
jJiantf  and  scoundrelj  appointed  Judge  of  the  Adofr- 
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rsity;  'on  old  woman  and  fomenter  of  sedUUm^  to  be 
another  of  the  Judges,  and  ^a  Jeffries^  Chief  Justice^ 
&C.  &jc  ;  with  ^  two  harpies '  the  Comptrdler  and 
Naval  Officers,  to  prey  upon  the  merchants  and  de- 
prive them  of  their  property  by  force  of  arms,  &c. 

*'  I  am  mformed  also  by  these  papers,  that  your  Gen* 
eral  Assembly,  though  the  annual  choice  of  the  peo- 
fiej  shows  no  regard  to  their  rights,  but  from  sinister 
views  or  ignorance  makes  laws  in  direct  violation  of 
the  constitution,  to  divest  the  inhabitants  of  their  prop- 
erty and  give  it  to  strangers  and  intruders;  and  that 
the  Council,  either  fearing  the  resentment  of  their  con- 
stituents, or  plotting  to  enslave  them,  had  projected  to 
disarm  them,  and  given  orders  for  that  purpose;  and 
finally,  that  your  President,  the  unanimous  jdnt  choice 
of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  is  *an  old  rogue^^  who 
gave  his  assent  to  the  federal  constitution  merely  to 
avoid  refunding  money  he  had  purioined  from  the 
United  States. 

**  There  is,  indeed,  a  good  deal  of  manifest  inconsU- 
tency  in  all  this,  and  yet  a  stranger,  seeing  it  in  your  own 
prints,  though  he  does  not  believe  it  all,  may  probably 
believe  enough  of  it  to  conclude,  that  Pennsylvania  is 
peopled  by  a  set  of  the  most  unprincipled,  wicked, 
rascally,  and  quarrelsome  scoundrels  upon  the  b^e  of 
the  globe.  I  have  sometimes,  indeed,  suspected,  that 
those  papers  are  the  manufacture  of  foreign  enemies 
among  you,  who  write  with  a  view  of  disgracing  your 
country,  and  making  you  appear  contemptible  and  de- 
testable all  the  world  over;  but  then  I  wonder  at  the 
indiscretion  of  your  printers  in  publishing  such  wrtt- 
mgs!  There  is,  however,  one  of  your  inconsistencies 
that  consoles  me  a  little,  which  is,  that  though,  livings 
you  give  one  another  the  characters  of  devib;  dead, 
you  are  all  angels!  It  is  delightful,  when  any  of  you 

CO* 
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die,  to  read  what  good  husbands,  good  lathers,  good 
friends,  good  citizens,  and  good  ChristiaDS  you  were, 
concluding  with  a  scrap  of  poetry  that  places  you, 
with  certamty,  every  one  in  heaven.  So  that  I  think 
Pennsylvania  a  good  country  to  die  in,  though  a  jery 
bad  one  to  live  in." 


FROM   THOMAS   P0W17ALL  TO   B.   FRAirKLIK. 

Political  Condition  of  the  Swiss  Cantons.  —  Qmstilu- 
tian  of  the  United  States. 

Briftol,  8  April,  ITSR 

Mt  dear  old  Friend, 
It  is  with  more  than  common  pleasure,  that  I  A 
down  this  day  to  write  to  you  once  more.  As  I  hafe 
read  my  own  death  more  than  once  m  our  newt- 
piqpers,  so  I  have  read,  and  also  heard,  that  you  had 
quitted  this  present  stage,  and  were  gone  where  hj^ 
curgus,  Sdon,  Numa,  and  the  elder  Brutus  have  been 
bng  gone  before  you ;  and  where  I  most  decidedly  be- 
lieve, that  you  and  others,  who  have  served  and  hefe 
endeavoured  to  serve  their  country  and  the  communitjr 
of  mankind  at  large,  will  compare  notes  with  them. 
Although  I  considered  your  last  quitting  of  Europe,  if 
a  departure  like  that  of  death,  at  least  to  us  whoni 
you  left  behind,  yet,  so  long  as  you  remained  upon  the 
same  gk)be,  in  the  same  system  of  life,  and  since,  it 
the  proverb  says,  while  there  '«  life^  there  *s  hope^ 
might  indulge  a  fond  hope  that  we  should  meet 
But,  when  I  was  told  you  were  dead,  I  was  sCmck 
with  a  damp  upon  my  heart,  not  for  you,  but  for  iny- 
sdf,  as  having  lost  the  last  friend  remaining,  with  whom 
I  could  communicate  on  some  pdints  of  the  utmost 
Importance  to  the  liberty  of  man. 
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I  belieTe  that  I  am  the  only  one  now  left,  on  this 
stage  of  life,  of  those  commissioners  representing  and 
acting  for  the  several  provinces  in  America,  whom  I 
met  at  that  Congress  in  Albany,  m  1754,  when  the 
events,  which  have  smce  come  mto  fact,  first  began  to 
develope  diemselves,  as  ready  to  burst  into  bloom  and 
to  bring  f<»th  the  fruits  of  liberty,  which  you  in  Amer- 
ica at  present  enjoy.  How  long  I  am  to  continue 
after  these,  is  of  very  little  consequence  either  to  myself 
or  to  the  w(x4d,  as  I  now  stand  unconnected  with  it 
and  its  affairs* 

In  your  last  letter  from  Paris,  when  you  took  leave 
of  me^  then  at  Geneva,  you  desired  I  would  consider 
tbe  operations  and  effect  of  the  Helvetic  League,  with 
a  reference  to  the  political  union  of  the  American  States. 
I  did  so,  and  every  thing,  which  I  saw  or  had  occa- 
smi  to  learn  about  this  league,  only  served  to  confirm 
what  I  had  ah'eady  written  and  published  in  my  ^Me- 
BMiial  addressed  to  the  Sovereigns  of  America."  I 
saw,  that,  if  there  was  not  in  a  people  such  a  confi- 
dsDoe  in  the  basis  of  their  liberty,  as  could  suffer 
without  fears  and  jealousies  a  spirit  of  sovereignty  to 
establish  a  regulated  rotary  system  of  government,  trust- 
ed, as  to  men  in  rotation,  with  every  power  necessary 
to  raider  it  effective,  there  could  be  neither  the  true 
spirit  of  liberty  nor  the  fruits  of  government,  and  that 
mther  an  aristocracy,  or  a  monarchy,  founded  in  faction 
or  violence,  must  take  place  of  it  I  saw  the  traces  of 
the  pd^tics  of  some  high  allies,  false  friends  of  the 
Swiss,  establishmg  an  aristocracy,  whose  members  were 
their  pensioners.  I  deprecated  from  my  soul,  that  this 
might  ever  be  the  fate  of  America.  And  since  you 
carried  up  ,fix)m  the  committee  of  the  Convention  your 
rq)ort  of  a  system  of  sovereignty  founded  in  law, 
aiid  above  which  law  only  was  sovereign,  I  b^m  to 
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entertain  hopes  for  the  liberties  of  Ammca,  and  for 
what  will  be  an  asylum  one  day  or  other  to  a  rem* 
nant  of  mankind,  who  wish  and  deserve  to  live  with 
political  liberty. 

I  do  not  altogether  take  confidence  to  heart  I 
have  some  fears  of  mischief  from  the  arbU  of  four 
years'  period^  which  you  give  to  the  rotation  of  the 
office  of  President  It  may  become  the  ground  of  m* 
trigue.  Further,  suppose  the  United  States  in  peace, 
and  that  they  have  a  president  exactly  and  fully  quaU- 
iied  to  conduct  their  affairs  in  peace,  but  not  in  war. 
Suppose  then  war  to  come  upon  you,  before  the  period 
of  his  office  has  had  its  rotation.  Although  the  United 
States  might  wish  to  choose  a  president,  suited  to  con* 
duct  matters  in  the  Ime  of  war  or  of  negotiatioii,  that, 
unless  a  voluntary  resignation  of  the  first  takes  jdsoe^ 
cannot  be  done.  I  make  this  remark  fit)m  my  kamd* 
edge  on  experience,  that  the  people,  in  thdr  anmml 
election  of  representatives  in  General  Assembly,  kxik 
always  thus  to  suit  the  character  of  their  representative 
to  the  business  of  the  country,  whk:h  is  likely  to  oome 
into  operation.  When  I  see  how  wisely  and  prudently 
suited  to  the  basis  whereon  it  is  built,  eveiy  other 
part  of  your  system  Ls  framed,  I  suspect  my  own  judg- 
ment  in  this,  and  suppose  there  must  be  somethings 
which  I  do  not  see,  that  operated  to  this  form  of  a  fiMir 
years'  rotation.  As  I  hope  and  trust  you  are  bow 
alive  and  well,  and  will  be  so  to  receive  what  I  now 
write,  and  as  I  also  hope  you  will  give  me  an  answer^ 
and  that  I  shall  continue  in  life  to  receive  it,  pmj  ex- 
plain  this  to  me. 

Being  at  this  place  to  spend  a  few  weeks,  and  send* 
ing  to  Mrs.  Cruger  to  inquire  whether  any  ship^  by 
whkh  I  could  write  to  you,  was  going  to  America,  and 
hearing  that  a  ship  bound  to  New  York  is  just  gone 
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down  the  river,  and  that  she  sends  her  letters  to- 
morrow morning,  I  have  hardly  an  hour  to  write  this 
hasty  letter  to  you.  I  am,  as  I  ever  have  been,  most 
your  affectionate  friend, 

Thomas  Pownalu 


TO   M.   L£   YEILLARD. 

Mw  Constitution.  —  Custom-House  Duties. 

Phfladelphia,  22  April,  178& 

Mt  dear  Friend, 

I  reo^ved  but  a  few  days  since,  your  favor  of  No- 
VMiber  30th,  1787,  m  which  you  continue  to  urge  mf 
to  fimah  the  Memoirs.  My  three  years  of  service  will 
in  October,  when  a  new  president  must  be 
l;  and  I  had  the  project  of  retiring  then  to  my 
gnndson's  estate  in  New  Jersey,  where  I  might  be 
ifM  from  the  interruption  of  visits,  in  order  to  com* 
pleto  that  work  for  your  satisfaction;  for  m  this  ci^ 
wj  time  is  so  cut  to  pieces  by  friends  and  strangm^ 
duit  I  have  sometimes  envied  die  prisoners  in  BastiUe. 
But  considering  now  the  little  remnant  of  life  I  have 
left,  the  accidents  that  may  hi^pen  between  this  and 
October,  and  your  earnest  desire,  I  have  come  to  the 
resolution  to  proceed  in  that  work  to-morrow,  and  con* 
tmne  it  daily  tiU  finished,  which,  if  my  health  permitSi 
may  be  in  the  course  of  the  ensumg  summer.  As  it 
goes  on,  I  will  have  a  copy  made  for  you,  and  you 
may  expect  to  receive  a  part  by  the  next  packet. 

It  is  very  possible,  as  you  suppose,  that  all  the  arti- 
cles of  the  proposed  new  government  will  not  remain 
michanged,  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress.  I 
am  of  opinion  with  you,  that  the  two  chambers  were  not 
necessary,  and  I  disliked  some  other  articles  that  are 
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m,  and  wished  for  some  that  are  not  in  the  proposed 
plan.  I  nevertheless  hope  it  may  be  adopted,  though 
I  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  execution  of  it, 
bemg  determined  to  quit  all  public  business  with  my 
present  employment  At  eighty-three  one  certainly 
has  a  right  to  ambition  repose. 

We  are  not  ignorant,  that  the  duties  paid  at  the 
custom-house  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  are 
finally  reimbursed  by  the  consumer,  but  we  impose 
them  as  the  easiest  way  of  levying  a  tax  from  those 
consumers.  If  our  new  country  was  as  closely  inhab- 
ited as  your  old  one,  we  might  without  much  difficult 
ooUect  a  land  tax,  that  would  be  sufficient  for  all  pur- 
poses ;  but  where  farms  are  at  five  or  six  miles*  datmee 
from  each  other,  as  they  are  in  a  great  part  of  our 
country,  the  going  of  the  collectors  from  house  to  house 
to  demand  the  taxes,  and  being  obliged  to  call  more 
than  once  for  the  same  tax,  makes  the  trouble  of  oot 
looting  in  many  cases  exceed  the  value  of  the  sua 
collected.  Things  that  are  practicable  in  <xie  couutij 
are  not  always  so  in  another,  where  circumstances  dif- 
fer. Our  duties  are,  however,  generally  so  small,  as  to 
give  little  temptation  to  smugglmg.  Believe  me  era^ 
my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FnAHKuir. 
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TO   JOHN   LATHROP.* 

JSttaehment  to  his  early  Friends  and  the  Associations  of 
his  Youth.  —  Growing  Felicity  of  Mankind  by  hn-^ 
pravements  in  Philosophy. 

Philadelphia,  31  May,  1788. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  received  your  obliging  favor  of  the  6th  instant 
by  Bfr.  EBlliard,  with  whose  conversation  I  was  much 
^based,  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  more 
of  ity  if  he  would  have  spared  it  to  me ;  but  the  short 
time  of  his  stay  has  prevented.  Tou  need  make  no 
wpdlogy  for  mtroducmg  any  of  your  friends  to  me.  I 
cxmmder  it  as  domg  me  honor,  as  well  as  giving  me 
pfearare. 

I  thank  you  for  the  pamphlet  of  the  Humane  So- 
dety.  In  return  please  to  accept  one  of  the  same 
kind,  which  was  published  while  I  resided  in  France. 
ff  joar  Society  have  not  hitherto  seen  it,  it  may  pos- 
fSbly  affi>rd  them  useful  hints. 

It  would  certainly,  as  you  observe,  be  a  very  great 
|riteasure  to  me,  if  I  could  once  again  visit  my  native 
town,  and  walk  over  the  grounds  I  used  to  frequent 
^en  a  boy,  and  where  I  enjoyed  many  of  the  inno- 
cttit  pleasures  of  youth,  which  would  be  so  brought  to 
my  remembrance,  and  where  I  might  find  some  of  my 
{M  acquaintance  to  converse  with.  But  when  I  con- 
fflder  how  well  I  am  situated  here,  with  every  thing 
about  me,  that  I  can  call  either  necessary  or  conven- 
ient; the  fatigues  and  bad  accommodations  to  be  met 
with  and  suffered  in  a  land  journey,  and  the  unpleas- 


*  An  eminent  clergyman  of  Boston,  and  for  many  years  a  neighboar 
iad  taloftble  ftiend  of  Mrs.  Mecom,  the  sister  of  Dr.  Franklin. 
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antness  of  sea  voyages,  to  one,  who,  although^he  has 
crossed  the  Atlantic  eight  times,  and  made  many 
smaller  trips,  does  not  recollect  his  having  ever  been 
at  sea  without  taking  a  firm  resolution  never  to  go 
to  sea  again;  and  that,  if  I  were  arrived  in  Bostcm, 
I  should  see  but  little  of  it,  as  I  could  neither  bear 
walking  nor  riding  in  a  carriage  over  its  pebbled 
streets;  and,  above  all,  that  I  should  find  very  few 
indeed  of  my  old  friends  living,  it  being  now  uxty- 
five  years  since  I  left  it  to  settle  here ;  —  all  this  con- 
sidered, I  say,  it  seems  probable,  though  not  cextdin, 
that  I  shall  hardly  again  visit  that  beloved  place.  Bat 
I  enjoy  the  company  and  conversation  of  its  inhab- 
itants, when  any  of  them  are  so  good  as  to  viat  me ; 
for,  besides  their  general  good  sense,  which  I  vdue^ 
the  Boston  manner,  turn  of  phrase,  and  even  Ume  of 
voice,  and  accent  in  pronunciation,  all  please,  and  seem 
to  refresh  and  revive  me. 

I  have  been  long  impressed  with  the  same  senti- 
ments you  so  well  express,  of  the  growing  felici^  of 
mankind,  from  the  improvements  in  phik>soph7,  moi^ 
als,  politics,  and  even  the  conveniences  ci  common 
living,  and  the  invention  and  acquisition  of  new  and 
useful  utensils  and  instruments;  so  that  I  have  some- 
times almost  wished  it  had  been  my  destiny  to  be 
bom  two  or  three  centuries  hence.  For  invention  and 
improvement  are  prolific,  and  beget  more  of  their  kind. 
The  present  progress  is  rapid.  Many  of  great  ioqpotf^ 
tance,  now  unthought  of,  will  before  that  period  bo 
produced ;  and  then  I  might  not  only  enjoy  their  ad- 
vantages, but  have  my  curiosity  gratified  in  knowing 
what  they  are  to  be.  I  see  a  little  absurdky  in  lAil 
I  have  just  written,  but  it  is  to  a  friend,  who  will  wink 
and  let  it  pass,  while  I  mention  one  reason  more  tot 
such  a  wish,  which  is,  that,  if  the  art  of  phyac 


mt.  8i.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  349 

be  improved  in  proportion  to  other  arts,  we  may  then 
be  able  to  avoid  diseases,  and  live  as  long  as  the 
patriarchs  in  Genesis;  to  which  I  suppose  we  should 
have  Kttle  objection. 

I  am  glad  my  dear  sister  has  so  good  and  kmd  a 
neighbour.  I  sometimes  suspect  she  may  be  backward 
in  acquainting  me  with  circumstances  in  which  I  might 
be  more  useful  to  her.  If  any  such  should  occur  to 
your  observation,  your  mentioning  them  to  me  will  be 
a  &vor  I  shall  be  thankful  for.  With  great  esteem,  I 
ha:fe  the  honor  to  be,  Reverend  Sir,  &c. 

B.  FRAiTKLnr. 


TO   M.   LE   YEILLARD. 

Tokratum.  —  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  8  June,  1788. 
Mt   DEAR   FrIEKD, 

I  received  a  few  days  ago  your  kind  letter  of  the  3d 
of  January.  The  arret  in  favor  of  the  non-caiholiques 
gives  pleasure  here,  not  only  from  its  present  advan- 
t^^  but  as  it  is  a  good  step  towards  general  tolera- 
tion, and  to  the  abolishing  in  time  all  party  spirit  among 
Christians,  and  the  mischiefs  that  have  so  long  attend- 
ed it  Thank  God,  the  world  is  growing  wiser  and 
wiser;  and  as  by  degrees  men  are  convinced  of  the 
foDy  of  wars  for  religion,  for  dominion,  or  for  commerce^ 
tiiey  will  be  happier  and  happier. 

Eight  States  have  now  agreed  to  the  proposed  new 
constitution;  there  remain  five  who  have  not  yet  dis- 
cussed it;  their  appointed  times  of  meeting  not  bdng 
yet  arrived.  Two  are  to  meet  this  month,  the  rest 
later.  One  more  agreeing,  it  will  be  carried  into  exe* 
cntiOD.    Probably  some  will  not  agree  at  present,  but 
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time  may  bring  them  m ;  so  that  we  have  little  doubl 
of  its  becoming  general,  perhaps  with  some  corrections. 
As  to  your  friend's  taking  a  share  in  the  management 
of  it,  his  age  and  infirmities  render  him  unfit  for  the 
business,  as  the  business  would  be  for  him.  After  the 
expiration  of  his  presidentship,  which  will  now  be  m  a 
few  months,  he  is  determined  to  engage  no  more  in 
public  affairs,  even  if  required;  but  his  countfymen 
will  be  too  reasonable  to  require  it.  Tou  are  not  so 
considerate;  you  are  a  hard  task- master.  You  insist 
on  his  writing  his  life,  ak^ady  a  long  work,  and  at  the 
same  time  would  have  him  continually  employed  in 
augmenting  the  subject,  while  the  time  shortens  in 
which  the  work  is  to  be  executed.  General  Wash- 
ington  is  the  man  that  all  our  eyes  are  fixed  on  fot 
President^  and  what  little  mfluence  I  may  have^  is  de- 
voted to  him.    I  am,  &c. 

B.  FnAVKUir. 


TO   M.   DUPONT   DE   NEMOURS. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.  —  Principles  of  TYads. 
—  Commercial  Dictionary. 

Philftdelpbia,  9  June,  17BB. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  favOT  erf  December  31st, 
the  extract  of  a  letter,  which  you  wish  to  have 
lated  and  published  here.  But  seven  States  havings 
before  it  arrived,  ratified  the  new  constitution,  and 
others  being  daily  expected  to  do  the  same,  after  the 
fullest  discussion  in  convention,  and  in  all  the  paUe 
papers,  till  everybody  was  tired  of  the  argoment,  k 
seemed  too  late  to  propose  delay,  and  especBally  the 
dday  that  must  be  occasioned  by  a  revision  and 
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rection  of  all  the  separate  Constitutions.  For  it  would 
take  at  least  a  year  to  convince  thirteen  States,  that  the 
Constitutions  they  have  practised  ever  since  the  Rev- 
olution, without  observing  any  imperfections  in  them  so 
great  as  to  be  worth  the  trouble  of  amendment,  are 
nevertheless  so  ill  formed  as  to  be  unfit  for  continua- 
tion, or  to  be  parts  of  a  federal  government.  And,  when 
they  should  be  so  convinced,  it  would  probably  take 
some  years  more  to  make  the  corrections. 

An  eighth  State  has  since  acceded,  and  when  a 
ninth  is  added,  which  is  now  daily  expected,  the  con- 
stitutbn  will  be  carried  into  execution.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Con- 
various  amendments  will  be  proposed  and  dis- 
sd,  when  I  hope  your  Ouvrage  sur  lea  Principea 
it  le  Bien  des  Republiques  en  general^  &c.  &c.,  may  be 
ready  to  put  into  their  hands ;  and  such  a  wcn^k  fix)m 
your  hand  I  am  confident,  though  it  may  not  be  en- 
tirely followed,  will  afford  useful  hints,  and  produce  ad- 
vantages of  importance. 

But  we  must  not  expect,  that  a  new  government  may 
be  formed,  as  a  game  of  chess  may  be  played,  by  a 
ddlful  hand,  without  a  fault.  The  players  of  our  game 
are  so  many,  their  ideas  so  different,  their  prejudices 
io  strong  and  so  various,  and  their  particular  interests, 
independent  of  the  general,  seeming  so  opposite,  that 
not  a  move  can  be  made  that  is  not  contested;  the 
numerous  objections  confound  the  understanding;  the 
wisest  must  agree  to  some  unreasonable  things,  that 
reasonable  ones  of  more  consequence  may  be  obtained ; 
and  thus  chance  has  its  share  in  many  of  the  deter- 
minations, so  that  the  play  is  more  like  tric-trac  with 
a  box  of  dk;e. 

We  are  much  pleased  with  the  disposition  of  your 
government  to  favor  our  commerce,  manifested  in  the 
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late  r^'glemenL  Tou  appear  to  be  possessed  of  a  truthj 
which  few  governments  are  possessed  of,  that  A  must 
take  some  of  B's  produce,  othemv'ise  B  will  not  be 
able  to  pay  for  what  he  would  take  of  A.  But  there 
b  one  thmg  wanting  to  facilitate  and  augment  our  m- 
tercourse.  It  is  a  dictionary,  explaining  the  names  of 
different  articles  of  manufacture  in  the  two  languages. 
When  I  was  in  Paris,  I  received  a  lai^e  order  for  a 
great  variety  of  goods,  particularly  of  the  kind  called 
hard  wares,  that  is,  wares  of  iron  and  steel ;  and  when 
I  showed  the  mvoice  to  your  manufacturers,  they  dkl 
not  understand  what  kind  of  goods  or  instniiiients 
were  meant  by  the  names ;  nor  could  any  English  and 
French  dictionary  be  found  to  explain  them.  So  I  aeiit 
to  England  for  one  of  each  sort,  which  might 
both  as  explanation  and  as  a  model,  the  latter 
of  importance  likewise,  since  people  are  prejudiced  m 
favor  oi  forms  they  have  been  used  to,  though  per- 
haps not  the  best  They  cost  me  twenty-five  guioea% 
but  were  lost  by  the  way,  and,  the  peace  coming  on, 
the  scheme  dropped.  It  would,  however,  as  I  imagme, 
be  well  worth  reviving,  for  our  merchants  say,  we  stil 
send  to  England  for  such  goods  as  we  want,  becanae 
there  they  understand  our  orders,  and  can  execute 
them  precisely.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am, 
&C.  B.  Frankuv. 
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FROM   M.   D£   CONDORCET   TO  B.   FRANKLIN. 

CanstUutian  of  the  United  States.  —  Affaxrs  in  France 
Translation. 

Paris,  8  Jalj,  178a 

Mt  dear  Friend, 

I  beg  you  to  assure  the  Philosophical  Society  of 
Philadelphia  of  my  gratitude  for  the  honor,  which  it 
has  done  me  m  electing  me  a  member,  and  to  present 
at  the  same  time  my  thanks  for  the  volume  it  has 
been  kind  enough  to  send  me. 

I  have  seen  your  new  federal  constitution,  and  the 
ipeech  pronounced  by  you  on  that  occasion.  If  it 
was  necessary  to  finish  it  at  once,  if  it  was  impossible 
to  obtain  any  thing  better,  we  must  regard  it  as  among 
the  necessary  evils,  and  hope  that  the  opposition  will 
be  strcmg  enough  to  require  a  few  years  hence  a  new 
convention.  I  see  with  pam,  that  the  aristocratic  spirit 
seeks  to  mtroduce  itself  among  you,  in  spite  of  so 
numy  wise  precautions.  At  this  moment  it  is  throw- 
ing every  thing  into  confusion  here.  Priests,  magis- 
trates, nobles,  all  unite  against  the  poor  citizens,  who 
are  of  a  very  different  character.  This  league,  so  nu- 
m^Dus  in  itself,  has  increased  its  strength  by  clamcx^ 
against  despotism.  It  is  true,  that  it  has  taken  the 
very  moment  when  the  Eang  is  acknowledging  the 
rights  of  the  nation,  and  promising  to  restore  them; 
but  the  word  is  a  hateful  one,  and  in  this  country  words 
are  more  than  things. 

I  hope,  however,  that  we  shall  get  through,  and  that 
we  shaJl  have  neither  civil  war  nor  bankruptcy,  in  spite 
of  all  that  our  pretended  patriots  are  saying  and  doing 
to  lead  us  to  both.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  may  you 
kmg  enjoy  your  gbry,  but  let  it  not  make  you  forget 
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the  friends  and  the  admirers,  whom  you  have  left  on 
the  other  side  of  the  ocean.    I  am,  &c. 

CONDORCKT. 


FROM   THE   DUKE   DE   LA    ROCHEFOUCAULD  TO 
B.  FRANKLIN. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States.  —  Washington.— 
Political  Condition  of  France. 

Translation. 

Varennei^  19  Jidj,  178B. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  have  heard  from  you  indirectly,  through  11  le  Vei- 
lard  and  the  Abbe  de  la  Roche,  more  recently  than 
by  the  letter,  which  you  were  kind  enough  to  write  to 
me  some  time  smce.  I  learn  from  the  former  g^itie- 
man,  that  we  may  soon  expect  the  Memoirs  ctf  yoor 
life,  which  you  promised  him  so  long  ago.  What  a 
precious  monument  this  memoir  must  be,  written  as  k 
is  by  a  true  philosopher,  whose  genius  has  thrown  li^t 
upon  physical  and  political  science,  has  taught  us  what 
lightning  is,  and  how  we  may  avoid  it ;  what  liberty  ny 
and  how  we  may  acquire  and  preserve  it;  and  who^ 
unitmg  to  rich  intellectual  gifts  die  kindest  social  feel- 
ings, has  shown,  that  he  knows  the  value  of  friendslqpb 
and  how  compatible  it  is  with  sentiments  of  respect  and 
veneration ;  a  philosopher,  too,  who  can  judge  himsdf 
with  the  same  impartiality,  with  which  he  would  judge 
others.  It  will  be  a  gift  most  dear  to  your  friendfl^ 
who  will  always  pray,  that  the  last  chapter  of  a  life  so 
valuable  to  humanity  may  have  the  longest  possUe 
extent. 

We  see  with  pleasure,  that  your  infirmities,  though 
they  do  not  leave  you,  still  do  not  increase ;  and 
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ihey  have  allowed  you  for  the  last  three  years  to  labor 
ID  public  afiairs,  we  hope  that  they  will  now  allow  you 
to  enjoy  for  a  long  period  the  repose  and  tranquillity, 
which  should  close  so  great  a  career. 

Eight  States,  then,  have  accepted  the  new  fed«:al 
constitution.  Virginia  is  to  be  the  ninth,  so  that  it  wiH 
presently  go  into  operation,  with  a  few  modifications 
made  upon  the  original  plan  adopted  by  the  conven- 
tkm.  There  is  one  point,  on  which  I  have  heard  no 
<rf)jectbns,  which  yet  seems  to  me  liable  to  a  great 
laany.  I  mean  the  extent  of  the  power  granted  to 
die  President,  and  the  possibility  of  his  occupying  the 
|dace  for  an  mdefinite  period.  I  love  to  believe  that 
Washington,  your  worthy  companion  in  the  great  Amer- 
ican revolution,  will  give  to  the  world  the  example  of 
a  man,  who  has  willingly  set  bounds  to  his  own  pow* 
w;  ihatj  when  placed  by  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
Jughest  office,  he  will  point  out  to  them  the  evils  of 
too  blind  a  confidence,  and,  directing  it  to  a  noble 
end,  he  will  provide  proper  restraints  upon  his  own 
power,  and  that  of  his  successors  less  worthy  than 
JhimseUl 

While  you  are  busy  m  these  great  matters,  France, 
-whom  you  left  talking  zealously  of  liberty  for  other 
nations,  begins  to  think,  that  a  small  portion  of  this 
same  liberty  would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  herself 
Good  works  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  your  good 
example  for  the  last  fourteen,  have  enlightened  us 
much;  while  our  ministers,  sometimes  despotic,  and 
-sometimes  rapacious,  have,  by  their  attacks  upon  per- 
sonal liberty  or  property,  led  men  to  the  examination 
of  great  principles ;  an  ignorance  of  which,  sometimes 
real  and  sometimes  conventional,  left  us  in  a  state  of 
cabn,  which  was  by  no  means  happiness,  though  frivo- 
lous, unenlightened,  and  stupid  people,  who  are  the 
higest  dass,  thought  it  was. 
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The  excess  of  the  evil  awakened  us  at  last  M.  de 
Galonne  made  known  the  disastrous  state  of  the 
finances;  his  successors  employed  violent  means;  the 
classes,  which  had  been  the  zealous  supporters  of 
the  royal  authority,  and  often  the  passive  or  the  ready 
mstruments  of  ministerial  despotism,  for  which,  when 
they  opposed  it,  they  only  substituted  their  own,  which 
was  stiU  worse,  these  classes  found  their  only  means 
of  resistance  consisted  in  calling  public  opinion  to  their 
aid.  They  have  made  an  appeal  to  the  nation,  and 
the  States-General  are  demanded  with  one  voice  fiom 
one  extremity  of  France  to  the  other.  The  ministei^ 
instead  of  skilfully  yielding  to  this  call,  have  shown  a 
repugnance,  and  defer  announchig  their  convocation, 
pretending  that  it  is  difficult  to  settle  the  forms,  and 
that,  before  the  assembly  can  be  called,  time  should  be 
given  for  the  public  mind  to  grow  calm.  This  fait 
reason  is  altogether  futile;  for  the  more  repugnance 
they  show,  and  the  stronger  their  desire  to  avoid 
granting  the  general  wish,  the  more  it  is  to  be  feared 
diat  the  exasperation  will  increase. 

The  first  reason,  however,  is  not  without  foundation. 
It  is  true,  that  the  form  of  our  States-Greneral,  which 
has  undergone  several  variations,  is  very  neariy  deter* 
mined  by  the  different  meetings,  which  have  taken 
place  from  1483  to  1624;  but  their  constitution  is  a 
bad  one.  The  distinction  into  three  orders,  of  which 
the  first,  the  clergy^  ought  not  to  be  one ;  of  which 
the  second,  the  nobilityj  is  a  constitutional  evil,  and  en- 
joys, with  the  first,  privileges  which  are  burdensome 
to  the  nation;  of  which  the  third,  the  TTdrd  EsUtk^ 
which  ought  to  be  the  only  one,  and  should  compre- 
hend all  holders  of  property,  is  still  in  a  great  measure 
composed  of  privileged  persons ;  I  repeat,  this  distinc- 
tion into  three  orders  is  a  great  obstacle  to  the  public 
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goody  by  the  diversity  of  interests,  which  may  render 
this  assembly  a  system  of  three  bodies  inimical  to  each 
other,  and  no  one  of  jthem  truly  friends  to  the  nation. 

K  our  well  intentioned  ministers  had  taken  up  the 
idea  of  convoking  a  National  Assembly,  they  might 
have  reformed  this  evil,  and  given  us  a  form  of  repre- 
ientation  founded  upon  principles  of  justice  and  good 
poGcy ;  but  now  that  they  call  it  in  spite  of  themselves, 
Aey  cannot  help  foUowmg  the  old  form ;  and  it  is  from 
an  assembly,  the  composition  of  which  is  so  excep* 
tionable,  that  we  are  to  expect  a  constitution.  The 
i^t,  which  has  lately  been  shed  upon  the  science  of 
political  economy,  is  our  only  ground  of  hope  and  ccm- 
flohtion;  and  perhaps  it  will  be  sufficient  to  trium{di 
over  ministers,  orders,  and  political  bodies,  over  their 
passions  and  their  prejudices.  Posterity  must  judge 
of  this;  but  I  much  fear,  that  our  first  steps  in  the 
career  of  liberty  will  not  be  guided  by  that  sound  reap 
Bon^  which  alone  can  lead  us  promptly  and  permanent- 
ly to  happiness. 

You  Americans  were  in  a  far  more  favcx^ble  posi* 
tmi  fcH*  the  establishment  of  a  good  constitution.  You 
had  ncme  of  those  distinctions  of  birth  and  place,  with 
which  superstition  and  the  feudal  system  have  cursed 
old  Europe.  It  was  partly  to  avoid  the  evil  influence 
of  these  prejudices,  that  your  forefathers  left  their  coun- 
try, and  sought  a  retreat  m  the  forests  of  America, 
wUch  they  soon  converted  into  fertile  fields.  They 
had  imbibed,  with  the  milk  of  their  British  mothers, 
the  love  and  the  principles  of  liberty,  which,  sometimes 
forgotten  by  that  nation,  have  never  been  extinct  among 
them;  and  these  principles  and  this  love  had  taken 
deep  root  m  the  hearts  of  your  countrymen.  When 
the  ministers  and  Parliament  of  England  attempted  to 
enslave  you,  they  were  resisted  with  an  energy  which 
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they  had  never  expected ;  and,  when  you  had  acquired 
a  rank  among  nations^  you  took,  for  the  basis  of  your 
government  and  of  your  laws,  personal  liberty,  liberty 
of  property  and  consequently  of  trade,  and  religious  lib- 
er^. Tou  allowed  men  to  enjoy  all  the  'rights,  which 
they  hold  from  nature,  and  of  which  everywhere  else 
either  legislators  or  circumstances  have  more  or  less 
deprived  them. 

But  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  you  has  cained 
me  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  a  letter.  If  I  did  not 
know  your  indulgence,  I  should  ask  your  pardon ;  but 
your  friendship  and  the  interest  of  the  subject  make 
me  feel  this  to  be  unnecessary.  Give  your  distant 
blessing  to  a  nation,  which,  at  least,  has  the  merit  of 
appreciating  your  worth,  and  which,  by  the  eoligfatened 
men  it  has  produced,  is  worthy  that  you  should  take 
an  mterest  in  its  fate,  though  it  has  often  been  the 
last  to  profit  by  the  lessons,  wluch  it  has  given  to 
others. 

I  shall  close  my  letter  by  offering  you,  on  the  pert 
of  the  author  and  on  mine,  a  Dissertation  on  JVyctahpia^ 
a  disease  endemic  m  the  neighbourhood  of  La  Rodbe* 
guyon.  Tou  will  find  there  the  names  of  M.  de  CSon- 
dorcet  and  the  Abbe  Rochon,  who  desire  to  add  their 
affectionate  compliments  to  those  of  all  my  fieunily.  Re- 
member me  to  yours,  and  ever  believe  in  the  constant 
regard  and  affection  of  the 

Duke  ds  la  Rochsfovcauld. 
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FROM   CHARLOTTE   FILANOIERI   TO   B.   FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Naples,  37  September,  1788. 

Sir, 

Attribute  this  long  delay  to  my  grief^  and  sympathize 
whh  me  in  my  affliction.  The  Chevalier  Gaetano  Fi- 
l^ngieri,  my  husband  and  my  friend,  is  no  more.  He 
died  on  the  21st  of  July,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  the 
Tictim  of  a  cruel  disease,  and  with  him  my  happmess 
has  gone.  He  has  left  three  children,  with  no  other 
patrimony  than  the  memory  of  his  virtues  and  his 
reputation.  If  the  letter,  which  you  wrote  to  him  on 
the  14th  of  October,  1787,  had  reached  him  before  the 
Ist  of  July,  the  day  on  which  the  disease  attacked  him, 
he  would  not  have  failed  to  answer  it,  and  to  send  you 
tbe  copies  of  his  work  on  legislation,  which  you  had 
requested.  I  shall  myself  perform  what  would  have 
be^  his  wish,  and  you  will  receive  through  the  chan- 
nel, which  you  pointed  out  to  him,  all  that  you  desire. 
The  little  that  remains  of  his  immortal  work  will  shortly 
be  printed,  and  I  shall  deem  it  a  duty  to  send  it  to 
you  as  soon  as  it  comes  from  the  press.  I  shall  also 
have  the  melancholy  pleasure  of  sending  you,  at  the 
same  time,  the  history  of  his  life,  and  a  selection  from 
the  best  of  his  writings. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration, 
and  the  smcere  respect  so  fully  your  due,  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Charlotte  Filanoieri.* 


*  FUangieri  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six.  His  great  work  was  left 
nnfiiUBhed;  but  the  deficiency  has  been  in  some  degree  supplied  by 
BeigaiDin  Constant,  who  added  to  the  Paris  edition  of  1823  a  volume, 
entilled  Omm^nUnre  star  VOuvrage  de  FUangierL 
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TO   THE   DUKE   DE   LA   ROCHEFOUCAULD. 

Philadelphia,  23  October,  1788. 

Our  public  affairs  begin  to  wear  a  more  quiet 

aspect.  The  disputes  about  the  faults  of  the  new  con- 
stitution are  subsided.  The  first  Congress  will  proba- 
bly mend  the  principal  ones,  and  future  Congresses 
the  rest.  That  which  you  mentioned  did  not  pass 
unnoticed  in  the  Convention.  Many,  if  I  remember 
right,  were  for  makuig  the  President  incapable  of  be- 
ing  chosen  after  the  first  four  years ;  but  the  majority 
were  for  leaving  the  electors  fi^e  to  choose  whom 
they  pleased ;  and  it  was  alleged,  that  such  incapacilj 
might  tend  to  make  the  President  less  attentive  to  A^ 
duties  of  his  office,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  peq)le^ 
than  he  would  be  if  a  second  choice  depended  on 
Aeir  good  opmion  of  him.  We  are  mahng  open- 
ments  in  politics;  what  knowledge  we  shall  gain  by 
them  will  be  more  certain,  though  periiaps  we  may 
hazard  too  much  in  that  mode  of  acquiring  it 

Having  now  finished  my  turn  of  bemg  President,  and 
promising  myself  to  engage  no  more  in  public  busi- 
ness,  I  hope  to  enjoy  the  small  remains  of  life  that  are 
allowed  me,  in  the  repose  I  have  so  long  wished  far. 
I  purpose  to  employ  it  m  completing  the  personal  his- 
tory you  mention.*  It  is  now  brought  down  to  my 
fiftieth  year.  What  is  to  follow  will  be  of  more  im- 
portant transactions ;  but  it  seems  to  me  what  is  done 
will  be  of  more  general  use  to  young  readers,  exem- 
plifying strongly  the  effects  of  prudent  and  imprudeni 
conduct  in  the  commencement  of  a  life  of  business^t 

B.  Frahkuh. 

*The  Memoirs  of  his  Life. 

f  Two  days  later  he  wrote  to  M.  le  Ttillard  as  IbQowi.    « Our 
Btnd  daily,  and  are  getting  into  good  order  very  frft    Ntfw  wm 
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TO  MADAME    LAVOISIER. 

Philadelphia,  23  October,  178a 

I  have  a  long  time  been  disabled  from  writing  to  my 
dear  fnend,  by  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout,  or  I  should 
sooner  have  returned  my  thanks  for  her  very  khid 
present  of  the  portrait,  which  she  has  herself  done  me 
the  honor  to  make  of  me.  It  is  allowed  by  those,  who 
have  seen  it,  to  have  great  merit  as  a  picture  in  every 
respect ;  but  what  particularly  endears  it  to  me  is  the 
hand  that  drew  it.  Our  English  enemies,  when  they 
ware  in  possession  of  this  city  and  my  house,  made  a 
prisoner  of  my  portrait,  and  carried  it  off  with  them, 
leaving  that  of  its  companion,  my  wife,  by  itself,  a  kind 
of  widow.  You  have  replaced  the  husband,  and  the 
bdy  seems  to  smile  as  well  pleased. 

It  is  true,  as  you  observe,  that  I  enjoy  here  every 
thmg  that  a  reasonable  mind  can  desire,  a  sufficiency 
of  income,  a  comfortable  habitation  of  my  own  buildmg, 
having  all  the  conveniences  I  could  imagine ;  a  dutiful 
and  affectionate  daughter  to  nurse  and  take  care  of 
me,  a  number  of  promising  grandchildren,  some  old 

BMNWiire  80  thoroughly  discussed  as  our  proposed  new  Constitution. 
Many  objectionB  were  made  to  it  in  the  public  papers,  and  answers  to 
those  objections.  Much  party  heat  there  was,  and  some  violent  personal 
abuse.  I  kept  out  of  the  dispute,  and  wrote  only  one  little  paper  on 
the  occasion,  which  I  enclose.  You  seem  to  be  too  apprehensive  about 
our  President's  being  perpetual.  Neither  he  nor  we  have  any  such  in- 
tentions ;  of  what  danger  there  may  be  of  such  an  event  we  are  all  aware, 
and  shall  take  care  effectually  to  prevent  it  The  choice  is  from  four 
yeen  to  five  years ;  the  appointments  will  be  small.  Thus  we  may  change 
our  President  if  we  do  not  like  his  conduct,  and  he  will  have  less  in- 
ducement to  struggle  for  a  new  election.  As  to  the  itoo  chambers,  I 
am  of  your  opinion,  that  one  alone  would  be  better ;  but,  my  dear  friend, 
nodiing  in  human  affairs  and  schemes  is  perfect;  and  perhaps  this  is 
the  case  of  our  opinions." —  October  ^th.  On  this  subject  of  a  single 
legislative  body,  see  Vol.  V.  p.  165. 

VOL.  x#  46  s  s 
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friends  still  remainiDg  to  converse  with,  and  more  re- 
spect, distinction,  and  public  honors  than  I  can  possibly 
merit.  These  are  the  blessings  of  God,  and  depend 
on  his  continued,  goodness;  yet  all  do  not  make  me 
forget  Paris,  and  the  nine  years'  happiness  I  enjoyed 
there,  in  the  sweet  society  of  a  people  whose  conver- 
sation is  instructive,  whose  manners  are  highly  pleasinj^ 
and  who,  above  all  the  nations  of  the  woiid,  have,  in 
the  greatest  perfection,  the  art  of  making  themsdvei 
beloved  by  strangers.  And  now,  even  in  my  sleeps  I 
find,  that  the  scenes  of  all  my  pleasant  dreams  are  laid 
in  that  city,  or  in  its  neighbourhood. 

I  like  much  young  M.  Dupont.  He  appears  a  lery 
sensible  and  valuable  man,  and  I  thmk  his  father  w3I 
have  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  in  him. 

Please  to  present  my  thanks  to  M.  Lavoisier  for  the 
JVbmenclature  Chindque  he  has  been  so  good  as  to 
send  me,  (it  must  be  a  very  useful  book,)  and  assure 
him  of  my  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  attachment 
My  best  wishes  attend  you  both ;  and  I  think  I  cannot 
wish  you  and  him  greater  happiness,  than  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  the  connexion.  With  great  regard  and  af- 
fection, I  have  the  honor  to  he,  my  dear  fiiend,  && 

B.  Franklut. 


TO  JOHN   INOENHOFSZ. 

State  of  his  Health.  —  Steamboat 

Philadelphia,  94  October,  178& 

You  have  always  been  kind  enough  to  mteresC 

yourself  m  what  relates  to  my  health.  I  ought  there- 
fore to  acquaint  you  with  what  appears  to  me  some- 
thing curious  respecting  it  You  may  remember  the 
cutaneous  malady,  I  formeriy  complained  oS,  and  fix* 
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which  you  and  Dr.  Pringle  favored  me  with  prescrip- 
tions  and  advice.  It  vexed  me  near  fourteen  years, 
and  was,  the  beginning  of  this  year,  as  bad  as  ever, 
covering  almost  my  whole  body,  except  my  face  and 
hands ;  when  a  fit  of  the  gout  came  on,  without  very 
much  pain,  but  a  swelling  in  both  feet,  which  at  last  ap- 
peared also  in  both  knees,  and  then  m  my  hands.  As 
these  swellings  increased  and  extended,  the  other  mal- 
ady duninished,  and  at  length  disappeared  entirely. 
Those  swellings  have  some  time  since  begun  to  fall, 
and  are  now  almost  gone ;  perhaps  the  cutaneous  dis- 
ease may  return,  or  perhaps  it  is  worn  out  I  may 
Iwreafter  let  you  know  what  happens.  I  am  on  the 
whole  much  weaker  than  when  it  began  to  leave  me. 
But  possibly  that  may  be  the  effect  of  age,  for  I  am 
now  near  eighty-three,  the  age  of  commencing  de- 
ciepUude. 

I  grieve  at  the  wars  Europe  is  engaged  in,  and  wish 
tbey  were  ended;  for  I  fear  even  the  victors  will  be 
looera.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  afiec- 
tkmately,  B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  Our  public  affairs  are  drawing  towards  a  set- 
tlement I  have  served  out  the  three  years'  term  of 
my  presidentship,  limited  by  the  Constitution ;  and,  be- 
bg  determined  to  engage  no  more  in  public  business, 
I  hope,  if  health  permits,  to  be  a  better  correspondent 
We  have  no  philosophical  news  here  at  present,  except 
that  a  boat  moved  by  a  steam  engine  rows  itself  against 
tide  in  our  river,  and  it  is  apprehended  the  construc- 
tion may  be  so  simplified  and  improved  as  to  become 
generally  useful.* 

*  Anoding  probably  to  Fitch*8  Bteaxnboat.    See  above,  p.  833. 
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TO   BENJAMIN    YAUGHAH. 

Memoirs  of  his  Life.  —  Turkish  War.  —  Price  and 
Priestley.  —  Heresy. 

Philadelphia,  M  October,  178B. 

Having  now  finished  my  term  in  the  PresideDt* 


ship,  and  resolving  to  engage  no  more  in  public 
I  hope  to  be  a  better  correspondent  for  the  little  time 
I  have  to  live.  I  am  recovering  from  a  long-continued 
gout,  and  am  diligently  employed  m  writing  the  His- 
tory of  my  Life,  to  the  doing  of  which  the  persuasioiis 
contained  in  your  letter  of  January  Slst,  1783,  have 
not  a  little  contributed.  I  am  now  in  the  year  1766^ 
just  before  I  was  sent  to  England.  To  shorteii  the 
work,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  I  omit  all  £m^  and 
transactions,  that  may  not  have  a  tendency  to  beneik 
the  young  reader,  by  showing  him  fix>m  my  example^ 
and  my  success  in  emei^ing  irom  poverty,  and  acquir- 
ing some  degree  of  wealth,  power,  and  reputation,  the 
advantages  of  certain  modes  of  conduct  which  I  ob* 
served,  and  of  avoiding  the  errors  which  were  preju- 
dicial to  me.  If  a  writer  can  judge  properiy  of  his 
own  work,  I  fancy,  on  reading  over  what  is  already 
done,  that  the  book  will  be  found  entertaming,  inters 
esting,  and  useful,  more  so  than  I  expected  when  I 
began  it.  If  my  present  state  of  health  continues,  I 
hope  to  finish  it  this  winter.  When  done,  you  shaD 
have  a  manuscript  copy  of  it,  that  I  may  obtam  firom 
your  judgment  and  friendship  such  remarks,  as  may 
contribute  to  its  improvement. 

The  violence  of  our  party  debates  about  the  new 
Constitution  seems  much  abated,  mdeed  almost  extbc^ 
and  we  are  getting  fast  into  good  order.  I  kq>t  out 
of  those  disputes  pretty  well,  having  wrote  only 
little  piece,  which  I  send  you  enctosed. 
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I  regret  the  immense  quantity  of  misery  brought 
upon  mankmd  by  this  Turkbh  war;  and  I  am  afraid 
the  Kmg  of  Sweden  may  bum  his  fingers  by  attack- 
ing Russia.  When  will  princes  learn  arithmetic  enough 
to  calculate,  if  they  want  pieces  of  one  another's  terri- 
tory, how  much  cheaper  it  would  be  to  buy  them,  than 
to  make  war  for  them,  even  though  they  were  to  give 
a  hundred  years'  purchase?  But,  if  glory  cannot  be 
yalued,  and  therefore  the  wars  for  it  cannot  be  sub- 
ject to  arithmetical  calculation  so  as  to  show  their  ad- 
vantage or  disadvantage,  at  least  wars  for  trade,  which 
have  gain  for  their  object,  may  be  proper  subjects 
for  such  computation ;  and  a  trading  nation,  as  well  as 
a  single  trader,  ought  to  calculate  the  probabiHties  of 
profit  and  loss,  before  engaging  in  any  consideraUe 
adventure.  This  however  nations  seldom  do,  and  we 
have  had  frequent  instances  of  their  spending  more 
money  in  wars  for  acquiring  or  securing  branches  of 
commerce,  than  a  hundred  years'  profit  or  the  full  en- 
joyment of  them  can  compensate. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  good  Dr.  Price,  and 
to  the  honest  heretic,  Dr.  Priestley.  I  do  not  call  him 
honest  by  way  of  distinction ;  for  I  think  all  the  here- 
tics I  have  known  have  been  virtuous  men.  They 
have  the  virtue  of  fortitude,  or  they  would  not  venture 
to  own  their  heresy ;  and  they  cannot  afford  to  be  de- 
ficient in  any  of  the  other  virtues,  as  that  would  give 
advantage  to  their  many  enemies;  and  they  have  not, 
nke  orthodox  sinners,  such  a  number  of  fiiends  to  ex- 
cuse or  justify  them.  Do  not,  however,  mistake  mc. 
It  is  not  to  my  good  friend's  heresy  that  I  impute  his 
honesty.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  his  honesty  that  has 
brought  upon  him  the  character  of*  heretic.  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  sincerely, 

B.   FRAHKLIir. 
EE* 
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TO    MRS.    ELIZABETH   PARTRIDGE. 

Philadelphia,  25  Noramber,  1788. 

You  tell  me  our  poor  friend  Ben  Kent  is  gone ; 

I  hope  to  the  regions  of  the  blessed ;  or  at  least  to 
some  place  where  souls  are  prepared  for  those  region& 
I  found  my  hope  on  this,  that,  though  not  so  orthodox 
as  you  and  I,  he  was  an  honest  man,  and  had  his  vir- 
tues. If  he  had  any  hypocrisy  it  was  of  that  inverted 
kind,  with  which  a  man  is  not  so  bad  as  he  seems  to 
be.  And,  with  regard  to  future  bliss,  I  cannot  he^ 
imagining,  that  multitudes  of  the  zealously  orthodox  of 
different  sects,  who  at  the  last  day  may  flock  together 
in  hopes  of  seeing  each  other  damned,  will  be  disap- 
pointed, and  obliged  to  rest  content  with  their  own 
salvation.    Tours,  &c 

B.  FRAlfKLIir. 


TO   MRS.   JAKE   MECOM. 

.  Philadelphia,  96  Nofamber,  1788L 

My  dear  Sister, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  11th  instant  The 
two  former  ones  you  mention,  I  had  answered,  though 
it  seems  the  answer  had  not  reached  you.  If  it  has 
finally  miscarried,  I  will  look  for  the  letters,  and  answer 
them  again. 

I  am  sorry  you  should  sufier  so  much  uneasiness 
with  tears  and  apprehensions  about  my  health.  There 
are  in  life  real  evils  enough,  and  it  is  a  folly  to  afflict 
ourselves  with  imaginary  ones;  and  it  is  time  enough 
when  the  real  ones  arrive.  I  see  by  the  papers  that 
to-morrow  is  your  thanksgiving  day.  The  flour  will 
arrive  too  late  for  your  plum  puddings,  (or  I  find  it 
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went  from  hence  but  a  few  days  since.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, it  will  be  with  you  before  the  wmter  shuts  up 
your  harbour. 

I  never  see  any  Boston  newspapers.  You  mention 
thare  being  often  something  in  them  to  do  me  honor. 
I  am  obliged  to  them.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of 
our  papers  here  are  endeavouring  to  disgrace  me.  I 
take  no  notice.  My  friends  defend  me.  I  have  long 
been  accustomed  to  receive  more  blame,  as  well  as 
more  praise,  than  I  have  deserved.  It  is  the  lot  of 
every  public  man,  and  I  leave  one  account  to  balance 
the  other. 

As  you  observe,  there  was  no  swearing  m  the  story 
of  the  poker,  when  I  told  it.  The  late  new  dresser 
of  it  was,  probably,  the  same,  or  perhaps  akin  to  him, 
who,  m  relating  a  dispute  that  happened  between 
Queen  Anne  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  con- 
c^ning  a  vacant  mitre,  which  the  Queen  was  for  be- 
stowmg  on  a  person  the  Archbishop  thought  unworthy, 
made  both  the  Queen  and  the  Archbishop  swear  three 
or  four  thumpmg  oaths  in  every  sentence  of  the  dis- 
cussion, and  the  Archbishop  at  last  gained  his  point 
One  present  at  this  tale,  being  surprised,  said,  "But 
did  the  Queen  and  the  Archbishop  swear  so  at  one 
another?''  "0  no,  no,"  says  the  relator;  "that  is  only 
my  way  of  telling  the  story." 

This  family  is  all  well  at  present,  and  join  in  love  to 
you  and  yours,  with  your  affectionate  brother, 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO   CHARLES   THOMSON,   SECRETARY   OF   COKGRSSS* 

Dr.  FranklWs  Public  Services. 

Philadelphia,  29  Novombar,  I788L 

Dear  old  Friend, 

Enclosed  I  send  a'  letter  to  the  President  of  Coo- 
gress  for  the  time  being,  which,  if  yoa  find  nothing 
improper  in  it,  or  that  in  regard  to  me  you  could  wish 
changed  or  amended,  I  would  request  you  to  (M-esent 
I  rely  much  on  your  friendly  counsel,  as  you  must  be 
better  acquainted  with  persons  and  circumstances  thn 
I  am;  and  I  suppose  there  will  be  time  enough  be- 
fore the  new  Congress  is  formed  to  make  any  ahenh 
tions  you  may  advise,  though,  if  presented  at  a^  it 
should  be  to  the  old  one. 

In  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Barclay  you  maj 
observe,  that  mention  is  made  of  some  ^cMadenMe 
articles  which  I  have  not  charged  in  my  accounts  with 
Congress,  but  on  which  I  should  expect  fitim  their 
equity  some  consideration.''  That  you  may  have  some 
mformation  what  those  articles  are,  I  enclose  also  m 
^  Sketch  of  my  Services  to  the  United  StaJtes^  wherek 
you  will  find  mention  of  the  extra  services  I  performed^ 
that  do  not  appertain  to  the  office  of  plenipotentiaiyy 
viz.  as  judge  of  'admiralty,  as  consul  befm^  the  arrinl 
of  Mr.  Barclay,  as  banker  in  exammmg  and  accepting 
the  multitude  of  bills  of  exchange,  and  as  secretary  far 
several  years,  none  being  sent  to  me,  though  other 
ministers  were  allowed  such  assistance. 

I  must  own,  I  did  hope,  that,  as  it  is  customary  in 
Europe  to  make  isome  liberal  provision  for  ministers 
when  they  return  home  from  foreign  service,  the  Con- 
gress would  at  least  have  been  kind  enough  to  have 
shown  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  by  a  grant  of 
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a  small  tract  of  land  in  their  western  country,  which 
might  have  been  of  use  and  some  honor  to  my  posterity. 
And  I  cannot  but  still  think  they  will  do  something  of 
the  kind  for  me,  whenever  they  shall  be  pleased  to 
take  my  services  into  consideration ;  as  I  see  by  their 
minutes,  that  they  have  allowed  Mr.  Lee  handsomely 
for  his  services  m  England,  before  his  appointment  to 
Fruice,  in  which  services  I  and  Mr.  Bollan  cooperated 
with  him,  and  have  had  no  such  allowance ;  and,  smce 
his  return,  he  has  been  very  properly  rewarded  with  a 
good  place,  as  well  as  my  friend  Mr.  Jay;  though 
these  are  trifling  compensations  in  comparison  with  what 
was  granted  by  the  King  to  M.  Gerard  on  his  return 
from  America. 

But  how  different  is  what  has  happened  to  me.  On 
my  return  from  England,  in  1775,  the  Congress  be- 
stowed on  me  the  office  of  postmaster-general,  Ux 
which  I  was  very  thankful  It  was  mdeed  an  office  I 
had  some  kind  of  right  to,  as  having  previously  greatly 
eabrged  the  revenue  of  the  post  by  the  regulations  I 
had  contrived  and  established,  wlidle  I  possessed  it 
ander  the  crown.  When  I  was  sent  to  France,  I  left 
it  in  the  hands  of  my  son-in-law,  who  was  to  act  as 
my  deputy.  But  soon  after  my  departure,  it  was  taken 
fifom  me,  and  given  to  Mr.  Hazard.  When  the  Eng- 
fish  ministry  formerly  thought  fit  to  deprive  me  of  the 
i^ce,  they  left  me,  however,  the  privilege  of  receivmg 
and  sending  my  letters  free  of  postage,  which  is  the 
usage  when  a  postmaster  is  not  displaced  for  miscon- 
duct in  the  office ;  but,  in  America,  I  have  ever  since 
had  the  postage  demanded  of  me,  which,  since  my  re- 
turn from  France,  has  amounted  to  above  fifty  pounds, 
nnich  of  it  occasioned  by  my  having  acted  as  minister 
Aere. 

When  I  took  my  grandson,  William  Temple  Frank- 

voL.  X.  47 
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Tmy  with  me  to  France,  I  purposed,  after  gitang  bim 
the  French  language,  to  educate  hun  in  the  study  and 
practice  of  the  law.  But,  by  the  repeated  expectations 
given  me  of  a  secretary,  and  constant  disappointments^ 
I  was  induced,  and  indeed  obliged,  to  retain  him  with 
me,  to  assist  in  the  secretary's  office,  which  disappoint* 
ments  contmued  tiU  my  return,  by  which  time,  so  many 
years  o(  the  opportunity  of  his  studying  the  law  were 
lost,  and  his  habits  of  life  become  so  different,  that  it 
appeared  no  bnger  advisable ;  and  I  then,  cmsidering 
him  as  brought  up  in  the  diplomatic  line,  and  wdl 
qualified  by  his  knowledge  in  tibat  branch  for  the  on- 
ploy  of  a  secretary  at  least,  (in  which  opinion  I  wu 
not  alone,  for  three  of  my  colleagues,  without  Am 
smallest  solicitation  from  me,  chose  him  secretaiy  of 
the  negotiation  for  treaties,  which  they  had  been  em* 
powered  to  do,)  took  the  liberty  of  recommending  him 
to  the  Congress  for  their  protection.  This  was  the  oiilf 
&vor  I  ever  asked  o(  them;  and  the  only  answer  I 
received  was,  a  resolution  superseding  him,  and  19* 
pomting  Colonel  Humphreys  m  his  place;  a  gentle* 
man,  who,  though  he  might  hare  mdeed  a  good  deri 
of  military  merit,  certsunly  had  none  m  the  diplomatic 
fine,  and  had  neither  the  French  language,  nor  die 
experience,  nor  the  address,  proper  to  qualify  him  for 
such  an  employment 

This  is  all  to  yourself  only,  as  a  private  fiiend ;  for 
I  have  not,  nor  ever  shall,  make  any  public  complaint; 
and,  even  if  I  could  have  foreseen  such  unkind  treat* 
ment  from  Congress,  their  refusing  me  thanks  wocdd 
not  m  the  least  have  abated  my  zeal  for  the  causey 
and  ardor  in  support  of  it  I  know  somethmg  of  die 
nature  of  such  changeable  assemblies,  and  how  little 
successors  know  of  the  services  that  have  been  ran* 
deied  to  the  corps  before  their  admisskm,  or  feel  tiMn* 
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seiyes  d>Iiged  by  such  services;  and  what  effect  k 
obliterating  a  sense  of  them,  during  the  absence  of 
the  servant  in  a  distant  country,  the  artful  and  reiterated 
malevolent  insinuations  of  one  or  two  envious  and  ma- 
ficious  persons  may  have  on  the  minds  of  memberi^ 
even  of  the  most  equitable,  candid,  and  honorable  dis- 
positions; and  therefore  I  will  pass  these  reflectioM 
into  oblivion. 

My  good  friend,  excuse,  if  you  can,  the  trouble  of 
this  letter;  and  if  the  reproach  thrown  on  republics, 
that  they  are  apt  to  be  ungrateful,  shoidd  ever  unfcx*- 
tunately  be  verified  with  respect  to  your  services,  re- 
member that  you  have  a  right  to  unbosom  yourself  in 
communicatmg  your  griefs  to  your  ancient  friend  and 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

fi.   FRANSLIir. 

Sketch  of  the  Services  of  B.  FrafMin  to  the  Uuited 
Slates  of  Jlmerica. 

In  England,  he  combated  the  Stamp  Act,  and  his 
writings  in  the  papers  against  it,  with  his  examination 
in  Parliament,  were  thought  to  have  contributed  mudi 
to  its  repeal 

He  opposed  the  Duty  Act ;  and,  though  he  could  not 
prevent  its  passing,  he  obtained  of  Mr.  Townshend  an 
omission  of  several  articles,  particulariy  salt. 

In  the  subsequent  difference  he  wrote  and  published 
many  papers,  refuting  the  claim  of  Parliament  to  tax 
the  colonies. 

He  opposed  all  the  oppressive  acts. 

He  had  two  secret  negotiations  with  the  ministers 
for  their  repeal,  of  which  he  has  written  a  narradve. 
In  this  he  offered  payment  for  the  destroyed  tea,  at 
his  own  risk,  in  case  they  were  repealed. 

He  was  joined  with  Messrs.  Bollan  and  Lee  in  aO 
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the  applications  to  government  for  that  puipose.  Print- 
ed several  pamphlets  at  his  own  considerable  expense 
against  the  then  measures  of  government,  whereby  he 
rendered  himself  obnoxious,  was  disgraced  before  the 
privy  council,  deprived  of  a  place  in  the  postoffice  of 
£  300  sterling  a  year,  and  obliged  to  resign  his  agoi- 
cies,  viz. 

of  Pennsylvania       .    •    .      £500 

of  Massachusetts 400 

of  New  Jersey 100 

of  Georgia 200 

jei2oo 

In  the  whole  X1500  sterling  per  annum. 

Orders  were  sent  to  the  King's  governors  not  to 
sign  any  warrants  on  the  treasury  for  the  orders  of 
his  salaries ;  and,  though  he  was  not  actually  dismissed 
by  the  colonies  that  employed  him,  yet,  thinkmg  the 
known  maUce  of  the  court  against  him  rendered  him 
less  likely  than  others  to  manage  their  affairs  to  their 
advantage,  he  judged  it  to  be  his  duty  to  withdraw 
from  their  service,  and  leave  it  open  for  less  exceptbn* 
able  persons,  which  saved  them  the  necessity  of  re- 
moving him. 

Returning  to  America,  he  encouraged  the  Revdation* 
Was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
where  he  projected  the  chevaux  dejriae  (or  securing 
Philadelphia,  then  the  residence  of  Congress. 

Was  sent  by  Congress  to  head-quarters  near  Boston 
with  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Lynch,  in  1776,  to  settle 
some  affairs  with  the  northern  governments  and  Gen- 
eral Washington. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  was  sent  to  Canada  with 
Messrs.  Chase  and  Carroll,  passing  the  Lakes  while  they 
were  not  yet  free  from  ice.    In  Canada,  was,  with  hb 
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colleagues,  mstrumental  ia  redressing  sundry  grieyancesi 
and  hereby  reconciling  the  people  more  to  our  cause. 
He  there  advanced  to  General  Arnold  and  other  ser- 
vants of  Congress,  then  in  extreme  necessity,  £353 
in  goid,  out  of  his  own  pocket,  on  the  credit  of  Con- 
gress, which  was  of  great  service  at  that  juncture,  in 
procuring  provisions  for  our  army. 

B^ng  at  the  time  he  was  ordered  on  this  service 
upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  he  suffered  ia  his 
health  by  the  hardships  of  this  journey ;  lodging  in  the 
woods,  &c,  in  so  inclement  a  season;  but,  being  re- 
covered, the  Congress  in  the  same  year  ordered  him 
to  France.  Before  his  departure,  he  put  all  the  money 
he  eould  raise,  between  three  and  four  thousand  pounds, 
into  thdr  hands;  which,  demonstrating  his  confidence^ 
QBOomniged  others  to  lend  their  money  in  support  of 
Afr  cause. 

He  made  no  bai^am  for  appointments,  but  was  pronn 
ised  by  a  vote,  the  net  salary  of  X600  sterling  per  an- 
imm,  his  expense  paid,  and  to  be  assisted  by  a  seere- 
taryy  who  was  to  have  £  1000  per  annum,  to  include  att 
oontingencies. 

When  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  sent  him  to  Eng- 
faoid  in  1764,  on  the  same  salary,  they  allowed  him 
086  year's  advance  for  his  passage,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  prejudice  to  his  private  affairs  that  must  be 
occasioned  by  his  sudden  departure  and  absence.  He 
has  had  no  such  allowance  fix)m  Congress,  was  badly 
aoooBunodated  in  a  miserable  vessel,  improper  for  those 
northern  seas,  (and  which  actually  foundered  in  her 
rstoiin,)  was  badly  fed,  so  that  on  his  arrival  he  had 
scarce  strength  to  stand. 

Hi»  services  to  the  States  as  commissioner,  and 
dki  wPBids  as  minister  plenipotentiary  are  known  to 
Congress,  as  may  appear  in  his  correspondence.    Ifis. 

vou  X.  F  F 
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extra  services  may  not  be  so  weD  known,  and  therefore 
may  be  here  mentioned.  No  secretary  ever  arriving, 
the  business  was  in  part  before,  and  entirely  when  the 
other  commissioners  left  him,  executed  by  hunsdi^  with 
the  help  of  his  grandson,  who  at  first  was  only  allowed 
clothes,  board,  and  lodgmg,  and  afterwards  a  aalaiy, 
never  exceeding  £  300  a  year,  (except  while  he  served 
as  secretary  to  the  Commissioners  for  peace^)  by  which 
difierence  m  salary,  continued  many  years,  the  Congress 
saved,  if  they  accept  it,  £  700  sterling  a  year. 

He  served  as  consul  enth^ly  several  years,  tiU  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Barclay,  and  even  after,  as  that  gentleman 
was  obliged  to  be  much  and  long  absent  in  HoDandy 
Flanders,  and  England;  during  which  absence,  what 
business  of  the  kind  occurred,  still  came  to  Mr.  Frankfin. 

He  served,  though  without  any  special  cominisskA 
for  the  purpose,  as  a  judge  of  admiralty;  for,  die  Con- 
gress having  sent  him  a  quantity  of  blank  commissions 
for  privateers,  he  granted  them  to  cruisers  fitted  ont 
in  the  ports  of  France,  some  of  them  manned  by  old 
smugglers,  who  knew  every  creek  on  the  coast  of 
England,  and,  running  all  round  the  island,  distressed 
the  British  coasting  trade  exceedingly,  and  raised  thdr 
general  insurance.  One  of  those  privateers  alone,  the 
Black  PrincCf  took  in  the  course  of  a  year  seventy-five 
sail !  All  the  papers,  taken  in  each  prize  brought  in, 
were  in  virtue  of  an  order  of  council  sent  up  to  Ifr. 
Franklin,  who  was  to  examine  them,  judge  of  the 
legality  of  the  capture,  and  write  to  the  admiralty  of 
the  port,  that  he  found  the  prize  good,  and  that  Ae 
sale  might  be  permitted.  These  papers,  which  are  nrj 
voluminous,  he  has  to  produce. 

He  served  also  as  merchant,  to  make  purdiases,  and 
direct  the  shipping  of  stores  to  a  very  great  vafaie^  fir 
which  he  has  chaiged  no  conunissuon. 
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Bat  the  part  of  his  service  which  was  the  most 
fiitiguiiig  and  confining,  was  that  of  receiving  and  ac- 
cepting, after  a  due  and  necessary  examination,  the  bills 
of  exchange  drawn  by  Congress  for  interest  money,  to 
Ae  amount  of  tfw  ndlliaM  and  a  half  of  livres  annu- 
ally; multitudes  of  the  bills  very  small,  each  of  which, 
the  smaBest,  gave  as  much  trouble  in  examining,  as  the 
largest  And  this  careful  examination  was  found  ab- 
aoiutely  necessary,  from  the;  constant  frauds  attempted 
by  presenting  seconds  and  thirds  for  payment  after  the 
fbrsts  had  been  discharged.  As  these  bills  were  arriv- 
ing mcM^  or  less  by  every  ship  and  every  post,  they 
required  constant  attendance.  Mr.  Franklin  could  make 
tto  journey  for  exercise,  as  had  been  annually  his  cus- 
tom, and  the  confinement  brought  on  a  malady  that  is 
ikely  to  afflict  him  while  he  lives. 

In  short,  though  he  has  always  been  an  active  man, 
he  never  went  through  so  much  business  during  eight 
years,  m  any  part  of  his  life,  as  during  those  of  his 
residence  in  France;  which  however  he  did  not  de* 
dine  till  he  saw  peace  happily  made,  and  found  him- 
self in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age ;  when,  if  ever,  a 
has  some  right  to  expect  repose. 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Requesting  a  Settlement  of  his  Accounts. 

Philadelphia,  29  November,  1788. 

Sn, 

Whaoi  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  Mr.  Bah^lay, 
arriving  there,  brought  me  the  foUowmg  resolution  of 
CSongress. 

''Resolved,  that  a  commissioner  be  appointed   by 
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Congress  with  full  power  and  authority  to  fiquidate, 
and  finally  to  settle^  the  accounts  of  sJl  the  servants 
of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  intrusted  with 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  in  Europe,  and  to 
commence  and  prosecute  such  suits,  causes,  and  ac- 
tions as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose,  or  for  the 
recovery  of  any  property  of  the  said  United  States  in 
the  hands  of  any  person,  or  persons,  whatsoever. 

^That  the  said  commissioner  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  clerks,  with  such  allowance  as  he 
may  think  reasonable. 

^^That  the  said  commissioner  and  clerics,  respectire- 
ly,  take  an  oath  before  some  person  duly  authorised 
to  administer  an  oath,  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust 
reposed  in  them  respectively. 

'*  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  ocHBinii- 
sioner,  and,  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Thomas  Baiday 
was  elected.** 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  and  as  soon  as  Ifr. 
Barclay  was  at  leisure  from  more  pressbg  business^  I 
rendered  to  him  all  my  accounts,  which  he  examined, 
and  stated  methodically.  By  this  statement  he  found 
a  balance  due  to  me  on  the  4th  of  May,  1785^  of 
7,533  livres,  19  sols,  3  demiers,  which  I  accordmgly 
received  of  the  Congress  banker;  the  difference  be- 
tween my  statement  and  his  being  only  seven  sotai 
which  by  mistake  I  had  overcharged;  about  three 
pence  half  penny  sterling. 

At  my  request,  however,  the  accounts  were  left  open 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress, 'and  not  finally  set- 
tled, there  being  some  articles  on  which  I  desired  their 
judgment,  and  having  some  equitable  demands,  as  I 
thought  them,  for  extra  services,  which  he  had  not  con- 
ceived himself  empowered  to  allow,  and  therefore  I  £d 
not  put  them  m  my  account.    He  transmitted  the  ac- 
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counts  to  Congress,  and  had  advice  of  their  being 
received.  On  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  one  of  the 
first  things  I  did  was  to  despatch  my  grandson,  Wil- 
liam T.  Franklin,  to  New  York,  to  obtain  a  final  set- 
tl^nent  of  those  accounts;  he,  having  long  acted  as 
my  secretary,  and  being  well  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
actions, was  able  to  give  an  explanation  of  the  articles, 
that  might  seem  to  require  explaining,  if  any  such  there 
were.  He  returned  without  effecting  the  settlement, 
being  told,  that  it  could  not  be  made  till  the  arrival  of 
some  documents  expected  irom  France.  What  those 
documents  were,  I  have  not  been  informed,  nor  can  I 
readily  conceive,  as  all  the  vouchers  existing  there  had 
been  examined  by  Mr.  Barclay.  And  I,  havmg  been 
immediately  after  my  arrival  engaged  in  the  public 
bnsmess  of  this  State,  waited  in  expectation  of  hearing 
from  Congress,  in  case  any  part  of  my  accounts  had 
been  objected  to. 

It  is  now  more  than  three  years  that  those  accounts 
have  been  before  that  honorable  body,  and,  to  this  day, 
no  notice  of  any  such  objection  has  been  communi- 
cated to  me.  But  reports  have,  for  some  time  past, 
been  circulated  here,  and  propagated  in  the  newspa- 
pers, that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  United  States 
for  large  sums,  that  had  been  put  into  my  hands,  and 
that  I  avoid  a  settlement.  This,  together  with  the  little 
time  one  of  my  age  may  expect  to  live,  makes  it  neces* 
sary  for  me  to  request  earnestly,  which  I  hereby  do, 
that  the  Congress  would  be  pleased,  without  further 
delay,  to  examine  those  accounts,  and  if  they  find 
therein  any  article  or  articles,  which  they  do  not  un- 
derstand or  approve,  that  they  would  cause  me  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  same,  that  I  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  offering  such  explanations  or  reasons  in  sup- 
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port  of  them  as  may  be  in  my  pow^,  and  then  that 
the  accounts  may  be  finally  dosed. 

I  hope  the  Congress  will  soon  be  able  to  attend 
to  this  business  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  in  condescension  to  my  request  In  the  mean 
time,  if  there  be  no  impropriety  in  it,  I  would  desire 
that  this  letter,  together  with  another*  relating  to  the 
same  subject,  the  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed^ 
may  be  put  upcm  their  minutes.  With  eTery  senti- 
ment  of  respect  and  duty  to  Congress,  I  am,  Sk;  && 

B.  FRANKLIH.t 


*  A  letter  to  Mr.  Barclaj,  written  in  France; eee  abofe,  p.  18C 

fThe  requeite  contained  in  this  letter  were  never  coaqdied 
Some  months  afterwards  Charles  Thomson,  the  Secretaiy  of  Coii|iw% 
wrote  to  hhn  as  follows. 

<*  Dear  Sir ;  I  am  sony  to  inform  yon,  that  the  apprehtnrio—  smofHlii 
in  my  last  are  realized.  The  dele^rates,  whom  the  States  appQiiilid  t9 
conduct  the  business  of  the  Union  in  Congress  till  the  meeUof  of  tit 
new  government,  have  not  assembled  in  su£Scient  munWr  tv  htm  a 
House.  Consequently  there  was  no  opportunity  of  laying  year  leCltr  ba- 
ftre  them,  and  getting  it  inserted  on  their  minates.  I  now  wish  to  W 
informed  what  is  to  be  done  with  it;  whether  yon  would  daoire  iC  ta 
fomain  among  the  other  papers  of  the  late  Congress,  or  have  it  fslui— < 
to  you.  I  shall  wait  your  orders.  In  the  mean  while  aceopt  a  finsh  mh 
Burance  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard  with  which  I  aan,  &C.*'-* 
JVho  York,  March  7ih,  1789. 

There  is  no  evidence,  that  any  Arther  eflbrts  were  aHido  by  Or*  i 
lia  to  obtain  justice  from  Congress.  On  the  1st  of  April,  1789»a  i 
cient  number  of  members  had  assembled  to  organize  the  Congress  i 
the  new  Constitution ;  but  there  is  no  record  in  the  Journals,  which  i 
that  the  above  letter  to  the  President  of  the  old  Congress  was  mm 
laid  before  that  body,  or  that  the  subject  was  in  any  manner  brought  ulo 
consideration.  Dr.  Franklin's  accounts,  therefore,  remained  onssttlad  tiB 
kis  death,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  solicitations  to  havo  them  mam^ 
ined,  adjusted,  and  closed.  No  allowance  was  ever  granted  ftr  tfes 
**  equitable  demands  for  extra  services,"  to  which  he  thoaght  himself  en- 
titled, nor  were  the  grounds  of  them  even  made  a  subject  of  iDqniry ;  wo 
vote  of  thanks  or  approbation  was  passed  for  his  long,  steady,  sad  aosi 
successful  labors  in  the  cause  of  his  country.  These  svidenoss  of  » 
gratitude  and  neglect  are  humiliating,  but  history  should  speak  with  SB 
impartial  voice.  When  time  has  cooled  the  heat  of  passioii,  sad  dm 
lends  of  party  are  forgotten,  men  will  be  jadfsd  by  thsk  m^    Am 
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FROM   MISS    CATHERINE   LOUISA   SHIPLXT  TO 
B.   FRANKLIK. 

On  the  Death  of  her  Father j  the  Bishop  of  St.  Jleaph. 

Bolton  Street,  24  December,  178a 

Mt  bear  Friend, 
k  is  a  great  while  smce  I  wrote  to  you,  and  ^S& 
knger  imice  I  heard  from  you ;  but  I  have  now  a  par-^ 
ticular  pleasure  in  writing  to  one,  who  had  long  known 
and  to?ed  the  dear  good  parent  I  have  lost*  Tou 
wSL  probably,  before  you  receive  this,  have  beard  of 
firf  fetber's  death ;  his  iUness  was  short,  and  terminated 
ki  an  apoplexy.  He  was  seldom  perfectly  in  bis  senses 
fbr  the  last  four  days,  but  such  constant  calmness  and 
emposure  could  only  have  attended  the  deathbed  of  a 
tndy  good  man.  How  unlike  the  ideas  I  had  foitncNl 
to  myself  of  death,^  which,  till  now,  I  had  only  seen  at 
a  distance,  and  heard  of  with  terror.  The  nearer  his 
last  moment  approached,  the  more  his  ideas  seemed 
devated ;  and,  but  for  those  whom  living  he  had  loved 
with  tenderness,  and  dying  he  still  felt  interested  for, 
he  showed  no  regret  at  leaving  this  world.  I  befieve 
his  many  virtues  have  called  down  a  blessing  on  his 
&iii9y,  for  we  have  all  been  supported  under  this  se- 
vere a£3iction  beyond  what  I  could  have  imagined; 
and,  though  sorrow  will  for  a  time  get  the  better  of 
evevy  other  sensation,  I  feel  now  that  the  strongest 
impression  left  by  his  death  is  the  desire  of  imitatmg 
his  virtues  in  an  humbler  sphere  of  life. 


Bome  explanation  of  the  tardiness  of  Congress  in  attending  to 
Dr.  Franklin's  accounts,  it  is  enough  to  state,  that  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  was 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  hy  whom  those  accounts  were 
tkat  to  be  examined. 

•The  Bishop  ef  St  Asaph  died  in  London,  on  the  9th  of  Decenber, 
1788. 
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My  dear  mother's  health,  I  hope,  will  not  have  suf- 
fered materially;  and  she  has  every  consolation  to  be 
derived  from  the  reflection,  that,  for  forty-five  years,  it 
was  the  study  of  her  life  to  make  the  best  of  husbands 
happy. '  He,  in  return,  has  shown  that  his  attention  to 
her  ease  and  comfort  did  not  end  with  his  life.  He 
viras  happily  preserved  to  us  so  long  as  to  be  able  to 
leave  iJl  his  family  m  good  circumstances.  I  bncy 
my  mother,  Bessy,  and  I,  shall  live  at  Twyfbrd,  but  at 
present  no  place  is  settled. 

May  I  flatter  myself,  that  you  will  still  feel  some  af- 
fection for  the  family  of  your  good  old  friend*  and  let 
me  have  the  happiness  of  hearing  it  from  yourself? 
I  shall  request  Dr.  Price  to  send  this  fetter.  My 
mother,  brother,  and  sisters,  beg  to  be  all  most  Idndly 
remembered.  Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  your  feithful  and 
obliged  Catherine  Louisa  Shiplet. 


FROM  RICHARD  PRICE  TO  B.  FRANKLIIT. 

Death  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  JtsapL  —  Dr.  Rush.— Fed- 
eral Constitution.  —  Affairs  in  England. 

Hackney,  December,  I78BL 
My  DEAR  Friend, 

I  have  been  desired  by  Miss  Kitty  Shipfey  to  ood- 
vey  to  you  the  enclosed  letter,  and  I  cannot  at  present 
find  any  way  of  conveying  it  except  by  the  packet 
It  will  mform  you  of  the  death  of  one  of  your  wannest 
friends,  and  the  best  of  bishops.  Ever  since  the  Amer- 
ican war,  I  have  been  honored  with  much  of  his  atten* 
tion  and  friendship ;  and  I  cannot  but  mourn  the  bsa^ 
which  his  family,  his  friends,  and  the  world  have  sus- 
tained.   His  family  are  in  a  state  of  deep  concenii  bat 
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at  the  same  time  inquisitive  about  you,  and  anxious  to 
receive  some  information  about  you.  You  can  be  no- 
wh«^  more  beloved  or  respected. 

I  have  heard  with  psdn,  that  you  have  been  sufier- 
ing  under  the  gout  and  stone,  two  sad  maladies ;  but, 
alas  I  it  is  impossible  that  our  bodily  frame,  as  it  wears 
oa%  and  approaches  to  its  dissolution,  should  not  sub* 
ject  us  to  sufferings.  Happy  are  those,  who^  in  such 
circumstances,  can  look  back  on  a  life  distingubhed  by 
such  services  as  yours  have  been.  There  is,  I  trust, 
beyond  the  grave,  a  world  where  we  shall  all  meet, 
ttid  rise  to  greater  happmess  than  any  we  have  w- 
joyed  here. 

WiH  you  be  so  good  as  to  deliver  my  complunents 
to  Dr.  Rush.  You  have,  I  know,  too  much  to  do,  and 
too  many  letters  to  answer,  and  therefore  I  can  only 
wish  that  Dr.  Rush  would  give  me  an  account  of  yoit 
Be  has  frequently  favored  me  with  letters,  and  they 
gatierally  gratify  me  highly  by  infomung  me  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  United  States.  His  last  letter 
was  dated  in  May,  and  I  answered  it  in  June  by 
Mr.  Bishop,  a  gendeman  from  Connecticut,  who  was 
returning  from  his  travels  through  France  and  Germany. 

I  rejoice  to  find  that  the  Federal  Constitution  has 
been  adopted  by  the  States.  This  confirms  me  in 
the  hope,  that  a  state  of  things  is  commencbg  there 
more  favorable  to  human  rights,  than  any  that  has  yet 
been  known  m  this  world.  One  of  the  circumstances, 
in  which  I  am  most  disposed  to  rejoice,  is,  the  sepa- 
ration which  has  taken  place  there  of  religion  fix>m 
dvO  policy,  and  the  free  scope  given  to  discussion  and 
mprovement,  by  abolishing  the  interposition  of  civil 
power  in  matters  of  speculation,  and  extending  equal 
protection  to  all  religious  sects,  as  for  as  they  avoid 
bjuring  one  another. 
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I  received  some  time  ago  a  letter  from  Dr.  White. 
Will  you,  should  he  happen  to  come  in  your  way, 
deliver  to  him  my  respectful  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. I  have  thought  it  needless  to  trouble  him 
with  an  answer  to  his  letter.  He  probably  soon  found, 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  assist  Mr.  Workman,  the 
person  he  recommended,  in  the  manner  he  proposed. 

Our  Eang's  insanity  has  brought  us  in  this  country 
mto  a  state,  that  threatens  us  with  much  confusioo. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  is  likely  to  bring  with  him  mto 
power  the  coalition  party.  The  King  may  recover,  and 
this  party  may  be  soon  routed  again.  A  relapse  may 
produce  another  rout,  or  the  Prince,  after  being  invest- 
ed with  power,  may  be  too  tenacious  of  it;  and  thus 
the  worst  evils  may  arise.  The  coalition  party,  how- 
ever, will  hardly  do  us  moro  mischief  than  the  late 
mmistry  seems  to  me  to  have  done,  by  connectiiig  us 
in  such  a  manner  with  Prussia,  Hesse,  and  Hdlan^ 
as  to  subject  us  to  the  danger  of  being  involved  soon 
in  another  contmental  war.  But  I  have  gone  beyond 
the  bounds  I  intended  in  this  letter.  Accept  my  ar- 
dent wishes,  that  the  remainder  of  your  life  may  be 
as  happy  as  possible.  In  hopes  of  not  bemg  forgotten 
l>y  you,  I  am  ever  most  affectionately  yours, 

Richard  Prick. 


TO    THE   ABBE   MORELLET.*  f 

Philadelphia,  30  December,  1788i 

My  dear  Friend, 
The  suspension  of  the  packet  has  inteirupted  our 
correspondence.    It  is  a  long,  a  very  long  time,  since 


*  Translated  from  a  French  copy,  aa  publiahed  in  the 
r^hU  MortUeL 
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I  have  bad  any  news  from  AuteuQ.  I  lately  learned 
from  M.  de  Chaumont,  that  a  great  many  letters,  which 
I  had  sent  to  New  York,  remamed  there  several  months, 
no  packet  having  sailed  for  France. 

Let  me  know,  I  pray  you,  if  you  have  received 
fix>m  me  some  remarks  on  the  reasons  alleged  by 
the  English  for  their  refusal  to  deliver  up  the  mili- 
tary posts  on  our  frontiers.  I  sent  them  to  you,  more 
than  a  year  since,  in  return  for  your  excellent  little 
hum(Xt)us  piece  Des  GuichetSy  and  for  your  Essai  de 
CdmStohgie^  which  have  amused  me  and  several  of 
my  fiiends  very  much.  In  this  dearth  of  news  from 
the  Academy  of  .^euil^  I  read  over  and  over  again, 
with  pleasure  sJways  new,  your  letters  and  those  of  the 
Abb6  de  La  Roche,  and  the  pieces  which  you  sent  me, 
m  July,  1787,  and  the  scrawl,  as  she  herself  calls  it, 
of  the  good  lady,*  whom  we  all  love,  and  whose  re- 
membrance I  shall  cherish  while  a  breath  of  life  re- 
mains ;  and  whenever,  in  my  dreams,  I  transport  myself 
to  France,  to  visit  my  fHends  there,  I  go  first  to 
AuteuiL 

I  send  you  something  rather  curious;  some  songs 
and  music  composed  m  America,  and  the  first  of  our 
productions  in  that  line.  I  thought  some  of  them 
might  be  to  your  taste,  from  their  simplicity  and  pathos. 
The  poetry  of  the  fifth  pleases  me  particularly,  and 
I  wish  you,  or  M.  de  Cabanis,  to  translate  it  into  your 
own  language,  so  that  the  translation  may  be  sung  to 
the  same  air. 

My  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Gouvemeur 
Morris,  formerly  member  of  Congress,  and  a  member 
rf  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion.    He  is  much  esteemed  here  by  all  who  know 

•  Madame  Helvetius. 
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bim;  and,  as  he  is  my  friend,  I  recommend  him  to 
your  attentions,  as  weU  as  to  those  of  M.  de  Marmontel 
and  all  your  family. 

I  flatter  myself  with  the  hope  that  your  last  troubles 
are  quieted.  I  tenderly  love  your  country,  and  con- 
sider myself  deeply  interested  in  its  prosperity.  Now 
that  I  have  just  finished  the  third  year  of  my  presi- 
dency, and  as  henceforward  I  shall  not  have  to  take 
part  in  public  affairs,  I  begin  to  look  upcxi  myself  a8  a 
free  man,  who  have  nothmg  more  to  do,  but  to  enjoy 
the  little  time  which  remains  to  me.  I  shall  emjdc^ 
a  part  of  it  in  writing  my  own  history,  whicb*  m  re- 
calling the  past  to  my  remembrance,  wiD,  so  to  speaks 
make  me  begin  life  anew.  I  am  always,  my  dear 
friend,  &c.  B.  FRANKUir* 


TO    ALEXANDER   SMALL. 

Philadelphiii,  17  Ftbmiiy,  ITOL 

Dear  Friend, 

I  have  just  received  your  kind  letter  of  November 
29th,  and  am  much  obliged  by  your  friendly  attentkiD 
in  sending  me  the  receipt,  which  on  occasion  I  may 
make  trial  of;  but  the  stone  I  have  being  a  lai^  one^  as 
I  find  by  the  weight  it  falls  with  when  I  turn  in  bed,  I 
have  no  hope  of  its  bemg  dissoluble  by  any  medidna; 
and  havmg  been  for  some  time  past  pretty  free  bom 
pain,  I  am  afraid  of  tampering.  I  congratulate  you  cm 
the  escape  you  had  by  avoiding  the  one  you  mentioi^ 
that  was  as  big  as  a  kidney  bean;  had  it  been  re- 
tained, it  might  soon  have  become  too  large  to 
and  proved  the  cause  of  much  pain  at  times»  as 
has  been  to  me. 

Havmg  served  my  time  of  three  years  as 
I  have  now  renounced  all  public  business,  and  enjoj 
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the  otftiifi  cvm  dUgnitaie.  My  friends  indulge  me  with 
their  frequent  visits,  which  I  have  now  lebure  to  re- 
ceive and  enjoy.  The  Philosophical  Society,  and  the 
Society  for  Political  Inquiries,  meet  at  my  house,  which 
I  have  enlarged  by  additional  building,  that  affords  me 
a  large  room  for  those  meetings,  another  over  it  for  my 
13>iaiy  now  very  considerable,  and  over  all  some  lodg- 
ing rooms.  I  have  seven  promising  grandchildren  by 
my  daughter,  who  play  with  and  amuse  me,  and  she 
is  a  kind  attentive  nurse  to  me  when  I  am  at  any 
time  indisposed ;  so  that  I  pass  my  time  as  agreeably 
as  at  my  age  a  man  may  well  expect,  and  have  litde 
to  wish  for,  except  a  more  easy  exit  than  my  malady 
seems  to  threaten. 

The  deafness  you  complain  of  gives  me  concern,  as 
if  great  it  must  dimmish  considerably  your  pleasure  in 
conversation.  If  moderate,  you  may  remedy  it  easily 
and  readily,  by  putting  your  thumb  and  fingers  behind 
your  ear,  pressing  it  outwards,  and  enlarging  it,  as  it 
were^  with  the  hollow  of  your  hand.  By  an  exact 
ei|)eriment  I  found,  that  I  could  hear  the  tick  of  a 
watch  at  forty -five  feet  distance  by  this  means,  which 
was  barely  audible  at  twenty  feet  without  it  The 
experiment  was  made  at  midnight  when  the  house 
was  stilL 

I  am  glad  you  have  sent  those  directions  respecting 
ventilation  to  the  Edinburgh  Society.  I  hope  you  have 
added  an  account  of  the  experience  you  had  of  it  at 
Bfinorca.  K  they  do  not  print  your  paper,  send  it  to 
me,  and  it  shall  be  in  the  third  volume,  which  we  are 
about  to  publish  of  our  Transactions. 

Mrs.  Hewson  joins  with  us  in  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  happiness.  Her  eldest  son  has  gone  through 
his  studies  at  our  college,  and  taken  his  degree.  The 
jioongest  is  stiU  there,  and  will  be  graduated  this  sum- 

TOL.  Z.  49  GO 
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mer.    My  grandson  presents  his  respects;  and  I  am 
ereTj  mj  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionatdy, 

B.  FRAlTKUir. 

p.  S.  Tou  never  mention  the  receipt  of  any  letters 
from  me.  I  wish  to  know  if  they  come  to  band^  par- 
ticularly my  last  enclosing  the  Jpalogue.  You  mentioD 
some  of  my  old  friends  being  dead,  but  not  their  names. 


TO   MRS.   CATHERINE    GREENE. 

Philadelphia,  9  Mmb,  1789. 

Dear  Friend, 

Havmg  now  done  with  public  affiurs,  wlndi  hare 
hitherto  taken  up  so  much  of  my  time,  I  shall  en« 
deavour  to  enjoy,  during  the  smsdl  remamder  of  life 
that  is  left  to  me,  some  of  the  pleasures  of  converaDg 
with  my  old  friends  by  writing,  smce  their  distanee 
prevents  my  hope  of  seemg  them  agab. 

I  received  one  of  the  bags  of  sweet  com  ycm  were 
so  good  as  to  send  me  a  long  time  since,  but  the  other 
never  came  to  hand.  Even  the  letter  mentioning  it, 
though  dated  December  10th,  1787,  has  been  abofe 
a  year  on  its  way;  for  I  received  it  but  about  two 
weeks  since  from  Baltimore  m  Maryland.  The  com  I 
did  receive  was  excellent,  and  gave  me  great  pfeaaars. 
Accept  my  hearty  thanks. 

I  am,  as  you  suppose  in  the  abovementioned  old 
letter,  much  pleased  to  hear,  that  my  young  fiieiid 
Ray  is  ''smart  in  the  farming  way,"  and  makes  audi 
substantial  fences.  I  thmk  agriculture  the  most  hon- 
orable of  all  employments,  being  the  most  mdependuL 
The  farmer  has  no  need  of  popular  favor»  nor  the  firar 
of  the  great ;  the  success  of  his  crops  dependmg  oalf 
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on  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  honest  industry.  I 
ccmgratulafe  your  good  spouse,  that  he,  as  well  as 
mysdC  is  now  free  from  public  cares,  and  that  he  can 
bend  his  whole  attention  to  his  farming,  which  will 
afford  him  both  profit  and  pleasure ;  a  busmess  which 
nobody  knows  better  how  to  manage  with  advantage. 
I  am  too  old  to  follow  printing  agam  myself,  but, 
kmng  the  business,  I  have  brought  up  my  grandson 
Benjamin  to  it,  and  have  built  and  furnished  a  printing- 
house  for  him,  which  he  now  manages  under  my  eye. 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  the  rest  of  my  grandchildren, 
who  are  now  in  number  eight,  and  all  iMX)mising,  the 
youngest  only  six  months  old,  but  shows  signs  of  great 
good  nature.  My  friends  here  are  numerous,  and  I 
enjoy  as  much  of  their  conversation  as  I  can  reason- 
Mj  wish;  and  I  have  as  much  health  and  cheerful- 
as  can  weQ  be  expected  at  my  age,  now  eighty- 
Hith^o  this  long  life  has  been  tolerably  happy ; 
80  ihat,  if  I  were  allowed  to  live  it  over  again,  I  should 
make  no  objection,  only  wishing  for  leave  to  do,  what 
jMrtfaors  do  in  a  second  edition  of  their  works,  correct 
of  my  errata.  Among  the  felicities  of  my  life  I 
your  friendship,  which  I  shall  remember  with 
pleaaure  as  bng  as  that  life  lasts,  being  ever,  my  dear 
iidndf  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRABTKLIir. 


FROM   M.   L£   VEILLARD   TO    B.   FRANKLIN. 

<Stefe  of  Affairs  in  France.  —  Duke  of  Orleam. 
Translation. 

Passy,  25  April,  1789. 

Mhr  DSAR  Friend, 
Knee  your  letter  of  the  10th  of  December  last,  I 
bad  no  other  from  you.    We  are  at  last  on  the 
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eve  of  the  assembling  of  the  States-General  If  any 
one  had  said,  when  you  were  with  us,  that  this  was 
even  a  possible  thing,  he  would  have  run  a  great  risk 
of  finding  himself  in  the  Bastille  before  night  I  do 
not  know  how  much  good  they  will  do;  but  in  the 
mean  while  people  say  and  print  whatever  they  please, 
and  nobody  is  sent  to  prison.  The  demands  of  the 
different  deputations  are  for  the  most  part  publkly 
known.  Many  give  very  narrow  limits  to  the  royal 
authority,  and  all  without  exception  require,  that,  be- 
fore attending  to  any  thing  else,  a  constitution  shall  be 
established,  which  shall  give  legislative  authority  to  the 
nation,  either  conjointly  with  the  King  or  independently 
of  him ;  which  shall  determine  the  compoation  and 
the  mode  of  action  of  a  permanent  assembly  of  Ae 
States-General,  or  of  a  body  which  may  come  together 
without  being  specially  called,  at  sh(»t  and  stated  in- 
tervals ;  and  which  shall  give  full  security  to  personal 
liberty  and  to  property,  and  to  the  liberty  of  the 
with  the  condition,  that  the  printer  shall  affix  hb 
to  the  worics  he  publishes.  They  demand,  moreover, 
the  abolition  of  all  privileges  and  exemptions  relating 
to  the  payment  of  taxes,  the  reform  of  civil  and  crim- 
inal laws,  and  the  responsibility  of  ministers.  This  is 
not  all ;  but  upon  this  basis,  if  once  established,  we 
shall  build  up  a  government,  not  perfect  indeed,  fir 
that  is  beyond  the  reach  of  humanity,  but  good  enough 
to  satisfy  any  reasonable  being. 

Unfortunately  the  priests  and  the  nobles  are  not  yet 
sufficiently  moderate,  nor  the  lower  classes  suffidendy 
enlightened.  The  intermediate  classes  are  for  thb  rea- 
son odious  to  the  former,  and  not  property  valued  by 
the  latter,  who  are  dazzled  and  blinded  by  the  first 
rays  of  a  liberty,  of  which  they  had  not  even  an  idea, 
and  which  mtoxicates  them,  and  renders  them  incapa* 
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Ue  of  fistening  to  reason.  The  nobility  sippear  to  in- 
«st  upon  their  ill  received  claim  of  voting  by  orders, 
end  not  in  common  and  individually.  This  would  take 
from  the  nUrd  Estate  all  the  advantage  of  the  num- 
ber of  its  deputies,  whidi  by  the  rules  is  equal  to  that 
of  the  two  other  orders  together.  They  ther^bre  in- 
sist upon  deliberating  in  common  and  voting  individual- 
ly, which  is  the  only  mode  of  substitutmg  a  true  public 
spirit  for  the  spirit  o(  party.  It  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  this  difficulty  will  occasbn  a  disastrous  schism. 

Notwithstanding  our  recent  calamities  frcHn  hail- 
storms, the  scarcity  of  grain,  and  our  long  winter,  and 
notwithstanding  we  are  in  the  midst  of  anardiy,  and 
no  one  feels  sure  enough  of  obedience  to  dare  to  com- 
mand, yet  such  is  the  mildness  of  the  nation,  that  there 
are  but  few  disorders.  The  disturbances  in  Brittany, 
in  Provence,  where  M.  de  Bfirabeau  is  playing  a  great 
part,  in  Dauphiny,  and  in  Franche  Comt^  have  died 
away.  Not  a  hundred  persons  in  all  have  been  killed ; 
and,  if  we  obtsun  a  reasonable  ccmstitution,  it  will  be 
perhaps  a  better  one  than  that  of  the  English,  and  we 
shall  pay  less  dear  for  it  than  either  they  or  you  have 
done. 

Among  those  who  are  now  most  prcnninent,  8f>pears 
a  inan  whom  you  never  would  have  thought  of;  a  man 
who,  from  his  situation,  his  rank,  his  riches,  and  his  m- 
dependence,  must  either  cover  himself  with  glory  in 
consummating  the  revolution,  or  with  infamy  if  he  fails 
and  leaves  it  imperfect,  by  not  maintaining  the  princi- 
ples, which  he  has  solemnly  avowed ;  I  mean  the  Duke 
of  Orleans.  He  has  doubtless  great  faults ;  but  he  has 
good  qualities,  which  he  was  not  thought  to  possess, 
and  which  he  has  to  some  extent  proved  in  the  late 
public  calamities.  His  character,  a  mixture  it  is  true 
of  eccentricity  and  originality,  promises  some  firmness ; 
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and  the  abuse  of  power,  which  most  unjustly  deprived 
him  so  long  of  his  liberty,  must  mspire  him  with  a 
desire  of  revenge,  which  he  cannot  more  fully  gratify, 
than  by  reestablishing,  as  firmly  as  possible,  individual 
liberty,  and  consequently  that  of  the  nation. 

Jlpril  30th.  Most  of  the  assemblies  of  Paris  and 
the  vicinity  have  been  such  scenes  of  tumult,  that,  after 
a  long  time  spent  m  useless  clamor,  they  have  gener- 
ally been  obliged  to  break  up  without  domg  any  bua- 
ness.  They  now  appear,  however,  to  be  growing  more 
quiet,  and  likely  to  come  to  some  result ;  but  the  pop- 
ulace, especially  the  laboring  men,  either  of  their  own 
accord  or  because  they  are  m  the  pay  of  the  malecon- 
tents,  have  been  guilty  of  great  disorders,  and  have 
pillaged  houses,  burnt  furniture,  maltreated  and  even 
killed  some  persons.  Troops  stationed  in  the  environs 
have  been  called  in.  It  was  found  necessary  to  fire 
upon  the  people,  and  last  evening,  it  is  believed,  there 
were  near  a  hundred  persons  killed,  and  at  least  as  ma- 
ny wounded.  To-day  tranquillity  is  restored  Among 
the  killed  are  twenty-five  or  thirty,  who  perished  in 
fiightful  torments.  They  were  destroying  a  paper  fiic- 
tory,  in  the  cellars  of  which  they  found  aqua  fariigf  or 
oO  of  vitriol,  which  they  drank  for  wine  or  liqueur. 

Mr.  Jefierson  will  probably  hand  you  this  letter.  He 
will  return  to  us  next  autumn,  and  I  shall  be  really 
grieved  if  he  comes  with  empty  hands,  and  does  not 
bring  me  the  work,  which  you  have  so  often  prom- 
ised.   I  am,  &C. 

Le  Vjullabik 
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TO  MISS   CATHERINE   LOUISA   SmPLST. 

On  the  Death  of  her  Father. 

Philadelphia,  37  April,  1789. 

It  IS  only  a  few  days  since  the  kmd  letter  of  my 
dear  young  friend,  dated  December  24th,  came  to  my 
hands.  I  had  before,  in  the  public  papers,  met  with 
the  afBicting  news  that  letter  contained.  That  excel- 
lent man  has  then  left  us !  His  departure  is  a  loss,  not 
to  his  family  and  friends  only,  but  to  his  nation,  and 
to  the  world;  for  he  was  intent  on  doing  good,  had 
wisdom  to  devise  the  means,  and  talents  to  promote 
titem.  His  ^^  Sermon  before  the  Society  for  Propagat- 
ing the  Gospel,"  and  his  ^Speech  mtended  to  have  been 
spoken,''*  are  proofs  of  his  ability  as  well  as  his  hu- 
manity. Had  his  counsels  in  those  pieces  been  at- 
trad^  to  by  the  ministers,  how  much  bloodshed  might 
have  been  prevented,  and  how  much  expense  and  dis- 
gnoe  to  the  nation  avoided! 

Tour  reflections  on  the  constant  calmness  and  com- 
posure attendmg  his  death  are  very  sensible.  Such 
instances  seem  to  show,  that  the  good  sometimes  en- 
joy in  dying  a  foretaste  of  the  happy  state  they  are 
about  to  enter. 

According  to  the  course  of  years,  I  should  have 
quitted  this  world  long  before  him.  I  shall  however 
not  be  long  in  following.  I  am  now  in  my  eighty-fourth 
year,  and  the  last  year  has  considerably  enfeebled  me ; 
so  that  I  hardly  expect  to  remain  another.  You  will 
then,  my  dear  friend,  consider  this  as  probably  the  last 

*ThiB  perfonnance  was  published  in  1774,  and  entiUed,  A  Spueh 
mUnded  lo  have  been  spoken  on  the  Biil  for  aUering  the  Charters  qf  Oie 
CsUmy  (^  Massachusetts  Bay.  It  has  been  greatly  commended  for  the 
btaaty  of  its  style,  and  its  just  and  liberal  sentiments  in  regard  to  the 
eootrorersy  then  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 
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Ime  to  be  received  from  me,  and  as  a  taking  leaye. 
Present  my  best  and  most  sincere  respects  to  your 
good  mother,  and  love  to  the  rest  of  the  fieanily,  to 
whom  I  wish  all  happiness;  and  believe  me  to  be, 
while  I  do  live,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FRAHKUir. 


TO  CHARLES   CARROLL.* 

PhflidelpUa,  95  May,  178B. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  am  glad  to  see  by  the  papers,  that  our  grand  bmp 
chine  has  at  length  begun  to  woiiL  I  pray  <3od  to 
bless  and  guide  its  operations.  If  any  form  of  gov- 
ernment is  capable  of  making  a  nation  hqqpy,  ouni  I 
think  bids  fair  now  for  producing  that  effect  But,  afker 
an,  much  depends  upon  the  people  who  are  to  be 
governed.  We  have  been  guardmg  against  an  evB 
that  old  States  are  most  liable  to,  excess  of  power  m 
the  rulers ;  but  our  present  danger  seems  to  be  devest 
of  obedience  in  the  subjects.  There  is  hope^  however* 
from  the  enlightened  state  of  this  age  and  country,  we 
may  guard  effectually  against  that  evil  as  wdl  as  the  reat 

My  grandson,  William  Temple  Franklin,  wiU  have 
the  honor  of  presenting  this  line.  He  accompanied  me 
to  France,  and  remamed  with  me  during  my  "m^^w)?* 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice,  and 
that  you  would  believe  me,  my  dear  friend,  youn 
most  affectionately, 

B.  FRAincuir. 


*  Mr.  Carroll  wu  at  thia  time  a  Senator  in  Congreai  ftom  MuflmL 
The  first  Congress  nnder  the  new  Constitution  had  receiil^  conrcned 
in  New  York.  In  March,  1776,  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  CtnbD  had  bttn 
joint  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Continental  Congreaa  wHh 
lions  to  form  a  union  between  the  Canadaa  and  tbe  Unitod 
See  VoL  VIIL  p.  17a 
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TO  RICHARD  PRICE. 

Reflections  an  life  and  Death. 

PhiitdeipUft,  81  ifftf ,  naa 
Mt  ykrt  dear  Friend, 

I  lately  received  your  kind  letto*,  endosiiig  one  from 
Miss  Kitty  Shipley,  informing  me  of  the  good  Bishop's 
decease,  which  afflicted  me  greatly.  My  fiiends  drop 
off  one  after  another,  when  my  age  and  mfirmities  pre- 
Tent  my  making  new  ones ;  and,  if  I  still  retained  the 
necessary  activity  and  ability,  I  hardly  see  among  the 
ezistmg  generation  where  I  could  make  them  ci  ecpA 
goodness.  So  that  the  longer  I  live  I  must  eiqpect  to  be 
^  more  wretched.  As  we  draw  nearer  the  conclusion 
of  fife,  nature  furnishes  us  with  more  helps  to  wan 
08  fixHn  it,  among  which  one  of  the  most  powerful  is 
the  loss  d*  such  dear  friends. 

I  send  you  with  this  the  two  vdumes  c^  our  Trana^ 
actions,  as  I  forget  whether  you  had  the  first  befiDre. 
If  you  had,  you  will  please  to  ^ve  this  to  the  French 
Ambassador,  requesting  his  conveyance  of  it  to  the 
good  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld. 

My  best  wishes  attend  you,  bemg  ever,  with  sincere 
and  great  esteem,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affec- 
tk>nately,  B.  FRAirKLnr. 


TO   BENJAMIN   YAUOHAlf. 

Relative  to  the  Memoirs  of  his  Ufe. 

Phikdelplik,  8  Jtne,  YOk 

Mt  dearest  Friend, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  oi  March  4th,  and  wish 
I  may  be  able  to  complete  what  you  so  earnestly  de- 

VOL.  X.  60 
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sire,  the  Memoirs  of  my  Life.  But  oi  late  I  am  so 
interrupted  by  extreme  pain,  which  obliges  me  to  have 
recourse  to  opium,  that,  between  the  effects  of  both,  I 
have  but  little  time  in  which  I  can  write  any  thmg. 
My  grandson,  howev^,  is  copymg  what  is  done^  which 
will  be  sent  to  you  for  your  opinion  by  the  next  ves- 
«el;  and  not  merely  for  your  qpmion,  but  for  your  ad- 
vice; for  I  find  it  a  difficult  task  to  q>eak  decently 
and  properiy  of  one's  own  conduct ;  and  I  fed  the  want 
of  a  judicious  friend  to  encourage  me  in  scratching  out 

I  have  condoled  sincerely  with  the  Biriiop  of  St 
Asaph's  family.  He  was  an  excellent  man.  Loong 
our  friends  thus  cme  by  one,  is  the  tax  we  pay  fir 
long  living;  and  it  is  mdeed  a  heavy  one. 

I  have  not  seen  the  King  of  Prussa's  poathiynoiis 
woiiLs;  what  you  mention  makes  me  deaimui  to  have 
tfaem.  Please  to  mention  it  to  your  brodiw  WHfianit 
and  that  I  request  hun  to  add  them  to  the  faodu  I 
have  desrcd  him  to  buy  for  me. 

Our  new  government  is  now  in  train,  and  seeaiB  to 
promise  welL  But  events  are  m  the  hand  of  God  I 
am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  afiGsctionatdyy 

B.  FRAJiKLnr. 


TO   MRS.  JANE  M£COM. 

PhUidelpUft,  8  Angwt,  178a 

Dear  Sister, 

I  am  glad  to  learn,  that  you  have  at  length  got 

some  of  the  letters  I  so  long  since  wrote  to  yon.  I 
think  your  postoffice  is  very  badly  managed.  I  ex- 
pect your  bill,  and  shall  pay  it  when  it  q>pMnL  I 
would  have  you  put  the  books  into  our  coiisin*8  faods^ 
who  will  dispose  of  them  for  you,  if  he  can,  or  letom 
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them  hither.  I  am  very  much  {deased  to  bear,  that 
yoa  have  had  no  misuiid^titaiidiDg  with  hb  fadier. 
Indeed,  if  there  bad  been  any  sudi,  I  should  have 
concluded^  it  was  your  faidt;  for  I  think  our  famify 
were  always  subject  to  being  a  litde  mifiy* 

By  the  way,  is  our  relationship  in  Nantucket  qute 
worn  out?  I  have  met  with  none  from  thence  of  laie 
ytfUBy  who  were  disposed  to  be  acquainted  widi  urn, 
except  Gaptahi  Timothy  Folger.  They  are  wonder^ 
Mfy  Ajk  But  I  adflure  their  honest  phmnawi  of 
i^eedi.  About  a  year  ago  I  invited  two  of  ibem  to 
dbe  with  me.  Their  answer  was^  that  they  woiddt  if 
they  codd  not  do  better.  I  suppose  they  dkl  better) 
ibr  I  never  saw  them  afterwards,  and  so  had  no  op- 
portunity of  showing  my  mifl^  if  I  had  one. 

I  shadl  make  the  addition  you  desire  to  my  super- 
scriptions, desiring  in  return  that  you  wiQ  make  a  sub- 
traction from  yours.  The  word  Excettency  does  not 
bek»g  to  me,  and  Doctor  will  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
tinguish me  from  my  grandson.*  This  femily  joins  in 
love  to  you  and  yours. 

B.  FnAiTKLiir. 


TO    GEORGE   WASHIHGTOH. 

Philadelphia,  16  September,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 
My  malady  renders  my  sitting  up  to  vnite  rather 
painful  to  me;  but  I  cannot  let  my  son-in-law,  l^. 
Bache,  part  for  New  York,  without  congratulating  yoo 

*  On  this  point  his  sister  replied ;  **  I  was  a  little  sospicioas  whether 
IkceUency  was  according  to  rule  in  addressing  my  brother  at  thie  time ; 
but  I  did  not  write  the  addrees ;  and  of  late,  becanae  be  Ihree  neatw 
tinn  cousin  Williams,  I  have  eent  my  letters  to  Dr.  Lathropi  who  ia  viqf 
obliging  to  me,  and  I  thought  he  most  know  what  is  right,  and  I  gave 
M  directions  about  it    But  I  shall  do  it  another  time.*  —  Augusi  9Sct 
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by  him  on  the  recoyery  of  your  health,  so  precious  to 
us  all,  and  on  the  growbg  strength  of  our  new  gov- 
eminent  under  your  admmistration.  For  my  own  per- 
sonal ease,  I  should  have  died  two  years  ago;  but, 
though  those  years  have  been  spent  in  excruciat- 
ing pain,  I  am  pleased  that  I  have  lived  them,  since 
they  have  brought  me  to  see  our  present  situation.  I 
am  now  finishing  my  eighty-fourth  year,  and  jvobably 
with  it  my  career  in  this  life;  but  in  whatever  state 
of  existence  I  am  placed  in  hereafter,  if  I  retain  any 
memory  of  what  has  passed  here,  I  shall  with  it  re- 
tam  the  esteem,  respect,  and  affection,  with  which  I 
have  long  been,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  sincerely, 

B.  FRAmiiOr. 


FROM   GEORGE   WASHINGTON  TO  B.  FRANKUN. 

New  York,  S8  Septendw,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  affectionate  congratulations  on  the  recoveiy  of 
my  health,  and  the  warm  expressions  c^  personal 
friendship,  which  were  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  claim  my  gratitude.  And  the  considera- 
tion, that  it  was  written  when  you  were  afl9icted  with 
a  pamful  malady,  greatly  increases  my  obligation  for  it 

Would  to  God,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  could  congratn- 
late  you  upon  the  removal  of  that  excruciating  pain, 
under  which  you  labor,  and  that  your  existence  might 
close  with  as  much  ease  to  yourself  as  it9  continu- 
ance has  been  beneficial  to  our  country  and  useful  to 
mankind;  or,  if  the  united  wishes  of  a  free  people^ 
joined  with  the  earnest  prayers  of  ev^  friend  to 
science  and  humanity,  could  relieve  the  body  bom 
pams  or  infirmities,  that  you  could  claim  an  exemp- 
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tkm  on  this  score.  ^  But  this  cannot  be,  and  yon  have 
withhi  yourself  the  only  resource  to  which  we  can 
confidently  apply  for  relief,  a  philosophic  mmd. 

If  to  be  venerated  for  benevolence,  if  to  be  ad- 
mbed  for  talents,  if  to  be  esteemed  for  patriotism,  if 
to  be  beloved  for  philanthropy,  can  gratify  the  human 
mind,  you  must  have  the  pleasing  consolation  to  know, 
diat  you  have  not  lived  in  vain.  And  I  flatter  my- 
self that  it  will  not  be  ranked  among  the  least  grate- 
ful occurrences  oS  your  life  to  be  assured,  that,  so 
bng  as  I  retain  my  memory,  you  will  be  recoDected 
with  respect,  veneration,  and  affection  by  your  sinceie 
firiend,  George  Washinotobt. 


TO   BENJAMIN   YAUOHAlf. 

Memoirs  of  his  Life. — Rules  far  CamposUion.  —  CSwi- 
gress.  —  Parable  against  Persecution. 

Philadelphia,  2  November,  1789. 

My  DEAREST  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  August  8th.  I  thank 
you  much  for  your  intimations  of  the  virtues  of  hem- 
lock, but  I  have  tried  so  many  things  with  so  little 
effect,  that  I  am  quite  discouraged,  and  have  no  longer 
any  faith  in  remedies  for  the  stone.  The  palliatbg^ 
system  is  what  I  am  now  fixed  in.  Opium  gives  me 
ease  when  I  am  attacked  by  pain,  and  by  the  use  of 
it  I  still  make  life  at  least  tolerable.  Not  being  able, 
however,  to  bear  sitting  to  write,  I  now  make  use  rf 
the  hand  of  one  of  my  grandsons,  dictating  to  him  from 
my  bed. 

I  wish,  indeed,  I  had  tried  this  method  sooner;  for 
so,  I  think,  I  might  by  this  time  have  finished  mj 
Memoirs,  in  which  I  have  made  no  progress  for  these 

VOL.  X.  HH 
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six  months  past.  I  have  now  taken  the  resolntkm  to 
endeavour  completing  them  in  th'is  way  of  dictating 
to  an  amanuensis.  What  is  already  done,  I  now  send 
you,  with  an  earnest  request  that  you  and  my  good 
friend  Dr.  Price  would  be  so  good  as  to  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  it,  criticaUy  examining  it,  and  giving 
me  your  candid  opinion  whether  I  had  best  publish 
or  suppress  it;  and  if  the  first,  then  what  parts  had 
better  be  expunged  or  altered.  I  shall  rely  upon  your 
opinions,  for  I  am  now  grown  so  old  and  fed>le  in 
mmd,  as  well  as  body,  that  I  cannot  place  any  confi- 
dence in  my  own  judgment.  In  the  mean  time^  I 
desire  and  expect  that  you  will  not  suffer  any  copy 
of  it,  or  of  any  part  of  it,  to  be  taken  (or  any  purpose 
whatever. 

You  present  me  with  a  pleasmg  idea  of  the  happi- 
ness I  might  have  enjoyed  in  a  certain  great  house, 
and  in  the  conversation  of  its  excellent  owner,  and  hb 
well  chosen  guests,  if  I  could  have  spent  some  more 
time  in  England.  That  is  now  become  impossible. 
My  best  wishes,  however,  attend  him  and  his  amiable 
son,  in  whose  promising  virtues  and  abilities  I  am  per- 
suaded the  father  will  find  much  satisfactioga. 

The  revolution  in  France  is  truly  surprising.  I  sin- 
cerely wish  it  may  end  in  establishing  a  good  consti- 
tution for  that  country.  The  mischiefs  and  troubles 
it  suffers  in  the  operation,  however,  give  me  great 
concern. 

You  request  advice  from  me  respectmg  your  con- 
duct and  writings,  and  desire  me  to  tell  you  their  bultSL 
As  to  your  conduct,  I  know  of  nothing  that  k)oks 
like  a  fault,  except  your  declining  to  act  in  any  public 
station,  although  you  are  certainly  qualified  to  do  much 
public  good  in  many  you  must  have  had  it  in  your 
power  to  occupy.    In  respect  to  your  writings^  yow  ba* 
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guage  seems  to  me  to  be  good  and  pure,  and  your 
sentiments  generally  just;  bat  your  style  or  composi- 
tion wants  perspicuity,  and  this  I  think  owbg  princi- 
pally to  a  neglect  of  method.  What  I  would  therefore 
recommend  to  you  is,  that,  before  you  sit  down  to  write 
on  any  subject,  you  would  spend  some  days  b  con- 
sidering it,  puttmg  down  at  the  same  time,  m  short 
hints,  every  Uiought  which  occurs  to  you  as  proper  to 
make  a  part  of  your  intended  piece.  When  you  have 
thus  obtamed  a  collection  of  the  thoughts,  examine 
them  carefully  with  this  view,  to  find  which  of  them  is 
properest  to  be  presented  first  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  that  he,  being  possessed  of  that,  may  the  more 
easily  understand  it,  and  be  better  disposed  to  receive 
what  you  intend  for  the  second;  and  thus  I  would 
have  you  put  a  figure  before  each  thought,  to  mark  its 
future  place  m  your  composition.  For  so,  every  pre- 
ceding proposition  preparing  the  mmd  for  that  which 
is  to  follow,  and  the  reader  often  anticipating  it,  he  pro- 
ceeds with  ease,  and  pleasure,  and  approbation,  as 
seeming  continually  to  meet  with  his  own  thoughts. 
In  this  mode  you  have  a  better  chance  for  a  perfect 
production;  because,  the  mmd  attendmg  first  to  the 
sentiments  alone,  next  to  the  method  alone,  each  part 
is  likely  to  be  better  performed,  and  I  think  too  in  less 
time. 

You  see  I  give  my  counsel  rather  bluntly,  without 
attempting  to  soften  my  manner  of  finding  fault  by  any 
apology,  which  would  give  some  people  great  offence ; 
but  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  between  us,  when 
I  am  soliciting  the  advantage  of  your  criticisms  on  a 
work  of  mine,  it  is  perhaps  my  interest  that  you  should 
be  a  little  offended,  in  order  to  produce  a  greater  de- 
gree of  wholesome  severity.  I  think  with  you,  ,that,  if 
my  Memoirs  are  to  be  published,  an  edition  of  them 
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should  be  printed  in  England  for  that  country,  as  well 
as  here  for  this,  and  I  shall  gladly  leave  it  to  your 
friendly  management 

We  have  now  had  one  session  of  Congress  under 
our  new  Constitution,  which  was  conducted  with,  I 
think,  a  greater  degree  of  temper,  prudence,  and  una- 
nimity, than  could  well  have  been  expected,  and  our 
future  prospects  seem  very  favorable.  The  harvests 
of  ttie  last  summer  have  been  uncommonly  plentiful 
and  good;  yet  the  produce  bears  a  high  price,  bom 
the  great  foreign  demand.  At  the  same  time,  immense 
quantities  of  foreign  goods  are  crowded  upon  us^  so 
as  to  overstock  the  market,  and  supply  us  with  what 
we  want  at  very  low  prices.  A  spirit  of  industiy  and 
frugality  is  also  very  generally  prevailing,  wUch,  bong 
the  most  promising  sign  of  future  national  felicity,  gives 
me  infinite  satisfaction. 

Remember  me  most  respectfully  and  affectionatdy 
to  your  good  mother,  sisters,  and  brother,  and  also  to 
my  dear  Dr.  Price ;  and  believe  me,  my  dearest  friend* 
yours  most  smcerely, 

B.  Frankuk. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  received  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions for  the  two  or  three  last  years.  They  are  usual- 
ly laid  by  for  me  at  the  Society's  house,  with  my  name 
upon  them,  and  remain  there  till  called  for.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  can  conveniently  take 
them  up  and  send  them  to  me. 

Your  mention  of  plagiarism  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
charge  of  the  same  kind,  which  I  lately  saw  in  the 
British  Repository^  concerning  the  Chapter  of  Abra- 
ham and  the  Stranger.  Perhaps  this  is  the  attack  your 
letter  hints  at,  in  which  you  defended  me*  The  truth 
is,  as  I  think  you  observe,  that  I  never  published  that 
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Chapter,  and  never  claimed  more  credit  from  it,  than 
what  related  to  the  style,  and  the  addkion  of  the  con- 
dudmg  threatenmg  and  promise.  The  publishing  of  it 
by  Lord  Karnes,  without  my  consent,  deprived  me  c^ 
a  good  deal  of  amusement,  which  I  used  to  take  in 
nading  it  by  heart  out  of  my  Bible,  and  obtainmg  the 
remarks  of  the  Scripturians  upon  it,  which  were  some- 
times very  diverting ;  not  but  that  it  is  in  itself,  on  ac- 
cotmt  of  the  importance  of  its  moral,  well  worth  being 
Bade  known  to  all  mankind.*  When  I  wrote  that  in 
die  form  you  now  have  it,  I  wrote  also  another,t  the 
Uttt  of  which  was  also  taken  from  an  ancient  Jewish 
tradition ;  but,  not  having  the  same  success  with  it  as 
tlie  other,  I  laid  it  aside,  and  have  not  seen  it  for 
Airty  years  past,  till  within  these  few  days  a  lady  of 
Biy  acquaintance  furnished  me  with  a  copy,  which  she 
had  preserved.  I  think  however  it  is  not  a  bad  one, 
and  send  it  to  you  enclosed. 


TO    JOHN    WRIGHT,    LONDON. 

United  States.  —  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  4  November,  1789. 

Dear  Friend, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  July  the  31st,  which 
gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  mformed  me  of  the  wel- 

*  See  the  Parable  against  Persecuiiony  Vol.  11.  p.  118.  For  aome 
time  after  this  Apologue  first  appeared,  Dr.  Franklin  was  charged  with 
having  published  it  as  his  own,  whereas  it  was  given  to  the  world  by  Lord 
Kftmee  without  his  consent  or  knowledge ;  nor  did  he  ever  claim  any 
odier  originality  in  regard  to  it,  than  what  he  has  mentioned  above. 
But  whoever  will  compare  it  as  printed  in  this  work,  with  the  sources 
iHienee  it  was  derived,  will  see  that  its  chief  point  and  beauty  consist 
m  the  dress  and  additions,  which  it  received  firom  his  hand ;  and  indeed 
lo  this  dress  and  these  additions  is  to  be  ascribed  the  importance,  that 
&tfl  been  attached  to  it 

f  VnMb^j  the  Parable  on  BroOierbf  Lwe.    See  Vol.  II.  p.  l&a 

TOL.   X.  51  HH* 
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fare  both  of  yourself  and  your  good  lady,  to  whom 
please  to  present  my  respects.  I  thank  you  £6r  the 
epistle  of  your  yearly  meeting,  and  for  the  card,  a 
specimen  of  printing,  which  was  enclosed. 

We  have  now  had  one  session  of  Congress,  which 
was  conducted  under  our  new  Constitution,  and  with 
as  much  general  satisfaction  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected.  I  wish  the  struggle  in  France  may  end  as 
happily  for  that  nation.  We  are  now  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  our  new  government  for  eleven  of  the  States^ 
and  it  is  generally  thought  that  North  Carolina  is  about 
to  join  it.  Rhode  Island  will  probably  take  longer  time 
for  consideration. 

We  have  had  a  most  plentiful  year  for  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  and  our  people  seem  to  be  recovering  fiut 
from  the  extravagance  and  idle  habits,  which  the  war 
had  introduced ;  and  to  engage  seriously  m  the  countij 
habits  of  temperance,  frugality,  and  mdustry,  which  give 
the  most  pleasing  prospect  of  future  national  felidty. 
Your  merchants,  however,  are,  I  think,  imprudent  in 
crowding  in  upon  us  such  quantities  of  goods  for  sale 
here,  which  are  not  written  for  by  ours,  and  are  beyond 
the  faculties  of  this  country  to  consume  m  any  reason- 
able time.  This  surplus  of  goods  is,  therefore,  to  raise 
present  money,  sent  to  the  vendues,  or  auction-houses^ 
of  which  we  have  six  or  seven  in  and  near  this  city; 
where  they  are  sold  frequently  for  less  than  prime  cost^ 
to  the  great  loss  of  the  indiscreet  adventurers.  Our 
newspapers  are  doubtless  to  be  seen  at  your  coffee- 
houses near  the  Exchange.  In  their  advertisements 
you  may  observe  the  constancy  and  quantity  of  this 
kind  of  sales;  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  goods  im- 
ported by  our  regular  traders.  I  see  in  your  English 
newspapers  frequent  mention  of  our  being  out  of  credit 
with  you;  to  us  it  appears,  that  we  have  abundanfy 
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too  much,  and  that  your  exportmg  merchants  are  rather 
out  of  their  senses. 

I  wish  success  to  your  endeavours  for  obtaining  an 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  The  epistle  from  your 
Yearly  Meeting,  for  the  year  1758,  was  not  the  first 
Mowing  of  the  good  seed  you  mention;  for  I  find  by 
an  old  pamphlet  hi  my  possession,  that  Greorge  Keith, 
near  a  hundred  years  since,  wrote  a  paper  against  the 
practice,  said  to  be  "given  forth  by  the  appomtment 
of  the  meeting  held  by  him,  at  Philip  James's  house, 
m  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  about  the  year  1693;'' 
wherem  a  strict  charge  was  given  to  Friends,  "that 
they  should  set  their  negroes  at  liberty,  after  some 
reasonable  time  of  service,  &c.  &c."  And  about  the 
year  1728,  or  1729, 1  myself  printed  a  book  for  Ralph 
Sandyford,  another  of  your  Friends  in  this  city,  against 
keeping  negroes  in  slavery ;  two  editions  of  which  he 
distributed  gratis.  And  about  the  year  1736, 1  printed 
another  book  on  the  same  subject  for  Benjamin  Lay, 
who  also  professed  being  one  of  your  Friends,  and  he 
distributed  the  books  chiefly  among  them.  By  these 
instances  it  appears,  that  the  seed  was  indeed  sown 
in  the  good  ground  of  your  profession,  though  much 
earlier  than  the  time  you  mention,  and  its  springing 
up  to  effect  at  last,  though  so  late,  is  some  confirma- 
tion of  Lord  Bacon's  observation,  that  a  good  motion 
never  dies ;  and  it  may  encourage  us  in  making  such, 
though  hopeless  of  their  taking  immediate  effect 

I  doubt  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  finish  my  Me- 
moirs, and,  if  I  finish  them,  whether  they  will  be  proper 
for  publication.  You  seem  to  have  too  high  an  opinion 
of  them,  and  to  expect  too  much  irom  them.* 

*  Dr.  Franklin  did  not  complete  his  Memoirs  to  a  later  date  than  that 
of  bis  first  public  mission  to  England,  in  the  year  1757.  Shortly  after 
hii  death,  they  were  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life  by  Dr.  Stuber,  and 
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I  think  you  are  right  m  preferring  a  mixed  form  of 
government  for  your  country,  under  its  present  circum- 
stances; and  if  it  were  possible  for  you  to  reduce 
the  enormous  salaries  and  emoluments  of  great  officers^ 
which  are  at  bottom  the  source  of  all  your  vident 
factions,  that  form  might  be  conducted  more  quietly 
and  happily;  but  I  am  afraid,  tUkt  none  of  your  fac- 
tions, when  they  get  uppermost,  will  ever  have  virtue 
enough  to  reduce  those  salaries  and  emoluments,  but 
will  rather  choose  to  enjoy  them. 

I  enclose  a  bill  for  twenty-five  pounds,  for  which, 
when  received,  please  to  credit  my  account,  and  out 
oi  it  pay  Mr.  Benjamin  Vaughan,  of  Jefiiies  Square, 
and   Afr.   William   Vaughan,  his  brother,  of  Mindng 

were  first  publiahpd  in  the  Columbian  Magazine.  Thui  ContnnHitkHi  hM 
often  been  printed  in  connexion  with  the  autobiography.  In  HasbiiPi 
Acir  Universal  Biographical  Dictionary^  (Vol.  IV.  p.  299^)  is  a  brief 
notice  of  the  author's  life.  The  following  sketch  haa  been  ftaniUad 
by  Dr.  Jdm  W.  Francis,  of  New  York. 

^  Henry  Stuber  was  cut  off  too  early  in'  life  to  aflbrd  materials  hi 
much  beyond  the  ordinary  record  of  an  obituary  register.  He  was  d^ 
scended  from  German  parents,  and  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  as  neiiij 
as  can  be  ascertained,  about  the  year  1770.  The  traditional  aecoanli 
concerning  him  are  eminently  favorable  as  to  his  natural  capad^,  lui 
various  attainments,  and  his  moral  worth.  He  evinced  throughoot  lui 
brief  career  an  ardent  love  of  literature  and  science;  and,  though  Ui 
circumstances  were  narrow,  he  pursued  them  more  with  the  desire  of  pio- 
moting  useful  and  benevolent  designs,  than  with  a  view  to  selfish  le- 
muneration.  He  acquired  the  rudiments  of  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Ge^ 
man  languages,  under  the  direction  of  the  learned  Dr.  Kanxe,  at  thtt 
time  connected  with  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  waa  one  of  \m 
favorite  pupils  when  Dr.  Kunze  left  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  New  Yoil^ 
in  1784.  These  languages  he  acquired  witli  a  remarkable  facility ;  they 
were,  however,  but  auxiliaries  to  his  investigations  in  almost  every  hnneh 
of  human  inquiry,  to  which  he  seems  to  have  directed  his  energiea.  Thi 
stock  of  knowledge,  which  he  thus  accumulated,  laid  a  broad  foundrtian 
for  his  intended  career.  His  acquaintance  with  the  different  branchea  of 
physical  and  mental  research  now  led  him  to  a  close  atady  of  MedieiDei 
and  he  was  graduated  with  honor  in  that  profession.  Hia  health,  how- 
ever, forbade  him  more  than  a  very  partial  exercise  of  its  rcaponriMe 
trasts.    Very  early  thereafler,  peculiar  opportunitiea  preaenting,  he  oh- 
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Lane,  such  accounts  agamst  me  as  they  shall  present 
to  you  for  that  purpose.  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
Tery  affectionately, 

B.  Fraitklin. 


nOM  THE  PRIirCESS  OF  DASCHKOFF  TO  B.  FRAinCLUf.* 

Giving  him  J^Totice  of  his  having  been  chosen  a  Member 
of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences* 

St  Petenbtirgfa,  4  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 
Having  always  supposed,  and  even  cherished  the 
idea,  that  you  were  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  Sciences,  which  is  at  St  Petersburgh  under  my 
direction,  I  was  greatly  surprised,  when,  reviewing  the 
list  of  its  members  some  days  ago,  I  did  not  find  your 
name  in  the  number.  I  hastened  th^efore  to  acquire 
this  honor  for  the  Academy,  and  you  were  received 
among  its  members  with  an  unanimous  applause  and 

tained  a  situation  in  one  of  the  public  offices  of  the  United  States'  gov- 
eniment ;  and,  deeming  Law  more  available  to  his  new  ponuits,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  that  science  with  unabated  ardor,  when  he  was 
arrested  by  a  disease  of  the  pulmonary  organs,  which  at  an  earlier  period 
had  given  rise  to  alarming  apprehensions  among  his  friends.  He  died 
when  he  had  just  passed  the  age  of  his  majority. 

**  The  consideration,  in  which  his  memory  is  to  be  held,  arises  not  alone 
from  his  numerous  attainments  in  letters  and  philosophy.  Various  am- 
tributions  to  the  periodical  journals  of  the  time  attest  at  once  his  powera 
in  his  native  language,  the  solidity  of  his  acquisitions,  and  no  mean  force 
of  original  thinking.  The  only  literary  eflTort  by  which  he  will  be  re- 
membered is  his  Continuation  of  the  Life  of  Franklin." 

The  most  important  part  of  Stuber's  Continuation  is  that  in  which 
he  gives  a  historical  account  of  Dr.  Franklin*8  discoveries  in  electricity. 
This  has  been  printed  at  large  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  present  editkm. 

*  This  letter  was  written  in  English.  Dr.  Franklin  had  occasiooaliy 
met  the  Princess  of  Daschkoflf  at  Paris.  For  several  years  she  held  the 
office  of  President  and  Director  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  St  Pe- 
tersburgh. 
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joy.  I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  accept  of  this  title,  and  to 
believe  that  I  look  upon  it  as  an  honor  acquired  by 
our  Academy. 

I  shall  order  the  patent  to  be  despatched  to  you  as 
soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time  be  assured,  that 
it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  profit  of  the 
present  occasion  to  give  you  token  of  my  regard  and 
veneration  for  your  eminent  character,  and  that  I  shall 
always  recollect  with  pride  the  advantage  I  had  to  be 
personally  noticed  by  you.  With  a  sincere  considera- 
tion I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Princess  of  Daschkoff. 


TO   SAMUEL  moors. 

Philadelphia,  5  Noffember,  178DL 

Dkar  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  July  25th9  but  had  no  cp- 
portunity  of  showmg  any  civility  to  the  bearer,  whom 
you  mention  as  coming  under  the  auspices  of  Williui 
Franklin,  as  he  did  not  show  hunself  to  me. 

I  am  obliged  by  your  kmd  inquiries  after  my  heahK 
which  is  still  tolerably  good,  the  stone  excepted;  my 
constitution  being  such,  as,  if  it  were  not  for  that  mal- 
ady, might  have  held  out  yet  some  years  longer. 

I  hope  the  fire  of  liberty,  which  you  mention  as 
spreading  itself  over  Europe,  will  act  upon  the  mesti- 
mable  rights  of  man,  as  common  fire  does  upon  gold ; 
purify  without  destroymg  them  ;  so  that  a  lover  of  I3>- 
erty  may  find  a  country  in  any  part  of  Christendom. 

I  see  with  pleasure  in  the  public  prints,  that  oar 
Society*  is  still  kept  up  and  flourishes.  I  was  an 
early  member;  for,  when  Mr.  Shipley  sent  me  a  list 

*  The  London  Society  for  promotingr  Aits,  Manuftetnna,  and 
merce,  of  which  Mr.  Moore  was  Secretaiy. 
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of  the  subscribers,  they  were  but  seventy ;  and,  though 
I  had  no  expectation  then  of  going  to  England,  and 
acting  with  them,  I  sent  a  contribution  of  twenty 
guineas;  in  consideration  of  which  the  Society  were 
lA^wards  pleased  to  consider  me  a  member. 

I  wish  to  the  exertions  of  your  manufacturers,  who 
are  generally  excellent,  and  to  the  spirit  and  enter* 
prbe  of  your  merchants,  who  are  famed  for  &ir  and 
honorable  dealing,  all  the  success  they  merit  in  pro- 
moting the  prosperity  of  your  country. 

I  am  glad  our  friend  Small  enjoys  so  much  health, 
and  his  faculties  so  perfectly,  as  I  perceire  he  does 
by  his  letters.  I  know  not  whether  he  is  yet  returned 
fiom  his  visit  to  Scotland,  and  therefore  give  you  the 
trouble  of  the  enclosed.  My  best  wishes  attend  you, 
bebg  ever,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  FRAirujir. 


TO    ALEXANDER   SMALL. 

Foot  Laws.  —  Jmerican  Loyalists. — French  and 
English  Oovemments. 

Philadelphia,  5  November,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  several  favors  of  April  23d,  May  9th, 
and  June  2d,  together  with  the  manuscript  concerning 
Ventilation,*  which  will  be  inserted  in  our  next  volume. 

I  have  long  been  of  your  opinion,  that  your  legal 
provision  for  the  poor  is  a  very  great  evil,  operatmg  as 
it  does  to  the  encouragement  of  idleness.  We  have 
followed  your  example,  and  begin  now  to  see  our  error, 
and,  I  hope,  shall  reform  it.     I  find  by  your  letters, 

•See  Vol  VL  pp.  307-394. 
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that  every  man  has  patience  enough  to  bear  calmlj 
and  coolly  the  injuries  done  to  other  people.  You 
have  perfectly  forgiven  the  royalists,  and  you  seem  to 
wonder,  that  we  should  stiU  retain  any  resentment 
against  them  for  their  joining  with  the  savages  to  bum 
our  houses,  and  murder  and  scalp  our  friends^  our 
wives,  and  our  children.  I  forget  who  it  was  that  said, 
^We  are  commanded  to  forgive  our  enemies,  but  we 
are  nowhere  commanded  to  forgive  our  firiends."  Cer- 
tain it  is,  however,  that  atrocious  injuries  done  to  us 
by  our  friends  are  naturally  more  deeply  resented  than 
the  same  done  by  enemies.  They  have  left  ug,  to  live 
under  the  government  of  their  King  m  England  and 
Nova  Scotia.  We  do  not  miss  them,  nor  wish  thdr 
return ;  nor  do  we  envy  them  their  present  happiness. 

The  accounts  you  give  me  of  the  great  prospects 
you  have  respecting  your  manufactures,  agriculture^ 
and  commerce,  are  pleasing  to  me ;  for  I  still  love  Eng- 
land and  wish  it  prosperity.  You  tell  me,  that  the 
government  of  France  is  abundandy  punbhed  (or  its 
treachery  to  England  in  assisting  us.  You  might  also 
have  remarked,  that  the  government  of  England  had 
been  punished  for  its  treachery  to  France  in  assisting 
the  Corsicans,  and  in  seizing  her  ships  in  time  of  full 
peace,  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war.  I  be- 
lieve governments  are  pretty  near  equal  in  honesty, 
and  cannot  with  much  propriety  praise  their  own  in 
preference  to  that  of  their  neighbours. 

You  do  me  too  much  honor  in  naming  me  with 
Timoleon.  I  am  like  him  only  in  retiring  from  my 
public  labors;  which  indeed  my  stone,  and  other  in- 
firmities of  age,  have  made  indispensably  necessary* 

I  hope  you  are  by  this  time  returned  from  your  vint 
to  your  native  country,  and  that  the  journey  has  givea 
a  firmer  consistence  to  your  health.    Mr.  Penn's  prop- 
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erty  in  this  country,  which  you  inquire  about,  is  still 
nnmensely  great;  and  I  understand  he  has  received 
ample  compensation  in  England  for  the  part  he  lost. 

I  think  you  have  made  a  happy  choice  of  rural 
amusements;  the  protection  of  the  bees,  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  hop  insect.  I  wish  success  to  your 
experiments,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  result. 
Your  Theory  of  Insects  appears  the  most  ingenious 
and  plausible  of  any,  that  have  hitherto  been  proposed 
bj  philosophers. 

Oar  new  Constitution  is  now  established  with  eUoen 
States,  and  the  accession  of  a  twelfth  is  soon  expected. 
We  have  had  one  session  of  Congress  under  it,  which 
was  conducted  with  remarkable  prudence,  and  a  good 
deal  of  unanimity.  Our  late  harvests  were  plentiful, 
and  our  produce  still  fetches  a  good  price,  through 
an  abundant  f^eign  demand  and  the  flourishing  state 
of  our  conunerce.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   M.   L£   ROT. 

On  the  Affairs  of  France. 

Philadelphia,  13  November,  1789. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  year,  since  I  have  heard 
from  my  dear  friend  Le  Roy.  What  can  be  the  reason? 
Are  you  still  living?  Or  have  the  mob  of  Paris  mis- 
taken the  head  of  a  monopolizer  of  knowledge,  for  a 
mcnu^lizer  of  com,  and  paraded  it  about  the  streets 
upoii  a  pole. 

Great  part  of  the  news  we  have  had  from  Paris,  for 
near  a  year  past,  has  been  very  afflictmg.  I  smcerdy 
wish  and  pray  it  may  all  end  well  and  happy,  both 

VOL.  X.  52  II 
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for  the  King  and  the  nation.  The  voice  of  PhilosojAy 
I  apprehend  can  hardly  be  heard  among  those  tu- 
mults. If  any  thing  material  in  that  way  had  occurred, 
I  am  persuaded  you  would  hare  acquainted  me  with 
it.  However,  pray  let  me  hear  from  you  a  little  of- 
tener ;  for,  though  the  distance  is  great,  and  the  means 
of  conveying  letters  not  very  regular,  a  year's  silence 
between  friends  must  needs  give  uneasiness. 

Our  new  Constitution  is  now  established,  and  has  an 
appearance  that  promises  permanency;  but  in  this 
world  nothing  can  be  said  to  be  certam,  except  death 
and  taxes. 

My  health  contmues  much  as  it  has  been  fir  some 
time,  except  that  I  grow  thmner  and  weaker,  so  that 
I  cannot  expect  to  hold  out  much  longer. 

My  respects  to  your  good  brother,  and  to  our  friends 
of  the  Academy,  which  always  has  my  best  wishes 
for  its  prosperity  and  glory.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend, 
and  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affectionatelj, 

B.   FRAKKIUr. 


TO   DAYID   HARTLEY. 

Convulsions  in  France.  —  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 


PhilAdelphu,  4  Deeanbor  im. 

My  very  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  favor  of  August  last.    Your  kind 

condolences  on  the  painful  state  of  my  health  are  raj 

obliging.    I  am  thankful  to  God,  however,  that,  among 

the  numerous  ills  human  life  is  subject  to,  one  only  of 

any  importance  is  faUen  to  my  lot ;  and  that  so  late  as 

almost  to  insure  that  it  can  be  but  of  short  duratkxb 

The  convulsions  m  France  are  attended  with 
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disagreeable  circumstances ;  but  if  by  the  struggle  she 
obtains  and  secures  for  the  nation  its  future  liberty,  and 
a  good  constitution,  a  few  years'  enjoyment  of  those 
blessings  will  amply  repay  all  the  damages  their  ac- 
quisition may  have  occasioned.  God  grant,  that  not 
only  the  love  of  liberty,  but  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  rights  of  man,  may  pervade  all  the  natbns  of  the 
earth,  so  that  a  philosopher  may  set  his  foot  anywhere 
on  its  surface,  and  say,  "This  is  my  country.** 

Your  wishes  for  a  cordial  and  perpetual  friendship 
between  Britain  and  her  ancient  colonies  are  manifest- 
ed contmually  in  every  one  of  your  letters  to  me; 
something  of  my  disposition  on  the  same  subject  may 
appear  to  you  in  casting  your  eye  over  the  enclosed 
paper.  I  do  not  by  this  opportunity  send  you  any  of 
our  Gazettes,  because  the  postage  from  Liverpod 
would  be  more  than  they  are  worth.  I  can  now  only 
add  my  best  wishes  of  every  kmd  of  felicity  for  the 
three  amiable  Hartleys,  to  whom  I  have  the  honor  of 
being  an  affectionate  friend  and  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  B.  Frankun. 


TO    MRS.   JANE    MECOM. 

Phikdelphia,  17  December,  1789. 

Dear  Sister, 
You  tell  me  you  are  desired  by  an  acquaintance  to 
ask  my  opinion,  whether  the  general  circumstances 
mentioned  in  the  history  of  Baron  Trenck  are  founded 
in  fact ;  to  which  I  can  only  answer,  that,  of  the  great- 
est part  of  those  circumstances,  the  scene  being  laid  in 
Germany,  I  must  consequently  be  very  ignorant;  but 
of  what  he  says  as  having  passed  m  France,  between 
the  ministers  of  that  country,  himseU^  and  me,  I  can 
speak  positively,  that  it  is  founded  in  falsehood,  and 
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that  the  fact  can  only  serve  to  confound,  as  I  never 
saw  him  in  that  country,  nor  ever  knew  or  heard  of 
him  anywhere,  till  I  met  with  the  abovementioned  his- 
tory in  print,  in  the  German  language,  m  which  he 
ventured  to  relate  it  as  a  fact,  that  I  had,  with  those 
ministers,  solicited  him  to  enter  into  the  American 
service.  A  translation  of  that  book  into  French  has 
since  been  printed,  but  the  translator  has  omitted  that 
pretended  fact,  probably  from  an  apprehension,  that  its 
bemg  in  that  country  known  not  to  be  true  might  hurt 
the  credit  and  sale  of  the  translation. 

I  thank  you  for  the  sermon  on  Sacred  Music.  I 
have  read  it  with  pleasure.  I  think  it  a  very  iDgenious 
composition.  You  will  say  this  is  natural  enough,  if 
you  read  what  I  have  formerly  written  on  the  same 
subject  in  one  of  my  printed  letters,  wherein  you  wiD 
find  a  perfect  agreement  of  sentiment  respecting  ihe 
complex  music,  of  late,  in  my  opinion,  too  much  in 
vogue ;  it  being  only  pleasing  to  learned  ears,  which  can 
be  delighted  with  the  difficulty  of  execution,  instead 
of  harmody  and  melody.*    Your  affectionate  brother. 

B.  Franklut. 


TO   NOAH    WEBSTER. 

On  the  English  Language.  —  Improper  Use  of  curiam 
Words  in  America.  —  Universality  of  the  Drench 
Language.  —  Improvements  in  Printing. 

Philadelphia,  96  DeeenAmf  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  some  time  since  your  DissertaHone  on  lie 
English  Language.    The  book  was  not  accompanied 

•  See  Vol.  VI.  pp.  969;  968. 
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by  any  letter  or  message,  informing  me  to  whom  I  am 
oblig^  for  it,  but  I  suppose  it  is  to  yourself.  It  is  an 
excellent  woi^,  and  will  be  greatly  useful  in  turning 
the  thoughts  of  our  countrymen  to  correct  writing. 
Please  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  great  honor  you 
have  done  me  in  its  dedication.  I  ought  to  have  made 
this  acknowledgment  sooner,  but  much  indisposition 
prevented  me. 

I  cannot  but  applaud  your  zeal  for  preserving  the 
purity  of  our  language,  both  in  its  expressions  and 
pronunciation,  and  m  correcting  the  popular  errors  sev- 
erd  of  our  States  are  continually  falling  into  with 
respect  to  both.  Give  me  leave  to  mention  some  of 
them,  though  possibly  they  may  have  already  occurred 
to  you.  I  wish,  however,  in  some  future  publication 
of  yours,  you  would  set  a  discountenancing  mark  upon 
Ihem.  The  first  I  remember  is  the  word  improved. 
When  I  left  New  England,  in  the  year  1723,  this  word 
had  never  been  used  among  us,  as  far  as  I  know,  but 
m  the  sense  of  ameliorated  or  made  better,  except 
once  m  a  very  old  book  of  Dr.  Mather's,  entitled  Re- 
markable Providences.  As  that  eminent  man  wrote  a 
very  obscure  hand,  I  remember  that  when  I  read  that 
word  in  his  book,  used  instead  of  the  word  imployedy 
I  conjectured  it  was  an  error  of  the  printer,  who  had 
mistaken  a  too  short  /  m  the  writing  for  an  r,  and  a  y 
with  too  short  a  tail  for  a  t?;  whereby  imployed  was 
converted  into  improved. 

But  when  I  returned  to  Boston,  in  1733,  I  found 
this  change  had  obtained  favor,  and  was  then  become 
common ;  for  I  met  with  it  often  in  perusing  the  news- 
papers, where  it  frequently  made  ah  appearance  rather 
ridiculous.  Such,  for  instance,  as  the  advertisement 
of  a  country-house  to  be  sold,  which  had  been  many 
years  improved  as  a  tavern ;  and,  m  the  character  of  a 

II* 
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deceased  country  gentleman,  that  he  had  been  for  more 
than  thirty  years  improved  as  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
This  use  of  the  word  improved  is  peculiar  to  New 
England,  and  not  to  be  met  with  among  any  other 
speakers  of  English,  either  on  thb  or  the  other  side 
of  the  water. 

During  my  late  absence  in  France,  I  find  that  sev- 
eral other  new  words  have  been  mtroduced  into  our 
parliamentary  language;  for  example,  I  find  a  veib 
formed  from  the  substantive  notice ;  I  should  not  have 
NOTICED  IhiSj  were  it  not  that  the  gentleman,  &c.  Also 
another  verb  from  the  substantive  advocate;  TTie  gen^ 
tleman  who  advocates  or  has  advocated  that  mih 
tion,  &c.  Another  from  the  substantive  progress^  the 
most  awkward  and  abominable  of  the  three ;  The  cam- 
mitteey  having  progressed,  resolved  to  adjourn.  The 
word  opposed^  though  not  a  new  word,  I  find  used  in 
a  new  manner,  as,  The  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to 
this  measure ;  to  which  I  have  also  myself  always  been 
OPPOSED.  If  you  should  happen  to  be  of  my  ojmiioQ 
with  respect  to  these  mnovations,  you  will  use  your 
authority  in  reprobating  them. 

The  Latin  language,  long  the  vehicle  used  in  dis- 
tributing knowledge  among  the  different  nations  of 
Europe,  is  daily  more  and  more  neglected;  and  one 
of  the  modem  tongues,  viz.  the  French,  seems  in  pdnt 
of  universality  to  have  supplied  its  place.  It  is  spoken 
in  all  the  courts  of  Europe ;  and  most  of  the  literati^ 
those  even  who  do  not  speak  it,  have  acquired  knowl- 
edge enough  of  it  to  enable  them  easily  to  read  the 
books  that  are  written  in  it.  This  gives  a  considera- 
ble advantage  to  that  nation ;  it  enables  its  authors  to 
incuk^te  and  spread  throughout  other  nations  such 
sentiments  and  opinions  on  important  points,  as  an 
most  conducive  to  its  mterests,  or  which  may  contribute 
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to  its  reputation  by  promoting  the  common  mterests 
o(  mankind  It  is  perhaps  owmg  to  its  being  written 
m  French,  that  Voltaire's  treatise  on  Toleration  has 
had  so  sudden  and  so  great  an  effect  on  the  bigotiy 
o(  Europe,  as  almost  entirely  to  disarm  it.  The  general 
use  of  the  French  language  has  likewise  a  very  ad- 
vantageous effect  on  the  profits  of  the  bookselling 
branch  of  commerce,  it  bemg  well  known,  that  the 
more  copies  can  be  sold  that  are  struck  off  from  one 
composition  of  types,  the  profits  increase  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  they  do  in  making  a  great 
number  of  pieces  in  any  other  kbd  of  manufacture. 
And  at  present  there  is  no  capital  town  in  Europe 
vnthout  a  French  bookseller's  shop  corresponding  with 
Paris. 

Our  English  bids  fair  to  obtain  the  second  place. 
The  great  body  of  excellent  printed  sermons  in  our 
language,  and  the  fi^edom  of  our  writmgs  on  political 
subjects,  have  induced  a  number  of  divines  of  different 
sects  and  nations,  as  well  as  gentlemen  concerned  in 
public  affairs,  to  study  it ;  so  far  at  least  as  to  read  it 
And  if  we  were  to  endeavour  the  facilitating  its  pro- 
gress, the  study  of  our  tongue  might  become  much  more 
general.  Those,  who  have  employed  some  parts  erf 
their  time  in  learning  a  new  language,  have  fi^quendy 
observed,  that,  while  their  acquamtance  with  it  was  im- 
perfect, difficulties  small  in  themselves  operated  as  great 
ones  in  obstructing  their  progress.  A  book,  for  exam- 
ple, ill  printed,  or  a  pronunciation  in  speaking,  not  well 
articulated,  would  render  a  sentence  unintelligible; 
which,  from  a  clear  print  or  a  distinct  speaker,  would 
have  been  immediately  comprehended.  If  therefore  we 
would  have  the  benefit  of  seeing  our  language  more 
generally  known  among  mankind,  we  should  endeavour 
to  remove  all  the  difficulties,  however  small,  that  dis- 
courage the  learning  it 


416  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [JfiT.89L 

But  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that,  of  late  years,  those 
difficulties,  instead  of  being  diminished,  have  been  aug- 
mented. In  examining  the  English  books,  that  were 
printed  between  the  Restoration  and  the  accession  of 
George  the  Second,  we  may  observe,  that  all  substat^ 
fives  were  begun  with  a  capital,  in  which  we  imitated 
our  mother  tongue,  the  German.  This  was  more  par- 
ticularly useful  to  those,  who  were  not  well  acquamted 
with  the  English ;  there  being  such  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  our  words,  that  are  both  verbs  and  substantwes^ 
and  spelled  in  the  same  manner,  though  often  accented 
differently  in  the  pronunciation. 

This  method  has,  by  the  fancy  of  printers,  of  hte 
years  been  laid  aside,  from  an  idea,  that  suppresang 
the  capitals  shows  the  character  to  greater  advantage; 
those  letters  prominent  above  the  line  disturbing  its 
even  regular  appearance.  The  effect  of  this  change 
is  so  considerable,  that  a  learned  man  of  France,  who 
used  to  read  our  books,  though  not  perfectly  acquainted 
vnth  our  language,  in  conversation  with  me  on  die 
subject  of  our  authors,  attributed  the  greater  obscarhy 
he  found  in  our  modem  books,  compared  with  those 
of  the  period  above  mentioned,  to  change  of  style  (or 
the  worse  in  our  writers ;  of  which  mistake  I  convinced 
him,  by  marking  for  him  each  substantive  with  a  cafxtal 
in  a  paragraph,  which  he  then  easily  understood,  though 
before  he  could  not  comprehend  it  This  shows  the 
inconvenience  of  that  pretended  improvement 

From  the  same  fondness  for  an  even  and  uniform 
appearance  of  characters  in  the  line,  the  printers  have 
of  late  banished  also  the  Italic  types,  in  which  woids 
of  importance  to  be  attended  to  m  the  sense  of  (he 
sentence,  and  words  on  which  an  emphasis  shoidd 
be  put  in  reading,  used  to  be  printed.  And  latdj 
another  fancy  has  induced  some  printers  to  use  the 
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short  round  Sj  instead  of  the  long  one,  which  fimneriy 
served  well  to  distbguisjb  a  word  readily  by  its  varied 
appearance.  Certainly  the  omittmg  this  prominent  let- 
ter makes  the  line  appear  more  even;  but  renders 
it  less  immediately  legible;,  as  the  paring  all  men's 
noses  might  smooth  and  level  their  faces,  but  would 
render  their  physiognomies  less  distmgubhable. 

Add  to  all  these  improvements  backuxxrdSf  another 
modem  fancy,  that  grey  printmg  is  more  beautiful  than 
black;  hence  the  English  new  books  are  printed  in 
so  dim  a  character,  as  to  be  read  with  difficulty  by 
old  eyes,  unless  in  a  very  strong  light  and  with  good 
passes.  Whoever  compares  a  volume  of  the  Gentle* 
man^s  Magazine^  printed  between  the  years  1731  and 
1740,  with  one  of  those  printed  in  the  last  ten  years, 
will  be  convinced  of  the  much  greater  degree  of  per- 
sjncuity  given  by  black  ink  than  by  grey.  Lord  Ches*- 
terfield  [deasandy  remarked  this  difference  to  Faulkener, 
the  printer  of  the  Dublin  Journal^  who  was  vainly 
makmg  encomiums  on  his  own  paper,  as  the  most  com- 
{Jete  of  any  m  the  world ;  **  But,  Mr.  Faulkener,''  said 
my  Lord,  ^^  don't  you  think  it  might  be  still  fieuther 
improved  by  usmg  paper  and  ink  not  quite  so  near 
of  a  color?"  For  all  these  reasons  I  cannot  but  wish, 
that  our  American  printers  would  m  their  editions  avoid 
these  fancied  improvements,  and  thereby  render  their 
works  more  agreeable  to  foreigners  in  Eur(q)e,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  our  booksellmg  commerce. 

Further,  to  be  more  sensible  of  the  advantage  of 
dear  and  distinct  printing,  let  us  consider  the  assistance 
it  affords  in  reading  well  aloud  to  an  auditory.  In  so 
doing  the  eye  generally  slides  forward  three  or  four 
words  before  the  voice.  If  the  sight  clearly  distin- 
guishes what  the  coming  words  are,  it  gives  time  to 
order  the  modulation  of  the  voice  to  express  them 
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properly.  But,  if  they  are  obscurely  printed,  or  dis- 
guised by  omitting  the  capitals  and  long  s*8  or  other- 
wise, the  reader  is  apt  to  modulate  wrong;  and,  findmg 
he  has  done  so,  he  is  obliged  to  go  back  and  begin 
the  sentence  again,  which  lessens  the  pleasure  of  the 
hearers. 

This  leads  me  to  mention  an  old  error  in  our  mode 
of  printing.  We  are  sensible,  that,  when  a  question  is 
met  with  in  reading,  there  is  a  proper  variation  to  be 
used  in  the  management  of  the  voice.  We  have  there- 
fore a  point  called  an  mterrogation,  affixed  to  the 
question  in  order  to  distinguish  it  But  this  is  ab- 
surdly placed  at  its  end,;  so  that  the  reader  does  not 
discover  it,  till  he  finds  he  has  wrongly  modulated  his 
voice,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  begm  agsun  the  sen- 
tence. To  prevent  this,  the  Spanish  printers^  more 
sensibly,  place  an  interrogation  at  the  beginning  as  wdl 
as  at  the  end  of  a  question.  We  have  another  emr 
of  the  same  kmd  m  printing  plays,  where  something 
dlen  occurs  that  is  marked  as  spoken  aride.  But  the 
word  aside  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  speech,  when 
it  ought  to  precede  it,  as  a  direction  to  the  reader, 
that  he  may  govern  his  voice  accordingly.  The  pne- 
tice  of  our  ladies  m  meeting  five  or  six  together  to  fiom 
a  little  busy  party,  w^here  each  is  empbyed  in  sane 
useful  work  while  one  reads  to  them,  is  so  commeiida- 
ble  in  itself,  that  it  deserves  the  attentbn  of  antfaon 
and  printers  to  make  it  as  pleasing  as  possible,  bodi 
to  the  reader  and  hearers. 

After  these  general  observations,  permit  me  to  make 
one  that  I  imagine  may  regard  your  mteresL*  It  is  that 
your  Spellifig  Book  is  miserably  printed  here,  so  as  in 
many  places  to  be  scarcely  legible,  and  on  wretched 
paper.  If  this  is  not  attended  to,  and  the  new  one 
lately  advertised  as  coming  out  should  be  preferable  in 
these  respects,  it  may  hurt  the  future  sale  of  yours. 
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I  congratulate  you  on  your  marriage,  of  which  the 
newspapers  inform  me.  My  best  wishes  attend  you, 
Imng  with  smcere  esteem,  Sir,  &c 

B.  Frakkun. 


FROM   JOHN  PAUL  JONES   TO  B.   FRANKLIN. 

On  his  kaving  the  Employment  of  the  Empress 
of  Russia. 

Amsterdam,  27  Oeceniber,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  documents,  fh)m  my  friend  the  Count 
de  S^gur,  IVTmister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, will  explain  to  you  in  some  degree  my  reasons 
for  leaving  Russia,  and  the  danger  to  which  I  was 
eiposed  by  the  dark  intrigues  and  mean  subterfuges 
of  Asiatic  jealousy  and  malice.  Your  former  friendship 
tot  me,  which  I  remember  with  particular  satisfaction, 
«d  have  ever  been  ambitious  to  merit,  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  exerted  in  the  kind  use  you  will  make  of  the  three 
pieces  I  now  send  you,  for  my  justification  in  the 
ejres  of  my  friends  in  America,  whose  good  opmion  is 
dearer  to  me  than  any  thing  else.  I  wrote  to  the  £m- 
preis  from  Warsaw  in  the  beginnmg  of  October,  with 
a  copy  of  my  Journal,  which  will  show  her  Majesty  how 
much  she  has  been  deceived  by  the  account  she  had 
of  OBT  maritime  operations  last  campaign.  I  can  easily 
prove  to  the  world,  that  I  have  been  treated  unjustly ; 
but  I  intend  to  remain  silent,  at  least  till  I  know  the 
iite  of  my  Journal 

I  shall  remain  in  Europe  till  after  the  opening  of 
die  next  campaign,  and  perhaps  longer  before  I  return 
to  America.  From  thf  troubles  in  Brabant,  and  the 
measures  now  pursuing  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  I  pre- 
sume that  peace  is  yet  a  distant  object,  and  that  the 
Baltic  will  witness  warmer  work  than  it  has  yet  done. 
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On  the  death  of>  Admiral  Greig,  I  was  last  year  caUed 
from  the  Black  Sea,  by  the  Empress,  to  command  a 
squadron  m  the  Baltic.  This  set  the  mvention  of  all 
my  enemies  and  rivals  at  work,  and  the  event  has 
proved,  that  the  Empress  cannot  always  do  as  she 
pleases.    I  am,  with  smcere  affection,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

J.  Paul  Joites. 

P.  S.    It  b  this  day  ten  years  since  I  left  the  Texd 
in  the  JlUiance. 


TO  . 

Construction  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  F\ranu 
and  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  19  Jtnuaij,  1790L 

Sir, 

I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing to  me  respecting  the  construction  of  the  eteventfa 
article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between  France  and 
the  United  States.  I  was  indeed  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  makmg  that  treaty,  but  the  Commissionen 
have  no  right  to  explain  the  treaty.  Its  explanatkm 
is  to  be  sought  for  in  its  own  words,  and,  m  case  it 
cannot  be  clearly  found  there,  then  by  an  applicatioii 
to  the  contracting  powers. 

I  certainly  conceived,  that  when  the  droit  ^aubaine 
was  relinquished  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  the  relinquishing  clause  was  meant  to  extend 
to  all  the  dominions  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty ;  and 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  this  would  not  be  denied,  if  an 
explanation  were  requested  of  the  court  of  France ;  and 
It  ought  to  be  done,  if  any  difficulties  arise  on  this 
subject  in  the  French  Islands,  which  thdr  courts  do 
not  determine  m  our  favor.  But,  before  Ccmgress  is 
petitioned  to  make  such  request,  I  imag^e  it  would 
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be  proper  to  have  the  case  tried  in  siQine  of  the  West 
India  islands,  and  the  petition  made  in  consequence  of  a 
determination  against  us.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklht. 


FROM    EZRA    STILES,  PRESIDENT    OF   YALE   COLLEGE, 
TO    B.    FRANKUN. 

Requesting  a  Portrait  of  Dr.  Franklin  for  Yak  College. 
—  Inquiry  respecting  his  religious  Sentiments. 

Yale  CoUeg^e,  28  Janaarj,  ITM. 

Sir, 
We  have  lately  received  Governor  Yale's  portrait 
from  his  family  in  London,  and  deposited  it  m  the 
College  Library,  where  is  also  deposited  one  of  Gov- 
ernor SaltonstalPs.  I  have  also  long  wished  that  we 
might  be  honored  with  that  of  Dr.  Frankluk  In  the 
course  of  your  long  life,  you  may  probably  have  be- 
come possessed  of  several  portraits  of  yourself.  Shall 
I  take  too  great  a  liberty  in  humbly  asking  a  donation 
of  one  of  them  to  Yale  College  ?  You  obliged  me  with 
a  mezzotinto  picture  of  yourself  many  years  ago,  which 
I  often  view  with  pleasure.  But  the  canvass  is  more 
permanent.  We  wish  to  be  possessed  of  the  durable 
resemblance  of  the  American  Patriot  and  Philosopher. 
You  have  merited  and  received  all  the  honors  of  the 
republic  of  letters;  and  are  going  to  a  worid,  where 
all  sublunary  glories  will  be  lost  in  the  glories  of  im- 
mortality. Should  you  shine  throughout  the  intellectual 
and  stellary  universe,  with  the  eminence  and  distin- 
guished lustre,  with  which  you  have  appeared  in  this 
litde  detached  part  of  the  creation,  you  would  be,  what 
I  most  fervently  wish  to  you,  Sir,  whatever  may  be 
my  fate  in  eternity.     The  grand  climacteric,  in  which 
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I  now  am,  reminds  me  of  the  interesting  scenes  of 
futurity. 

You  know,  Sir,  that  I  am  a  Christian,  and  would  to 
Heaven  all  others  were  such  as  I  am,  except  my  im- 
perfections and  deficiencies  of  moral  character.  As 
much  as  I  know  of  Dr.  Franklin,  I  have  not  an  idea 
of  his  religious  sentiments.  I  wish  to  know  the  opinion 
of  my  venerable  friend  concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
He  will  not  impute  this  to  impertinence  or  improper 
curiosity,  in  one,  who  for  so  many  years  has  continued 
to  love,  estimate,  and  reverence  his  abilities  and  literaiy 
character,  with  an  ardor  and  affection  bordering  on 
adoration.  If  I  have  said  too  much,  let  the  request  be 
blotted  out,  and  be  no  more;  and  yet  I  shall  never 
cease  to  wish  you  that  happy  immortality,  which  I 
believe  Jesus  alone  has  purchased  (or  the  virtuous  and 
truly  good  of  every  religious  denominatbn  in  Chris- 
tendom, and  for  those  of  every  age,  nation,  and  mythol- 
ogy, who  reverence  the  Deity,  are  filled  with  mt^rity, 
righteousness,  and  benevolence.  Wishing  you  every 
blessing,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Ezra  Stilss. 


TO    EZRA    STILES. 

Consents  to  have  his  Portrait  taken.  —  Explauu  Hi 
Sentiments  on  Religious  Subjects. 

Philadelphia,  9  Mmk,  MML 
Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  January  28th,  and  am 
glad  you  have  at  length  received  the  portrait  cf  Gover- 
nor Yale  from  his  family,  and  deposited  it  in  the  CSoi* 
lege  Library.  He  was  a  great  and  good  man,  and  had 
the  merit  of  doing  infinite  service  to  your  country  by 
his  munificence  to  that  institution.     The  honor  joa 
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propose  doing  me  by  placing  mine  in  the  same  room 
with  his,  is  much  too  great  for  my  deserts;  but  you 
always  had  a  partiality  for  me,  and  to  that  it  must  be 
ascribed.  I  am  however  too  much  obliged  to  Tale 
College,  the  first  learned  society  that  took  notice  of  me 
and  adorned  me  with  its  honors,  to  refuse  a  request 
that  comes  from  it  through  so  esteemed  a  friend.  But 
I  do  not  think  any  one  of  the  portraits  you  mention, 
as  in  my  possession,  worthy  of  the  situation  and  com- 
pany you  propose  to  place  it  in.  You  have  an  ex- 
cellent artist  lately  arrived.  If  he  will  undertake  to 
make  one  for  you,  I  shall  cheerfully  pay  the  expense ; 
but  he  must  not  delay  setting  about  it,  or  I  may  slip 
through  his  fingers,  for  I  am  now  in  my  eighty-fifth 
year,  and  very  bfirm. 

I  send  with  this  a  very  learned  work,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  on  the  ancient  Samaritan  Coins,  lafely  printed  in 
Spain,  and  at  least  curious  for  the  beauty  of  the  im- 
pression. Please  to  accept  it  for  your  College  Li- 
brary. I  have  subscribed  for  the  Encyclopaedia  now 
printing  here,  with  the  intention  of  presenting  it  to  the 
College.  I  shall  probably  depart  before  the  work  is 
finished,  but  shall  leave  directions  for  its  continuance 
to  the  end.  With  this  you  will  receive  some  of  the 
first  numbers. 

You  desire  to  know  something  of  my  religion.  It  is 
the  first  time  I  have  been  questioned  upon  it.  But  I 
cannot  take  your  curiosity  amiss,  and  shall  endeavour 
in  a  few  words  to  gratify  it.  Here  is  my  creed.  I  be- 
lieve in  one  God,  the  creator  of  the  universe.  That 
he  governs  it  by  his  Providence.  That  he  ought  to 
be  worshipped.  That  the  most  acceptable  service  we 
render  to  him  is  doing  good  to  his  other  children. 
That  the  soul  of  man  is  immortal,  and  will  be  treated 
with  justice  in  another  life  respecting  its  condtK^  in  this. 
These  I  take  to  be  the  fundamental  pomts  in  all  sooad 


424  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [iBT.84. 

religion,  and  I  regard  them  as  you  do  in  whatever 
sect  I  meet  with  them. 

As  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  my  opinion  of  whom  you 
parUcularly  desire,  I  think  his  system  of  morals  and 
his  religion,  as  he  left  them  to  us,  the  best  the  worid 
ever  saw  or  is  like  to  see ;  but  I  apprehend  it  has 
received  various  corrupting  changes,  and  I  have,  with 
most  of  the  present  Dissenters  in  England,  some  doubts 
as  to  his  Divinity;  though  it  is  a  question  I  do  not 
dogmatize  upon,  having  never  studied  it,  and  think  it 
needless  to  busy  myself  with  it  now,  when  I  expect 
soon  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  truth  with  less 
trouble.  I  see  no  harm,  however,  in  its  being  believed^ 
if  that  belief  has  the  good  consequence,  as  probably 
it  has,  of  making  his  doctrines  more  respected  and  more 
observed ;  especially  as  I  do  not  perceive,  that  the  Su- 
preme takes  it  amiss,  by  distinguishing  the  unbelieven 
in  his  government  of  the  worid  with  any  peculiar  maiks 
of  his  displeasure. 

I  shall  only  add,  respecting  myself,  that,  haraig  ex- 
perienced the  goodness  of  that  Being  m  conducting 
me  prosperously  through  a  long  life,  I  have  no  doubt 
of  its  continuance  m  the  next,  though  without  the 
smaUest  conceit  of  meriting  such  goodness.  My  sen- 
timents on  this  head  you  will  see  in  the  copy  of  an 
old  letter  enclosed,*  which  I  wrote  in  answer  to  one 
from  an  old  religionist,  whom  I  had  relieved  in  a  par- 
alytic case  by  electricity,  and  who,  being  afraid  I  should 
grow  proud  upon  it,  sent  me  his  serious  though  rather 
impertinent  caution.  I  send  you  also  the  copy  of  an- 
other letter,t  which  will  show  something  of  my  diqx>- 

•  Probably  the  letter  said  to  have  been  written  to  Whilafield.    Bm 

Vol.  vn.  p.  74. 

t  It  is  uncertain  what  letter  is  here  alluded  to,  but  probably  the  mm 
mppoeed  to  have  been  written  to  Thomaa  PaiiM.  8te  abim,  pi  WSk* 
See  alM  Vol.  VII.  pp.  6,  8,  113, 261,  967. 
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mtiaa   rdatmg   to  religion.     With  great  and  sincere 
esteem  and  affection,  I  am,  &c 

B.  Frakklin:. 

P.  8.  Had  not  your  College  some  present  (A  books 
fixMa  the  King  of  France?  Please  to  let  me  know,  if 
you  had  an  expectation  given  you  oi  more,  and  the 
wM&te  of  that  expectation?    I  have  a  reason  for  the 

I  confide,  that  you  will  not  expose  me  to  criticisms 
censures  by  publishing  any  part  of  this  communi- 
to  you.  I  have  ever  let  others  enjoy  their  re^ 
^peue  sentknents,  without  reflecting  on  them  for  those 
diat  appeared  to  me  unsupportable  or  even  absurd. 
AM  seets  here,  and  we  have  a  great  variety,  have  ex- 
perienced my  good  will  in  assistmg  them  with  sub- 
eciiptkms  for  the  building  their  new  {daces  of  worship ; 
«Bd^  as  I  have  never  qpposed  any  of  their  doctrines,  I 
hope  to  go  out  of  the  world  in  peace  with  them  aH 


TO   MRS.   JANE   MECOM. 

Philadelphia,  24  March,  1790. 

Mt  dear  Sister, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  by  your  good  neighbour. 
Captain  Rich.  The  information  it  contamed,  that  you 
continue  well,  gave  me,  as  usual,  great  pleasure.  As 
to  myself  I  have  been  quite  free  from  pain  for  near 
three  weeks  past ;  and  therefore  not  being  obliged  to 
take  any  laudanum,  my  appetite  has  returned,  and  I 
have  recovered  some  part  of  my  strength.  Thus  I 
continue  to  live  on,  while  all  the  friends  of  my  youth 
have  left  me,  and  gone  to  join  the  majority.  I  have, 
however,  the  pleasure  of  continued  friendship  and  con- 
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versation  with  their  children  and  granddiildr^i.  I  do 
not  repine  at  my  malady,  though  a  severe  one,  when 
I  consider  how  well  I  am  provided  with  ev^y  coii- 
venience  to  palliate  it,  and  to  make  me  comfortable 
under  it ;  and  how  many  more  horrible  evils  the  human 
body  is  subject  to;  and  what  a  long  life  of  health  I 
have  been  blessed  with,  free  from  them  alL 

Tou  have  done  well  not  to  send  me  any  more 
fish  at  present  These  continue  good,  and  ghre  me 
pleasure. 

Do  you  know  any  thmg  of  our  sister  Sooths  dan^^- 
ter;  whether  she  is  still  living,  and  where?  This  fion- 
ily  join  in  love  to  you  and  yours,  and  to  cousiiui  Wil- 
liams, with  your  affectionate  brother, 

B.  FRAincLDr. 

P.  S.  It  is  early  in  the  morning,  and  I  write  in 
bed.  The  awkward  position  has  occasioned  the  crook- 
ed  Imes. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


Tbb  letters  in  the  following  Supplement  were  obtained  too  late 
to  be  inserted  in  the  order  of  their  dates.  Those  addiessed  to 
Charles  Thomson  have  been  obligingly  communicated  hy  Mr. 
William  B.  Reed,  of  Philadelphia,  who  received  the  origiiiak 
from  Mr.  John  Thomson,  of  Newark,  Delaware.  They  have 
never  before  been  printed.  The  letter  to  Jane  Mbcom,  near  the 
end  of  the  Supplement,  has  recently  been  pnbliahed  tot  the  first 
time  in  the  New  York  "Evtmng  SignoL" 


SUPPLEMENT. 


TO  CHARLES   THOMSON. 

Proprietary  Qovemment  in  Philadelphia. — Stanq)  JlcU 

Londoiiy  11  July,  176S. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  am  extremely  obliged  by  your  kind  letters  of  April 
12th  and  14th,  and  thank  you  for  the  intelligence  they 
contain.  The  outrages  continually  committed  by  those 
misguided  people,  will  doubtless  tend  to  convince  all 
the  considerate  on  your  side  of  the  water,  of  the  weak- 
ness of  our  present  government,  and  the  necessity  of 
a  change.  I  am  sure  it  will  contribute  towards  hasten- 
faig  that  change  here,  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  good 
will  be  brought  out  of  evil ;  and  yet  I  grieve  to  hear 
of  such  horrid  disorders.  The  letters  and  accounts 
boasted  of  from  the  Proprietor,  of  his  bemg  sure  of  his 
retaining  the  government,  as  well  as  those  of  the  sums 
oflTered  for  it,  which  the  people  will  be  obliged  to 
pay,  &LC.J  are  all  idle  tales,  fit  only  for  knaves  to  prc^- 
gate,  and  fools  to  believe.  A  little  time  will  dissipate 
all  the  smoke  they  can  radse  to  conceal  the  real  state 
of  things. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  ministry,  ever  since  the 
Parliament  rose,  has  stopped  all  proceedmg  in  public 
affairs,  and  ours  amongst  the  rest ;  but,  change  benig 
now  made,  we  shall  immediately  proceed,  and  with  a 
greater  cheerfubess,  as  some  we  had  reason  to  doubt 
of  are  removed,  and  some  particular  friends  are  put  in 
place.    What  you  mentioned  of  the  Lower  Counties  is 
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undoubtedly  right  Had  they  ever  sent  their  laws 
home,*  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  that  iniquitous  one 
of  priority  of  payment  to  residents  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  repealed.  But  the  end  of  all  these  things 
is  nigh ;  at  least,  it  seems  to  be  so. 

The  spiking  of  the  guns  was  an  audacious  piece  of 
villany,  by  whomsoever  done.  It  shows  the  necessity 
of  a  regular  enclosed  place  of  defence,  with  a  constant 
guard  to  take  care  of  what  belongs  to  it,  which,  when 
the  country  can  afford  it,  will,  I  hope,  be  provided. 

Depend  upon  it,  my  good  neighbour^  I  took  eveiy 
step  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the  Stamp 
Act  Nobody  could  be  more  concerned  and  interested 
than  myself,  to  oppose  it  smcerely  and  heartily.  But 
the  tide  was  too  strong  against  us.  The  nation  wm 
provoked  by  American  claims  of  mdependenoe^t  ud 
all  parties  jomed  in  resolving  by  this  act  to  settle  the 
point  We  might  as  well  have  hindered  the  son's 
setting.  That  we  could  not  do.  But  once  it  is  down^ 
my  friend,  and  it  may  be  long  before  it  rises  agaia^ 
let  us  make  as  good  a  night  of  it  as  we  can.  We  may 
stiU  light  candles.  Frugality  and  industry  witt  go  t 
great  way  towards  indemnifying  us.  Idleness  and 
pride  tax  with  a  heavier  hand  than  kings  and  pariiih 
ments.  If  we  can  get  rid  of  the  fonner,  we  may 
easily  get  rid  of  the  latter. 

My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Thomson;  Adieu,  my  dfiir 
friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Frahklot. 


*  By  home  here  u  meant  England,  a  conmum  ute  of  the  wofd 
the  Revolation. 

t  Clainu  to  an  independence  of  Pariiament,  in  regard  to  tho  powir«f 
taxing  the  cdoniate  without  their  conaent 
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TO    CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Expected  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act. 

LoodoD,  37  Felmiary,  1706. 

My  good  Friend  and  Neighbour, 
I  forgot  whether  I  before  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  your  kmd  letter  of  September  24th.  I  gave  an  ex- 
tract from  it  to  a  friend,  with  an  extract  from  mine  to 
which  it  was  an  answer,  and  he  printed  both  in  the 
London  Chronicle^  with  an  introduction  of  his  own; 
and  I  have  reprinted  every  thmg  from  America,  that  I 
diought  might  help  our  common  cause. 

We  at  length,  after  a  long  and  hard  struggle,  have 
gamed  so  much  ground,  that  there  is  now  little  doubt 
the  Stamp  Act  will  be  repealed,  and  reasonable  refief 
given  us  besides,  m  our  commercial  grievances,  and 
those  relating  to  our  currency.*  I  trust  the  behaviour 
of  the  Americans  on  the  occasion  will  be  so  prudent, 
decent,  and  grateful,  as  that  their  friends  here  will 
have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed,  and  that  our  enemies, 
who  predict  that  the  indulgence  of  Parliament  will 
only  make  us  more  insolent  and  ungovernable,  may 
find  themselves,  and  be  found,  false  prophets. 

My  respects  to  Mrs.  Thomson.  I  have  not  had 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  by  any  of  the  late 
opportunities,  but  am  so  bad  a  correspondent  myself 
that  I  have  no  right  to  take  exceptions,  and  am,  nevw- 
theless,  your  affectionate  friend  and  very  humble  set^ 
vant,  B.  Franklin. 


*  It  was  but  a  few  days  before  writing  this  letter,  that  Dr.  Franklin  was 
examined  in  Parliament  concerning  the  Stamp  Act    See  VoL  IV.  p.  161 
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TO   CHARLES   THOMSOK. 

Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Jlct. 

London,  S7  September,  1766. 

Dear  Friend  ai^d  Neighbour, 
I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  May  20ihf  whidi 
came  here  while  I  was  absent  in  Gennany.*  The 
favorable  sentiments  you  express  of  my  conduct,  with 
regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  give  me  real 
pleasure;  and  I  hope,  in  every  other  matter  of  public 
concern,  so  to  behave  myself  as  to  stand  fair  in  the 
opmion  of  the  wise  and  good,  and  what  the  rest  think 
and  say  of  me  will  then  give  me  less  concern. 

That  part  of  your  letter,  which  relates  to  the  situa- 
tion of  people's  minds  in  America  before  and  after  the 
repeal,  was  so  well  expressed,  and  in  my  opinion 
so  proper  to  be  generally  read  and  understood  here^ 
that  I  had  it  printed  in  the  London  Ckrcnick.  I 
had  the  pleasure  to  find,  that  it  did  good  in  seven! 
instances  within  my  knowledge- 
There  are  claimers  enough  of  merit  in  obtuning  the 
repeal.  But,  if  I  live  to  see  you,  I  wiU  let  you  know 
what  an  escape  we  had  in  the  beginning  of  the  affidr, 
and  how  much  we  were  obliged  to  what  the  i»t)&ne 
would  call  luckj  and  the  pious,  Providence. 

You  will  give  an  old  man  leave  to  say,  ^  My  love  to 
Mrs.  Thomson."  With  sincere  regard,  I  am  your  af- 
fectionate friend,  B.  Frakklut. 


*  He  had  recently  made  a  tour  through  Holland  andTuiooi  puticf 
Germany,  in  company  with  his  friend  Sir  John  Pringle. 
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TO    M.    LE    ROY. 

jSatkorskq)  of  the  ^^Farmefs  Letters.^ — Commercial 
Resolutions  in  America.  —  Political  Errors. 

London^  31  Janua^,  1769. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  obligmg  favor  of  November  15th,  I 
presented  your  compliments  to  Sir  John  Pringle,  who 
UBS  glad  with  me  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  and  de- 
sired me  to  offer  his  best  respects  whenever  I  wrote 
to  you.  The  Farmefs  Letters  were  written  by  one 
Bfr.  Dickmson,  of  Philadelphia,  and  not  by  me,  as  you 
seem  to  suppose.  I  only  caused  them  to  be  reprint- 
ed here  with  that  little  Preface^  and  had  no  other 
ha&d  m  them,  except  that  I  see  some  of  my  senti- 
ments formerly  published  are  collected^  and  interwoven 
with  those  of  others  and  his  own,  by  the  author.  I 
am  glad  they  afforded  you  any  amusement.  It  is  true, 
as  you  have  heard,  that  troops  are  posted  in  Boston, 
on  the  pretence  of  preventing  riots  and  protecting  the 
CQStom-house  officers;  but  it  is  also  true,  that  there 
was  no  intention  among  the  people  there,  to  oppose 
the  landing  of  those  troops,  or  to  resist  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  by  arms.  The  riots  talked  of  were 
sudden,  unpremeditated  things,  that  happened  only 
among  a  few  of  the  bwer  sort  Their  plan  of  making 
war  on  this  country  is  of  a  different  kmd.  It  is  to 
be  a  war  on  commerce  only,  and  consists  in  an  Abso- 
lute determination  to  buy  and  use  no  more  of  the 
manufactures  of  Britain,  till  the  act  is  repealed.  This 
is  already  agreed  to  by  four  provinces,  and  will  be  by 
all  the  rest  in  the  ensuing  summer.  Eleven  ships  now 
here  from  Boston  and  New  York,  which  would  have 
carried,  one  with  another,  fifty  thousand  pounds  ster- 
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ling  each  in  goods,  are  going  away  in  their  ballast,  as 
the  Parliament  seems  determined  not  to  repeal.  1  am 
iDclined  to  think,  however,  that  it  will  alter  its  mind 
before  the  end  of  the  session.  Otherwise  it  is  to  be 
feared  the  breach  will  grow  wider  by  successive  in- 
discretions on  both  sides. 

The  subject  you  propose  to  me,  the  consequences 
of  allowing  a  free  exportation  of  com,  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  of  the  Concurrence,  &c.,  is  a  veiy 
extensive  one;  and  I  have  been,  and  am  at  present, 
so  much  occupied  with  our  American  affairs,  as  that, 
if  I  were  ever  so  capable  of  handling  it,  I  have  not 
time  to  engage  in  it  at  present  to  any  purpose.  I 
think,  however,  with  you,  that  the  true  principles  of 
commerce  are  yet  but  little  understood,  and  that  most 
of  the  acts  of  Parliament,  arrets  and  edicts  of  princes 
and  states,  relating  to  commerce,  are  political  errors, 
solicited  and  obtained  by  particulars  for  private  inter- 
est, under  the  pretext  of  public  good. 

The  bearer  of  this.  Captain  Overy,  is  a  particular 
friend  of  mine,  who  now  only  passes  through  Paris 
for  Lyons  and  Nice,  but  in  his  return  may  stay  m 
your  city  some  time.  He  is  a  gendeman  of  excdlent 
character  and  great  merit,  and  as  such  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  him  to  your  civilities  and  advice,  which 
may  be  of  great  service  to  him,  as  he  is  quite  a 
stranger  in  Paris.  With  the  greatest  esteem  and 
respect,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  B.  Franklih. 

P.  S.  Your  English  is  extremely  good ;  but,  if  it 
is  more  easy  for  you  to  write  in  French,  do  not  give 
yourself  the  trouble  of  writing  in  English,  as  I  under- 
stand your  French  perfectly  well 
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TO    CHARLES   THOMSON.* 

Petition  of  the  First  Congress  presented  to  the  King 
and  Parliament.  —  Manner  in  which  it  was  receioed. 
-^Lord  Camden,-^ Lord  Chatham* s  Speech  and 
Plan  of  Conciliation. 

London,  5  February,  1775. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  duly  your  favors  of  November  1st,  by 
Captain  Falconer,  and  afterwards  that  of  Octob^ 
26tfa,  both  enclosing  the  letter  from  the  Congress,  and 
the  petition  to  the  King.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  first,  I  wrote  to  every  one  of  the  other  gen- 
demen  nominated,  and  desired  a  meeting  to  consuk 
on  the  mode  of  presenting  the  petition  committed  to 
our  care.  Three  of  them,  viz.  Mr.  Bm:ke,t  Mr.  Went- 
liorth,  and  Mr.  Life,  declined  being  concerned  in  it, 
and,  without  consulting  each  other,  gave  the  same 
reason,  viz.  that  they  had  no  instructions  relating  to 
it  It  rested  on  Mr.  Bollan,  Mr.  Lee,  and  myselC 
We  took  counsel  with  our  best  friends,  and  were  ad** 
fised  to  present  it  through  Lord  Dartmouth,  that  being 
the  reguku-  official  method,  and  the  only  one  in  which 
we  m^ht  on  occasion  call  for  an  answer,  t 

We  accordingly  waited  on  his  Lordship  with  it,  who 
irould  not  immediately  undertake  to  deliver  it,  but 
requested  it  might  be  left  with  him  to  peruse,  which 
was  done.    He  found   nothing  in  it  improper  for  him 

*  This  letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Thomson  as  Secretary  of  Congress. 

f  Mr.  Barke  was  at  this  time  agent  for  New  York,  in  which  capacity 
be  had  acted  for  several  years. 

t  It  was  resolved  in  Congress,  October  25th,  1774,  <«That  the  Address 
to  the  King  be  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  several  colony  agenfci,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  by  them  presented  to  his  Majesty ;  and  that  the 
agents  be  requested  to  call  in  the  aid  of  such  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
•i  are  esteemed  firm  friends  to  American  liberty.*' 
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to  present,  and,  afterwards  sendmg  for  us,  he  informed 
us,  that  he  had  presented  the  petition  to  his  Majesty, 
who  had  been  pleased  to  receive  it  veiy  gradoustyi 
and  to  command  him  to  tell  us  it  contamed  matters 
cS  such  importance,  that,  as  soon  as  they  met,  he 
would  lay  it  before  his  two  Houses  of  ParfiamenL 

We  then  consulted  on  the  publication,  and  were 
advbed  by  wise  and  able  men,  friends  of  America, 
whose  names  it  will  not  be  proper  to  mention,  by  no 
means  to  publish  it  till  it  should  be  before  Parliament, 
as  it  would  be  deemed  disrespectful  to  the  King. 
We  flattered  ourselves,  from  the  answer  given  by  Lord 
Dartmouth,  that  the  King  would  have  been  pleased  to 
recommend  it  to  the  consideration  o(  ParUame&C  by 
some  message ;  but  we  were  mistaken.  It  came  dowft 
among  a  great  heap  of  letters  of  intelligence  from 
governors  and  officers  in  America,  newspapers,  jgm^ 
phlets,  handbills,  &c.,  from  that  country,  the  last  in  Aft 
fist,  and  was  laid  upon  the  table  with  them,  undis* 
tinguished  by  any  particular  recommendation  of  it  to 
the  notice  of  either  House ;  and  I  do  not  find,  that  it 
has  had  any  further  notice  taken  of  it  as  yet,  than  that 
it  has  been  read  as  well  as  the  other  papers. 

To  draw  it  into  the  attention  of  the  House,  we  pe* 
titioned  to  be  heard  upon  it,  but  were  not  permitted ; 
and,  by  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  wliale 
House,  which  I  enclose,  you  will  see  that  it  has  made 
little  impression ;  and,  from  the  constant  refusal,  neglect 
or  discouragement  of  American  petitbns,  these  mmj 
years  past,  our  country  will  at  least  be  convinced,  that 
petitions  are  odious  here,  and  that  petitioning  is  far 
from  being  a  probable  means  of  obtaining  redress.  A 
firm,  steady,  and  faithful  adherence  to  the  non-con- 
sumption agreement,  is  the  only  thing  to  be  depended 
on.    It  begins  already  to  work,  (as  you  will  see  in  the 
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votes  of  the  Hoase),  by  producing  applications  from 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  it  must  finally 
lead  Parliament  into  reasonable  measures. 

At  present,  the  ministers  are  encouraged  to  proceed 
by  the  assurance  they  receive  from  America,  that  the 
people  are  not  unanimous;  that  a  very  great  part  of 
them  disapprove  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress, 
and  would  break  through  them,  if  there  was  in  the 
country  an  army  sufficient  to  support  these  friends,  as 
they  are  called,  of  government.  They  rely,  too,  on 
being  able  to  divide  us  still  further  by  various  means ; 
for  they  seem  to  have  no  conception,  that  such  a  thmg 
as  public  spirit  or  pubUc  virtue  anywhere  exbts.  I 
trust  they  will  find  themselves  totally  mistaken.  The 
CSongress  is  m  high  esteem  here  among  dl  the  fiiends 
of  liberty,  and  their  papers  much  admired;  perhaps 
nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  more  thoroughly  pub- 
lished, or  more  universally  read.  Lord  Camden  spoke 
highly  of  the  Americans  in  general,  and  of  the  Con- 
gress particularly,  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Lord  Chat- 
ham said,  that,  taking  the  whole  together^  and  consi- 
dering the  members  of  the  Congress  as  the  unsolicited, 
unbeseeched  choice  of  a  great,  free,  and  enlightened 
people;  their  unanimity,  their  moderation,  and  thek* 
wisdom ;  he  thought  it  the  most  honorable  assembly  of 
men,  that  had  ever  been  known ;  that  the  histories  of 
Greece  and  Rome  gave  us  nothing  equal  to  it  Lord 
Shelburne  would  not  admit,  that  the  Pariiament  of 
Britain  could  be  comparable  with  it,  a  Pariiament 
obeymg  the  dictates  of  a  ministry,  who,  m  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  were  governed  by  their  under  secretaries. 

You  will  see,  among  the  papers  herewith  sent,  the 
motion  made  by  Lord  Chatham,  as  preparatory  to  his 
plan,  viz.  that  the  troops  should  be  removed  finom 
Boston.    I  send,  also,  a  copy  of  the  plan  itself^  which 
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you  may  be  assured  is  genuine.  The  speeches  fahii- 
erto  published  as  his,  during  the  session,  are  i^nirioiia. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  the  Duke  of  Manchesler 
appeared  for  us  also  in  the  debate,  and  spoke  ex- 
fremely  well  Lord  Chatham's  bill,  though  om  so  im- 
portant a  subject,  and  offered  by  so  great  a  diameter^ 
and  supported  by  such  able  and  learned  speakers  as 
*  Camden,  &c.  &a,  was  treated  with  as  much  oontempit 
as  they  could  have  shown  to  a  ballad  offered  by  a 
drunken  porter.  It  was  rejected  on  a  sfight  readingi 
without  being  suffered  even  to  lie  on  the  taUe  for  the 
perusal  of  the  members. 

The  House  of  Commons,  too^  have  shown  aa  equal 
rashness  and  precipitation  in  matters  reqairing  the 
most  weighty  delib€a*ation,  refusing  to  hear,  and  €n» 
tering  hastily  into  violent  measures;  and  yet  tfab  s 
the  government,  whose  supreme  authority,  we  am 
to  have  our  throats  cut,  if  we  do  not  acknowledge^ 
and  whose  dictates  we  are  imphcidy  to  obey,  wUe 
their  conduct  hardly  entitles  them  to  conmon  respect 

The  agents  have  not  time  to  make  so  manycafNet 
of  the  papers  sent  with  this,  and,  indeed,  of  our  let* 
ter  to  the  Speakers  of  the  several  Assemblies,  as  wouU 
be  necessary,  to  send  one  for  each ;  we  tiierefcre  seed 
only  two,  one  by  Falconer,  and  the  other  by  Law* 
fence  to  New  York,  requesting,  that  you  will  get  iktm 
copied  at  Philadelphia,  and  forward  them  aoitkuwi 
and  southward,  one  to  each  Speaker,  at  the  earinA 
^conveyance.  It  is  thought  by  our  friends,  that  Lord 
Chatham's  plan,  if  it  had  been  enacted  here^ 
have  prevented  present  mischief,  and  might  have 
the  foundation  of  a  lasting  good  agreement ;  for,  (bough 
in  some  pdnts  it  might  not  perfectly  cdndde  widi  ov 
ideas  and  wishes,  we  should  have  proposed  modificatuH 
or  variations  where  we  should  jodge  them  ne 
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10  fine,  the  two  countries  might  have  met  m  perfect 
union.  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  be  treated  with  respect 
bf  fOttr  writers,  and  ks  anthor  honored  for  the  attempt; 
fiMr»  (iiough  be  has  put  some  particulars  into  k,  as  I 
tbkik,  by  way  of  complying  a  little  with  the  general 
prejudices  here,  and  to  make  more  material  parts  go 
bcriter  down,  yet  I  am  persuaded  be  would  not  other- 
wise be  tenacious  of  those  parts,  meaning  i»Qcerely  to 
make  us  co^iented  and  happy,  as  far  as  consistent  with 
die  gfeo^^  welfisre. 

I  need  not  caution  you  to  let  no  part  of  this  letter 
be  copied  or  printed.  With  great  esteem,  I  am,  Sir, 
four  affectionate  friend  and  humble  senrant* 


t  TO   CHARLES   THOMSOK. 

tkmceming  fhe  Ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

Passy,  31  March,  1781 

Deah  Sir, 
f  write  this  hne  by  the  English  packet,  just  to  in- 
ftfm  you,  that  Colonel  Harmar  arrived  here  last  Mob* 
Aiy  'evenbg  wkh  the  ratification,  and  that  Afr.  Jay 
fend  Myself  (Messrs.  Adams  and  Laurens  bemg  absent) 
hare  written  to  Mr.  Hartley  at  London,  that  we  are 
MmAf  to  exchange  with  him.  I  have  not  heard  that 
line  delay  is  Kkely  to  occasion  any  difficulty.  I  had 
before  communicated  to  him  your  letter  of  the  6th  of 
Jenustry,  which  gave  the  reason  of  it.  With  great 
eMoem,  I  am  B.  Frai^kuit. 

■  —■■■■■■  ■      ■       !■  II      .       ■     I     ..  ■        ■      .    .  I I 

*  The  writer'a  signature  ia  not  affixed  to  the  original  letter. 
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TO   CHARLES   THOMSON. 

Treaty  of  Peace.  —  British  Ministiy.  —  Public  Fundi. 
—  French  Alliance.  —  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers. 

Passy,  16  April,  1781 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  by  Colonel  Harmar,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Franks,  with  the  despatches^  in 
good  order;  triplicates  of  which  are  since  come  to 
hand.  You  will  see  by  our  letter  to  the  President, 
that  we  daily  expect  Mr.  Hartley  from  London,  with 
the  British  ratification  to  exchange  with  us.  There 
was  no  difficulty  occasioned  by  the  lapse  of  the  teim. 

I  send  you,  herewith,  four  packets  of  newspiqpera^ 
by  which  you  will  be  informed  of  the  confusions  that 
have  reigned  all  winter  in  England,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  their  being  finished  by  the  choice  of  a  new 
Parliament,  m  which  the  present  ministry  will  have  a 
great  majority.  The  newspapers  are  directed  for  the 
President.  You  are  good  m  excusing  the  trouble  I 
have  given  you  with  so  many  little  affairs  and  in- 
quiries, and  enabling  me  to  give  some  answer  to  the 
persons  who  make  them.  I  am  pestered  continuaDy 
with  such  matters. 

I  am  happy  in  learning  from  you,  that  a  dispofiitioB 
begins  to  prevail  in  the  States,  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  Congress,  and  to  grant  funds  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  interest,  and  discharge  of  the 
principal,  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  war.  Punc- 
tuality and  exact  justice  will  contribute  more  to  our 
reputation,  and,  of  course,  to  our  strength,  than  people 
generally  imagine.  Without  those  virtues,  we  shaD 
find  it  difificult,  in  case  of  another  war,  to  obtam 
either  friends  or  money;  and  a  reliance  on  that  may 
encourage  and  hasten  another  attack  upon  us.     Grati- 


Mr.  76.]  SUPPLEMENT.  441 

tode  to  oar  former  benefactors  is  anotlier  poiBt  we 
ahoald  seize  every  opportunity  of  demonstrating.  I 
pbce^  mth  you,  much  confidence  in  the  good  sense 
of  our  countrymen ;  and  thence  I  hope,  that  the  en* 
deavours  of  some  persons  on  both  sides  of  the  water, 
to  sow  jealouses  zhd  suspicions,  and  create  misnnder* 
standings  between  France  and  us,  will  be  meffectuaL 
A  commission  from  Congress  for  a  commercial  treaty 
with  Britain  has  long  been  expected.  If  the  mtention 
of  sending  such  a  commissioner  is  not  changed,  I  wish 
it  may  arrire  before  Mr.  Laurens  leaves  us,  who  has 
a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  subject  Aan  any 
of  us,  and  might  be  greatly  useful  A  minister  fiom 
Denmai^  has  been  waitmg  in  Paris  aH  winter  far  Ae 
result  of  Congress  on  the  proposed  treaty,  a  plan  of 
whidi  was  long  since  sent,  as  also  one  for  a  treaty 
with  Pc^ugaL  I  hope,  by  the  return  of  the  Wkti^ 
mgton  packet,  we  may  receive  some  directions  m- 
qpecting  them.  I  am,  with  sincere  and  great  esteem, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FnAicKLm. 


TO   CHARLES   THOMSON. 

Projects    and  Plans  by  Persons  in  Europe  for  Aft 
Consideration  of  Congress, — King  of  Sweden. 

Passy,  14  Juno,  1784. 

Dear  Sir 

I  received  yours  of  April  19th,  with  the  informaticiii 
you  obtained  from  our  old  neighbour,  Reuben  Habeas 
respectmg  Marggrander,  for  which  I  thank  yon.  I 
am  much  pestered  with  applications  to  make  sudi 
mquiries,  and  often  obliged  to  promise  that  I  wffl 
transmit  them  ;  but  I  would  not  wish  you  to  take  more 
trouble,  than  to  ask  questions  of  the  members  of  CcHi- 

vou  X.  66 
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gress,  or  others  that  fall  m  your  way,  and  communicate 
to  me  their  answers,  if  of  any  importance.  I  have 
also  multitudes  of  projects  sent  to  me,  with  requests 
that  I  would  lay  them  before  Congress.  They  are 
plans  and  schemes  of  governments,  legislation,  educa- 
tion, defence,  manufactures,  commerce^  JLC,  formed 
by  people  who  have  great  good  will  to  us,  but  are 
totally  ignorant  of  our  afiairs  and  circumstances; 
whence  their  projects  are,  for  the  most  part,  wild  and 
impracticable,  or  unfit  to  be  presented  to  Congress,  as 
not  pertainmg  to  their  jurisdiction.  I  have  therefore 
not  forwarded  them ;  but  now  and  then  send  some  of 
them  for  your  amusement,  if  you  should  have  any 
leisure,  that  you  may  see  how  people  make  shoes  fir 
feet  they  have  never  measured. 

As  your  letter  mentions  nothing  of  public  affiJn^  I 
imagined  I  might  have  had,  by  the  same  CQUTeyance^ 
some  despatches  from  Congress,  perhaps  in  the  cave 
of  some  passenger;  but  a  fortnight  has  passed  sinoe 
the  arrival  of  the  packet-boat,  and  no  letters  appear; 
so  that  I  have  nothing  from  Congress  later  than  the 
14th  of  January,  and  continue  m  great  uncertainty  as 
to  my  return. 

Mr.  Norris  came  here,  after  residing  some  time  at 
Liege.  He  stayed  but  a  week  or  two  at  Paris^  and 
then  removed  to  a  country  town  not  &r  distant,  where 
nothing  but  French  is  spoken,  in  order  to  improre 
himself  m  that  language.  He  seems  a  sensible^  dis* 
creet  young  man,  and  I  shall  with  pleasure  render  him 
any  service  that  may  be  in  my  power. 

The  King  of  Sweden  is  now  at  this  court,  enjoying 
the  various  splendid  entertainments  provided  for  hiau 
The  Danish  minister  is  astonbhed,  that  the  Congrefls 
are  so  long  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  propo0ed 
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treaty.    With  great  esteem,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  most  affectionately,  B.  FRAKKLnr. 


TO   CHARLES   THOMSON.* 

Rejecting  a  Million  of  Livres  in  the  Account  of  the 
American  Banker  in  France. 

Philadelphia,  18  June,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  in  its  time  your  favor  of  the  15th  past, 
wAk  an  extract  from  the  contract  made  at  Versailles, 
F^roary  21st,  1783.  This  extract  bemg  a  translation, 
I  have  spent  some  tune  in  searchmg  for  a  copy.  I 
rapposed  I  might  have  the  original,  but  have  not  yet 
met  with  it,  and  will  now  no  longer  delay  my  answer, 
which  is,  that,  if  the  translation  be  just,  and  the  ori^al 
really  mentions  three  millions,  as  given  before  the  treaty 
of  1778,  it  has  either  been  a  mistake  of  one  million, 
or  the  million  received  from  the  Farmers-General  is 
Boicluded,  as  a  don  gratuit  of  the  King;  in  which 
iatter  case,  as  you  observe,  they  owe  us  for  the  tobacco 
recdved,  m  part.  For  I  think  it  a  certainty,  that  no 
money  was  received  from  the  crown,  which  did  not 
go  directly  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Grand ;  and,  though 
he  accounts  for  three  millions  received  before  1778,  one 
of  them  is  the  million  received  of  the  Farmers- General 

An  explanation  and  adjustment  of  this  matter  may, 
I  make  no  doubt,  be  easily  obtained  by  writing  to 
Mr.  Grand  and  Mr.  Jefferson.  There  can  be  no  error 
of  that  magnitude  in  Mr.  Grand's  accounts,  for  they 
#ere  rendered  to  the  Commissionei*s  from  time  to 
time,  and  settled  while  all  the  transactions  were  fi^h 


*  A  further  explanation  of  the  subject  of  this  letter  may  be  seen  in 
tiiii  Toliiiiie,  pp.  965, 269  -  »72, 385. 
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in  memory.  And  I  am  persuaded,  the  mbister  will 
very  readily  either  correct  the  error  in  the  contract,  or 
direct  our  demanding  of  the  Farmers  the  value  of  the 
tobacco,  as  the  case  may  be.  With  great  and  sincere 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c 

B.  FRAifKXiUr. 


TO  MRS.  /ANE   MECOM. 

Attendance  in  the   Convention.  —  Disapprobation   of 
War.  —  Precautions  for  protecting  Houses  from  Fin. 

Fhiladelphk,  90  Stptmbii^  ITST. 

Dear  Sister, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  16th  past,  wluch 
gave  me  the  great  pleasure  of  learning  that  you  were 
weU.  I  thought  I  had  before  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours  per  Colonel  Sergeant. 

The  Convention  finished  the  17th  instant  I  at- 
tended the  business  of  it  five  hours  in  every  day 
from  the  beginning,  which  is  something  more  than 
four  months.  You  may  judge  fix)m  thence,  that  my 
health  continues ;  some  tell  me  I  kx)k  better,  and  they 
suppose  the  daily  exercise  of  going  and  returning  from 
the  Statehouse  has  done  me  good.  You  will  see  the 
Constitution  we  have  proposed  in  the  papers.  The 
forming  of  it  so  as  to  accommodate  all  the  different 
interests  and  views  was  a  difficult  task;  and  perhi^ 
after  all,  it  may  not  be  received  with  the  same  unan« 
imity  in  the  different  States,  that  the  Convention  have 
given  the  example  of  in  delivering  it  out  for  their 
consideration.  We  have,  however,  done  our  best,  and 
it  must  take  its  chance. 

I  agree  with  you  perfecdy  in  your  disapprobatioii 
of  war.  Abstracted  from  the  inhumanity  of  it,  I  think 
it  wrong  in  point  of  human  prudence;  fix*,  whatever 
advantage  one  nation  would  obtain  from  another,  wheth- 
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er  it  be  part  of  their  territory,  the  liberty  of  com- 
merce with  them,  free  passage  on  their  rivers,  &c. 
&c^  it  would  be  much  cheaper  to  purchase  such  ad- 
vantage with  ready  money  than  to  pay  the  expense 
of  acquiring  it  by  war.  An  army  is  a  devouring  mon- 
ster, and,  when  you  have  raised  it,  you  have,  in  order 
to  subsist  it,  not  only  the  fair  charges  of  pay,  cloth- 
mg,  jHDvisions,  arms,  and  ammunition,  with  number- 
less other  contingent  and  just  charges  to  answer  and 
satisfy,  but  you  have  all  the  additional  knavish  char- 
ges of  the  numerous  tribe  of  contractors  to  defray, 
with  those  of  every  other  dealer  who  furnishes  the 
articles  wanted  for  your  army,  and  takes  advantage 
q(  that  want  to  demand  exorbitant  prices.  It  seems 
to  me,  that,  if  statesmen  had  a  little  more  arithmetic, 
or  were  more  accustomed  to  calculation,  wars  would 
be  much  less  frequent.  I  am  confident,  that  Canada 
might  have  been  purchased  from  France  for  a  tenth 
part  of  the  money  England  spent  in  the  conquest  of 
it  And  if,  instead  of  fighting  with  us  for  the  power 
of  taxing  us,  she  had  kept  us  in  good  humor  by  al- 
lowing us  to  dispose  of  our  own  money,  and  now  and 
then  giving  us  a  little  of  hers,  by  way  of  donation  to 
colleges,  or  hospitals,  or  for  cutting  canals,  or  fortify- 
mg  ports,  she  might  have  easily  drawn  fix)m  us  much 
more  by  our  occasional  voluntary  grants  and  contribu- 
tions, than  ever  she  could  by  taxes.  Sensible  peo- 
ple will  give  a  bucket  or  two  of  water  to  a  dry 
pump,  that  they  may  afterwards  get  from  it  all  they 
have  occasion  for.  Her  ministry  were  deficient  in  that 
little  point  of  common  sense.  And  so  they  spent  one 
hundred  millions  of  her  money,  and  after  all  lost  wha 
they  contended  for. 

I  lament  the  loss  your  town  has  suffered  this  year 
by  fire.     I  sometimes  think  men  do  not  act  like  rea- 

VOL.    X.  LL 
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sonable  creatures,  when  they  build  for  themselves 
combustible  dwellings,  in  which  they  are  every  day 
obliged  to  use  fire.  In  my  new  buildings,  I  have  ta- 
ken a  few  precautions,  not  generally  used;  to  wit, 
none  of  the  wooden  work  of  one  room  communicates 
with  the  wooden  work  of  any  other  room;  and  all 
the  floors,  and  even  the  steps  of  the  stairs,  are  plas- 
tered close  to  the  boards,  besides  the  plastering  on 
the  laths  under  the  joists.  There  are  also  tnqp-doors 
to  go  out  upon  the  roofs,  that  one  may  go  out  and 
wet  the  shingles  in  case  of  a  neighbouring  fire.  But, 
mdeed,  I  think  the  staircases  should  be  stone^  and 
the  floors  tiled  as  in  Paris,  and  the  roofs  either  tiled 
or  slated. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  fiiend  and  ndghbour 
Mr.  Lathrop,  for  his  kind  present,  and  purpose  writing 
to  him.    It  is  a  discourse  well  written. 

I  sent  you  lately  a  barrel  of  flour,  and  I  blame 
myself  for  not  sooner  desiring  you  to  lay  in  your  wm- 
ter's  wood,  and  drawing  upon  me  for  it  as  last  year. 
But  I  have  been  so  busy.  To  avoid  such  neglect  m 
future,  I  now  make  the  direction  general,  that  you 
draw  on  me  every  year  for  the  same  purpose. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sister,  and  believe  me  ever  your 
affectionate  brother,  B.  Franklut. 


TO   M.   DUBOURO.* 

On  the  JViiture  of  Sea  CoaL 

1  am  persuaded,  as  well  as  you,  that  the  aea 

coal  has  a  vegetable  origin,  and  that  it  has  been  formed 

*  This  extract  is  translated  from  the  French,  ai  printed  in  IL  DM- 
bourn's  edition  of  the  author's  writings.  Its  date  ia  ancertain,  bvt  it  wie 
probably  written  about  the  year  1770;  and  should  have 
among  the  philosophical  papers  of  that  period. 
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near  the  surface  c(  the  earth ;  but,  as  precedmg  con- 
vulskms  of  nature  had  served  to  bring  it  very  deep 
'  in  many  places,  and  covered  it  with  many  different 
strata,  vre  are  indebted  to  subsequent  convulsions  for 
having  brought  within  our  view  the  extremities  of  its 
veins,  so  as  to  lead  us  to  penetrate  the  earth  in  search 
of  it«  I  visited  last  summer  a  large  coal  mine  at 
Whitehaven,  in  Cumberland ;  and,  in  followmg  the  vein 
and  descending  by  degrees  towards  the  sea,  I  pene- 
trated below  the  ocean,  where  the  level  of  its  surface 
was  mote  than  eight  hundred  fathoms  above  my  head, 
and  the  miners  assured  me,  that  their  works  extend- 
ed some  miles  beyond  the  place  where  I  then  was, 
contbually  and  gradually  descending  under  the  sea. 
The  slate,  which  forms  the  roof  of  this  coal  mine,  is 
imfvessed  in  many  places  with  the  figures  of  leaves 
and  branches  of  fern,  which  undoubtedly  grew  at  the 
surface  when  the  slate  was  in  the  state  of  sand  on 
the  banks  of  the  sea.    Thus  it  appears,  that  this  vein 

of  coal  has  suffered  a  prodigious  settlement 

B.  Frankun. 


TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Concerning  the  Eastern  Boundary  of  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  8  April,  1790.» 

Sir, 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  3 1st  of  last  past,  re- 
lating to  encroachments  made  on  the  eastern  limits 
of  the  United  States  by  settlers  under  the  British 
government,  pretending  that  it  is  the  western^  and  not 
the  eastern  river  of  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy  which 
was  designated  by  the  name  of   St.  Croix,  in  the 

*  This  letter  is  dated  only  nine  days  before  Dr.  .Franklin's  death. 
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treaty  of  peace  with  that  nation;  and  requesting  of 
me  to  communicate  any  facts  which  <ny  memory  or 
papers  may  enable  me  to  recollect,  and  which  may  ' 
indicate  the  true  river,  which  the  commbsioners  on 
both  sides  had  in  their  view,  to  establish  as  the 
boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

Your  letter  found  me  under  a  severe  fit  of  my 
malady,  which  prevented  my  answering  it  sooner,  or 
attending,  indeed,  to  any  kind  of  business.  I  now 
can  assure  you,  that  I  am  perfectly  clear  in  the  re- 
membrance that  the  map  we  used  in  tracing  the 
boundary,  was  brought  to  the  treaty  by  the  commis- 
sioners from  England,  and  that  it  was  the  same  that 
was  published  by  Mitchell  above  twenty  years  before. 
Having  a  copy  of  that  map  by  me  m  loose  sheets,  I 
send  you  that  sheet  which  contains  the  Bay  of  Pas- 
samaquoddy,  where  you  will  see  that  part  of  the 
boundary  traced.  I  remember,  too,  that  m  that  part 
of  the  boundary  we  relied  much  on  the  opinion  c( 
Mr.  Adams,  who  had  been  concerned  in  some  former 
disputes  concerning  those  territories.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  you  may  obtain  still  further  light  from  him. 

That  the  map  we  used  was  Mitchell's  map,  Con- 
gress were  acquainted  at  the  time,  by  a  letter  to  their 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  which  I  suppose  may  be 
found  upon  their  files.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &&, 

B.   FRAirKUK. 
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lis  April,  1753,  VI.  160 
1 31  AugaaL  1755,  VII.  87 
t   1  September,    —  —  88 

EvAirt,  Cadwalladkr, 

t   9  M«y,            1766,  VU.  315 

t   6  May,            1767,  —  3.36 

90  Febroiiy,     1768,  VI.  278 

•  7  September,  1769,  VII.  454 

•  27  Aagmt,  1770,  —  485 
•10  February,     1771,  —  512 

•  4  July,  —  —  527 
•18    —                —  —  535 

•  6  February,     1T72,    VIIX.  3 

•  6  May,              -  -  4 

•  3  June,             —  —  5 

•  3  December,     _  _  5 


FoTBtfteiLL,  JOHR, 

19  June,  1780, 

FoiCHOfT,  Joitff, 

t    4  February,     1772, 
Fw,  CtfARLii  Jamks, 
iO  May,  1782, 

•  5  Stptember,  1783, 

•  7  September,  1749, 

•  16  October,        — 


VIII.  474 

vin.  1 

IX.  277 

X.  1 

VII.  39 

—  41 

—  42 


TMAVkLin,  DiBORAH, 

X  27  December,  1755,  VH.  102 

i  15  January,  1756,  —  104 

26  —  —  —  105 

30  —  —  —  110 

31  —  —  —  112 
1 21  Blarch,  —  —  115 
130    —  —  —  116 

13  November,  —  —  124 
I  6  April,  1757,  —  131 
t27Biay,  —  —  135 
t  2  June,  —  —  145 
1 27  July,             —  —  149 

82  November,    —  —  149 

14  January,  1758,  —  160 
81    —                -  —  161 

1 19  February,  —  —  163 


FRAirxLiir,  Dkbokah. 
t  10  June,  1758, 

6  September,    — 
6  Auffast,        1759, 
5  March,         1760, 
27  June,  — 

14  September,  1761, 


24  March, 

16  June, 
9  December, 
9  February, 

4  June, 
13  July, 

22  February, 
27    — 
6  April, 
13  June, 
11  October, 
22  June, 

5  Auffust, 
sbruarv 


1762, 
1763, 
1764, 
1765, 


1766, 


1767, 
1768, 


VoU  Fift. 

Vn.  167 

—  177 

—  215 
--  194 

—  901 

—  814 

—  229 

—  236 

—  264 

—  981 

—  983 

—  995 

—  301 

—  306 

—  306 

—  306 


1770, 
1771, 
1772, 


1773,    — 


13  February, 
5  October, 

21  December, 
10  June, 

3  October, 
5  June, 

14  Auguat 
28  January. 

5  May, 

14  July, 

6  January, 

15  July,  — 
1  September,    — 

28  April,  1774, 

5  May,  — 

22  July,  — 
Franklin,  Jank, 

6  January,   1726-7, 
(See  MccoM,  Jank.) 

Fraitklin,  John, 

1745, 
Franklin,  Josiab, 

13  April,  1738, 

Franklin,  Josiah  and  Abiab, 

6  September,  1744,      Vtl. 
Franklin,  Pktkr, 

7  May,  1760,        VI.' 


-^  346 

—  348 

—  379 

—  416 

—  423 

—  480 

—  487 

—  594 

—  638 

—  661 

Via     8 

9 

31 

5 

—  117 

—  121 

—  121 

—  196 


vn. 


vn.    16 

VII.       6 


14 

407 
918 


Franklin,  Samukl, 

t  17  July,            1767,  VH.  347 

•  8  June,           1770,  —  479 

•  12  July,             1771,  —  533 

•  13  January,      1772,  —  559 
t    7  July,            1773,  VUI.  73 

Franklin,  Sarah, 

•  8  November,  1764,  VIL  967 
(See  Bachx,  Sarah.) 

Franklin,  William, 

•  10  May,  1766,  IV.  983 
28  Auguat,  1767,  VII.  364 
25  November,    —  —  364 
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Vol 

Pi«a. 

▼oL 

ftfa 

FEAHXLiir,  William, 
19  December,  1767, 

GRXBim,  William 
•  20  September, 

ARD  Mm. 

VII. 

371 

1786, 

X. 

895 

9  January,        — 

— 

375 

Gremville,  Mr. 

13  March,         1768, 

— 

389 

10  May, 

1782, 

IX. 

978 

16  April,             — 

.— 

399 

31  Mar, 
GRirriN,  Cmoa, 

— . 

308 

2  July,'            - 
120  April,           1771, 

— . 

406 

— 

516 

16  March, 

1780, 

vnL 

440 

t  30  January,       1772, 

— 

564 

t    3  February,      — 

vni. 

124 

H. 

17  Auffurt,         — 

— 

10 

19    -                 - 

.. 

12 

Hartlet,  Datid, 

19    —                — 

— 

13 

14  October, 

177T, 

vnL 

988 

14  February,     1773, 

— 

33 

19  Febnury, 

1778, 

«. 

934 

6  April,             — 

— 

40 

26    — 

— 

«• 

941 

14  July,              — 

— 

74 

April, 

— 

.* 

987 

1  September,    — 

— 

83 

X  26  October, 

— . 

•_ 

9B9 

6  October,        — 

-^ 

88 

3  FebrauT, 

1779, 

_ 

816 

3  November,    — 

.. 

97 

22    - 

._ 

.^ 

819 

5  January,       1774, 

— 

102 

21  March, 

.M 

•_ 

S89 

t   7  September,    — 

— 

130 

4  May, 

— . 

•_ 

346 

22  March,         1775, 

V. 

2 

3  Februaiy, 

1780, 

•« 

418 

•  16  Auguat,       1784, 

X. 

121 

30  June, 

1781, 

IX. 

48 

15  December, 

_ 

•_ 

119 

G 

15  Jannuj, 

178a; 

•» 

141 

\*» 

16  FebnuiT. 

_ 

168 

31  March, 

.. 

M» 

106 

Oallowat,  JoasPH, 

5  April, 

— . 

•« 

191 

13  June,            1767, 

Vll. 

338 

13    - 

— . 

•« 

908 

8  Aujrait,         _ 

— « 

350 

13  May, 

-.- 

•i* 

988 

1  December,     — 

— 

368 

10  July, 

m^ 

•w 

860 

9  January,      1768, 

— 

378 

17  September, 

-» 

«. 

411 

17  February,      — 

— 

381 

23  March, 

1788, 

_ 

508 

13  March,          — 

— 

397 

8  May, 

^ 

.. 

661 

14  May,              - 

— . 

403 

6  September, 

^ 

X. 

1 

2  July,              - 

— 

411 

X   7    - 

m^ 

.. 

6 

22  August,       1772, 

VIII. 

17 

16  October, 

_ 

.• 

98 

2  December,     — 

.. 

2:? 

22    — 

,.. 

•.. 

97 

3  November,  1773, 

.» 

96 

7  January, 

1784, 

.. 

66 

X  18  February,     1774, 

-« 

115 

3  June, 

•. 

96 

i  12  October,         •— 

— 

138 

3  January, 

1785, 

^ 

166 

t  25  February,     1775, 

— 

144 

6  July, 

_ 

•^ 

908 

Gatxs,  Horatio, 

27  October, 

.. 

... 

9K 

t  28  Auguat,        1776, 

_ 

185 

4  December, 

1789. 

... 

416 

2  June,           1779, 

.. 

370 

Heberden,  William. 

Gebklin,  Court  dx, 

7  June, 

1758. 

▼- 

868 

7  May,            1781, 

IX. 

27 

Heltetius,  Madams, 

Grand,  F. 

n. 

981 

1 14  October,       1778, 

VIII. 

298 

1780, 

CJrahd,  Mr. 

HsNRT,  Patrick, 

11  July,            1786, 

X. 

265 

t  26  February, 

1779, 

vra. 

866 

Grantham,  Earl  of, 

HxwtoN,  Mart, 

11  September,  1782, 

IX. 

410 

•24  July. 

1770, 

VII. 

488 

Orxene,  Catherine, 

•  25  November, 

1771, 

^ 

640 

•  23  January,      1763, 

VII. 

244 

•  8  July, 

1775, 

VIIL 

166 

•    1  Auguft,         — 

-« 

256 

•  12  January, 

1777, 

•« 

196 

*  5  September,    — 

•  15  February,     1764, 

—. 

256 

•26    - 

... 

«• 

106 

— 

257 

•  13  April, 

1788, 

IX. 

907 

•28    -              1778, 

VIII. 

244 

»       Jdne, 

.. 

981 

2  March,         1789, 

X. 

386 

•13    - 

.._ 

«— 

998 

(See  Rat,  CATHERiirr.) 

*  17  Augurt, 

... 

•. 

887 

G»iB»»  William, 

•  27  JanuaiT, 

178% 

.. 

476 

•  19  July,            1763, 

VII. 

255 

•20  April, 

.. 

618 

•      June,           1779, 

VIII. 

377 

*  7  8ept8nber, 

— 

X 

8 

aj 
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•96  December,  1763,  X. 

•  19  Maieh,  1784,  — 

•  15  AngaalL  —  — 

5  May,  1785,  — 

•  96  June,  —  — 
;.4Joly, 

•96    --  —  — 

30  October,  —  — 

•  6Ma7,  1786,  — 
•30    —  —  — 

IfaLLMAt,  MmHAKL, 

17  Marebt         1770, 

H«DaM*»  WiLtUM, 

1  ApU,  1781, 

tttLUiy  TuoMAf  Bravd, 

5  October,       1783, 
B^rxusoR,  Fravcis, 

6  March,  1780, 
13  September,  1781, 
94  December,  1782, 

SoPKuraov,  Thomas, 

1747, 

BniSBPIELD,  Ms. 

|95Januai7,      1756, 
198    —  — 

BbWK,.L0R0, 

90  Febnutfy,    1775, 
90JoJj,  1776, 

t  8  September,    — 

18  Auguat,       1784, 
M»WK,MRa. 

;    V    December,  1774, 
HVBBABD,  Elizabeth, 

23  February,     1756, 
MVBBABD,  Thomas, 

•  26  Aoril,  1758, 
HooBBf,  JoHir, 

t   rianuaiy,      1760, 

MOMB,  D4VID, 

t  S7  September,  1760, 

•  94  January,      1768, 


Vol.    Page. 


1 19  May, 

fTBB,  WlLi.iAai, 

94  Notember,  1786, 


HvirrBB,  William, 


HmiTiiiOTOK,  Samuel, 
•     4  March,        1780, 

B.JAMXa, 

1  February,  1778, 

94  March,  ^ 

93  June,  — 

7  July,  1789, 

I. 


•I,  JOHB, 

1 30  September,  1773, 
Aofiiat,   1777, 

9  October,  1781, 

91  Jane,  1789, 

16  May,  1^ 

H  J«M7»  1784, 


51 
75 
120 
167 
104 
201 
219 
236 
256 
259 


VL  329 

IX.  15 

X.  21 

VIII.  432 

IX.  80 

—  461 

VI.  87 

VII.  109 

—  109 


V.  70 

—  99 
VIII.  187 

X.  125 

V.  38 

Vn.  113 

V.  361 

VII.  192 

VII.  208 

VI.  241 

VU.  236 

X.  276 

VIII.  424 

VIII.  230 

—  249 

—  277 

IX.  358 


VI.  406 

V.  467 

VIII.  203 

VI.  438 

IX.  235 

V.  477 

VI.  452 


Ingerhousz,  Johv, 

29  April,  1785, 
29    —  — 

28  August,         — 

111  February,  1788, 
24  October,        — 
Izard,  Ralph, 

•  29  January,  1778, 

•  30  March,  — 

t   4  Januaiy,  1779, 


Jacksoit,  William, 


1781, 


28  June, 
5  July, 

5  — 

6  — 
Jat,  Johr, 

4  October, 

•  13  June, 

•  2  October, 
20  Anguft, 

•  15  January, 
♦19    —  — 

•  16  March,  — 

•  22  AprU,  — 
•24    —  — 

4  September,    — 
10  September,  1783, 


Vol.  Pag«. 

V.  480 

VI.  461 

«X.  163 

VI.  505 

X.  76 

—  333 
»  362 

VIII.  229 

—  250 

—  306 


IX.  47 

^  49 

*-  51 

—  51 


1779,  vin. 

1780,  - 


385 
469 


1781,  IX.  16 

1782,  —  145 

—  —  146 

—  —  189 

—  —  211 
—  219 
^  401 
X.  6 


VOL.   X. 


6  Januaiyi      1784,  -^  69 

13  May,             —  —  89 

8  February,     1785,  —  166 

10  May,              —  —  169 

19  September,    —  —  299 

21    —                —  —  226 
jBrPEBsoii,  Thomas, 

t  23  November,    1784,  X.  151 

8  April,            1790,  —  447 
Jenifer,  Dariel  op  St.  Tbomab, 

13  September,  1781,  IX.  78 
JoHRsoR,  Samuel, 

•  23  August,       1750,  VII.  47 
JoREs,  JoHR  Paul, 

1 27  May,            1778,  VHL  973 

t    1  June,             —  —  974 

•10    —               —  —  976 

•  6  September,    —  —  996 

•  27  April,          1779,  —  337 
28    —               —  —  339 

•  8  July,             —  —  378 

•  15  October,        —  —  396 

•  19  February,     1780,  —  490 

•  18  March,          —  —  440 

•  12  August,        —  —  493 

JORES,  NOBLB  WiMBSRLT, 

t   3  July,           1771,  VU.  696 
Joifss,  Sir  Wiixiam, 

« 17  March,        1783,  IX.  500 
JoBDAR,  Thomas, 

18  May,           1787,  X.  304 
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Kamxi,  Lord, 
3  January, 
3  May,  - 

t  27  September,    — 

*  November,  1761, 

*  17  AugiMt,        1702, 

2  June,  1705, 

11  April, 
28  February, 

*  1  January, 
21  February, 

Kiifiir.Rrii.RV,  E. 
2  March, 
16    — 

20  Februmry, 

KORNMANIV,  MkSSRS, 

21  November,  1781, 


Vol. 


1760,   VII. 


1707, 
1708, 
1700, 


1758, 
1702, 


LArATlCTTB,  MAliqUIS  DB, 


1779, 

1781, 
17t^ 

1787, 
Landriahi,  Professor, 


19  AuffUflt, 
24    - 
14  May, 
9  July, 
24    — 
17  April, 


14  October,       1787, 
Lathrop,  Jouir, 

•  31  May,  1788, 

Laurens,  Hbrst, 

12  AprU,  1782, 

20    —  — 

25  May,  — 

2  July,  — 

6  July,  1783, 

12  February,     1784, 

12  March,  — 

13  May,  ~ 
Laurei«s,  John, 

8  November,  1781, 
Laureivs.  Martha, 

29  December,   1781, 
Lavoisier,  Madame, 


23  October, 
Lee,  Arthur, 
*21  March, 
X  23  February, 
1 17  March, 
t    1  April, 
X   4    - 
t    6    - 
1 17  May, 

•  3  May, 
LcB,  Cbaklbs, 

•  11  February, 
•19    - 

Lb  WIS  I  Fravcis, 
16  May, 


1776, 


1781, 


187 

190 
2U7 
231 
240 
20:) 
291 
327 
280 
428 
434 

275 
280 
378 


IX.   92 


VI. 
VII. 

vi. 

VII. 


VIII. 
IX. 

X. 

V. 
X. 


1788, 

1777, 

1778, 


1779,    - 


VIII. 
KX. 


379 
380 
29 
300 
370 
298 

482 

347 


IX. 

203 

— 

254 



210 

-. 

351 



528 

X. 

fJ7 

73 

— 

80 

IX. 

43 

IX. 

115 

X. 

361 

VIII. 

205 

240 
248 
256 
2>7 
805 
878 
340 

169 
174 

37 


Lbttsom,  Johb  Coaklbt, 
'    -  -     ■  1783^ 


Vol.    P^i. 


V. 
VI. 


1756, 
1767, 
1756, 


1777,     VIII. 


6  March,  1783,  iX. 

17  -  -  VIU. 
86  July,  1786,  X. 

LiNIVO,  JoHlf, 

18  March, 
14  April, 

17  June, 
Lith,  M. 

6  April, 
Livekev,  Mr. 

SiW  Fr^bfuapy,  1768.  VII.    366 
LiTijiOBToWf  Prrrn  V.  B. 

a<  Aii^st,  1775,  VIU.    116 

LlVIHOtTO.^,  ROBBBT  R. 

88  January,  1788^  IX. 

4  March,  -T*  _ 

30    —  Z  Z 

8  April,  —  —     «uu 

18  -  -  -     806 

85  June,  »  —  39 
88  -  -  -  346 
18  August,  —  .     an 

3  September,  —  » 

86  —  .  ^ 

14  October,  —  _ 

7  November,  —  .— 

4  December,  —  — > 

84    Z  Z  Z 

81  January,  1783,  «— 

7  March,  --T  _ 

15  April,  —  — 

87  —  —  — 

18  June,  —  — 

22  July,  -  -.636 

LooAK,  Jambs, 

X  4  December,  1747,  VIL     96 

1 27  January,  1748,  —      SI 

130  —  —  —     as 

t   6  April,  —  ^ 

X  30  October,  —  ~ 

X   7  November,  —  -^ 

20  January,    1749-60,    TL 

LOVBLL,  JAMBt, 

21  December,  1777,  VUI. 

22  July,  1778,  — 

8  June,  1779,  — 
30  September,  —  ^ 
17  October,  —  — - 

16  March,  1780,  » 
10  August,  —  -^ 

8  December,  —  -» 

LCZBRHB,  CrXVALIBR  DB  LA. 

5  Match,  1786,  VIIL 


Mabsball,  HuMrHBV, 

14  Febnmy,    1773,       VI.    333 

MAiBBXt,  FbaBCIS, 

96  June,    1783,    X.  190 


498 
538 
918 

347 
9SS 

913 

909 


166 
179 
176 
180 


368 
414 
417 


493 
496 
611 
619 


31 

37 

46 

100 


367 
369 
308 
434 
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VoL    Tf, 


Maikkltiii,  Nkvil, 

•  la  Febroary,     1770,        VI. 
X  29  March,         1787,  X. 

MaTBSS,  S4MUSL, 

7  July,  1773,     VIII. 

1-i  May,  1784,         X. 

Ma»ki,  Phiup, 

1776,     VIII. 
H'Kr4!t,  Trohai, 

5  Norember,    1781, 
BIecov,  Edward  and  Jaits, 

1743,       VII. 
•21  May,  1732,         — 

•  14  November,    —  — 

•  30  December,   1756,         — 
Mkcom,  Jake, 

19  June,  1730,       VII. 

29  July,  1743.         — 

•24  October,       1751,         — 


•  12  Febroary,  1756,  — 
26  Jane,  —  — 

•  21  February,  1767,  — 
19  April,  —  — 
21  May,  —  — 
30    -  —  - 

16  September,  1758,  — 

•  1  March,  1766,  — 

•  23  February,  1769,  — 

•  27  April,  —  — 
X  30  December,  1770,  — 
•17  July,  1771,  — 

•  13  January,  1772,  — 
X  26  September,  1774,  VIII. 
X  26  May,  1775.  — 

13  July,  1785,  X. 

24  January,  1766,  — 

•  4  July.               -  - 

•  20  September.  1787,  — 

•  4  November, 

•  26  November, 

•  3  August, 

17  December, 
I  24  March. 

(Sm  Franklir,  Jakx.) 
MiTPLiN.  Thomas, 

26  December,  1783, 

MORBLLET.   ABBiE, 


Vol.    ?■!•. 


328 
289 

68 


188 


IX.      86 


1788,  — 

1789,  — 

1790,  — 


1780, 

17H7. 


22  AprH, 
I  30  December, 
Moors,  Samukl, 

5  November,   1789, 
Morris,  Robert, 

•  3  June. 
26  July, 

•2b    — 

•  12  September, 

8  April, 
25  June, 
12  Auguat, 


II. 
X. 


1788,         — 


1780, 
1781, 


VIII. 
IX. 


10 

58 

59 

126 

4 

8 
10 
54 
58 
58 
112 
117 
129 
132 
133 
142 
182 
443 
437 
442 
495 
380 
541 
136 
154 
213 
245 
264 
444 
325 
366 
394 
411 
425 


48 

222 

300 
382 


X.    406 


465 

65 

66 

74 

202 

343 

388 


IX.  446 

—  m 

—  494 

X.  43 


Morris,  Robert, 

X  14  December,  1788, 

t23    -  - 

X    7  March,  1783, 

1 25  December,  — 
MoRRM,  Robert  Hdntbr, 

|26Januai7,  ^TS^       VU.    106 

N. 
Nairks,  Edward, 


13  November,  1780, 

VI. 

426 

18  October,       1783, 

V. 

479 

Neavb,  Olivkb, 

20  July,            1769, 

Vl. 

m 

mm^ 

986 

NEMouRf,  M.  Duporr  dk, 

9  Jujie,            1788, 

X. 

380 

Nmwsirff  AH,  Sta  Edward 

t 

27  May,            1779, 

VIIL 

364 

12  February,    1781, 

-. 

539 

2  October,       1783, 

X. 

90 

Nixon.  VI^illiam, 

5  September,  1781, 

IX. 

78 

Nogaret.  Felix, 

8  March,         1781, 

vm. 

537 

NoRRif,  Isaac, 

\  30  May,            1757, 

vn. 

138 

O. 

Oswald,  Richakd, 

6  JoDe,           1788, 

fX. 

an 

11    -             -T^ 

.. 

396 

27    —                 — 

.. 

344 

12  July,             - 

_ 

366 

28    —                — 

_ 

375 

8  September,    — 

.. 

407 

26  November,     — 



496 

14  January,      1783, 

— 

466 

Paine,  Thomas, 

1786, 
Parsons,  William, 
I    5  December,   1755, 

t  10  June,  1756, 

t28    —  - 

I  22  February,     1757, 

Partridgk,  Elixabeth, 
^  November,  1788, 

Pk!«!cirgton,  Edward, 
I    9  May,  1761, 

X    9  January,       1762, 

Pbrcival,  Thomas, 

I  25  September,  1773, 
X  17  My,  1784, 

,  Jon 


Pbrkirs,  JOHVi 
13  August, 
4  FebmAffji 


1789, 
1783| 


X.  261 

VII.  09 

—  101 

—  116 

—  119 

—  199 

X.  906 

VII.  996 

—  9» 

VI.  336 

^  409 

X.  107 

VI.  199 

—  146 
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1*2  Si^pteinbcr,  1777, 

lU  Juoe,  1783, 

t  1!)  August,        175C, 
23  November,  1781, 
Price,  Richard, 

6  February,     17(;0, 
9  October,         — 

•  13  June,  17b2, 

16  August,        1784, 

t  18  March,         17pS, 

31  May,  1789, 

Pribstley,  Joieph, 

t    4  May, 
19  iSeptember, 

10  April, 
16  May, 

7  July, 
3  October, 

27  January, 

8  February, 
7  June, 

PwifGLE,  Juiiif , 
21  December, 
6  Jftnaary, 
1  Decemoer, 
10  May, 

PvLTENET,  William, 
30  March,         1778, 


Vol.  Faga. 

Vni.  221 

IX.  523 

VII.  121 

IX.  93 

VIII.  416 

—  5(» 
IX.  2:U 

X.  123 

—  158 

—  3SI3 


1772, 

VI. 

342 

__ 

VIII. 

20 

VI. 

414 

1774, 

.^ 

415 

1775, 

VIII. 

15;i 

_ 

— 

155 





u\o 

1777, 

— 

lil7 

1780, 



418 

1782, 

IX. 

225 

1767, 

V. 

350 

1758, 

VI. 

212 

1762, 

.. 

253 

1768, 



283 

VII. 

458 

Q. 


QuiKcr,  JosiAii, 

*    8  April, 
"  2l>  February, 
"  15  April, 
'*  22  April, 


1761, 
1775, 
1776, 
1779, 


VIII.    253 


VII. 
VIII. 


11  September,  1783,  X. 


224 
148 
180 
326 
9 


85 

8!) 

130 


1781,     VIII.    539 


R, 

Rav.  Catiifiiim:, 

•  4  March,         1755,       VII. 

•  17  Soptpmber,    —  — 

•  3  March,  1757.         — 
(See  Greene,  Catherine.) 

Raynevai.,  M.  de, 

11  March, 
Read,  Jamk3, 
t  17  August, 
i   2  November, 
Rbed,  Joseph, 
19  March, 
19    — 
Rboads,  Samuel, 
X  26  January, 
26  June, 
RrrrEPHousE,  David, 

15  December,    1783,        VI.    451 


1745, 
1755, 

VII. 

17 
97 

1780, 

VIII. 

442 

443 

1756, 
1770, 

VII. 
VI. 

109 
332 

RXTTER HOUSE,  DaTIO, 

25  June,  1784, 

Roberts,  Huoh, 

i  16  July,  1763, 

X  16  September,  1758, 
t26Febriui7,  1761, 
X   7  July,  1766, 

X  27  February,     1766, 
Roche,  Abb£  de  la, 

1780, 
Rochefoucauld,  Dukx  db 
15  April,  1787, 

22  October,       1788, 
RoRAvifx,  Thomas, 

20  April,  1766, 

ROSENCKONE,  M. 

13  AprU,  1783, 

Ross,  John, 

13  December,   1767, 


VI. 
VII. 


14  Mmy. 
X  29  AprU, 
Roy,  M.  Le, 
X  20  April. 
X  30  March, 
X  22  Jane, 

18  April, 

13  November,  1789i 
Roy,  David  Lx, 

Auguaft, 
Rush,  Beiuamut, 

14  July, 
March, 

RusTOB,  Thohai, 
9  October, 


II. 
"i. 

V. 
IX. 
VII. 

viS. 

VI. 


1768, 
1780, 

177S, 
1773, 


1787,        — 
X. 

VL 


458 

77 
180 
S98 
300 

307 


360 

409 

610 

370 
401 


3a 

99 
386 
570 
409 


1786, 

1773, 
1786, 


VL 

X. 


1780,     VOL    606 


Sargevt,  Johb, 

X  27  January,      1783,        IX. 

SARTIItE,  M.  DE, 

i  27  Jati^.  1780,    VIIL 

5 c II I- V LEA,  Philip, 

X  11  March,         1778,     VIIL 

X  27  May,  -  — 

Sears  and  Smith,  Mbub*. 

X    4  August,        1784,         X. 
Sharp,  Gravvillb, 

5  July,  1786,         X. 

Sbblburn B,  Eabi.  of. 


477 

479 

178 
183 

119 


1^       IX. 


22  Match, 

18  April 

10  May, 

13    —  —  —     ■!» 

13Julv,  ^  ^311 

S»]irl/E¥,  C^THEmiFE  Lot^tAA, 

'/7  Apr  J,       irm,       X.  30 

ya  Seplember,  1772,  II. 

8  Oelober,  1780,     VIIL 

SnirLETj  Ju.«4ATVA«, 

t  24  June,  1771,       VIL 

m  June.  1732,        IX. 

17  March  17^        — 


—    •      —     W7 


17D 
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ireo, 

VI. 

219 

1780, 

vm. 

481 

1787, 

X. 

287 



m^ 

323 

1789, 

_ 

384 

.. 

407 

Vol.    Page. 

ftnPLBT,  JoVATBAir, 

24  Febmary,    1786,         X.    249 

ArRLST,  WiLLlAlf, 

17  Deoenber,  1754,       HI.      57 

18  -  —  —       68 
28    —                —           —       64 

1 23  October,       1755,      VII.      95 
SiLOAirB.  Sir  Havs, 

•  2  June,  1725,      VII.        1 
Shall.  Alexaudkr, 

la  Mmj,  ^ 

»  lolj, 

19  Febnury, 
28  September, 
17  Febmary, 

5  NoTember, 
•aiTV,  William, 

•  19  April,  1763,      VII.     83 

•  3  May,  -  —       65 
*27  NoT^mber,     —  —       80 

SofTLAriK,  AbbIt 

23  e^ptember,  1782,        VI.    443 
StamhopEp  Loniv, 

23  Jojiuiryj       1775,  V. 

STKTEElSOir,  llliRdARKT, 

•  S&  Jftnuaij,       1779,     VIII. 

8t<T«HSOK,    MikftaAHKTp    AWD    MaRT 

•  m  April,  1782,  IX.    211 
9rEYE}i»o7i,  Mart, 
B  *    4  May,  1:^9,  VII. 
fc-    1  May,  1760,         — 

•16    —  —  — 

11  Jane,  —  VI. 

13  September     —  — 

30  March,         1761,  — 

10  Aogtiat,         —  — 

80  September,    —  — 


46 
313 


—  Vll. 

1762,  — 

—  V. 

—  VII. 

1763,  — 

1764,  — 
1767,  - 


VI. 
VII. 


•  29  October, 
■••  8  March, 

98    - 

•  7  June, 

•  11  Ancpist, 
*^25  March, 

•  10  June, 

•  14  March, 

•  17  June, 

•  14  September,    — 

28  September,  1768, 

•  October,         — 

•  27  June,  1769, 

•  2  September,    — 

•  22  January,      1770, 
•31  Mav.  — 

{See  fiawsoir,  Mart.^ 

i'l3  Janaary,       1772, 
9  March,  1790, 

t  27  Mufch,         1776, 

&TR4^H4V,   WlLLtAM, 

29  November,  1760, 
TOL»  X. 


185 
195 
199 
222 
225 
231 
232 
234 
324 
230 
234 
403 
239 
240 
245 
253 
259 
344 
358 
301 
419 
444 
453 
465 
471 


VII. 
X. 

VIII. 

IV. 


559 
422 

180 

261 
60 


Strarait,  William, 

5  July,  1775, 

16  February,     1784, 
19  August,         — 


Tmompsoit,  Mrs. 

8  February,     1777, 
THOMioir,  Charles, 


t  11  July, 
t  27  Februanr, 
t  27  September, 
t   5  February, 

9  March, 
131    - 
1 16  April, 

13  May, 
t  14  June, 

16  October, 

11  November, 
10  May, 

t  18  June, 
27  January, 
29  November. 

t   7  fckpt*mt»r^  1774, 
Tow!iflnEHi»,  TnoMii, 

4  November,    1782, 
Tucker,  Jo^iah, 

12  February, 
22    — 
26    — 

TuRooT,  Marquis, 
lilay. 


1766, 
1766, 

1775, 
1784, 


1785, 
1786, 
1787, 
1788, 


iT74, 


Vol  Pifs. 

Vni.  156 
X.  68 
—  126 


VIII.  200 

X.  429 

—  431 

—  438 

—  436 

—  72 

—  439 

—  440 

—  87 

—  441 
— .  146 

—  147 

—  169 

—  443 


vm.  131 

IX.  423 

IV.  618 

—  620 

—  622 


1781,   VI.  432 


Vaughait,  BsirjAMiif, 
9  November,  1779, 
11  July,  1782, 

March,         1784, 
29  April,  — 

26  July,  — 


7  September, 

14  March, 

21  AprU, 
t  24  July, 

31  July, 
24  October, 
3  June, 
t    2  November, 
Vbillird,  M.  lr, 
6  March, 

15  AprU, 
17  February, 

22  April,  — 

8  June,  — 
24  October,        — 

VKRomifss,  Count  dr, 
24  April,  1778, 

X  26  September,  1779, 
•  10  July,  1780, 


1786, 


1786, 
1788, 
1789, 


1786, 
1787, 
1788, 


vm.  404 

IX.  362 

X.  70 

VI.  454 

II.  448 

X.  Ill 

—  138 
II.  478 
X.  161 

—  217 
VI.  564 

X.  364 

—  393 

—  397 

X.  263 

—  298 

—  336 

—  345 

—  349 

—  300 

VUI.  268 

—  388 

—  479 
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1782, 


1783,        — 


yKBGE5irE8,  CoUNT  DB, 

13  February,     1781, 

G  3Iarcb, 

6  July, 

3  March, 
IG  April, 

4MViy, 
18  July, 

8  August, 
29  November, 
15  December, 

17  — 

18  January, 
i  24  March,  — 

5  May,  — 

IG  August,         — 
3  September,  1784, 

3  May,  1785, 
Vicq  d'Azyr,  Felix, 

20  July,  1781, 

Viiir,  Tbom48, 

4  May,  1779, 

W. 

Waltbb,  Johb, 

17  April,  1784, 

WA8RUfGT05,  GbOROB, 

»  19  August,        1756, 
t  22  July,  1776, 

13  June,  1777, 

13    — 

5  March, 
2  April, 
8    —  — 

20  September.  1785, 

•  16  September,  1789, 
Waterhocsb,  BEirjAMiir, 

*  18  January,       1781, 
Webb,  Benjamiii, 

22  April, 
Webster,  Noah, 

18  June, 
2G  December, 


VoL  Psfe. 

VIIL  534 

537 


—    IX 


1780, 
1782, 


1784, 

1786, 
1789, 


55 
171 
243 
2G8 
368 
376 
435 
448 
450 
471 
503 
520 
— .  649 
X.  138 
—  ICG 

VI.  433 

VIII.  342 


X.  79 

VII.  122 

VIII.  185 

—  220 

—  221 

—  429 
IX.  192 

—  199 
X.  224 

—  395 

VUI.  629 

X.  82 

X.  261 

—  412 


Vol.  Pi^ 
Weems  and  Gaht,  Mbmbb. 

18  July,            1784,          X.  109 
WEissEirsTEiir,  Crablbb  db, 

1  July,            17TO.     Vm.  978 
Weitoobp,    D.    abd    Thomas    Hops 
Heyhger, 

8  June,           1781,       IX.  40 
Wharton,  Tbomai, 

20Febniai7,     1786,      VIL  865 
Whatlet,  Geobob, 

21  August,       1784,         X.  138 

19  May,            1786»        —  171 
23    -                —           —  178 

18  May,            1787,        —  306 

WhITEFIELD,  GXOROB, 

G  June,  1753,  VII.  74 

1 19  June,  1764,  —  9SI 

Whitefobd,  Mb. 

t   7  December,  1782,  VIL  M8 

Williams,  Jobatbab, 

•  13  AprU,  1783^  VIL  9B 

•  24  May,  1784,  —  SOD 

•  3  November,    —  *     986 

•  28  April,  

•  6  June, 
«   5  March, 

19  May, 
Williams,  Mbs. 

•  5  March, 

WlBTBBOP,  JOHB, 

t  n  March, 

IMay, 

Woodward,  Dbab,  

1 10  AprU,  1773,     Vm.     4i 

Wbioht,  John, 

4  November,  1780,         X.    401 
Wright,  Patibbcx, 

4  May,  1779,     VUI.    80 

WrriLL,  Sib  Chablbs, 

16Joiie,  1786,         IL    480 


1786, 

_ 

SIO 

1770, 

_ 

m 

1771, 

_ 

us 

1786^ 

X. 

U8 

1771, 

VBL 

no 

1789, 

VI. 

808 

1768 

V. 

419 

1773, 

— 

461 

_ 

VUI. 

98 

1777, 

114 
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2.  Lbtters  to  Pubuc  Bodies,  and  to  Individuals  wboss 

Names  are  not  known. 

|To  m  Friend  in  Boiton,       ....  35  December,  1750,  V.  955 

tTo  a  Friend, 25  January,     1756,  VII.  106 

tTo  the  Speaker  and  Committee  of  the 

Pennaylvania  Assembly,                           .10  Jane,          1756,  —  174 

|To  the  Printer  of  the  London  Clironiele,    .  1700,  —  SII6 

To  a  Friend, 12  April,         1764,  IV.  78 

To  the  Editor  of  a  Newspaper,    ...  20  May,           1765,  YU.  287 

Tb  a  Friend, 6  January,     1766^  IT.  166 

To  the  Printer  of  the  London  Chroniele,  24  November,  1767,  II.  961 

To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Chronicle,  7  Jaonaiy,     1766,  IV.  M6 
To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in 

Pennsylvania, 13  fiilaich,         —  VIL  30i 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  ia 

Pennsylvania, 16  AprO,           —  —  906 

To  the  Editor  of  a  Newspaper,         .        .  _               —  IL  987 

To  a  Friend, 28  November,   —  VIL  481 

fTo  the  Committee  of  Merchants  in  Phil- 
adelphia,            9  July,          1760,  —  446 

*To  a  Friend  in  America,                          .18  March,       1770,  —  466 
tTo  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in 

Massachusetts, 15  May,          1771,  —  6BI 

tTo  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in 

MassachusetU, 13  January,     1772,  —  543 

To  the  Editor  of  the  London  Packet,  3  June,            —   .  II.  112 

tTo  an  Engraver, 3  November,  1773,  VIII.  94 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  .  25  December,  —  IV.  436 
To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  .  1774,  —  456 
To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  .  —  526 
To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  .  — >  634 
To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  .  — -  166 
To  a  Friend  in  England,  ....  3  October,  1775,  VIIL  161 
tTo  the  Commissioners  in  Canada,  .  •  27  May,  1776,  —  183 
To  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspon- 
dence,         8  December,    —  —  196 

To  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspon- 
dence,         4  Jannaiy,     1777,  —  194 

To  a  Friend —  — .  217 

To  a  Friend, .14  October,       —  »  226 

To  a  Friend 1778^  —  288 

tTo  an  Engraver  in  Paris,                           .24  June,     •       —  —  277 

tTo  the  Committee  of  Foreign  A&irs,      .  15  Jannaiy,     1779^  *-  810 
To  Commanders  of  American  Vessels  of 

War, —  V.  122 

To  Commanders  of  Armed  Slnps,      .        .  10  March,          -—  —  123 

To  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affiurs,       .  26  May,             —  TIIL  860 
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•To  A  Friend  in  America,          ...  25  October,     1779, 
To  the  Judges  of  the  Admiralty  at  Cher- 
bourg,        16  May,          1780, 

To  an  Agent  for  American  Cruisen,        .  30    —               — 

To  the  Authon  of  the  Journal  of  Paiia,    .  1780, 
To  Conmianden  of  American  Veaaela  of 

War Febniaiy,  1781, 

To  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  .17  March,         — 

To  a  Friend, 

To  the  Printer  of ,       ....  — 

rFo  a  Friend, 8  May,          178B, 

To  the  Grand  Master  of  Malta,  6  April,         1783, 

To  a  Friend  in  England,    ....  21  Augoit,      1784, 

To  — ^, 20  Jose,         1785, 

iTo  the  Editor  of  the  PennaylTania  Ga- 

lette, 1786, 

TV> , 15  December,  1787, 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Evening  Herald,  —     30 
To  the  Editors  of  the  PennsyWania  Ga- 

lette 30  March,       1788,        —     339 

To , 19  January,     1790,        —     Ol 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Federal  Oaiette,      .  23  Bfareh,        —            IL    a7 


▼oL 

Pifi. 

VIII. 

401 

^^ 

468 

— 

468 

IL 

987 

VUI. 

538 

IX. 

7 

.. 

79 

u. 

166 

UL 

991 

.- 

608 

X. 

133 

— 

186 

IL 

496 

X. 

398 

NcIIL 


LETTERS  ADDRESSED  TO  FRANKLIN  BY  VARIOUS  PERSONS. 


This  table  includes  references,  not  only  to  whole  letten,  bot  abo  to  eztneti^ 
where  these  are  of  considerable  length,  and  important  in  their  : 


A. 


Vol   Psgt. 


1779, 
1780, 


Adams,  John, 
1 13  April, 
17  August, 
4  November, 
30    — 
X  10  April, 

4  October, 
*  26  November, 
26  Blarch, 
16  April,  — 

2  May,  — 

13  June,  — 

13  September,  1783, 
X  27  January,      1787, 


VIII. 


1781,       IX. 


1782,        — 


X. 


324 

494 

513 

518 

19 

81 

% 

186 

256 

260 

232 

12 

284 


ALBiAJTDBn,  William. 

15  December,   1781,  IX.    lU 

Arokntkau,  Cou«t  db  Mbbct. 

30  July,           1784,  X.    118 

28  September,    —  ^     14i 

AuSTRIAH  AMBASiAlMm, 

115  April,           173,  IX.    617 


Bahks,  Sir  Josbph, 
1 13  September,  1788. 
I  26  November,     -T* 
Barclay,  David, 

3  December,  1774. 
U    —  -* 


X.     IS 
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18  Dec«mbeTp  1774, 
*  12  l^ovember,  1757, 

B4SKEBTItl.i:»  Joiftff 

7  i3ep»einb<-Jf,  17C7, 
Blce&Kt**  JoBF  Baptist, 

21  l>€cembef,  1757, 
BiRKBTunfr.  H.f 

B  Mircit,        1780, 

BoBTOHf    Cf^MHTT-rEi:    OF, 

:  23  Dclob^rj        1709, 
Boiiqiisrtt  HKMiir, 


t  22  August, 


1764, 


J  21  I>ecember,   1751, 
8  March,        1752, 
U6    -  - 

12  November,  1753, 

t   6  September.  1774, 

Bsi>«oT  tJE  VVahtili.i^ 

t23  December,    ITBI, 

BROw?fKiGo,  Dr. J 

37  JanQfcry,      1773, 

BiWHL,   CotrftT    Dlj 

t  III  October,       1783, 
BircHAV,  E^Hf.  or, 

t  16  F*?briiary,    1783, 
Buffo*.  Coubt  pi, 

J  H  July*  1787, 

BuEKS,  EDMinrD, 

26  February,    1782, 
Btlks,  Matbsr, 

1 14  May,  1787, 

C. 

CAnnmAfULB,  Courr  di, 
X  26  Jnly,  1784, 

1 24  May,  1787, 

C4VTOII,  Jour, 

t  29  June,  1764, 

Carmiohael,  William, 
t  30  October,  1778, 
t   9Jaly,  1784, 

t  IS  September,     — 

CAtTllIBa,  M.  DE, 

10  July,  1785, 

CHAfTELLUZ,  MaRQUIS  DE, 

t  21  June,  1786, 

C»«  Lord, 

21  March,         1782, 

COCEI,    WiLLIAlf, 

t  15  June,  1786, 

CoLOiif,  Cadwalladbr, 

•       October,       1743, 

I       December,    1744, 

X       November,  1749, 

1 20  May,  1752, 

t  24  October,        — 

19  November,  1753, 

2  AprU,  1754, 
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44 
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.. 

177 

... 

195 

— 

197 

COITDORCET,  M.   OB, 

t   8  July,  1788, 

Couf^r.n,  Sin  Gmtr, 

29  NciFember,  1780, 

Co^FKR,   SAMt?£L, 

i   3  AofiMt^       1709, 
t   6  Novetobcr,  1770, 

115  -  - 

i   1  Jamuury,      1771, 
1 10  July,  — 

t  23  August,        — 
t  15  March,         1773, 
t  14  June,  — 

1 10  November,    — 
t   9  September,  1774, 
i   4  January,      1779, 
t  23  May,  1780, 

I   5  May.  1783, 

1 16  October,         — 
CouR,  Mathoit  dx  la, 

t  30  June,  1785, 

t    7  Jane,  1785, 

Choc  CO,  Giacoho  F., 
15  Jtily,  1783, 

25  November,     — 
CvsHiiro,  Thohas, 
t  25  June,  1773, 
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630 
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Dalibard,  M., 

1  31  Mareh,  1754,         VI.     198 

Da  HT MOUTH,  Earl  op, 

25  Au^iul,        1773,        IV.    488 
Darwin,  EnAaitui, 

1 24  Jmuajv,       1774,       VI.    410 
DjucitscirF,  PniffCESi  of, 

4  Novembeff  1789,         X.    405 
DiLFiPO,  Ckxtaliir, 

t    6  April,  17m,        IX.    197 

Dbui-Porta,  Fribcb  db, 

1 14  June,  1783,       IX.    506 

DoDD,  William, 

X  29  January,      1777,     VIO.    199 

DUBOORO,  M., 

25  March,         1773,         V.    453 


E. 

Embsbr,  Profbmor, 
t   6    January,    1782, 
t   9   May,  — 

Etars,  Cadwalladbr, 
1 15  March,         1766, 

EwiHo,  JoHir, 

t    4  January,       1770, 
%  14  June,  ^ 


F. 

FlLAHOlERI,  CbARLOTTB, 

t  27  September,  1788, 


IX.  126 

-.  126 

vn.  263 

VL  826 

^  880 


X.  868 
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Vol.    Pace. 

FlLAllOIKRI,   GaETANO, 

1 24  October,      17»6,  X.  233 
FrrcH,  JoHir, 

112  October,      1765,  X.  232 

FOTHEROILL,  JoHNi 

3  December,   1774,  V.  10 
Fox,  Charles  James, 

1  May.            1782,  IX.  271 

19  April,           1783,  —  618 
Frahklin,  William, 

1 30  AprU,           1776,  VII.  355 

G. 

Galloway,  Joseph, 

t  23  November,  1764,  VII.  276 

1 27  February,     1765,  —  284 

1 29  November,    —  —  302 

t  13  January,       1766,  —  303 

1 23  May,              —  —  317 

i  16  June,             —  —  321 

X 10  March,         1768,  ^  387 

1 17  October,        —  —  416 

1 21  June,           1770,  —  481 

Gband,  Mr. 

9  September,  1786,  X.  271 

12    —                —  —  272 

GmAlTTHAMfEARL   OF, 

26  July,            1788,  IX.  372 
Gexhville,  Mr., 

8  May,            1782,  IX.  273 

10    —                —  —  276 

10    —                —  —  279 


H. 


Harrison,  Behjamiit, 

*  27  July,  1784, 

Hartley,  David, 
1  24  February, 
120  Februaiy, 
t    3  March, 
23  April, 
%  14  Au^st, 
t  23  January, 
22  April, 
17  July, 
2  January, 


1776, 
1778, 


1779,         — 


1780, 
1782, 


1  February,  — 

28    —  — 

11  March,  — 

12  —  — 
21     —  — 

1  May,  — 

3  —  — 

13  —  — 

25  —  - 

26  July,  - 
16  August  — 

%    7  September,  — 

4  October,  — 


X.    116 

VIIL    175 

—  237 

—  245 

—  267 
295 
312 
330 
480 

IX.  118 

—  149 

—  166 

—  168 

—  179 

—  181 

—  183 

—  213 

—  282 

—  294 

—  301 

—  371 

—  395 

—  409 

—  416 


Hartley,  David, 
12  March, 
31    — 

24  September, 

2  March, 

1  Jane, 

t24  Angpat, 

Hartley,  W.  H., 

24  ^ay, 
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1783, 


1784,         — 

1786,        ^ 

1788, 
Hartmahii,  Jour  Fredsmcb, 

t    1  October,       1767,      "* 
Herscbbl,  Wiluam, 

t  18  Febmaiy,  1787, 
HoDGsoH,  William, 

t  20  May,  1781, 

HOPEIHSOR,  FrARCII, 

X  27  March,  1783, 

124  May,  1784, 
Howe,  Lord, 

20  February,  1776, 

20  June,  1776, 

16  Auguat.  — 
10  September,    — 

Howe,  Mrs. 

3  Janoary,  1776,        — 

17  Febroiry,  — 
28    —  — 

4  March,  — 
Hume,  David, 

X  10  May,  1768, 

X  7  February,  1778, 
HuivTiHGTOif,  Samuel, 

X   1  January,      1781, 

X  19  Jane,  — 

HuTCBiMS,  Thomas, 

X  Vm.   486 

HUTTON,  JaMEI, 

1 27  January,      1778,     VIII.    SSS 
X 15  April,  1779,         -.     886 

t21  Auguft,       1780,         —     496 


IirOENHOUSZ,  JOHR, 

X  29  November,   17BB;       TL    446 
X   8  April,  1783»       UL   601 


Jacksor,  Richard, 

i   4  April,           1763,  VII.  M6 

X  18  NovembCT,  1784,  —  878 

1 27  June,            1786,  X.  196 
Jackbok,  Williah, 

X  26  September,  1781,  IX.  61 
James,  Abel, 

IZ.  479 
Jay,  John, 

•  9  July,            1781,  UL  87 

26  January,      1783,  —  478 

11  September,    —  X.  8 

X  26  December,     —  —  4T 

X  13  Deeenber,  1784,  ~  168 
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Jay,  John, 

1 16  September,  1786, 
t    4  October,        — 

11  October,      17B0, 

Jlf^FBRIOXi   TuoltAlf 

t  19  June.  1784, 

Joiixs,  JoHir  Faul, 

t  27  December,  1789, 
Joiixa,  Noble  W., 

1 24  December,  1768, 
JovKs,  William, 

t  as  May,  1779, 


Vol.    Pageb 


X. 

226 
228 

VIII. 

508 

X. 

102 

X. 

419 

Vll. 

425 

VIII. 

365 

Kamxs,  Lord, 

t  21  Janauy, 
Kkhpki.,  M., 

KurHERBLBT,  E., 

3  February, 
12  March, 
1 13  October, 


1769, 


1752, 
1761, 
1770, 

L. 


VII.  432 

X.  24 

V.  273 

—  367 

—  426 


Lafatxtte,  Marquis  di, 

29  Augurt,       1779,  VUI.  381 

t    9  January,       1780,  —  410 

tlO    -                -  -  411 

1 29  February,      —  —  422 

20  June,           1782.  IX.  337 

9  July,              —  —  359 

1 10  February,     1786,  X.  247 

LlROCHEFOUCAULD    d'EnTILLE. 

1 22  May,             1780,  VIII.  454 

LAUREIffl,    liCNRF, 

7  April,           1782,  IX.  241 

20    —                —  —  262 

17  May,              —  —  287 
Li^uREHf.  Jonii, 

t    9  June,            1781,  IX.  41 
Lee,  Arthur, 

t    2  April,           1778,  VIII.  257 
Lettsom,  Joh5  Coaklet, 

t  14  August,        1786,  X,  267 

LlKCOLIV,    BcflJAMIir, 

t  25  September,  1782,  IX.  413 
LrTi!«osToN,  Robert  R., 

24  October,       1781,  IX.  85 

26  November,    —  —  96 

7  January,       1782,  —  128 

13  February,       —  —  160 

22  May,              —  —  282 

9  August,          —  —  380 

2  January,       1783,  —  464 

31  May,              —  —  522 

LoGAif,  James, 

t    3  December,    1747,  VII.  94 
LowifDEs,  Rawlins, 

t  18  July,             1778  VIII.  287 


▼•L    Pi«t. 


M'HxHRT,  Jamks, 

1 21  Auguit,       1784,         X.    136 

Malta,  O^laud  MAtrni  of, 

2J  Ju»e,  1783,       IX.    687 

MAREorv,  M.  i>%, 
I   4  January,      1781,     VIIL    687 
t  21  September.  1785,         X.    985 

i  au  June,  1786,         X.    187 

Maseeittix,  Netil. 

t   3  Hmh,        1788,        VL    871 

Mecom,  Jahk, 

t  Vn.    516 

t  X.    396 

1 23  Auffoit,       1789,        »     386 

Mbrcek,  W., 

11  NoTembef,  1758,         VL     143 

MonEUL.XT,  Alii, 

1785,        U.    4M 
I  31  July,  1787,         X.    313 

Morris,   Koiert, 

•  n  l.iiv,  1781,       IX.     60 

•  5  December,    —  —     109 
t  30  September,  1784,         X    143 

Morris,  Robert  Huirrnu 

t    5  January,      1750^       VU.    103 
Musscrenbrorx,  p.  V., 

1 15  AprU  1759,      VO.    186 

N. 

Nairne,  Edward, 

t    2  December,    1783,  VL    448 

Neate,  William, 

24  December,   1774,  V.      99 

New  Jerset,  CoMMrrrBX  .or, 

t    7  December,   1769,  Vn.    466 

126  July,            1774,  VIIL    196 

NOOARET,   M., 

t    2  March,         1781,     VUI.    638 

NOLLET,   ABhi, 

•  1  July,  1759,  V.    483 
NoRRis,  Isaac, 

X  26  September,  176D,      VII.    904 


Oswald,  Richard, 

5  Jane,  1789,  IX.    313 

5  September,    —  —     408 

24  -       -  -^411 


Faduar  Acadxht  or  Abts  avd  Soi- 

BKCESf 

t  20  December,  1781,  IX.  197 
Paine,  Thomas, 

I    4  March,         1775,  VDL  13B 

1 22  June,           1787,  X.  310 
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Vol.  PBC0- 

Paradise  and  Johbs, 

1 90  May,           177»,  VIII.  366 
PxRcivAL,  Thomas, 

1 23  May,            1786,  X.  180 

1 27  October,       1786,  —  273 

PXRKINS,  JOHV,' 

17  February,    1752,  VI.  118 

3  Aoffust,        —  —  118 

16  October,       1758,  VL  136 

23    -                —  —  138 

14  May,            1753,  —  163 

—  164 

Pope's  Nuncio, 

28  July,            1763,  IX.  548 
PowNALL,  Thomas, 

1767,  VII.  374 

5  July,            1782,  IX.  3&5 

1 28  February,  1783,  —  491 
t  3  July,  1785,  X.  1!)8 
t   8  AprU,           1788,  —  342 

Pjucx,  Richard, 

U4  October,       1779,  VIII.  395 

I   6  April,           1784,  X.  77 

1 12  July,             —  —  105 

1 21  October,       —  ~  146 

t   3  June,           1785,  —  182 

t   5  November,    —  —  237 

t26JanuaiT,      1787,  —  283 

1 26  September,  —  —  320 

I       December,  1788,  —  380 

FRiESTLsr,  Joseph, 

t  21  September,  1766,  VI.  2r3 

t    3  June,            1772,  —  344 

t    1  July,              —  —  346 

1 26  September,  1773,  —  404 

1 14  October,        —  —  4U9 

X 13  February,    1776,  VIII.  171 

t  27  September,  1779,  VI.  423 

Pultrney/  William, 

29  March,        1778,  VUI.  253 


Ratitetal,  M.  de, 

12  April,  1782, 

29  August,       1783, 
8  May,  1785, 

Rhoadk,  Samuel, 

t    3  3fay,  1771, 

130    —  1772, 

Rhode  Islird,  Committee 

t    8  October,       1764, 

Rochefoucauld,  Duke  db 

t   8  February,     1786, 

I  12  July,  1788, 

RoSBItCROIIE,   M., 

8  July,  1783, 

Rush,  BsifjAMiir, 

t  11  March,         1786, 
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168 

VII. 
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v^'. 

264 

1 

245 

354 

IX. 

529 

X. 

255 

s. 


Salta,  M. 
1  April, 


1785,       IX.    506 


Saussure,  M.  db, 

t  23  February,     1778» 

t  17  December,  178t»» 
Sevier,  John, 

I   9  April,  1787, 

Sharp,  GRAirviLLBy 

t  17  June,  1785, 

Shelburitb,  Eari.  or, 
6  April, 

20  — 

21  May, 
25    — 
27  July, 

SBERVIIfOTOll, 

t  20  June, 


▼ol.    Pi«k 


VI. 
X. 


371 
878 


X    S90 
X.    907 


William. 

1753,  VI. 
Shiplet,  Cathbrihb  Louiia, 

X   2  Auffual,        1785,  Z. 

X  24  December,   1788,  — 

ShIPLEV.    '..^^..hr.,  ia;,  i. 

Ij  Miv              ITgl,  IZ. 
SHiPLEr,  JowAtaAir, 

1 24  July             178^  Z. 

i  27  Novetuber,    —  — 

t    1  SeDlember,  J  756,  VII. 
Shirl^t,  William, 

t  17  September,  1755^  VU. 
Small,  Aleeardbh, 

V. 

X   2  January,      1788,  X 
Small,  W., 

10  August,       1771,  YL    39 
Stabl,  Baroh  ob, 

13  June,           1783,  IZ.    6» 
Stevehsoit,  Mabw , 

X  26  September,  1768,  VI. 

X   1  September,  1769,  VII. 
Stiles,  Ezra, 

X  20  Februaiy,     1785,  VL 

28  January,      1790,  Z. 
Strahan,  William, 

13  December,   1757,  VIL 

21  November,  1769,  IV. 

1  February,    1784,  Z. 


ITlh,  IZ.  MO 
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308 

304 
873 

187 

819 
379 

95 

918 
919 

191 

91 

406 

331 


300 

461 


491 

156 
9B8 

66 


Thomson,  Chablbi, 
X  15  January,      1784, 

J    7  March,        1789, 

I  15  August,        1779; 
Tawi<sETie?(it,  Tmomas, 
2S  U^tober,       1788; 

21  February,     1774. 
24    —  — 

TORim,  PiBTBO, 

X  18  Sentember,  1780, 


Valltbatbrs,  M. 
X  94  Deoeinber,  1780; 


Z.  60 

—  378 

VL  361 

IX.  tf9 

nr.  fioo 


VL 
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Vavohait,  Behjamiit, 
t   5  Maroh,         1778, 
9  Jiovember,  1779, 
87    —  1782, 

18  January       1783, 
31    —  — 

1 95  February,       — 
Vbillaro,  M.  lx, 
i   9  October,       1785, 
(85  April,  1789, 

VSBOXHHKS,  CoUlfT  DB, 

85  April,  1778, 

30  June,  1780, 

186  November, 
8  June, 

*31  December, 

84  February, 
5  May, 

1 88  July, 

8  August, 
83    — 

3  October, 
1ft  December, 

85  — 
18  January, 

t    5  April, 
t   5  May, 
87  Aufpist, 

9  September, 
•     »May, 
Ywq,  d'Aztr,  Felix, 

t83Auguit,       1781, 


Vol.    Pnge. 


vni. 
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IX. 


X. 

VIII, 
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1781, 
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245 

75 
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167 
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415 
449 
462 
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508 
520 
137 
139 
171 


VI.    437 


W. 

Walpolx,  Thomas, 

16  March,         1775, 
Walsh,  John, 

I  12  July,  1772, 

WASHiirnTOir,  Georgx, 
11  October,  1780, 
18    —  1782, 

*  25  September,  1785, 
•26    —  - 

23  September.  1789, 
Wkissenstein,  Charles 
X  16  June,  1778, 

Whartoit,  Samuel, 

X  17  April,  1775, 

Whartoh,  Thomas, 
X   4  December,  1764, 
X  24  June,  1765, 

X    9  May,  1766, 

1 12  June,  — 

Whatlet,  George, 

X  15  NoTcmber,  1784, 
Winthrop,  JoHir, 

29  SepUmber,  1762, 

6  January,      1768, 

X   4  March,         1773, 

Wttill,  Sir  Charles, 

17  June,  17^, 


ZiififERir,  JoHif  Charles 
X  26  October,      1778, 
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VI.  848 

VIII.  535 

IX.  481 

X.  837 

—  283 

—  396 

DX. 

VIII.  879 

VIII.  145 

VII.  881 

—  897 

—  313 

—  318 

X.  147 

V.  406 

•^  419 

VI.  37ft 

II.  488 


VIII.    308 


No.  IV. 


MISCELLANEOUS  LETTERS. 


Thif  table  includes  references  to  letters  and  extracts  from  letters,  writtaii 
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A9AiiS|  JoHR,  to  Arthur  Lee, 

to  Robert  R.  Livingston , 

to  Dr.  Hosack, 
Alsxajtdxr,  Jamxs,  to  Cadwallader  Colden,  * 
Alsxahder,  William,  to  David  Hartley, 
AvxaicAir  Agehts  in  London,  to  the  King, 
Ambmblt  or  Massachusxtts,  to  the  Eari 
of  DEftmoon, 

TOL.  X.  61 


▼sL 

npk 

1  10  October,     1778, 

vni. 

868 

•  11  November,  1782, 

IX. 

4ftS 

*  28  January,     1880, 

TV. 

443 

•    9  June,          1754, 
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88 
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V. 

68 

•  29  June,         Vm, 

IV. 

496 

00 
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Bahcroft,  Edward,  to  William  Franklin,  IV.    453 

BxRGMAir,  TuoRBKRif,  to  Benjamin  Wilson,  17  Oetoberi  ITOO,  V.    513 

Blomi,  M.  dk,  to  Count  de  Vergennea,    .    6  February,       178^,        IX.    157 


Carmartheit,  Lord,  to  Dayid  Hartley,     t  SB  May,  1784,  X.  95 

CoLDKN,  Cadwillader,  to  W.  Strahan,  t        Noyember,  1743,  VI.  96 

to  Gronovias,       .        .        .        .    t  —  64 

to  Peter  Collinson,                       .    I  S8  May,  1754,  —  199 

CoLDBir,  Datid,  to ...         4  December,  1753,  V.  319 

CoMMissioNERi,  Americah,  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Secret  Correapondence,  *    6  Febroary,  1777,  VIII.  905 
to  Lord  Stormont,       ...    *  93    —                  —  IX.  106 

*  S  AprU,              —  —  ie6 

•  3    —                  —  —  167 
CoaoRsss,  President  of,  to  tbe  American 

A^nts  in  London,                       96  Oetober,  1774,  V.  96 

CowPBB,  WiLUAM,  to  Mr.  Unwia,      .     *  1789,  IX.  9D 


DvBouRO,  M.,  to  M.  de  Lor,  V.  614 

DuRiTAL,  M.,  to  Mr.  Grand,  30  Aogoat,  1785,         X.  909 

5  September,  —  — -  990 

10    —  -  —  9« 


Farish,  Mr.,  to  Dr.  Brownrigg^,  .  VI.    3B5 

FBAifKLiif ,  William,  to  the  Printer  of  the 

Citizen  or  General  AdTertiser,   .        16  Septembtr,    1787,       IIL    905 


Gallowat,  Joseph,  to  William  Franklin,  t  29  April,  1766,  VII.  811 

Georgia  Assembly,  to  the  King,         .    t  —  495 

H. 

Hamiltoit,  Jambs,  to  Thomaa  P^nn,    .    t  91  Angvat,  1759,  VIL  179 
Hillsborough,  Lord,  to  Sir  Francia  Ber- 
nard,     •  29  April,  1768,  IV.  478 

HowB,  Lord,  to  Mra.  Howe,                         2  January,  1775,  V.  40 

17  Febmary,  —  —  66 

Hutcboisor,  Thomas,  to  Lord  Dartmonth,  19  October,  1773,  IV.  460 


Jat,  JoHir,  to  the  Preaident  of  Congren,  *  91  April,  1781,  IX.  41 

•25    -  -  —  5 
JoBVioii,  William  Samuel,  Io  Gorernor 

Pitkin, I  96  Decenibtr,  1767,  VD.  91V 
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JaBirsoir,  William  Samuel,  to  Governor 


Vol.    Pag*. 


Pitkin,   .... 

t  23  July, 

17G8, 

VII. 

418 

to  Governor  Pitkin,                        .    I  t©  March, 

1769, 

— 

439 

!•  Governor  Trumbull, .                .    t    6    — 

1770, 

— 

466 

t    2  January, 

J771, 

— 

502 

JoMHtToiTE,  GovERKOR,  to  Fnuicis  Dana,    *  10  June, 

1778, 

VIIL 

302 

JoRKs,  Paol,  to  Robert  Morris,               .    •  27    — 

1780, 

VIII. 
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JoRM,  Sir  William,  to  Mr.  Baron  Eyre,  *    2  October, 

1782, 

VIH. 

367 

L. 
L»ArATSTTB,  Marquis  oe,  to  Paul  Jones,  *  22  May, 

1779, 

VIII. 

338 

I«AURBirs,HEirRr,  to  llie  House  of  Commons,*    7  December, 

1781, 

VIII. 

517 

LsB,  Arthur,  to  Samuel  Adams,          .    *  10  June, 

1771, 

VIII. 

57 

to  Richard  Henry  Lee, 

*  18  September, 

1769, 

— 

69 

to  Samuel  Adams, 

•    4  October, 

1777, 

— 

444 

t6  Richard  Henry  Lee, 

•  ^^ 

1777, 

— 

445 

to  J.  J.  Pringle,     . 

•    3  August, 

1779, 

— 

447 

toMr.Lovell, 

.    *    6  November, 



— 

446 

I^Air,  James,  to  Peter  Collinson, 

.    t    IJuly, 

1749, 

VII. 

39 

t  80  October, 

— 

— 

39 

t  14  February, 

1750, 

VI. 

100 

LvxsRRE,  M.  Di  LA,  to  Count  de  Ver^nni 

»,t    1  December, 

1783, 

X. 

7 

M. 


MAiiAS,  AbbA,  to  Stephen  Hales, . 


20  May, 


1752, 


OLiTsm,  Peter,  to  Jared  Eliot, 
Oswald,  Richard,  to  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
bume, 


Id  Thomas  Townshend, 


31  March,         1756,         II.      41 


P. 


PmBBRTOR,  Israel,  to  Dr.  Fothergill, 
Pmrw,  Thomas,  to  Grovemor  Hamilton, 


t    9  June, 

1782, 

IX. 

323 

t    8  July, 

— 

— 

352 

1  10    - 

— 

— 

354 

t  11    - 

— 

— 

363 

112    - 

— 

— 

367 

t    7  August, 

^ 

— 

377 

t  13    - 

— 

— 

386 

t  16     - 

— 

— 

389 

t  10  September, 

— 

— . 

405 

t  H    - 

— 



404 

t  11  October, 

— 

— 

406 

1    7  November, 

"- 

— 

424 

t 

1755, 

VII. 

96 

t 

VII. 

206 

t    6  June, 

1760, 

.. 

215 

127    - 

— 

— 

216 

J  13  April, 

1761, 

— 

243 

t  11  February, 

1768, 

— 

212 
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PxHHy  Thomas  and  Richako,  to  the  As- 
sembly of  Penruylvaiim,                 S23  May,  1753,  111.  538 

Pkrrsylvahia,  Assembly  or,  to  Thomas 

Penn  and  Elichard  Penn,                6  June,  1751,  IV.  5^ 

Piters,  R.,  to  Jolin  aod  Richard  Penn,    t  '^^O  November,  1747,  VII.  90 

Pmck,  Richard,  to  the  American  Ctnn- 

missioners,    .                         .    *  Id  January,  1779,  VIIL  966 

PftJESTLEV,  Joseph,  to  the  Editor  of  the 

Monthly  Magnzine,              .    «  10  November,  1803,  IV.  451 

Prisole,  Johh  J.,  U>  Ralph  Izard,         .    *  20  April,  1778,  VIII.  950 

Pkiholb,  Sir  Johh,  to  Alexander  Small,      S£>    —  1780|  VI.  449 

a 

QuiMCT,  Edmund,  to  Thomas  Mollis,     .    *  25  July,  17G6,  VII.  996 

R. 

Raulet,  M.,  toM.  Dalibard, .                         10  May,  ITS^,  V.  991 

RiTTEimousE,  Datid,  to ,              .    f  12  December,  1787,  X.  9S 

RosEircHoif E,  M.,  to  M.  de  Walterstorf,        22  Febmary,  1783,  IX.  48F 

S. 

Sbilburiie,  Earl  or,  to  Richard  Oswald,  t  21  M«y,  1788;  IX.  909 

—  —  SI9 

I  30  Jane,             —  —  946 

t  13  July,             —  —  997 
Stormort,  Lord,  to  the  American  Com- 

miisioners,     ....    *        April,  1777,  IX.  197 

Strachey,  &Ir.,  to  Thomas  Townshend,  X        November,  1782.  IX.  491 

St&auaii,  William,  to  C.  Golden,        .    t    ^  ^^7$  1744,  VL  99 

to  Deborah  Franklin,   ...        13  December,  1787,  VU.  199 

T. 

TxsGNAGEL,  Mr.,  to  Coont  Bentiock,   .         5  January,  1770,  VL  894 
TsRifENT,   Gilbert,   Frakcis    Alisor, 

and  John  Ewiro,  (Circolar.)        30  March,  1784,  VIL  981 

TownsHEKD,  Thomas,  to  Richard  Oswald,  X  26  July,  1788,  IX.  998 

t    ]  September,    —  —  403 

t  -  -  -  ^  m 

t20    —  —  —  418 

V. 

Vbroerres,  Court  de,  to  M.  de  la  Lu- 
zerne,     I  19  December,  1788;  IX.  469 

t  21    -                —  —  489 

t  24    —                —  —  487 

t    7  September,  1788,  —  489 

Vkbhob,  Charles,  to  Sir  Grey  Cooper,        27  November,  1780,  VIIL  918 

W. 

Washibstor,  Gborgb,  to  Bryan  Fairfax,  *  20  July,  1774,  VIL  999 

Watsob,  W.,  to  the  lU^nl  Society,               21  December,  1798,  V.  996 
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Abridgment  of  the  Book  of  Common 
PraueTf  made  in  part  by  Franklin,  X. 
207, 1W8 

^6#arpii<m,  remarks  on,  VI.  65.  Wheth- 
er it  is  in  progress  at  the  same  time 
with  perspiration,  66. 

Academyj  obtiervations  relative  to  the 
intentions  of  the  original  founders  of 
the  Philadelphia,  II.  13:).  Subscrip- 
tions for  an,  in  Philadelphia,  VI.  108. 
Remarks  respecting  the  Philadelphia, 
VII.  51.  Interest  taken  by  Franklin 
in  it,  63.     Remarks  conceroing  it,  80. 

Aeeount  of  the  Court  of  the  P^us,  II. 
508. 

Account  of  the  J^e^otiations  in  London 

for  effecting  a  Reconciliation  between 
Chreat  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  was  writ- 
ten. V.  1. 

Account  of  the  newly-invented  Pennsyl- 
vania Fireplace.  Its  invention  describ- 
ed, VI.  M. 

Adams,  Juii!«,  his  remarks  quoted  in 
reference  to  Franklin's  correspondence 
with  Governor  Shirley,  III.  64.  His 
letter  to  Dr.  Hosack,  relative  to  the 
Hutchinson  LetlerH,  IV.  443.  Is  ap- 
pointed by  Congress  to  confer  with 
Lord  Howe,  V.  1)7.  His  opinion  ex- 
pressed to  Arthur  I^e,  in  regard  to  the 
intercourse  of  the  American  commis- 
sioners, VIII.  262  His  view  of  the 
disposition  of  the  French  court,  324. 
His  erroneous  view  of  the  feeling  in 
America  towards  France,  470.  His 
correspondence  displeasing  to  the 
French  court,  487.  His  account  of 
the  difTiculty  of  procuring  a  loan  in 
Holland,  I  a.  ID.  Is  appointed  one 
of  the  commissioners  for  nem»tialing 
pear^,  Ki.  His  account  of  Ue  Neuf 
ville'fl  scheme  of  a  loan,  106.  His 
interview  with  Mr.  Digges  on  the  sub- 
ject of  negotiations  for  peace,  186. 
His  conversation  with  Mr.  Laurens 
respecting  the  views  of  the  British 
ministry,  and  the  basis  of  peace,  25(5. 
His  distrust  of  the  French  court,  534. 
His  comment  on  the  accusation  against 
Franklin  relative  to  the  fisheries,  a  12. 
Sends  to  Franklin  a  copy  of  his  work 
on  the  American  Constitutions,  284. 


Adams,  Samuel,  hii  chaneter,  tnd  hit 
opinion  of  Fr&nklin,  VIII.  99. 

Address  of  the  Aiiembly  of  PenniylTa- 
nia  to  Dr.  Franklin,  on  hii  return  from 
France,  V.  137.  Of  the  American 
PhiIow>phicaI  Society,  138.  Of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvuiia,  140. 

Address  to  the  PubUc,  from  the  Penn- 
svlvania  society  for  promoting  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  relief  of 
free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bond- 


age, II.  515. 
Affliction,  ' 


58. 


just  mode  of  considering,  VII. 


Africans,  anecdote  illustrating  the  honor 
of,  IV.  69. 
Agents  of  Colonies,  their  little  ntiliiy, 

AoRicoLA,  distinction  made  by,  of  the 
various  kinds  of  earthquakes,  VI.  9. 

Agriculture,  its  prosperity  after  the  Rey- 
olotion ,  II .  462.  Importance  of  teach- 
ing it  in  colleges,  Vll.  45.  Value  of 
oxen  and  horses  in,  434.  An  honor- 
able employment,  56SL 

Aids  to  the  Crown  common  mode   of 

J  granting  in  the  Colonies,  IV.  194, 243. 
ir,  importance  of  fresh,  during  sleep, 
II.  172.  Its  effect,  in  electricafexpen- 
roents,  V.  2GI.  Whether  it  may  not  five 
and  receive  electrical  fire  to  and  from 
clouds  and  vapors  passing  through  it, 
337.  Reasons  for  believing  that  it  has 
its  share  of  electricity,  369.  How  the 
electricity  at  different  heights  may  be 
determined,  .370.  Other  circumstances 
relating  to  its  electricity,  387.  Ob- 
servations on  the  same  subject,  406. 
May  be  the  cause  of  earthquakes,  VI. 
2.  Some  of  its  properties,  36.  Colds 
produced  by  the  powerful  draught  of, 
40.  Observations  respecting  its  quali- 
ties, 1 27.  Substances  which  it  attracts 
and  supports,  130.  Mr.  Todd's  ob- 
jections to  Franklin's  theory  relative 
to  the  attraction  between  water  and, 
171 .  Mephitic  qualitycommunicated 
by  respiration  to  the,  308.  Priestley's 
experiments  upon,  344.  Obtained 
from  metals,  345.  Noxious,  restored 
by  sprigs  of  mint,  347.  Properties  of 
the  nitrous,  347.  Effect  of  cold,  in 
diseases,  386.  Moist,  not  unhealthy, 
402.  Priestley's  experiments  on,  4Xk. 
On  alkaline,  409.  Effect  of  vegeU- 
tion  on   noxious,  414.     Expenment 

0  0* 


486 


GENERAL   INDEX. 


[Insz, 


showing  its  rarefaction  by  heat,  507. 
Want  of,  a  frequent  cause  of  smoky 
chimneys,  501).  Moistneiu  of  the,  not 
productive  of  disease,  5*i().  Fixed, 
obtained  from  metals,  VII I.  172 

Jiir  bathy  mode  of  enjoying  an,  VI.  2$M. 

.iirjjumpf  remarks  on  Smeatou's,  VI. 

,iir  thermometer,  Franklin's  construc- 
tion of  an  electrical,  V .  371.  liemarks 
on  the,  'JHO. 

Alkmbert,  D\  his  translation  of  a 
Latin  verse,  applied  by  Turuot  to 
Franklin,  VIII.  5:37. 

Ai.EXA.NUiiR,  James,  his  remarks  on 
Franklin's  '*  Hints  towards  a  Scheme 
of  Union  of  the  Colonies,"  111.  28.  His 
suggestion  of  an  experiment  to  meas- 
ure the  time  taken  up  by  an  electric 
spark  in  moving  through  any  given 
space,  V.  315.  Franklin's  comment 
thereon,  317. 

Aleiander,  William,  his  certificate 
respecting  Franklin's  interview  with 
Mr.  Pulteney,  VIII.  447.  His  inter- 
view  with  Mr.  Hartley,  relative  to  ne- 
gotiations for  peace,  lA.  119.  His  ex- 
planation relative  to  the  willingness 
of  the  American  commissioners  to 
treat  without  the  assent  of  France, 
153. 

,9tgerine8,  their  attempt  to  seize  Ameri- 
can vessels,  IX.  50<>.  Unfounded  ru- 
mor of  the  capture  of  Franklin  by, 
X.230. 

Alison,  Francis,  VII.  GS,  88. 

^Ikaiine  Air,  Priestley's  experiments 
on,  VI.  40i'. 

Allen,  William,  Chief  Justice,  VII. 
272. 

Alliancty  employment  of  Uie  frigate, 
VIII.  a53.  Of  prizes  taken  by  the, 
400.     Mutiny  on  board  the,  IX.  13. 

Jljphabety  scheme  of  a  new,  VI.  2^. 
"Table  of  Huch  an,  2%.  Remarks  on 
the  table,  2l)ti.  Various  examples  of 
the  scheme,  300.  Of  a  reform  of  tlie, 
X.  2()1. 

Jhnber,  electrical  experiments  on,  V. 
403.     Its  explosion  by  electricity,  404. 

Ambrustp.r.  Antiiosy,  VII.  l(jy. 

America,  frugal  mode  of  living  in,  II. 
428.  Future  prospects  of  the  pecu- 
niary ability  of,  430.  Its  character 
abroad,  relative  to  the  payment  of 
debts,  432.  Remarks  on  ihe  internal 
state  of,  AC)] .  Ironical  examination  of 
the  question  respecting  payment  of 
the  debts  of,  to  British  morchants,  40!). 
Popularity  of  taxin jr.  in  England,  VII. 
352.  As  to  the  discovery  of,  before 
Columbu9,  VHI.  Gl>.  See  United 
States. 

American  Colonies,  Plan  of  Union  of  the, 


III.  23.  On  the  direct  tazmtion  of  the, 
without  their  conaent, 58.  Saroi  which 
they  pay  the  mother  country,  G8.  On 
their  repreaentation  in  Parhament,  64. 
Nature  of  the  ^rovennnent  of  the,  97. 
On  the  probability  and  the  efiect  of 
tlieir  union  with  the  mother  conntry. 

IV.  15C.  Their  efibria  in  conductinf 
the  wars  with  the  French  and  Indiuie, 
157.  Of  the  British  daim  of  Uziiy 
the,  158.  Tlieir  diipodtion  towanC 
Great  Britain  prior  to  1763,  and  ainoey 
WX  Their  views  relative  to  the  pow* 
er  of  Parliament  to  legialate  ibr  toem, 
J  no.  Their  capacities  for  manufactm^ 
in?,  175.  Their  readineaa  to  grant 
aids  to  the  crown,  193.  Their  early 
system  of  lawi,  217.  Extent  of  the 
power  of  Parliament  over  them,  918. 
Of  their  representation  in  Pteliameat, 
220.  Policy  of  Great  Britain  relalivt 
to  trade  with  them,  S95.  Mode  m 
which  their  aidi  to  the  erown  haft 
been  granted,  243.  On  reetrktioni 
impoaed  on  their  manufactoring,  SU. 
Cause  of  their  non-consumption  agic^ 
menta,  *£3.  A  repeal  of  dotiea  net 
likely  to  aatiafy  them,  2G2.  Byrtm 
of  law  brought  hither  by  the  Kttkn^ 
271 .  Readiness  with  which  they  htf« 
contributed  for  the  common  weUhit^ 
285.  Disregard  of  their  rights  hj 
Parliament,  ^86.  British  poiieyvdfr 
tive  to  tlieir  establishment,  307.  A^ 
vantage  of  establiihinff,  npon  the  bb^ 
coast,  312.  Difficulty  in  indodng  tht 
inhabitants  of  the  middle,  to  emiffiilD 
to  the  north  or  south,  360.  Of  tht 
King's  riffht  to  quarter  troops  in  ths, 
W.la.  1"  ranklin  8  proposition  relstiVB 
to  granting  monejf  to  the  crown,  o  ft 
basis  of  compromise,  80.  Not  settled 
at  tlic  expense  of  Great  Britain,  84. 
Nor  proU-cted  by  her,  86.  As  to  ths 
charge,  that  they  refuse  to  contribirtB 
for  tlieir  own  protection,  88.  On  the 
equality  of  voting  in  Congress,  16BL 
Proceedings  of  Rhode  Island  in  regaid 
to  the  plan  of  Parliament  to  tax  thSt 
VII.  2(>4.  PUm  of  their  onion  with 
Great  Britain,  329.  Encroachment  of 
Parliament  on  their  rights,  477.  Of 
the  right  of  Great  BriUm  to  tax  thai, 
4'^7.  Their  inde|>endence  predieled, 
522.  Their  secoritv  lies  in  their  »• 
creasing  strength,  VlII.  31.  8n 
tions  as  to  their  mode  of  p 
redress,  G2.  Plan  for  their  ia 
union  with  Great  Britain,  146.  Thair 
situation  at  the  close  of  1775,  IflK. 
Pr>pularity  of  their  cause  in  Eniopi, 
213.  Recommended  to  them  by  Con- 
gress to  constitute  goremmenis,  ISA. 
See  Plan  of  Vniem  if  tk§  Ctiamm. 
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Amerimn  MstUaU  and  PkUamhieal 
Htgut^f  •ome  account  of  the,  VI.  18. 

JSmerieam.  PkUoBopkieal  MiacdUmyy 
Franklin's  ■cb«me  of  publithine  in, 
VI.  72. 

American  PkUommkical  Soei«tyy  account 
of  the,  i.57G,  II.  9.  Its  addreaa  to 
Franklin,  on  his  return  from  France, 
V.  13d.  First  suggested  by  Franklin, 
and  its  plan,  as  proposed  by  him,  VI. 
14.  Its  condition  and  purposes,  15. 
How  formed,  28.  Its  estsiblishuient 
all  uded  to,  V 1 1 .  4o5.  Efforts  of  Frank- 
lin to  animate  it,  X.  90.  Count  de 
Cainpomanes's  notice  of  its  Transac- 
tions, 308. 

AiioNTO!<s,  his  discourse  relative  to  air, 
as  the  cause  of  earthquakes,  VI.  7. 

JhukoTt  sugmtion  of  a  swimming,  for 
Tessels,  VI.  481.  How  constructed, 
483. 

Animal  Magneiiam^  its  efficacy  doubted, 
X.  75.  Commission  in  Paris  to  exam- 
ine the  subject,  76. 

AifsTKr,  mentioned,  X.  276. 

Anthony  Aftenait,  letter  from,  II.  532. 

AnU-Ftderalists,  their  conduct  compar- 
ed with  that  of  the  ancient  Jews,  V. 
158. 

Antigua,  description  of  a  water-spout 
•1,  VI.  143,     (Salubrity  of,  Vll.  59. 

Apologue  by  Franklin,  II.  168.  An- 
other,  showing  the  conduct  of  man- 
kind towards  one  another,  IX.  226. 

Awpalachian  MowUainSj  discovery  of 
sea  shells  in  the,  VI.  81. 

Apparatus,  construction  of  a  portable, 
to  demonstrate  Franklin's  principles 
of  electricity,  V.  440.  Mode  of  using 
it,  447. 

AnprtnticeSf  general   conduct  of,  VII. 

Arabian  Tale,  II.  193. 

Arabs,  their  treatment  of  prisoners  of 
war,  IV.  m. 

Akanda,  Count  d',  interview  of  the 
American  commissioners  with,  VUI. 
194.  Remarks  addressed  to,  on  the 
proposition  of  the  United  Slates  in  re- 
gard to  S(>ain,  212.  His  interview 
with  Franklin  and  Jay,  respecting  a 
treaty  with  Spain,  IX.  350. 

Arcana  Imperii,  remarks  on  a  work  en- 
titled, Vlll.  283. 

Arkndt,  Baron  d',  recommended  to 
the  rresident  of  Congress,  Vlll.  455. 

Aristotle,  his  distinction  of  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  earthquakes,  VI.  9. 

Armed  .Neutrality ,  iu  origin,  Vlll.  463, 
466.     Completed  and  proclaimed,  490. 

Armonicn,  an  ode  coinpiwed  by  Metasta- 
sio,  and  expressly  designed  to  be  ac- 
companied by  the,  I.  2<>>.  Account  of 
th«  origin  of  the,  VI.  245.    The  in- 


strument described,  946.  Direotiani 
for  drawing  out  its  tones,  353. 

Armstroitg,  his  suggestions   respeet- 

'  ing  fresh  air  in  fevers,  VI.  314. 

Armyy  American,  their  inadequate  sup- 
ply of  military  stores,  VH  1.196.  Thur 
operations  early  in  1777,  906.  Of  sup- 
plies of  arms  and  clothing  for  the,  (foai 
the  French  court,  492.  Their  dw- 
tressed  condition,  535.  Their  oon- 
ditioo  in  1789,  IX.  413. 

Army,  British,  their  coodact  in  Ameri- 
ca,.VlIl.  416. 

Army,  French,  in  America.  raggmtiiMi 
that  they  be  furnished  with  proviaioBi 
Uiere,  VIII.  521. 

Arsold,  Bbitedict,  curious  impres- 
sions respecting  his  personal  hiMoiy, 
VIII. '304.    His  treachery,  IX.  3D. 

Art  cf  Virtue,  FrankUn*i  plan  of  m- 
paring  a  work  entitled,  I.  115.  £z» 
plained,  VII.  197.    AUnded  to,  939. 

Artides  of  OnrfedenHon  and  Perpetnti 
Union,  proposed  in  General  Congrem^ 
origin  of  the,  and  diflbrenoe  fh>m  tlM 
plan  finally  adopted,  V.  91.  Mode  of 
election  nnder,  and  the  powers  ani 
duty  of  Congrem,  99.  How  to  \m 
ratified,  95. 

Aruhobl,  VIII,  169. 

Asbestos,  a  purse  made  of,  VII.  1. 

AsoiLi,  Captain,  his  ease  alluded  to; 
justice  of  the  proceedings  against  him, 

IX.  375. 

Assembly  of  Massachusetts,  See  Mm* 
sackusetts, 

AtlatUic  Ocean,  conjecture  as  to  tbs 
cause  why  westward  voyages  aeroM 
the,  are  longer  than  the  eastward,  VI. 
74.  This  to  be  attributed  to  the  preva- 
lence of  westerly  winds,  77. 

Attraction,  of  the  law  of,  between  dif- 
ferent qusntities  of  the  electric  floidy 

V.  386. 

AUBBRTCUIL,  HiLLIARD  D*,his  HlStOIJ 

of  the  American  Revolution  mention* 
ed,  1X444. 

Aurora  Borealis,  V.  219.  Suggestion 
respecting  iU  cause,  284.  Whether  it 
may  not  be  the  flashing  of  eleetrical  firs 
from  positive  towards  negative  eloudsy 
337.  Suppositions  and  bints  towards 
forming  a  hypothesis  to  explain  ths, 

VI.  417.  Papipr  bvFranklin  on  ths, 
mentioned,  VIII.  *27. 

Austria,  offers  to  mediate  between  tks 
belligerenu.  Her  offer  declined  ht 
France,  IX.  3.  Declined  by  Enghmfl, 
8!).  Her  willingness  to  aeknowledfS 
the  independence  of  the  United  States^ 
501.    Of  a  eommercial  treaty  witk, 

X.  118, 149. 
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JhtUfmalafti     CkeMS-Playar, 
mentioned,  X.  83. 

B. 


Kempel'i 


BACHEyBBIfJAHIir  FlUIfKLIlV,  VIII.  1U5. 
Hia  proficiency  in  hit  atodiea,  374^, 
375.    Ajrain  mentioned,  X.  3. 

Bache,  Richard,  marries  Franklin's 
daughter,  VII.  350. 

Baciir,  Sarah,  her  exertions  to  sup- 
ply the  American  troops  with  clothing, 
Vlil.  5*i8.    1:^  FRAifKLiif,  Sarah. 

Bache,  Professor,  his  attempt  to  fix 
the  date  of  Franklin's  observation  rel- 
ative to  northeast  stonns,  referred  to, 

VI.  lot;. 

Bagaldk,  by  Franklin,  II.  164. 
BnUloons,  remarks  on ,  V  1. 452.  Those  of 
Charles  and  Robert,  and  Monteolfier, 

453.  On  the  invention  of,  A.  13. 
Ascent  of  one,  32.  Of  the  means  of 
directing  their  course,  03.  Improve^ 
ments  in  constructing,  123.  Inflated 
with  inflammable  air,  14ti.  Danger 
of  ascending  in,  187. 

Balm,  Captain,  recommended  by  Frank- 
lin to  Congress,  V ill.  105. 

Baltimore,  rapid  growth  of,  VII.  519. 

Basckuft,  Edward,  his  account  of 
Franklin's  demeanor  before  the  Privy 
Council,  IV.  453.  And  of  his  dress 
when  signing  the  treaty  with  France, 

454.  MenUoned,  VIII.  2(^6,  IX.  525. 
Bank  of  the  Untied  States,  its  success, 

X.  30(). 

Banks,  nature  and  utility  of,  II.  26G. 
Bamks,  ^9IR  Joseph,  VI.  342. 
Barbary  Stntes,  relations  between  the 

United  Slates  and  tlie,  alluded  to,  VIII. 

361,  IX.  544. 
Barclay,    David,     his    conversation 

with    Franklin  on  the  subject  of  a 

reconciliation    between    the   colonies 

and  Britain,  V.  8.     Produces  a  plan  of 

pcrniaiieiit  union,  5ti. 
Barclay.  Thomas,  is  admitted  as  consul 

of  tlie  United  States  for  France,  IX. 

415. 

Bard,  Johiv,  account  of,  VI.  73. 
Bariatinski,  I'rincet  anecdote  relating 

to  hin  visit  to  Franklin,  IX.  2ti5.    His 

civililies  to  Franklin,  21*0. 
Baromelrr,  effect  of  air  on  the,  VI.  222. 

Remark  on  the  ciianges  of  the,  VII. 

52. 
Barrier  Colanitis,    Pownall's  plan  for 

settling,  III.  00. 
Bakkow,  Mrs.,  her  situation  in  New 

York,  VIII.  200. 
Barry,  John,  Captain,  his  services  to 

a  Venetian  vessel,  IX.  B^.    Mentioned, 

154.      R<*que8ted    to    take  goods    to 

America  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  150. 


Bartram,  JoHir,  hit  acooant  of  r  ■•- 
markable  Aorora  BokrUs,  VI.  Sll. 
His  character,  VII.56,  S8.  Some  par* 
tieulars  respecting  him,  433.  Of  tkt 
publication  of  his  **  Tnifeli  and  OlMev- 
▼ationi,"  446.    His  pennon,  534. 

Baskkrvillc,  Johh,  aooonnt  of  Iim 
printing,  VII.  219.  FfRoklin's  opia- 
lon  of  his  skill.  213. 

Bath,  Earl  of,  his  LaUtr  to  T^bq  Grmft 
Men  on  the  subjeet  of  CanRdR,  rIIiuM 
to,  IV.  1. 

Bathing f  cold,  not  injarioos,  VI.  58. 

Bavarta,  Electorate  of,  on  eatRblishiaf 
commercial  relations  between  the 
United  Stales  and  the,  IX.  506,  643. 

Baiter,  Ardrkw,  his  ^Inqaiiy  into 
tlie  Nature  of  tlie  Human  Soul,*'  VL 
87.  His  doctrine  examined,  86.  Hk 
book  again  referred  to,  93. 

Braumarchais,Caroii  dx,  mentioned, 
VIII.  2ti9.  His  contract  for  rappUBt 
for  the  United  SUtea,  994.  Of  hk 
accounts,  3d5.  Hia  delaj  in  arttU^y 
his  accounts,  IX.  390.  Hia  Migmm 
mentioned,  X.  1(9.  Advance  of  % 
million  of  livres  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to,  867. 

Bea  V  Moirr,  his  RtjlexiomM  £wik  Etrmagtr 
dSsintiress6,  alluded  to,  VII.  470. 

Beccaria,  John  Baptist,  of  hia  wotk 
on  elecUioitv,  V.  356.  FranUin*e 
view  of  it^  &S,  His  experimenl  of 
the  explosion  of  water,  393.  Pep« 
by,  containing  an  account  of  elecSii> 
cal  experimentR,  605.  Notice  of  Ui 
work  on  electricity,  VII.  64. 

Beckforp,  allusion  to  his  bill  for  am* 
venting  bribery  at  elections,  VII.  384. 

Bkckwith,  General,  his  plan  of  joia- 
\ne  the  American  army  diacouraflodi 
VIII.  348. 

Bedford  PartVy  their  hoatility  to  tko 
Americans,  VII.  467. 

Bei,l,  his  account  of  the  hoapitality  of 
the  Daggestans,  IV.  6a 

Be//s,  superstitious  notion  respecting 
during  thunder-atorma,  V.  499. 

Beltok,  Joseph,  hia  oontrivanee  ftr 
destroying  the  vessels  of  an  enemf, 
mentioned,  VIII.  185. 

Benefits^  motives  with  which  they  shoaU 
be  conferred,  VII.  74. 

Behezet,  Amtroht,  Vin.  16. 

Bentinck,  Captain,  hia  experiment  la 
show  tlie  efficacy  of  oil  in  atiUii^ 
waves,  VI.  365. 

Bergmanit,  Professor,  hia  remaifa  OA 
one  of  Franklin*a  eleotrieal  expert- 
menu,  V.  513. 

Beri«ari>,  Fraitgis,  Governor,  hia  of^ 
ficial  communication  to  the  Henaca  of 
Assembly  in  Maasaehusetta,  IV.40Bb 
Hia  aekhowfedgnest  leUliTO  to  tht 
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€Oiidiiet  of  the  Anmnblr  after  the  re- 
peal of  the  stamp  aet,  476.  His  pro- 
ceedings io  regard  to  quartering  the 
troops,  491.  lUjeetion  of  the  petition 
for  his  removal,  493.  His  conduct  as 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  VH.  365. 
His  proceeding  in  regard  to  a  aepflur- 
atlon  of  the  eastern  townships  nom 
MaseachnsetU,  VIH.  66. 

Bbbkouilli,  his  suggestion  of  a  mov- 
isf  power  for  boaU,  VI.  478. 

BxBiiiTORrr,  his  communication  to 
Franklin  on  the  seizure  of  American 
priies  in  Norway,  Vlll.  433. 

tfiTAir,  SrLVAiros,  his  bust  of  William 
Peon,  VII.  190. 

INUe,  Proposed  New  Version  of  the,  II. 

AUs  9f  CrmUtj  their  convenience  and 
■tility  in  commeroe,  II.  966.  Of  those 
famed  upon  landed  security,  268. 

WittfExekan^Sj  American,  correction 
of  •rroneous  mipressions  respecting, 
IX.56. 

BwflHAM,  William,  his  complaint  of 
lVaiiUin*8  refbsing  his  drafts,  VIII. 


Eiitiim  of  the  classics,  men- 
,  IX.  196. 

visit  of  Franklin  to,  VII. 


^oned,I 


Butaw,  first  oonsecration  of  in  Ameri- 
on,  11.  116.  Sketch  of  the  trial  of  the 
■even,  for  libel,  396.  On  the  appoint- 
aient  of,  for  America,  VII.  437.  Or- 
tfantien  of  American,  X.  109. 

jWedmrrff ,  effect  of  destroying,  in  New 
England,  VII.  67. 

BUA  Prmu^  privateer,  exploits  of  the, 
VIII.  3!K),  40-2. 

JHodfcrta'f  SolvmU^  a  remedy  for  the 
•tone,  X.  163. 

Blmeks^  pkn  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  free,  II.  513. 

BlAGKWBLL,  John,  his  appointment 
and  conduct  as  deputy  Governor  of 
Bennsvlvania,  III.  id!).  His  address  to 
ttie  Assembly,  130.    Their  reply,  131. 

Bmnib,  ooroplains  of  an  ontnife  by 
American  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Nor- 
way, IX.  157. 

BUod,  remarks  on  its  motion  in  the 
heart,  VI.  68.  On  the  circulation  of 
the,  70.  Conjecture  as  to  the  cause 
of  its  heat  in  healthy  persons,  97. 
Its  use  in  respiration,  Vlll.  172. 

Board  of  Tradc^  reasons  assigned  in 
IJbeir  report,  in  fovor  of  restraining  the 
faaoes  of  paper  money,  II.  341 .  Those 
Koeons  examined,  342.  Their  agency 
in  regard  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania, 
VI1.850. 

JMs,  various  modes  suggested  for 
giving  motion  to,  VI.  478. 
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Beefy,  saggeetion  of  the  oxistenee  of 

imbibing  pores  in  the  hnnian,  VI.  833. 

BoKRUAAvx,  his  remark  on  the  dansmr 

of  exposure  to  a  dranght  of  air,  VL 

42. 

Book  of  Comrnatk  Prayor^  Frankli&'t 
abridgment  of  the,  X.  207. 
Booktj  description    of  an  instromeiit 
for  taking  them  from  shelves,  VI.  568. 
Highprioeof,  X.  161. 
Bonugko^  expediency  of  disfranchiMnff 
the  smaU  English,  II.  491. 
BoBcovicH,  his  aoconnt  of  a  whirlwind 
at  Rome,  VI.  149. 

Boston,  proceedings  of  the  town  of,  in 
1772,  IV.  381.  Voteoftheinhahitanti 
of,  relative  to  disorders,  in  1766, 471. 
Seizure  of  a  vessel  of  war  and  im- 
pressment of  seamen  in,  481 .  Petitiai 
to  the  Governor  on  this  subject,  488. 
British  troops  sent  to,  and  qnartend 
in,  483.  Its  inhabitants  summon  % 
convention  of  deputies  frooi  the  other 
towns,  484.  Massacre  of  the  5th  of 
March,  and  removal  of  the  tnx^ 
from,  486.  Address  of  the  House  of 
Lords  to  the  King  lelative  to  prooeod* 
ings  in,  489 ;  and  the  King  ■  reply. 
490.  Narrative  of  the  inhabitants  H 
respecting  the  condoet  of  Govonmr 
Bernard,  491.  Arrival  of  the  Ian  ia» 
in  1773. 506.  Deaths  in,  by  inoeak- 
tion,  VI.  118.  Besolutions  adopted 
in,  relative  to  non-importation  toad 
manufoctures,  VII.  371.  Their  eftol 
in  EngUnd,  376,  387.  Arrival  of  6ib 
eign  troops  in,  418.  Committee  of, 
transmit  a  correspondence  to  Frank* 
lin,  459.  Military  preparations  in,  in 
1774,  VHI.  135.  General  Gago'o 
treachery  in,  157. 

Boston  Port-Bill,  its  objectionable  char- 
acter, VIII.  128. 

Boundariet  of  the  United  Statoo,  aaggdt 
tion  respecting  them  as  a  condition  of 
peace,  IX.  129.  See  Peace, 
Boundeo,  general  expedieney  of,  H. 
402.  Remarks  <Tespeoting  those  ob 
grain,  405. 

BouquKT,  HxifRT,  Colonel,  his  aooout 
of  Franklin's  services  in  the  Frenoh 
war,  VII.  260.  Sketch  of  the  railitaiy 
services  of,  261. 

BowDoiir,  Jamis,  account  of,  V.  866. 
His  observations  on  the  crooked  ^ 
rection  of  lightning,  263.  Objeoti^Mi 
to  the  hypotnesis,  that  the  sea  is  tho 
source  of  lightning,  868.  His  obwr- 
vation  of  the  effect  of  liffhtnin|^  on 
the  compass,  277.  His  oDservatie— 
on  the  electricity  of  the  eloods,  819. 
His  account  of  preparations  made  in 
Boston  to  observe  the  transit  of  Ifer- 
cory,  VI.  161.    His  theory  with  i«- 
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■pect  to  the  light  in  tea-water,  190. 
Hif  remarks  on  the  method  of  Aimi*h- 
ing  supplies  to  the  Indians,  VII.  78. 

Bows  ami  Jirrows,  their  ntility  in  war, 
VUl.  170. 

BorLE,  on  the  exposure  of  the  Rassians 
to  tlie  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 
VI.  59. 

Braddock,  Edward,  General,  is  aided 
by  Franklin  in  procuring  horses  and 
wagons  for  the  army,  1.  184.  His 
eharacter,  180.  DefecU  as  a  genera], 
100.  His  call  on  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  for  supplies  of  provi- 
•ions  under  convoy,  III.  357.  His 
letter  requested  of  the  Governor  by 
the  Assembly,  358.     His  instructions 

Juoted,  relative  to  the  Six  Nations, 
V.328. 

BiUDroRD,  AiiDRiw,  the  printer,  visit- 
ed by  Franklin  in  Philadelphia,  I.  35. 
Becomes  Publisher  of  tiie  Wtekly 
Mercury t  the  first  newspaper  printed 
in  Pennsylvania,  II.  13. 

Bray,  Thomas,  his  benevolent  charac- 
ter, VII.  *202. 

Bruda,  explosion  of  the  powder-maga- 
line  at,  alluded  to,  V.  432. 

BrtmmU,  Mr.  Hartley's,  laid  before  the 
British  ministera,  IX.  i21G. 

Bribery,  at  elections  in  England,  VII. 
398. 

Brim  IT  B,  Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  his 
character  as  a  minister,  X.  316. 

Brilloh,  Madame  de,  VIII.  473. 

Briti$h  ^rmu^  their  conduct  in  Ameri- 
ca, VIII.  4^. 

Broolie,  Prince  de,  introduced  to 
Washington,  IX.  190.  To  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, 201.    To  Robert  Morris,  203. 

Brotherly  Low,  Franklin's  parable  on, 
II.  123. 

Buchan,  Earl  of,  inquires  of  Franklin 
respecting  the  expediency  of  emi- 
gration from  Scotland  to  the  United 
Sutes,  IX.  486. 

BuFFON,  M.  de,  his  experiments  in 
electricity,  V.  176.  His  complimentary 
letter  to  Franklin,  X.  312. 

BuRoii,  his  death  and  character,  IX. 
831. 

BuROorifE,  Greneral,  of  his  exchange 
for  Colonel  Laurens,  IX.  84. 

BuRKK,  Edmund,  remarks  on  the  Letter 
to  Two  Grreat  Men  ascribed  by  some 
to,  IV.  1.  Examination  of  tlie  com- 
mercial principles  of  the  late  negotia- 
tion between  Great  Britain  and  France 
in  1761 ,  attributed  to,  2.  H  is  speeches 
quoted,  2()2,  2li6.  His  kindness  to 
Mr.  Laurens,  IX.  84. 

Bdrnkt,  Governor,  his  controversy 
with  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts, 
L86. 


Biuy-Botfy,  written  by  Franklin,  1. 84. 

Or^in  of  the,  II.  IS. 
BvLxs,  Mathxr,  bis  eomplimentvy 

letter  to  Franklin,  X.303. 


Cabkt  of  vessels,  oonslnielioD  of.  VI. 
468. 

Calkp,  Captain,  his  ■gfney  in  regard 
to  the  proposed  separation  of  the  eaflt- 
em    townships   from  MasMchnwUs. 

Via.  oa 

Calvet,  Pikrrx  DC,  his  claiaM  on  tht 
United  SUtea,  X.  30. 

Cambridge,  Franklin  viaita  the  EnglUi 
University  of,  VH.  177. 

Campomases.  Count  de,  his  eharaeiBr, 
X.  08.  His  landable  eShrts  to  promote 
intelligence  and  indostiy  in  Bpaia, 
00.  His  remarks  on  Franklin's  wrilp 
ings,  114.    And  discoveries,  115. 

Canada^  sums  voted  by  the  Assemblf 
of  Pennsylvania  for  an  ezpedithin 
a^nst,  HL  219.  Intaieat  of  Gms* 
Britain,  considered  in  leferenee  to  tht 
acquisition  of,  IV.  I.  Benefita  wUeh 
would  result  ftom  the  eesHon  o£  hy 
France,  10.  lU  poeseaaian  a  snffioMt 
safeguard  against  the  French  and! 
dians,  11.  Easily  neopled,  wilk 
draining  EnglandT  or  her  popnliliMi 
48.  Proposition  for  granting  a  fiM 
govemment  to,  V.  81.  Inportanoe  eL 
to  England,  VIL 193.  CommisstoncH 
to,  appointed  by  Congif ,  VIII.  198L 
Ofiered  by  Great  Britain  to  Fkanes^ 
to  induce  her  to  treat,  IX.  910.  Ite 
surrender  suggested  by  FrankUn  to 
Mr.Oswaldi^l. 

Cahasiktbgo,  an  Indian  chief,  aneedsii 
of,  II.  458. 

CsHcer,  pokeweed  a  remedy  for,  V.  967. 

Camtoh,  John,  his  experiment  of  drai^ 
ing  the  electric  fluid  from  the  dondiy 
V.  207.  £xperiniento  by  Franklin  in 
pursuance  <n  those  of,  346. 
of,  VI.  256. 

Caniocn  SUme.  ite  qoality  of  i 
water,  VI.  aSl. 

Cape  Breton,  homorons  remarka  cm 
the  expedition  against,  VII.  16.  Of 
the  engineere  employed  against,  98. 

Capital  Puniikmemi,  oljeetions  to  the 
infliction  of,  II.  479. 

Carleton.  Sir  Guv,  General,  hiaeofr 
duct  at  Uie  evacuation  of  New  Yotk 
by  the  British,  11. 604.  Hia  attomfl 
to  open  a  nemitiation  in  the  UniM 
Stotes,  IX.  222, 346, 348,  340.  Com- 
municates  with  Waahington,  380. 

Carmarthen,  Lord,  complaina  of  al- 
leged defecte  of  form  in  the  latiBcaliaB 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  X.  96. 
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Caemichaxl,  William,  hit  allasion  to 

Laftyette,  VIII.  3U5.    HU  diplomaUc 

fllattoii,471. 
Ckrruigi$-wkMl^  aeconnt  of  a   newly 

infmitwl,  VI.  383. 

Carboll,  Charles,  VIII,  178.  X.  392. 
Cauoll,  JoRir,  VIII.  178. 
Cmtkmmm,  grant  made  by  the  Asaem- 

hij  of  IVnnfylTania,  for  the  ezpedi- 

tkm  againat,  HI.  810. 
Cartbb,  John,  the  traveller,  VII.  438. 
CAiT^HA,  hia    edition    of  Franklin's 

worka  alluded  to,  II.  435. 
Gsatfe  fViUiamf  Franklin's  propoeition 

fiir  the  restoration  of,  to  Massachasetta, 

V.  21. 

Gastrixs,  M.  de,  his  compliment  to 
FrankUn,  X.  2t8. 

CSiiMtiery,  ease  of,  II.  545. 

Gateiua,  ita  destmction  by  an  earth- 

jmake,  VI.  10. 

Cnarrft,  opinion  of  ancient  philosophers 
napeeting,  VI.  339. 

GaCsdUfiB  rtUuhe  to  the  EngiUh  J^a- 
Hmud  DOt,  V.  120. 

C9at»,  hnmoroos  Petition  of  the,  to  Ma- 
dame Helvetiua,  II.  206.  The  same 
touialated,214. 

CammMtf  tk§  American  IHstontents  6e- 
fim  17l0,  ejq>Ianation  of  the  circum- 
•luieea  that  induced  ita  publication, 
IV.  242. 

Gaiiiat  rf  Earikquakes  and  theories 
•oooermng  them,  VI.  1. 

Cats,  Edmuhd,  publishes  in  London 
Fnaklin's  Letters  on  Electricity,  V. 
178.    Hn  preface,  179. 

Catbitoisb,  Charlxs,  Lord,  his  ex- 
periment to  show  the  heat  requisite 
to  render  thick  glass  permeable  by 
•leetricity,  V.  383. 

CUia  9mfU,  letter  from,  II.  536. 

CxLsus,  his  Tiews  respecting  colds,  VI. 
330. 

Ckain,  experiments  with  an  electrified, 

VI.  275. 

Ckmmhen  of  Ui^lationy  one  preferable 

totwo,  X.  345,  361. 
Chambxrli5,  portrait  of  Franklin  by, 

VIII.  118. 
CnAFMAir,  account  of  his  conversation 

with  Franklin,  respecting  peace,  VII. 

209. 
CftBreoo/,  ita  qualities  as  an  electrical 

eonductor,  V.  426.    Danger  of  burn- 
ing, in  pota,  VI.  44. 
CtoT<y,  remarks  on,  VII.  9, 184. 
Gbablxs  TBI  First,  policy  of,  in  re- 

gBid  to  libel,  II.  289. 
Cbablxs  the  Second,  his  policy  in 

ngardtolibeUII.  2}»1. 
CHARLsa,  Robert,  VII.  127. 
CMrI«s<^ftrein,VIII.%2.    Its  cap- 

toTO  by  the  Britiah,  482. 


Chormidas^  Dialogue  between  Socrates 
and,  concerning  public  employ  menla, 

Charter  of  PrhiUges,  Penn's,  to  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania  and  terri- 
tories, III.  158. 

Charter  gcvemments.  of  the  colonies, 
what,  III.  97. 

Charters f  colonial,  subject  to  alteration 
only  by  agreement  between  the  King 
and  the  colonies,  IV.  273. 

Chastkllux,  Chevalier  de,  hia  Traveb 
mentioned,  VIII.  442.  Again,  X.  262. 
His  translation  of  a  poem  by  Hum* 
I,  263.    Both  again  alluded  to, 


ghrey.. 


Chatham,  Lord,  his  attempts  and  plan 
for  reconciliation  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  colonies,  V.  1.  His  first 
interview  with  Franklin,  5.  Second 
interview,  and  his  opinion  of  the  con- 
duct of  Conirress,  34.  His  motion 
for  a  reconciliation,  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  45.  Franklin's  opinion  of 
his  eloquence,  46.  Communicates 
to  Franklin  his  plan  of  compromiae. 
47.  Opens  his  plan  in  the  House  or 
Lords,  51.  His  panegyric  of  Frank- 
lin, 53.  His  declining  health,  Vlf. 
336.  Extract  from  one  of  hia  speeehea, 
468.  His  speech  relative  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  colonies,  quoted,  VIII.  122. 
His  motion  for  conciliation  rejected. 
140.  His  view  of  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  X.  435. 

Chaumort,  recommended  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  X.  160. 

Cheese,  manufacture  of,  in  China,  VII. 
464. 

CherokeeSf  invalidity  of  their  claim  to 
landa  aoulh  of  the  Ohio,  IV.  325. 

ChesSf  morals  of,  II.  187.  Inatructioii 
to  be  drawn  from,  188. 

Chezaulx,  communicates  the  Danish 
seizure  of  American  prizes,  VIII.  407. 

Chimneys^  causes  of  neighbonring 
smoke  coming  down  the  vents  of,  VL 
281.  Their  utility  for  the  purpose  of 
ventilation,  300.  Method  of  contract- 
ing, 324.  On  the  causes  and  remedy 
for  smoky,  505.    Want  of  air.  a  fre- 

auent  cause  of  smoky,  509.  Reme- 
ies  suggested,  511.  Large  aize  of 
their  openings,  another  cauae,  514. 
Remedy  for  this,  515.  Shortness  of 
the  funnel,  a  third,  and  the  remedy, 
517.  Their  overpowering  one  another, 
519.  Inconvenient  situation  of  doors 
in  reference  to,  521.  Their  modem 
origin,  524.  Account  of  the  Stafford- 
shire, 531.  Their  use  as  a  means  of 
cooling  in  summer,  536.  On  smoky, 
VII.  431. 
China^  a  fictitious  Letter  firom,  II.  941. 
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Remvki  conoerning  Che  proTMion 
miuleiD,^aiiMt&iniiie,3Hl.  Views  of 
the  physicimnsof,  relatiTe  to  &  draught 
of  cold  air,  VI.  4^  Method  of  warm- 
ing rooms  in,  538.  Mode  of  making 
paper  in,  577.  Manufactare  of  cheese 
in,  VII.  404.  Culturo  of  silk  in,  536. 
Of  the  paper  made  in,  VIII.  88.  Of 
ascending  honors  in,  X.  59. 

ChiMa-war»j  art  of  printing  on,  VIII.  94. 

Cholmoicdelt,  Lord,  proposes  to 
Franklin  to  write  to  Lord  shelbume, 
IX.S3U. 

Chunk,  importance  of  attending,  VII. 
K9. 

Church  of  England,  retpeeiing  a.  bishop 
of  the,  in  America,  VII.  402,  ^. 
See  Clergy. 

CkurehUf  number  of,  struck  hv  light* 
Ding,  V.  423.  Effect  of  multiplying 
Gongregations  in,  VII.  49.  Franklin's 
me£od  of  warming,  alluded  to,  VIU. 
99. 

Churchhaii,  JoHii,onhis  theory  of  the 
variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  VI. 
671.    His  <'  Magnetic  AUas,"  X.  S89. 

CitndiiiMili,  order  of,  remarks  on  the, 
X.  58.    Disapproved,  I7G. 

CirelB,  Magical,  VI.  104. 

Clap,  Thomas,  notice  of,  VI.  188. 

Clark,  Lord,  Franklin's  conversation 
with,  on  American  affairs,  VII.  865. 
Ceases  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  410.  Again  referred  to,  411. 

Clare,  M.,  his  Treatise  on  the  Motion 
of  Fluids,  quoted,  relative  to  the  dan- 
ger of  exposure  to  a  draught  of  ooM 
air,  VI.  40. 

Clarke,  his  observations  on  the  late 
and  present  conduct  of  the  French 
quoted,  in  reference  to  the  Indians  in 
tne  French  interest,  IV.  7.     Asain 

Juoted,  respecting  their  habits  of  life, 
8.    And  military  resources,  13. 
Clarkk,  William,  remark  by,quoted, 
concerning   Franklin's    Observations 
on  the  Increase  of  Mankind,  II.  311. 
Clay  POOLE,  Oeorok,  mortality  in  his 
family,  VH.  4. 

Clfr^f  of  the  provision  hi  the  consti- 
lotion  of  Massschusetts  for  the  i — '~ 


Iraance  of  the,  IX.  36.    Ordination  of 

the  American  Episcopal  in  Enrhind 

X.  109. 
Cliktos,  Sir  Hehrt,  respecting  a  let- 

ler  of,  VIII.  408. 
OscJe,  Whitehnrst*s,  with  throe  wheels, 

Botioed,VI.461. 
CbC4,  eflbct  of  the  sun's  rays  on,  of 

difoent  colors,  VI.  2:{7.    Adaptation 

of  the  eolofs  of,  to  diflR-rent  eh  mates, 

S8S. 
demdMf  of  those  formed  by  vspors  firom 

the  ewth  and  sea,  V.  215.    Electrieity 


of,879.  Their  positive  and  sometiaMs 
negative  eleetrieity,  308.  In  ilmder- 
stotms,  it  is  the  earth  that  alrikes  iMd 
Um,  305.  How  tiiey  beeome  aega- 
tively  electrified,  355.  Objections  to 
the  hypoUiesis,  310.  Additumal  pnof 
of  positive  and  negative  electrioity  in, 
and  new  method  of  aseei'  ' 
llact,  341.  Diffioulty  of  dc 
how  they  become  eonrgcd 
tricity351.  Of  tim  e xistenoe  of  i 
tive  electrksity  in,  411. 

Ouh  for  Muimml  Jisrwewnntf,  Rales 
for  a,  II.  9. 

CahMian  of  the  parts  of  bodiea,  eaam 
of  the,  Vf.  123. 

Gnu,  useful  only  as  the  madiun  cf  u* 
changing  commodities,  II.  394.  lU- 
marks  on  the  qnality  of  British,  301 
Character  and  valne  of,  410.  Iti  pur- 
pose and  utility,  411.  Evil  nrisny 
irom  an  inoormct  estimate  of  the  nla- 
tive  value  of  gold  and  lUvar  in,  4181 
Its  utility,  X.  307. 

CoinagBf  copper,  Ibr  the  Uailtd  SIMM, 

jwoiected,  VIU.  383w 

CoU,  production  of,  by  •vnponiiaM,TL 
293.  Remsrks  lektivn  to  tent  Md, 
995.  Ptodoced  by  mixing  soaBclMA- 
ieal  liquors,  or  salt  and  annWyfOft. 

CoLDKir,  Cadwalladbr,  Us  lanitks 
on  FnnkUn's  Hints  for  n  Hohime  Ar 
tim  Union  of  tibe  Coioniaa,  IlL  30^ 
Account  of,  V.  96&  Sknteh  efUi 
lift,  and  his  snggastkm  of  n  Btw  mMh* 
od  of  piintingTVI.  la.  Hia  ivply  to 
Strahan's  objeotions  to  Ihia  mntbod,  K. 
His  thoughts  on  difibfent  speaies  dT 
matter,  and  suggestions  fbr  pnUiiUvg 
philoeophical  panen,  88^  His  vitw 
of  the  benefit  of  Fmnklin'a  Bl0f«,  M. 
His  Views  as  to  the  efeet  af  tlw  m> 


tion  of  the  earth  en  the  length  of  vof- 
agee  across  the  AUantio,  7£  His  Fli- 
losophical  Trsatiae  leftmd  to,  94.  Ite 
general  objects, 96.    Hist* 
upon  light,  116.    Hia  i 
refi*rred  to,  117.    Hisc 
Frankhn's  meteocologioal  _ 
tive  to  the  phenomena  of' water 
air,  177.    Hia  dssciiption  of  a  wa 
spout,  178.     On  the  jpencnllon 
wind  by  fermenUtion,  Iw.    On  wi 


blowing  in  eontniy 

the  motion  of  the  pfameto,  197.' 

wsier-spouts,  199. 
CoLDKK,  David,  hia  MKumm 

let'a  Letters  to  Fnnklia  on  4 

V.3I9.    Fnnklin*aoplnka€ftl»» 

msriLs,  VII.  61. 
Celdf,  opinion  of  ancteat  philnsnphi 

respecting,  VI.  " 
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387.  Definition  of,  388.  Known  only 
in  civilized  countries,  393.  Produced 
hf  cont&gfion,  400.  Not  produced  by 
eold  »ir,  40t. 

CoLKMAif,  William,  an  associate  of 
Franklin,  I.  82. 

Colica  Ptctonnem,  cause  of  the,  VI.  27d. 
Instance  of  the,  566. 

ColUm,  of  instruction  in,  VII.  44. 
Subjects  which  should  be  studied  in, 
45.     Best  location  of,  46. 

CoLLi!i8,JoHN,  his  intimacy  witk  Frank- 
lin, I.  17.     His  intemperance,  43. 

GoLLiifSOU,  Pbtbr,  publishes  in  Eng- 
land Franklin's  Letters  on  Electricity, 
y.  175.  His  description  of  bones  of 
the  Great  Mastodon,  VI.  276.  Notice 
of,  Vil.  50.  Some  facU  relating  to, 
426. 

CoUmUa^  observations  on  the  peopling 
of,  11.  311.  Plan  of  union  of  the 
American,  III.  23.  Taxation  of  the 
American,  56.  On  their  representa- 
tion in  Parliament,  64.  See  American 
CoUmist. 

CSfftoiSMS,  British  and  French  American, 
of  commerce  with  the,  X.  85. 

ComazantSy  explanation  of,  V.  224. 

Cornet^  seen  in  Yorkshire,  VI.  451. 

Commeree^  its  effect  upon  manners,  II. 
399.  Resulto  of  fair,  374.  Remarks 
on  American,  VII.  321.  Correction 
of  an  error  respecting,  IX.  55. 

Commercial  Convention  proposed  by  Mr. 
Hartley,  IX.  416. 

Commisaioners  of  the  CoJonies^  their 
meeting  at  Albany  in  1754,  III.  22. 
Flan  of  union  adopted  by  the,  23. 
List  of  their  names,  28. 

Cenmrniseionere  of  CustomSy  of  their  ex- 
emption from  taxes,  VI 1.  533.  injus- 
tice of  the  scheme,  547. 

Commusioners  for  American  Affairs  in 
Europe,  VIII.  190.  Of  billsdrawn  by 
Congress  upon,  249.  On  the  settle- 
ment of  their  accounts,  256.  Arthur 
Lee's  course  in  regard  to  the  accounts, 
960.  inconvenience  of  maintaining 
three,  291.  Their  financial  situation 
903.  Their  advances  to  Izard  and  Lee, 
810.  Their  correspondence  with  Lord 
Stormont  on  the  subject  of  American 
prisonew,  IX.  166. 

Commissumers  for  Negotiating  Peace , 
American,  who,  IX.  82.  Nature  of 
their  authority,  143.  Their  readiness 
to  treat,  announced  by  Franklin,  195. 
6ijgn  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
without  communicating  with  the 
French  ^vernment,  453.  Substance 
of  their  instructions,  relative  to  that 
eommanieation,458.  Their  unreason- 
mble  distrust  of  the  French  cabinet, 
458.    Of  their  oondnot  relative  to  the 

TOL.    X. 


signature  of  the  treaty,  538.  See 
Peace. 

CommiuionerSf  British,  for  treating  with 
Congress,  character  of  their  propoei- 
tions,  VIII.  302. 

Commissioners  to  Canada,  appointed  1^ 
Congress,  VIII.  17d.  Their  commis- 
sion, 179. 

Committee  of  Correspondence,  appoint- 
ment of  the  Rhode  Island,  VII.  964. 
Constituted  by  several  coloniesi  Vill. 
60. 

Committee  of  the  States  dissolved,  X. 
136. 

Committee  of  Congress,  to  confer  with 
Washington  respecting  the  armj, 
mentioned,  VIII.  160. 

Common  Law,  to  what  extent  reem^ 
nised  in  the  colonies,  IV.  371. 

Common  Sense,  Thomas  Paine's,  men- 
tioned, VIII.  174. 

Comparison  of  the  Conduct  of  the  mm- 
dent  Jews  and  of  the  Anti-Federal- 
ists in  the  United  States  of  America,  V. 
158. 

Comparison  of  Great  Britaim  and  tke 
UnUed  States  in  Regard  to  the  BasiM  ^ 
Credit  in  the  ttoo  Countries,  II.  426. 

Compass,  Mariner's,  effect  of  lightaiog 
on  the,  V.  276.    Its  antimiity,  IX.  88. 

Composition,  rules  for,  X.  399. 

CoNDORCKT,  Marcjois  de,  Franklin's  vt^ 

Elies  to  certain  inquiries  by,  VI.  4tl. 
disapproves    the  constitution  of  the 
United  SUtes,  X.  35:). 

Conductors,  a  more  appropriate  term 
than  non-electric,  V.  260.  Correction 
of  the  mistake,  that  only  water  and 
metals  are,  283.  Difierenoe  in  the 
qualitv  of,  350.  What  constitute  the 
best,  415.  On  the  controversy  respect- 
ing blunt  and  pointed,  VIII.  286.  See 
Rods, 

Conestogo  Indians,  their  treaty  with 
Penn,  IV.  54.  Account  of  the  mas- 
sacre of  the,  59.  Cruel  dealing  of 
the  whites  with  the,  72. 

Confederacy,  vessel  of  war,  apprehen- 
sion expressed  of  her  loss,  VIII.  418. 

Confidence  in  the  Divine  Qoodness,  on, 
VII.  261. 

Congress,  Colonial,  meeting  of,  in  1765, 
concerning  the  Stamp  Act,  IV.  471. 
Principles  on  which  they  were  con- 
vened, 472. 

Congress,  Continental,  suggested  hf 
Franklin,  VIH.  55,6.3.  Their  petition 
to  the  King,  V.  86.  Chatham's  opinion 
of  their  proceedings,  34.  Franklin's 
Articles  of  Confederation  proposed  in 
the,  91.  A  ppoint  a  committee  to  oon 
fer  with  Lord  Howe,  97.  Report  of 
the  committee  respecting  the  inter- 
view, 106.    Proposed  msetinf  of  n,  In 
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New  York,  VIT.  *JOB.  Importance  of 
unanimity  in  the,  VIII.  133.  Com- 
mittee appointed  by,  to  confer  with 
Waahini^tnn  reiipectiug  the  army,  IGO. 
Secret  coiuinillee  of  correspondence, 
when  consliiiited,  1G3.  Tlieir  mea- 
•urea  censured  m  unfavorable  to  con- 
ciliation, 177.  Appoint  conimiMioners 
to  Canada,  178.  Of  constituting  them 
a  aupriMne  legislature,  \6l.  Kecom- 
menu  the  distribution  of  papers  among 
the  Hesnian  troops,  lcj5.  Of  tlieir 
bills  drawn  on  the  American  commis- 
sioners in  Franco,  24i).  Their  reso- 
lution in  compliment  to  Dr.  Price, 
354.  Remonstrance  of  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  against  their  resolutions  re- 
specting paper  money  held  by  foreign- 
ers, 478  Those  resolutions  eiplained, 
499.  iff  the  aid  of  France  to  meet 
the  drafts  of,  5(H).  Remarks  on  their 
issue  of  paper  money,  GOG.  Comment 
of  Vergt^nncs  on  their  resolution,  or- 
dering drafts  on  Franklin,  515.  Em- 
barrassment occasioned  by  their  drafts, 
690.  Their  instructions  respecting 
representations  to  the  French  court, 
534.  Accept  the  mediation  of  Russia 
and  Austria,  IX.  47.  Refuse  to  ac- 
cept Franklin's  resignation,  71.  Of 
their  bills  drawn  on  the  ministers  in 
Europe,  74.  Difficulty  of  meeting 
those  bills,  145.  Their  acts  relative 
to  spoliations  of  the  enemy,  and 
claims  of  loyalists,  4:^).  Their  mstruc- 
tions  to  the  coiiimissionrta  for  nego- 
tiating p<'ace,  relative  to  communicat- 
ing with  the  French  cabinet,  458. 
Ratify  the  treaty  of  peace,  X.  5U. 
Their  resolves  to  place  no  parl^  to  a 
commercinl  treaty  on  a  better  footing 
than  France,  IIW.  Character  of  the, 
in  17H4,  15:^.  Security  to  the  people 
derived  from  the  mode  of  election  of 
its  niemlwrw,  177.  First  petition  of,  to 
the  Kinirand  Parliament,  4!i:^ 
Constitntion  of  the  Untied  States,  Frank- 
lin's gf-neral  views  n>8pecting  the,  V. 
155.  I'r»(!ress  in  its  adoption,  X.  '.^)7. 
Remarks  on  the,  'Miy.  Its  progress, 
34! >,  :ri().  'MW),  mi 

Constitutinn^y   American,   Franklin  re- 
qiiestH    If'nve    to    publish      them     in 
France.  IX  503.     Translated  and  pub- 
lishod  in  Paris,  X.  39. 
Contention  fiirforminji  the  Constitution, 
propoHils  for  consideration  in  the,  V. 
14*^.     Franklin's  speech  in,  on  salaries, 
144.     And  motion  for  prayers  in  tlie, 
15:).     HiH  speech  at  the  conclusion  of 
its  deliberations,  155. 
Coiiventitm,  commercial,  proposed    by 
Mr.  Hartley,  IX.4ir». 
Conventwn  of  Deputies  from  Ibe  sever- 


al towns  in  Maasachvsetts,  their  pe- 
tition to  the  King,  II.  485. 

CoNWAT,  Generali  conYerwlkHi  of 
Franklin  with,  on  American  aJbin, 
VU.  354.  Another  couYenatioB  with, 
385. 

Cook,  Captain,  passport  granted  by 
FrankUn,  for,  V.  m.  His  ▼orages, 
X.  111.  CopysenttoFkanlUinVythe 
King's  order.  125. 

Cookery,  modes  of^  at  sea,  II.  109.  Ill 
quality  «t  sea,  Vl.493. 

Cool  JJumghts  OH  tk§  Frtseni  SUwaHmL 
qfour  PMic  Mmtrs,  object  for  which 
it  was  written, IV.  78. 

Cooper,  SirGrkt,  Franklin's  conYer- 
sation  with,  lelatiTC  to  his  poet  of 
deputy  postftiaster-general,  VII.  406. 
Writes  respecting  the  treatment  of 
Colonel  Laurens  in  the  Tower,  VIII. 
517. 

Cooper,  Samuel,  Franklin's  letter  to, 
quoted,  on  the  relation  of  the  oolottiei 
to  Great  Britain,  HI.  h7.  His  letter 
on  the  Hutchinson  Letters, qaoted,481. 
Curious  incident  relating  to  Franklin's 
letters  to,  VIL  440.  Refers  to  a  ru- 
mor respecting  the  conduct  of  Frank- 
lin in  regard  to  the  fisheries  in  nego- 
tiating the  treaty  of  peace,  X.  6. 

Copper,  account  of  a  mine  of,  in  the 
Jerseys,  VI.  107.  On  coYering  booeM 
with,  321).  DescripUon  of  the  mode 
of  doing  this,  335. 

Copper  coinage,  for  the  United  Slates, 
projected,  vll  1. 383.  Suitable  devices 
for,  3b4. 

Cork  balls,  electrical  experiments  with, 
V.330. 

Com,  remarks  on  the  price  of,  II.  356. 
£ffect  of  the  British  laws  relatiTO  to 
the  exportation  of,  356. 

Corn  BURY,  Lord,  Qaeen  Anne's  in- 
structions to,  relative  to  liberty  of  eon- 
science,  IV.  t<6. 

Cork  wAi.Lis,  I^rd,  his  capitulation,  IX. 
{Kj.  His  exchange  for  Mr.  Laurens 
sugfirested.  2li3,  SQ.  310.  is  discharg- 
ed from  his  parole  by  Franklin,  3S7. 

CouR,  Mathoic  de  la,  some  of  his 
writings  mentioned,  X.  219.  Frank- 
lin's compliment  to  him,  239. 

Court  of  the  Press,  accoont  of  the,  11. 

r>08. 

Cow  PER,  WiLi  I  AH,  Franklin's  0|nnioa 

of  his  poetry,  IX.  221. 
Craven  Street  GaxMtU,  II.  233  to  210. 
Credit,  circumstances  on  which  thai  of 

individuals  depends,  H.  426. 
Cremona,  efiiectof  lightning  on  a chmch 

in,  V.  4<»7. 
Crigam,  Claudius,  Bishop  of  Sodor 

and  Man,  his  complimentary  lettef  to 

Franklin,  X.  183. 
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Criminal  Utw,  its  impolitic  wverityi  II. 
479. 

Croohan,  Colonel,  his  a^ncy  in  re- 
gard to  Walpole't  Grant,  VII.  ^55. 

Crown  Officers f  their  independence  of 
the  people  a  violation  of  the  colonial 
charters,  VII.  52l). 

CuNBBRL4!«D,  Dukeof,  Govemor  Pow- 
Dail's  memorial  to,  respecting  barrier 
colonies.  Hi.  6!). 

Currency^  on  the  importance  of  ectab- 
lishin^  a,  in  America,  VII.  321.  Pro- 
clamation of  Queen  Anne  for  pro- 
ducing uniformity  in  the,  VIII.  115. 
See  Paper  Money. 

CusHiNo,  Thomas,  his  letters  to  Frank- 
lin and  Dr.  Cooper  quoted,  IV.  419. 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of  Maasa- 
chusetU,  VIU.4<^2 

CuM&mSj  objectionable  method  of  col- 
lecting, in  America,  VI i.  521. 

D. 

Daggestans,  their  principle  in  regard  to 
hospitality,  IV.  66. 

Dalibard,  translates  Franklin's  Ex- 
periments and  Observations  on  Elec- 
tricity into  French,  V.  175.  Repeats 
■nme  experiments  with  success,  176. 
Hii  account  of  an  electrical  experi- 
ment at  Marly,  28S. 

D'Allokx,  his  charities,  VII.  20*2. 

Dalrtmplk,  Sir  Jofi>f,  his  discovery 
of  classical  writings  in  the  Cscurial 
library,  VIII.  470.  His  memorial 
mentioned,  47*2;  and  given  at  length, 
.547. 

Dalrtmplr.  his  plan  prepared  in  con- 
cert with  Franklin,  fi»r  benefiting  dis- 
tant, unprovided  countries,  H.  If77. 

Dampikr,  extract  from  tLe  Voyages  of, 
on  the  8ubj»'ct  of  w.iter-spout^t,  VI. 
183.  And  on  the  customs  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mindanoo.  3'»3. 

Da.na,  Fr\n(  is.  hi.s  conf»»rfnce  with 
Count  de  V»»rir'»niu'H  relative  to  his 
mission  to  St.  I'eteishiirgh.  IX.  17. 

Dartmottii.  Loni,  h\n  liberdl  disposi- 
tion lowirdi  the  colonists,  IV.  4:^2. 
Franklins  [>rop<>sed  nintnorial  to,  V. 
T.K  Succeeds  L-ird  Hilisborouijh  ;  his 
disposition  loivird  the  colonies,  VHI. 
11,  H.  1!^.  Petition  to  the  King  pre- 
sented to,  2*2.  Frunklins  cr)nverj<a- 
tion  with,  re«»portin;:j  it.  *2-')  Another 
conversation  with,  on  Xnvrican  affairs, 
2S       Genernl  chin<re  of  feehng  in  re- 

fard  to,  'M\.  His  desire  to  heal  the 
ifficulties,  3*^.  Oet^nils  of  a  conver- 
sation b<'t\veen  Franklin  and,  43.  Pre- 
fenti  the  petition  to  the  Kin^,  47. 
Petition  for  the  removal  of  Hutchinson 
and  Oliver  presented  by,  100. 


Darwim ,  Brabvvs,  account  of  hb  in- 
tenriew  with  Franklin,  VI.  410. 

Davehport,  Sarah,  notice  of  her 
death,  V11.4. 

Davy,  Sir  Humphrey,  his  remarks  on 
Franklin**  philosophical  writings,  I. 
457.  t 

Dead  Bodies,  of  infection  retained  in, 
afler  sepulture,  VI.  433. 

Deane,  Silas,  is  appointed  agent  of 
the  United  Stales  in  France,  and  afler- 
wards  a  commissioner,  VHI.  190. 
Commended  by  Franklin,  255.  Is  in- 
structed to  communicate  with  Dr. 
Bancroft,  266.  Proceedings  of  Con- 
gress in  reference  to,  266.  Alltlston 
to  the  charge  sffecting  his  integritj, 
399.  His  dissatisfaction  and  objee- 
tionable  conduct,  IX.  177.     , 

Deatkj  observations  on,  VII.  113. 

Dk  Bkkdt,  is  recognised  as  agent  of 
Massachu8etU,lV..')04. 

Dr.EORRB,  Major,  VIII.  391. 

Debt,  catechism  relative  to  the  Britiik 
National,  V.  121). 

Declamation,  importance  of  studying 
the  art  of  public,  VII.  55. 

Dedications y  uselessness  of,  IX.  232. 

Delaware  Counties^  Secretary  Logan's 
letter  on  the  proprietary  nvht  to  the 
government  of  the  three,  III.  573. 

Delaware  Indians,  anxiety  of  the  GoT- 
ernor  of  Pennsylvania  to  involve  tte 
province  in  war  with  the.  III.  471. 

Delaware  River,  respecting  fortifteatioop 
on  the,  VII.  28.  Lottery  for  the  pttf» 
pose  of  erecting  them,  32. 

Dei  Fi!«o,  Chevalier,  communicates  to 
Franklin  his  election  as  a  member  of 
the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in 
Padua,  IX.  197. 

Dk  Lor,  repeaU  the  electrical  eiperi- 
nients  of  Franklin,  V.  17(5. 

Dmmnrk,  use  ol*  stoves  in,  VI.  53. 
Seixure  of  American  prizes  in  Nor- 
way, by  officers  of,  VHI.  407,  425, 
A'\.\.  Explanation  of  it,  AiH.  Her 
cupture  of  American  vessels  referred 
to,  IX.  171.  Courtesy  of  the  King 
to  Franklin,  ^^.  Of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  the  United  States  and, 
4"<7,  510.  Her  seizure  of  American 
ves<«els,  511.  Of  a  treaty  with,  529, 
5:J7.     Progress  of  the  treaty,  X.  2!». 

Dr.Njir,  William,  Governor  of  Penn- 
svlvania,  his  conversations  with  Frank- 
lin, I.  '214.  Ih  well  received,  HI.  506. 
Continues  the  system  of  his  prede<««- 
sor,  .507.  Declares  his  inability  to 
n»cede  from  the  proprietary  instruc- 
tions, 517.  Asks  a  conference  with 
the  Assembly  relative  to  a  bill  f>>r  sup- 
plies, 518.  His  objections,  519.  Re- 
jecte  the  bUI,  524.    Indoeea  UmAs- 
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■embly  to  pan  a  bill,  waving  their 

objections  to  the  proprietary  iiiatruc- 
tii>nt»,  527.  Kciiiarkii  on  bis  adminis- 
tration, IV.  1(R>.  His  niisundersland- 
ing  Willi  tiie  ProprieUirs,  VII.  J71. 

Dksagui.ikks,  his  ezporiinent,  proving 
tliat  no  {MTniuious  vapors  arise  from 
hofiron.  VI.  r>7. 

Dr.  Saussitris,  on  the  attraction  of 
mouiitiins,  VI.  :$7I  ;  X.  t^4. 

Dki>x-Pont8,  Prince  de,  applies  to 
Franklin  relative  to  coiinii(>rciai  relu- 
tioiiM  Itetween  Bavaria  and  tlie  United 
States,  IX.o'ifi. 

DinUtvut  between  Franklin  and  the 
Guu^  II.  1!M.  Bt^lween  X.  Y.and  Z., 
eonc<*rning  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  Pennsyivnnia,  object  with  which  it 
was  writttMi,  III.  t*A.  Uetween  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  Saxony,  and  America, 
V.  IK). 

Dianumd  ArrJctaee^  affiiir  of  the,  X.  231. 

Bwry^  Frankiin'ri,  extracts  from,  1.579. 

OicKi.NBON,  John,  Piet'ace  to  the  Speech 
of  Joseph  (■alloway  in  reply  to,  IV. 
101.  His  '^  Farmer  s  Letters  "  quoted, 
251 .  FiZtract  from  one  of  his  sfK^eches 
in  reference  to  Franklin,  VII.  208. 

Dictionary,  Spanish  and  Arabic,  pub- 
lished by  the  Royal  Academy  of  His- 
tory of  Madrid,  X.  3ui).  Need  of  a 
commercial,  352. 

DiOBv,  Admiral,  communicates  to 
Washington  the  opening  of  negotia- 
tions for  peace,  IX.  IVJO. 

DiooBs,  T.,  his  interview  with  Mr. 
Adams,  on  the  subject  of  negotiations 
for  peace,  IX.  l^^).  Nature  of  his 
mission,  VM.  His  embezzlement  of 
money  designed  to  relieve  American 
prisoners,  IX.  15,  341. 

IHscoreriesy  importance  and  extent  of 
modern,  II.  73. 

Diseases,  elfect  of  cold  air  in,  VI.  386. 

Disvutatiun.  advantage  of  m'Kiesty  in, 
y/.:«5.    *  *-  ^     ' 

Dissenters,  respecting  the  cliaige  of  pt»r- 
•ecution  brought  agninsi  the  Ameri- 
can, II.  113.  Heneiits  likfly  to  result 
to  the,  from  a  change  of  the  proprie- 
tary government  of  Pennsvlvaiiia  to 
a  royS  one,  IV.  S'X  Their  rights  in 
Massachusetts  and  New  lisuiiiMthire, 
88. 

Dissertation  on  Liberty  arul  jVeeessity^ 
Pleasure  anil  Pain,  Frankhn's,  alluded 
to,  I.  57;  VIII.  41)5. 

Dirinc  Goodness,  on  confidence  in  the, 
VII.  at»l.     Acknowledgment   of  the, 

f&rr. 

Divining  rod.  Chief  Justice  Oliver's 
account  of  its  pro{>erties,  quoted,  II. 
41. 

DoDD,  Wjlliam,  VIII.  199. 


Dolls,  playful  remark  on,  VIII.  874. 

UoMiEN,  account  of,  V.  !i48.        * 

DovK,  his  success  in  conducting  the 
ICnglish  School  in  Philadelphia,  II. 
143. 

Dreams,  art  of  procuring  pleannt, 
II.  17*-^. 

Drinking,  remarks  on,  tddre«ed  to 
Abb^  Morellet,  11.  22S.  The  mm 
translated,  1t£*. 

Dt'BouRo,  Bakbru,  his  Translation  of 
Franklin's  writings  on  electricity, 
noticed,  V.  1(M.  His  parallel  be- 
tween the  theories  of  Nollet  and 
Franklin,  514  His  tranalation  no- 
ticed, VI.  40ri.  His  edition  of  Frank- 
lin's writings  mentioned.  VI II.  117. 

DueUing,  remarks  on,  X.  107. 

Du  Favk,  his  vitreous  and  resinovs 
electricity  identical  with  the  poaitife 
and  negative  states,  obaerred  by 
Franklin,  V.  177. 

Dumas,  Ciiarlks  W.  F,  account  ot 
VI II.  1(3*2.  Franklin's  opinion  of 
some  of  his  writings,  163.  InatriKted 
to  ascertain  whciner  the  European 
courts  are  disposed  to  aid  the  oolo^ 
nies,  164.  Irritation  of  Sir  Geom 
Grand  with,  448.  His  diffienltiea 
with  the  Spanish  ambasiador,  458. 
Respecting  his  appointment  and  Mr^ 
vices,  4i)8. 

Dungamnon  Re»ohitianM  mentioaed,  Z. 
SM. 

Dunkers,  their  religious  opinioiM,  L 
155. 

DuHLAP,  William,  mentiooed,  VII. 
169. 

DuRNiNo,  JoHM,  appears  as  oonnsel  ftr 
Massachusetts  before  the  Privy  Cona- 

cii,viii.  no. 

DupoNT,  his  TaUe  Eammiuam  men* 
Uoned,  V]II.4n5. 

DuRAifD,  alluded  to,  Vll.  357. 

DuRivAL,  explains  the  advance  of  a 
million  of  livres  by  France  in  1777, 
X.  *Ai9 

Dutch  CkurrJi,  at  New  York,  eflEeot  of 
lightning  on  the,  V.  877. 

Duties  on  Exports,  impolicy  of,  IX.  38. 

Duties  on  Imports,  Abb^  Morellet  ob- 
jects to,  X.  am.  Why  levied  in  tkt 
United  Slates,  346. 


E. 


Eae^Je,  Bald,  a  bad  repmentative  of 

the  United  States,  X.  63. 
Earthy  the,  when  dry,  a  non-cooduelir 

of  the  electric  fluid,  V.  9118.     StrikM 

into   the   clouds   in    thunder-storms. 

And    not  the  clouds  into  the,  SflS. 

Will  dissolve  or  mix  wKh  air,  VL  ISB. 

On  the  advantages  of  the    " 
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•trata  of  the,  213.  Cooling  of  ito  sor- 
frce  by  evaporation,  21().  Sug^stion 
of  Franklin  u  to  its  conformation,  443. 
Its  magnetic  character,  445.  Que- 
ries on  the  theory  of  the,  575. 

EarthquakeM,  opinion  of  the  learned 
as  to  the  cause  of,  VI.  1.  That  the 
eause  of,  is  the  same  with  that  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  3.  Dr  Wood- 
ward's theory  t>f,  4.  Mode  of  making 
artificial,  8.  Various  kinds  of,  9.  Of 
one  in  Sicily,  10.     In  Jamaica,  11. 

East,  mode  m  which  the  trade  of  the, 
was  once  carried  on,  IV.  30. 

Eat^  India  Company,  its  pecuniary  dif- 
ficulties, VI II.  24,  29.  Its  distress, 
3:),34. 

Eakon,  account  of  a  conference  with 
the  Indians  at,  VII.  125. 

Eeonamieal  ProjeU  for  employing  sun- 
shine instead  of  candles,  in  the  city 
of  Paris,  II.  227. 

Eeonamu  in  expenditure^  importance 
of,  VII.  346. 

Economy  of  Life,  Essays  on  the,  II.  1. 

EtUm,  birthplace  of  Franklin's  father, 
his  visit  to,  VII.  178. 

Edict  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  ironical, 
IV  399.     Again,  VIII.  90,91. 

EdiU  of  Mantz,  effect  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the,  IV.  33. 

Edinburgh  Courant,  passages  from  the, 
relating  to  emigration,  examined,  IV. 
459. 

Edueatianf  its  value  in  promoting  the 
strength  and  virtue  of  a  community, 
VII.  48.  Remarks  on  Or.  Smith's 
Scheme  of,  ()5. 

Edwards,  David,  his  death,  VII. 
9U3. 

Edwards,  Jonathan,  his  Thoughts 
concerning  the  Revival  of  Religion  in 
New  Kn^land,  referred  to,  Vll.  9. 

Elective  Franchises,  enjoyed  by  the  small 
Boroughs  in  England,  referred  to, 
II.  489. 

Electrical  Battery,  Franklin's  construc- 
tion of  an,  V.  :m. 

Electrical  Jars,  on  the  mode  of  coating, 

V.  a«. 

Electrical  Machine,  simple  and  conven- 
ient form  of  an,  V.  188.  On  that 
of  Mr.  Nairne,  and  its  effect  on  the 
eves  of  animals  killed  by  it,  479. 

Electricity,  general  account  of  the 
early  discoveries  of  Franklin   in,  V. 

173.  Of  its  identity  with  lighminir, 

174.  Of  ascending  thunder,  178. 
Explanation  of  positive  and  negative, 
185.  Of  the  electrical  kiss,  187.  Of 
the  Leyden  bottle,  I9G.     Qualities  of 

{lass  in  reference   to,  200.     Of  the 
lagical   Picture,  203.      Explanation 
of  the  causes  of  thunder-gusts,  211. 
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Mode  of  firing  ^npowder  by,  825. 
Opinions  and  conjectures  concerning 
the  properties  of  the  electrical  matter, 
227.  rernicious  effects  of  the  elec- 
trical fluid,  228.  Suggestions  respect- 
ing the  electrical  atmosphere,  230. 
Similarity  of  its  effects  and  those  of 
lightning,  237.  Its  power  in  fusing 
metals,  238.  Accident  occurring  dur- 
ing an  experiment  in,  255.  Unlimit- 
ed nature  of  the  force  of,  258.  Air 
a  non-conductor  of,  2(51.  Experiment 
to  discover  more  of  the  qualities  of 
2(52.  Its  effect  in  producing  msg- 
netic  virtue,  2()3.     Its  presence  in  the 

^  clouds,  279.  Suggestion  of  a  region 
of  electric  fire  above  our  atmospm*re, 
284.  Experiment  in,  at  Marly,  289. 
Direction  of  the  fluid,  and  utility  of 
rods,  311.  Proposed  experiment  to 
measure  the  velocity  of,  31().  Some 
experiments  in,  330.  Turkey  killed 
by,  and  its  effect  upon  the  operator, 
346.  Points  in  which  it  agrees  with 
lightning,  350.  Its  effect  in  cases  of 
paralysis,  359.  Of  the  tourmalin,  363. 
Reason  for  believing  that  the  air  has 
its  portion  of  the  common  stock  of, 
369.  How  ite  density  at  difiTerent 
heights  may  be  ascertained,  37(1.  Lonff 
retained  by  the  Leaden  bottle,  380. 
That  heat  is  produced  by,  389.  Of 
the  fogs  in  Ireland,  409.  Various 
qualities  of,  414.  Analogy  between 
magnetism  and,  450.  Apparent  pro- 
duction of  magnetism  by.  accidental, 
451.  Of  a  mode  of  rendering  meat 
tender  by,  456.  Mode  of  killing  ani- 
mals by,  457.  Effect  of  a  shock  of, 
on  FrankUn,  481.  Effect  of  a  vacu- 
um on  the  passage  of,  VI.  413. 

Electrics  contain  the  greatest  quantity 
of  the  fluid,  and  attract  and  retain  it 
lonfft'st,  V.  242.  Difference  between, 
ana  non-electrics,  259. 

Elements  of  Criticism,  Lord  Kames's, 
noticed,  VI.  263.     Again,  VII.  241. 

Elephants,  conjecture  as  to  whether 
they  are  natives  of  America,  VI.  275. 
Description  of  some  bones  of,  276. 

Eliot,  Jake  I),  notice  of.  VI.  79.  His 
tracts  on  husbandry  referred  to,  VI. 
113.  As:ain,  VII.  51.  Franklin's 
opinion  of  them,  56. 

Elizabeth.  Queen,  character  of  her 
government,  11.  28;J.  Act  of,  respect- 
ing libel,  -^iiS 

Elphinsto?(,  John,  his  translation  of 
the  Latin  verse,  applied  by  Turgot  to 
Frinklm,  VIII.  539. 

Emblematical  Representation  of  the 
state  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies, IV.  456.     Alluded  to,  VIJ  313. 

£mbs£R,    Professor,    his  account  of 
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the  Bipontine  edilion  of  the  clagsici, 
IX.  1*^). 

Emigraliottf  effect  of  the  fucility  nf,  on 
tlie  rate  ol*  wagpB  in  l:luru(»e,  II.  443. 
To  whom  it  uiighl  prove  beneficial, 
470.  Kxainination  of  a  propoHcd  act 
of  Parhuiuent  for  preventing,  IV.  45d. 
No  legiBitttiun  required  in  reference 
to,  4G1.  Nor  likely  to  Ite  etlectuul, 
4(^.  Nor  pfilitic,  4t>3.  Injustici!  of 
luch  legiiilation,  4G4.  From  Scotland 
to  tlie  UniU^d  StateB,  IX.  4(^1  I'hat 
it  multiplies  instead  of  diminibhing  a 
nation,  X.  131. 

Emmons,  Natiiamkl,  his  discourse  on 
tlic  present  of  Franklin  to  tlie  town 
which  bears  his   name,  X.  liH). 

Enabling  Jict  of  Parliament  alluded  to, 

IX.  314,  315. 

Enemy,  on  tlie  means  of  disposing  an, 
to  peace,  VII.  i^lii. 
Ensflundj  intelligence  of  the  people  of, 

VII.  34G.  Facility  of  travelling  in, 
SlHi.      Disposition  of  the  people  of, 

VIII.  177.    See  Great  Britain. 
EngHth  Language^  how  to  render  the 

itudy  of  it  more  general,  X.  415. 

English  School,  Sketch  of  an,  II.  125. 

Engraver,  Franklin's  remarks  to  a 
French,  on  a  print  commemorating 
American  Independence,  VI II.  277. 

Enthusiasm,  advantages  of,  VII.  453. 

£m viLLK,  Duchess  d',  her  deatli,  X.  2i)5. 

£nville,  Larocukfoucauld  o',  in- 
troduces Mr.  Gallatin  to  Franklin, 
VIII.  4:>4. 

Ephtmtra,  an  Emblem  of  Unman  Life, 
II.  177.  Circumstances  under  which 
it  was  written,  VIII.  473. 

Episcopal  Churcht  of  the  ordination  in 
England,  of  American  clergy  of  the, 

X.  KK).  Remarks  on  the  practicabili- 
ty and  exp<>di<'ncy  of  establishing  a 
bishop  ill  America,  202. 

Essays  OH  Ittligious  and  Moral  Suljccls, 
and  the  Econotnij  of  IJfe^  11.  1. 

Est  AINU,  Count  d',  his  military  char- 
acter, VIU.  'M\Cu  And  judicious  con- 
duct, 'MM.     lliH  character,  457. 

Ellier^  experiment  with,  to  produce  cold 
by  evaporation,  VI.  213. 

Europe,  opinions  m,  respecting  tlic 
American  war,  VIII.  4!M.  Prevail- 
ing spirit  of  Ijlwrly  in,  X.  :121. 

Evans,  Cadwali.adkk,  promotes  the 
culture  of  silk,  VII.  454,  4c<5,  512, 
527,  5.35. 

Evans,  John,  is  appointed  deputy -gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania.  111.  HK).  At- 
tempts to  unite  the  territories  and  Uic 
provmce,  nnd  disagrees  with  the  As- 
■eiiibly,  l()l.  Expresses  to  the  As- 
sembly the  resentment  of  the  pro- 
prietary, I7U.     Hefers  to  the  charter 


of  privileges  as  the  only  rule  of  gor- 
ernment,  1^1.  Protects  Logan,  the 
Secretary,  against  the  Assembly,  165. 

EvA.NS,  Lkwis,  his  map  of  the  middle 
colon  it's  referred  to,  IV.  320.  Again, 
togt'ther  with  his  Essays,  VI.  110. 
iMtntioned,VllI.  125. 

Kcapvration,  of  c(x>ling  by,  V.  379. 
Of  oil,  VI.  129.  rrodacJon  of  cold 
by,  20! >.  Experiment  with  ether,  for 
producing  cold  by,  213.  Cooling  of 
water  by,  214.  And  of  the  body,  215. 
Suiface  of  the  earth  and  ▼egetatiooy 
210.    Same  subject,  255. 

Examination  of  Dr.  /VoNiUw,  til  ik» 
British  House  of  Commons,  extracts 
fiom  its  Journals  on  the  subject,  IV. 
Itil. 

Exchange,  true  principles  of,  II.  199. 
On  the  par  of,  4UU. 

Eijcise^  difference  between  an,  on  con- 
sumption, and  a  duty  on  importetion, 
IV.  Itil. 

Executive  departmtnl  of  the  pkll  of 
unicm  in  17a4,  III.  37. 

Exercise,  comparative  view  of  Tariooe 
kindsof,  Vlll.  12. 

Exportation  of  pnmtimu^  difficuHiee 
arising  from  the  act  of  Pennsjrlvuiia, 
relative  to  the.  111.  485. 

Exports,  impoUcy  of  datiei  on  . 
can,  IX.  38. 


Fahrenheit*»  thermometer,  how  gnd- 
uated,  VI.  568. 

Fair  Hay,  respecting  the  French  indem- 
nity for  the  brigantine,  VIII.  476. 

Faith,  utility  of;  VII.  75.  Remerlu 
on,  184. 

Famine,  provision  made  in  China 
agitinst,  11.  ;i81. 

Fakisii,  his  account  of  stilling  wa?ei 
by  oil,  VI.  355. 

Farmer's  Letters,  quoted,  reUti¥e  te 
the  carelessness  with  which  acts  of 
Parliament  are  passed  on  the  subject 
of  the  colonies,  IV.  251.  Frankhn^ 
preface  to  the,  !£>7.  Lord  Hillsboff- 
ough's  opinion  of  the,  VII.  391. 

Faucitt,  WiLLUM,  mentioned,  IZ. 
113. 

Felons,  on  the  transportation  of,  to 
America,  II.  4^15. 

Fkmelon,  his  remark  to  the  Pieftender 
quoted,  II.  279. 

Fermentation,  generaition  of  wind  bf, 
VI.  1%. 

Fevers,  conjecture  respecting  the  canee 
of  the  cold  and  hot  fits  of  some,  ^  1. 97. 

Fkvrk,  Franklin's  servant,  mentionedt 
VIII.  173. 

FiLAMOIERI,    GaBTAMO,    hi!    WQffk     €A 
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the  Scienoe  of  Legislation,  X.  233. 

His  death,  359. 
PUosofim  FranklinianAf  Todertiii*8  ac- 

couni  of,  VI.  351. 
PinanceSj  American,  their  condition  in 

17^,  VIU.  400.     Remarks  on,  507. 

Their  disordered  sUte  in  1781,  IX. 

97. 
FiNLKT,    President,    his    eiperiment, 

showing  the  inflammability  of  the  sur- 

faoe  of  certam  riTers  in  New  Jerse?, 

VI.  410. 
Firr,  a  cause  of  earthquakes,   VL  2. 

Home  of  its  properties,  37.      Certain 

Shenomena  of,  2:<U.  On  securing 
oudes  from,  'S-f-i.  Construction  of 
the  French  houses  in  this  respect, 
Slii.  Hug^tion  that  it  exists  in  a 
■ublile  fluid,  4->4. 

PirepiacfSy  account  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia, invented  by  Franklin,  VI.  35. 
Old  fashioned,  :{S.  Those  designed 
to  warm  the  air  as  it  enters  the 
room,  described,  39.  Description  of 
the  Pennsylvanian,  44.  Manner  of 
using  it,  50. 

Fishtrits,  condition  of  the,  at  the  close 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  II.  465. 
Mr.  Livingston's  vindication  of  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  the,  on 
the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  IX.  135. 
Of  indispensable  importance  in  a 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  3dl.  Dis- 
position of  Great  Britain  to  cede 
them  to  the  United  Slates,  405, 406, 

Fitch,  John,  his  steamboat,  X.  232. 
Certificate  of  Rittenh»)U8e  respecting 
it,  2X^.     A^in  menlioned,  34i3. 

Fire  .YaUons,  Hintory  of  the,  referred 
to,  VII.  H. 

Fired  Air.    See  Mr. 

FlamUrs,  Franklin's  tour  in,  VII.  229. 

Flemtgh  Ships,  of  the  capture  of,  by 
AnuTiciii  privateers,  IX.  30d. 

FLKTrnrH,  Bk?<jami?*,  is  appointed 
governor  of  New  Y'ork  and  rennsyl- 
▼ania,  by  the  same  commission,  111. 
\'M\.  Iiif«  roiilroversy  with  the  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania,  l;J7.  Threat- 
ens to  annex  the  province  to  New 
York,  i:i.».  Adinib*  the  principle  of 
the  Utiakers  upon  the  subject  of  bear- 
ing artns,  14'.l. 

Flies,  their  tenacity  of  life,  VI.  382. 

FUn-a,  r»'pres»'ntilion  c»f  Franklin  to 
the  Adinirnlty  court  at  Cherlwurg  re- 
specliiii:  the  prize,  VIII.  4'»3. 

Florida,  ditficully  "f  finding  settlers 
for,  IV.  :l.V».  rarliameiiLiry  grants 
for,  'M\K  Government  of  East  and 
West,  as  erected  by  royal  proclama- 
tion. :<7r>. 

Florida     Bla!«ca,    Count    de,   gires 


Mr.  Jay  a  copy  of  Sir  J.  Dalryxnple*! 
Memoir,  VIU.  547. 

Fluid,  thoughts  on  a  nniTenal,  mod  Hi 
character,  VI.  458.  AppUcatioo  of 
this  idea  to  the  explanation  of  some 
phenomena  of  heat  and  cold,  459. 

Fog9,  electricity  of,  in  Ireland,  V.  909. 
Suggestion  as  to  their  connexion  witb 
cold  seasons,  VI.  456. 

FoLOBR,  Petsk,  bis  writinffs,  1. 8, 9. 

Food^  proper  quantity  cf,  Ii.  86. 

Foreign  minist9r»t  suariet  ofl  IX.  401. 

Forth,  his  secret  mission,  IX.  205. 

Fort  Pitt^  conference  with  the  Indimi 
at,  IV  345. 

FortSf  erection  of,  in  the  back  setHe- 
ments,  an  inadequate  protection 
against  the  French  and  Indians,  IT. 
n.  A  few  likely  to  be  useful,  15. 
Proposal  to  prerent  the  erection  of,  in 
the  colonies,  21. 

FoTHBRoiLL,  JoBif,  btt  conTerBttaflii 
with  Franklin  on  the  restoration  of 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  colonies,  V.  10.  CommonieatM 
to  Franklin  the  result  of  conferen- 
ces upon  the  Hints  for  accommoda- 
tion, 55.  Attends  Franklin  dnrhof 
his  illnewi,  VII.  150.  His  accoant  oT 
Franklin's  examination  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  312.  His  denth 
and  character,  VIII  6(29.  His  ef- 
forU  to  prevent  the  war  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  532.  His  charaoler,  IX. 
4!*3.     Dr.  Lettsom'i  fiiemoirs  of,  X. 

2i;7. 

FoundlinffSy  their  number  in  Paris,  X. 
133.     OT  hospitals  for,  148, 174. 

Fox,  Charles  Jambs,  SecreUry  of 
Sute,  sends  Mr.  Grenville  to  Paris  to 
arrange  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty 
of  peace,  IX.  2l)7.  Claims  for  hw 
de^Mirtment  I  he  power  to  treat,  3:16. 
Rpsigiis,  IXiO,  :)65.  His  coalition  with 
Lord  North,  490.  Frankhn's  esteem 
for,  X.  I. 

Fragment  of  Pofvbins,  Sir  W.  Jonea'i 
supposed,  Vlll.  &43. 

France,  efforts  to  eiigage  the  Indians 
in  the  cause  of,  IILB.  Conduct  of 
the  Indians  in  her  interest,  IV.  7. 
Respecting  cessions  of  territory  t>y,  8. 
Facilities  enjoyed  by,  for  harassinf 
our  frontier,  14.  Evils  which  wouM 
result  from  leaving  her  in  possesmon 
of  Canada,  16.  Cn  the  aid  given  by, 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  disalM- 
tion  in  the  colonies,  44  Check  upon 
their  growth,  which  would  be  the  re- 
sult of  her  continued  po«essiun  of 
Cansda,  46  Invaliditv  of  her  claim 
to  lands  of  the  Six  Nations  on  thn 
Ohio,  :i29.  Compliment  paid  to 
FrankUn  in,  for  his  elootrieal  wri^ 
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ings,  VI.  1(j2.  or  travelling,  and 
wuiiK'n  in,  VII.  35i).  lnU>retft  taken 
in  American  afiUirs  in,  470.  Com- 
mitwioncra  to,  appointed  bv  Congress, 
VI 11  L!M).  Supplies  of  military  stores 
furnished  by,  \\)l.  Her  conduct  in 
regard  to  the  United  States,  S£35. 
Remarks  on  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with,  1>:KI.  War  of  England  with, 
would  be  fatal  to  the  reconciliation 
of  the  former  with  America,  ^253. 
Her  good  faith  commended,  261.  War 
between  England  and,  2Li3.  Mr.  Ad* 
ams's  view  of  her  fuilh,  324.  Alli- 
Bnc(.>  of  the  United  States  with,  an 
obstiicle  to  p4>ace  with  Gn^at  Britain, 
312  Objections  to  quitting  the  al- 
liance with,  31().  Character  of  the 
people  of,  :vi7.  That  a  truce  between 
Great  Britain. and  the  United  States 
would  be  for  her  interest,  :J32.  Of  a 
projected  invasion  of  England  by,  370. 
Of  the  aid  given  to  the  United  States 
b^,  42ti.  Importance  of  the  alliance 
with,  439.  American  feeling  towards, 
479.  Of  the  aid  furnished  by,  to 
meet  the  droAs  of  Congress,  499.  In- 
■tractions  to  Franklin  to  procure  a 
furtlier  loan  in,  02G.  Further  loan 
made  by,  to  the  United  States,  IX.  1. 
Declines  the  mediation  of  Rui«sia  and 
Austria,  4.  Of  supplies  to  the  United 
States  by,  32.  Advantage  to,  of  em- 
ploying a  large  naval  force  in  llits 
country,  KM).  Feeling  in  America 
towards,  104.  Her  concurrence  ne- 
certsury  in  the  negotiations  for  peace, 
141.  Relations  of  the  United  Slates 
with,  174.  The  United  States  not  to 
treat  without,  2t)3.  Great  Britain 
pro[M)S(>9  a  separate  treaty  with,  2tH. 
Canada  offered  to,  to  induce  her  to 
treat,  210.  Answer  of  the  court  of, 
to  the  offer,  210,  213.  Her  aid  to  the 
United  SlaU»8  for  1782,  2^0.  No  aid 
given  to  the  United  States  by,  till 
Uirir  indejiendeiice  was  declared,  274. 
Of  the  obliiTations  of  gratitude  for 
her  aid,  2^1.  Debt  of  the  United 
Suit*-!*  to,  3."^3.  Substance  of  the  pre- 
liiiiinnry  articles  of  peace  between 
Grt'iit  briiaiii  and,  442.  Application 
of  KoIktI  Murria  to,  for  a  loan,  445. 
Preliinin:iry  articles  of  peace  signed 
Innweeii  (ireat  Britain,  Spain,  and, 
473.  Her  good  failli  in  reference  to 
the  treaty,  r>33.  Her  linaiir.ial  diffi- 
culties, X.  2r<.  Placed  by  the  United 
States  on  the  most  favorable  fwiting 
in  r^trard  to  commerce,  \'^.  State 
of  ntfiirs  in,  in  17o7,  318.  In  17?^, 
!)5->.  Revolutionary  proceedings  and 
distracted  state  of  affairs  in,  in  17d9, 
3a7,  409. 


ANCI8,  JoHir  W.,  hU  Life  of  Golden 
led,  VI.  Iti.  19.  ♦ 


Fran 

cited, 
Fka.<«klin,  Abuh,  mother  of  fienjtiiUB. 

1.7,13.     Her  death,  VU.  68. 

FRA.'«iKLI|t,  BkNJAHIII. 

His  Life.  Good  fortune  which  ae- 
conipanied  him  through  life,  1. 2.  Ree- 
idence  of  his  ancestora,  3.  His  reaem- 
blance  in  character  to  one  of  hia  un- 
cles, 5.  His  second  cousin  Sanatuel 
Franklin,  0.  Marriage  of  hie  father,  7. 
His  birtli,ti.  His  occupations  in  child- 
hood, 10.  Account  of  hia  father,  11. 
Death  of  his  parents,  and  their  monn- 
uient,  14.  His  early  readin^f,  15.  Hia 
ballads,  16.  Intimacy  with  John  Col- 
lins, 17  Reads  the  ^eciator,  Iti.  Re- 
sorts to  a  system  of  ve||retBble  diet,  19. 
Becomes  fond  of  argutneut,  21 .  W  riles 
for  his  brrtther's  newspaper.  8d.  Ex- 
amined before  the  Council  lor  a  pub- 
lication offensive  to  tiie  Aiaembiy,  91. 
Determines  to  leave  hit  brother,  2T 
Goes  to  ^ew  York,  96  Accident  on 
his  journey  to  Philadelphia,  30.  Ar- 
rives in  that  city,  33.  Vinta  Andrew 
Bradford,  the  printer,  35.  Lodm 
with  Mr.  Read,  37.  U  advised  bj 
Sir  \V.  Keith  to  set  up  in  Philadel- 
phia, :k}.  Returns  to  Boston,  39.  Sir 
W.  Keith's  proposal  declined  by  hia 
father,  40.  who  consents  to  hia  re- 
turn to  Philadelphia,  41.  Viaito  Gov- 
ernor Burnet  of  Sew  York,  43.  li 
promised  assistance  by  Sir  W.  Keith, 
4.').  Abandons  the  use  of  animal  food, 
47.  Of  his  associates,  Osborne,  Watr 
son,  Ralph,  AS.  Their  ezerciaes  in 
composition,  49.  Determines,  by  the 
advice  of  Keith,  to  visit  England,  58L 
Sails  for  London,  53.  Discovers  that 
he  has  been  deceived  by  Keith,  56. 
Bein?  without  money  engages  to  work 
for  rainier,  a  printer,  Ixi.  Prints  n 
tract  upon  Liberty  and  Nen'ssityi 
Pleasure  and  Pain,  57.  Frequents  n 
club,  consisting  of  Dr  Mandeville 
and  others,  57  Disagrees  with,  and 
separates  from  Ralph,  and  removea  to 
\V  atts's  printing  office,  59.  Hia  len- 
perate  habits,  59.  Mode  of  living,  61. 
His  skill  in  swimming,  63.  Enngea 
in  mercantile  business  with  Mr.  Den- 
ham,  G5.  Returns  to  Philadelphia,  67. 
His  plans  of  business  broken  off  by 
the  deatli  of  Mr.  Denham,  G8.  En- 
gages to  superintend  Keinier*a  print- 
m^  e.stablishment,  ii9.  Is  ill  tiVated 
by  Keimer,  71.  And  sepsrates  from 
him,  72.  Engravra  the  plates  ibr 
New  Jersey  paper  money,  and  prints 
the  bills,  73.  His  moral  and  reli- 
gious views,  74.  His  new  version  t^ 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  77.    Enleia  into 
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lip  with  Hugh  Meredith,  77. 
'orins  the  Junto,  til.  Writes  the 
Busy  Body,  84.  Anecdote  showinflr 
his  independence  as  an  editor,  85. 
His  separation  from  Meredith,  89. 
Writes  a  pamphlet  on  paper  curren- 
cy, 91.  Opens  a  stationer's  shop,  92. 
His  attention  to  business,  93.  IMar- 
lies  Miss  Read,  96.  His  agency  in 
establishing  the  Philadelphia  Library, 
99.  Mode  of  obtaining  subscriptions 
fbr  it,  101.  Anecdote  of  the  silver 
noon  and  China  bowl,  \0i.  His  re- 
hgious  sentiments,  103.  Proposes  to 
arrive  at  moral  perfection,  105.  His 
list  of  the  virtues,  106.    Resolves  to 

{fve  attention  to  them  in  succession, 
09.  His  difficulty  in  practising  that 
of  order,  113.  His  project  of  a  work 
to  be  entitled.  The  Art  of  Virtue^  115. 
Proposes  to  raise  a  united  party  for 
Tirtue,  119.  Publishes  Poor  Richard's 
JUmamaCj  121.  His  mode  of  conduct- 
ing his  newspaper,  r<£).  Engages  in 
a  controversy  respecting  Hemphill,  a 
preacher,  V&.  Studies  the  French 
and  Italian  languages,  126;  and  the 
Spanish,  127.  Visiu  Boston,  128. 
Eitension  of  the  Junto,  129.  Is  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Philadelphia, 
131.  Proposes  an  improvement  in 
the  oity  watch,  and  establishes  a  fire 
eompany,  133.  Becomes  intimate 
with  Whitefield,  136.  Forms  part- 
nerships in  the  printing  business,  142. 
Ptoposes  a  Phuosojfhical  Sodetiff  144. 
His  a^ncy  in  providing  means  of  de- 
fence m  the  Spanish  war,  144.  Forms 
an  association  for  that  purpose,  145. 
His  invention  of  a  fireplace,  156.  His 
Proposal  relating  to  the  Education  of 
Yoitky  158.    Establishes  an  Academy, 

159.  Becomes  one  of  the  trustees, 

160.  Forms  a  partnership  with  David 
Hall,  161.  His  electrical  experiments, 
162.  Is  chosen  a  member  of  the  As- 
lembly,  162.  Is  appointed  a  commis- 
■ioner  fbr  making  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians,  163.  His  agency  in  esub- 
fishing  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
164.  His  advice  to  Gilbert  Tennent, 
167.  Suggests  plans  for  cleaning. pav- 
ing, and  Fighting  the  streets  of  Phila- 
delphia, 163,  1^;  and  for  cleanmg 
those  of  London,  170.  Is  appointed 
postmaster-general  for  America,  175. 
Attends  the  general  convention  at 
Albany,  as  a  delegate,  176.  Proposes 
a  plan  of  union  of  the  colonies,  177. 
Has  sn  interview  with  Governor  Shir- 
ley, 178.  Assists  Mr.  Quincy  in  pro- 
earing  aids  for  New  England,  181. 
VisitB  General  Braddock's  arrov,  183. 
Procures  horses  and  wagons  for  the 


army,  184.  His  services  oommended 
bv  Braddock,  but  ill  rewarded,  193. 
Engages  in  forming  a  society  for  the 
relief  and  instruction  of  Germans  in 
Pennsylvania,  195.  Is  appointed  a 
commissioner  for  appropriating  the 
public  money  for  military  defence, 
197.  Is  commissioned  to  take  charge 
of  the  frontier,  and  erect  a  Une  of 
forts,  1S)7.  Marches  with  troops  to 
fulfil  this  commission,  198.  His  op- 
erations at  Gnadenhutten,  199.  Be- 
comes acquainted  with  the  Moravians 
at  Bethlehem,  203.  Returns  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  is  chosen  colonel  of  a 
regiment,  204.  Declines  accepting 
the  Governor's  proposal  to  conduct  an 
expedition  against  Fort  Duquesne, 
207.  Account  of  his  electrical  exper- 
iments, 208.  Is  elected  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Society,  212.  Receives 
the  Copley  medal,  213.  His  conver- 
sations with  Governor  Denny,  214.  Is 
deputed  by  the  Assembly  to  present  a 

g*tition  to  the  King,  and  to  act  in 
ngland  as  the  agent  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, 216.  His  interview  with  Lord 
Loudoun,  216  Sails  from  New  York, 
222.  His  account  of  the  voysge,  )tt3. 
Arrives  in  England,  826.  Object  of 
his  agency  in  England,  83)1.  Peter 
Collinson  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  933. 
Mr.  Strahan  and  Governor  Shirley, 
234.  Begins  the  business  of  his  mia- 
sion,  SS35.  Refutes  charges  that  bad 
been  made  against  Pennsylvania,  237. 
Becomes  acquainted  with  Baisker- 
ville,  242.  Advises  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  248.  Visits  Scotland,  and 
receives  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws, 

249.  Gives  to  Lord  Rames  a  copy 
of  the    ParabU  against  Persecution^ 

250.  Remarks  on  the  authorship  of 
that  piece,  251 .  Business  of  his  agen- 
cy brought  to  a  successful  issue,  253. 
Receives  public  money  for  Pennsyl- 
vania, 258.  Tour  through  Holland 
and  Flanders,  259.  Experiments  on 
the  tourmalin,  259;  on  evaporation. 
260.  His  observations  and  tlieory  of 
northeast  storms,  262.  Invents  the 
Armonica,  263.  The  degree  of  Doe- 
tor  of  Laws  conferred  upon  him  at 
Oxford,  267.  Sails  from  England  and 
arrives  at  Philadelphia,  969.  Travels 
through  fhe  northern  colonies,  271. 
Disputes  between  the  Assembly  and 
governor,  280.  Franklin  writes  on 
the  subject,  282  Chosen  speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  283.  Appointed  agent 
to  go  to  England,  and  solicit  a  change 
of  government,  285.  Arrives  in  Eng- 
land, 289.  Opposes  the  SUmp  Act, 
294.    Examined  before  Parliament  on 
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the  sabjed  of  its  repeal,  2i)6.  Writes 
on  pditic&l  affairs,  312.  Appointed 
a^eiit  tor  (jeorgia,  31G.  }J  is  opinion 
ot  the  Farmer's  Letters,  317.  Mem- 
ber uf  nuiuernus  societies,  319.  Pro- 
motes the  culture  of  silk,  319.  On  & 
coiiiinittee  for  protecting  the  Catlke- 
drul  of  St.  Paul  8  i'roiu  li|rhtninflr,  l^l. 
Appointed  agent  for  New  Jersey, 
32:i  Appointed  agent  for  Massachu- 
■etts,  3'irj.  Singular  interview  with 
Lrf^rd  Uillsborougb,  32!>.  Journey  to 
the  North  of  Enffland,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland  ;  PriestTey,  Percival,  Dar- 
win, Kippis,  Price,  331.  Meets  Loid 
Hillsborough  in  Ireland,  332.  Dr. 
Shipley,  Uishop  of  St  AKaph,  335. 
Singular  conduct  of  Lord  Hillsbor- 
ouffti,  338.  Writes  an  elaborate  paper 
in  favor  of  Walpole's  Grant,  'MO.  On 
ft  committee  for  examining  the  Pow- 
der Magazines  at  Purfleet,  342.  Con- 
troversy about  pointed  ond  bluat  con- 
ductors, 343.  Interviews  with  Lord 
Dartmouth,  345.  Abridges  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer,  352.  bxperiments 
to  show  the  effect  of  oil  in  stilling 
waves,  353.  Trftnsmits  Hulchins«>n'8 
kttera  to  Massachusetts,  356.  Pro- 
ceedings of  tbe  Assembly  concerning 
them,  360.  Presents  the  petition  for 
the  removal  of  1 1  utchi  nson ,  303.  Case 
beaixi  before  the  Privy  Council,  3G5. 
■Intercourse  with  Josiah  Uuincy,  Jr., 
372.  Death  of  bis  wife,  373.  Family 
incidents  and  relations,  274.  Presents 
the  petition  of  tiie  first  Continental 
Congiess  to  tiie  King,  377.  Visits 
Lord  Chatham  at  Hayes,  379.  Plays 
at  chess  with  a  sister  of  Lord  Howe, 
380.  Dr.  Fothergill  and  Mr.  Barclay 
consult  him  on  the  teinis  of  a  recon- 
ciliation between  the  two  countries, 
3^1.  Draws  up  a  paper  containing 
his  ideas  of  the  subject,  3H2.  His 
paper  shown  to  the  ministers,  3ti3. 
Requested  by.  Lord  Chatham  to  be 
preitcnt  when  he  offered  a  motion  in 
the  House  of  Lords  relating  to  Amer- 
ica, :i85.  Assists  I.«ord  Chatham  in 
preparing  a  plan  of  reconciliation, 
380.  Chatham's  comnlinient  to  him 
in  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
2ti7.  Negotiation  goiitinued,  3ti!K  Is 
unsuccessful,  3!K).  Sails  for  America, 
3JM.  ChoKen  a  member  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress^  3!>3.  Urafls  a  plan 
of  Confederation,  lV.t7.  Appointed 
Postmaster-general,  31^.  Member  of 
the  Secret  Committee,  31)1  L  One 
of  the  comminsioners  to  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  400.  Chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  AbHembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
401.     One  of  the  commissioners  to 


Canada,  403.  On  the  committee 
for  drafting  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, 40G.  Interview  with 
Lord  Howe  on  Staten  Island,  414. 
Appointed  one  of  the  coiumiMioneia 
to  tbe  Court  of  France,  41G.  Arrives 
at  Nantes,  418;  st  Paris,  419.  Im- 
pression prr>duced  by  his  arrival  in 
France,  420.  Audience  of  Count  de 
Vergennes,  422.  Purchases  arms  and 
military  supplies  for  Congress,  424. 
Troublesome  applications  of  foreign 
officers,  420.  Kecomuiends  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafsvette,  428.  Treaties  of 
amity  and  alliance  between  France 
and  the  United  Sutes,  429.  Intro- 
duced to  the  King,  4:i4.  Secret  ad- 
vances made  to  Franklin  for  efiectinx 
a  reconciliation  between  England  and 
tlie  United  Stales;  Hutton.  Fulienej, 
Hartley,  i:^.  Numerous  penond 
friends ;  interview  with  VolUue,  445. 
Enmity  of  Arthur  Lee  to  Franklin, 
and  its  causes,  447 ;  of  Ralph  lurd, 

451.  Arts  of  his  enemies  in  Congress, 

452.  Visited  by  Sir  William  Jones, 

454.  Instructs 'the  American  cruisers 
not  to  molest  Captain  Cook's  vessel, 

455.  Paul  Jones,  456.  Mr.  Vau^- 
an*s  edition  of  his  writings,  457.  As- 
sists in  procuring  a  French  armv  to 
be  sent  to  the  United  States,  460.  'His 
opinion  of  privateering,  461.  His 
mode  of  transacting  aflairs  with  tbe 
French  Court,  464.  Burdened  with 
the  concerns  of  public  vessels,  467. 
Solicits  his  recall,  468.  His  opinion  of 
the  alliance  with  France.  471.  His  per- 
sonal friends  at  Psssy,  473.  Negotia- 
tions for  peace,  474.  Objects  to  Mr. 
Grenvilles  commission, 47i>.  Proposes 
articles  of  a  treaty  to  Mr.  Oswald,  479. 
Progress  of  the  negotiation,  461 .  Fish- 
eries, 484.  L<iyalisU,  485.  Treat/ 
signed,  488.  American  commissioners 
sign  the  treatv  without  the  knowledge 
of  tiie  French  court,  48!).  Count  de 
Vergennes's  letter  on  the  suUect,  490. 
Franklin's  reasons,  496.  Error  cor- 
rected,407.  Contract  respecting  louM| 
4i16.  Definitive  treaty  signed,  562. 
One  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  King  of  France  to  investigate 
animal  magnetism,  503.  Treaty  with 
Prussia,  5(K).  Leaves  Passj,  506. 
Sails  for  America,  500.  Chosen  Pres- 
ident of  Pennsylvania,  512.  Member 
of  the  Convention  for  forming  the 
Omstitution  of  tl»e  United  States, 513. 
His  religious  opinions,  513.  Reqiiesle 
Congress  to  settle  his  accounts,  525k 
His  last  illness  and  desth,  529.  Pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  the  oec 
Saa,  5t;2. 


Na  VJ 


GENERAL   INDEX. 


603 


IKf  opmums^  and  facts  relating  to  hirA. 
Oriffin  of  the  Junto,  11.  9.  Account 
of  Uie  oriifin  of  the  Busy  Body,  13. 
Hie  account  of  the  Way  to  Wealth,  92. 
It*  extraordinary  circulation,  93.  Ac- 
eonnt  of  his  Parable  against  Persecu- 
tion, 1 18.  Paper,  a  Poem,  his  aulhor- 
•hip  of  it  doubtful,  161.  His  Baara- 
lelles,  lt>4.  Humorous  Dialogue  be- 
tween him  and  the  Gout,  194.  His 
fondness  for  reading  about  China,  241. 
Hifl  authorship  of  the  Inquiry  into 
the  Nature  and  Neceraity  of  a  Paper 
Currency,  ^>4.  Doubts  as  to  his  au- 
thorship of  the  Essays  on  Gnvern- 
ment,  27d.  Ori?tn  and  character  of 
the  Remarks  ana  Pacts  relative  to  the 
American  Psper  Money,  340.  Excel- 
lence of  his  article  on  the  Price  of 
Corn  and  the  Management  of  the  Poor, 
S60  Account  of  his  essay  on  the 
Slave-Trade,  517.  Origin  of  his  Plain 
Truth,  III.  1  Of  the  Papers  relating 
to  a  Plan  of  Union  of  the  Colonies,  22. 
The  plan  drawn  by  hitn  and  accept- 
ed, 91.  Eridence  that  his  attention 
^d  been  for  tome  time  turned  to  the 
mbject,  2^.  Account  of  the  origin 
of  hit  Letters  to  Governor  Shirley, 
86  No  change  in  his  opinions  rela- 
tite  to  the  power  of  Parliament  over 
the  colonies,  67.  His  view  as  to  the 
expediency  of  establishing  colonies 
beyond  the  Alleganies,  6*^  Circum- 
•lances  under  which  his  Militia  Bill 
was  drawn  and  passed,  78.  Interest 
taken  by  him  in  the  controversies 
between  the  proprietary  governors 
and  the  Assemblies.  106  As  to  his 
authorship  of  the  Historical  Review 
of  the  Constitution  and  Government 
of  Pennsylvsnia,  10-^.  His  remarks 
on  a  Protest  against  his  Appointment 
as  Agent  of  Pennsylvania,  tV.  143. 
Vindication  of  his  conduct  as  agent, 
144.  His  relations  with  the  Proprie- 
tors, 150.  Rep'irt  in  the  Assembly  on 
his  accounts,  l')3.  His  Examination 
before  the  Hou'«e  of  Commons  relative 
to  the  Repeal  of  the  SHmp  Act,  161. 
His  views  of  Pownall's  scheme,  for 
an  equal  communication  of  rights 
and  privileges  to  America,  201.  His 
Answer  to  Strahan's  Queries,  rel- 
ative to  American  Affairs,  261.  Not 
the  author  of  the  lk)ston  Report  in 
1772,  381.  Account  of  transactions 
relative  to  the  Hutchinson  Letters, 
405,  409.  Manner  in  which  the  letters 
eame  to  his  possession,  411.  And  in 
which  they  were  transmitted  to  this 
Country,  412.  Acknowledges  himself 
responsible  for  obtaining  and  transmit- 
tbig  them,  435.    Whately's  chancery 


suit  against  him,  437.  His  answer  to 
the  bill  in  equity,  438.  Not  in  fault  in 
regard  to  the  duel  between  Temple 
and  Whately,  446.  Is  attacked  W 
Wedderbum  before  the  Privy  Council, 
447.  His  demeanor  on  that  occasion, 
452, 453.  Removed  from  his  office  of 
deputy  postmaster-general,  455.  De- 
mands an  explanation  from  Dean 
Tucker  of  the  charge,  that  he  applied 
for  the  place  of  distributor  of  stamps, 
519.  Calls  for  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  charpre,  520.  The  char^re  stated, 
521.  Ana  explained  by  him,  522. 
His  efforts  to  bring  about  a  reconcili- 
ation between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies,  V  3.  His  first  interview 
with  Lord  Chatham,  5.  Conversation 
with  David  Barclay  on  the  subject  of 
reconciliation,  8.  With  Mrs.  Howe 
and  Dr.  Fnthergill,  10.  His  Hints  for 
conversation  on  the  terms  of  union, 
12.  Interview  with  Lord  Howe,  29. 
Their  conference  respecting  an  ad- 
justment of  the  differences  between 
the  two  countries,  30.  His  sketch  of 
a  plan  of  reconciliation,  drawn  at  the 
request  of  Lord  Howe,  38.  His  Notes 
for  Discourse  with  Lord  Chatham,  re- 
lative to  his  plan  of  accommodation, 
49.  Chatham's  panegyric  on  him,  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  .53.  His  con- 
versation with  Lord  Hyde,  74.  Pro- 
pones Articles  of  Conrederation  and 
Perpetual  Union,  in  General  Congress, 
91.  His  Correspondence  and  inter- 
view with  Lord  Howe,  97.  Acknowl- 
edgment to,  for  passports  granted  to 
Moravian  vessels  ana  Captain  Cook, 
122.  Public  Addresses  to,  and  his  An- 
swers, 137.  His  Speech  in  the  Con- 
vention, on  Salaries,  144 ;  on  the  Pro- 
portion between  Representation  and 
Votes,  149.  His  Motion  for  Prayers, 
153  Speech  at  the  Conclusion  of  its 
Deliberations,  155.  Manner  in  which 
his  attention  was  drawn  to  the  subject 
of  electricity  and  lightning,  17^.  Es- 
tablishes their  identitv,  174.  His  ex- 
periments successfully  repeated  in 
£nrope,  176.  Jealousy  of  him,  and 
attempt  to  transfer  the  honor  of  the 
discovery  to  Abb6  Nollet,  176  Priest- 
ley's  notice  of  his  discoveries,  179. 
Accident  while  making  an  electrical 
experiment.  255.  Offers  to  serve  as 
secretary  of  a  Philosophical  Society, 
VI.  17.  Logan *s  account  of  him  m 
1750.  Compliment  paid  to  his  phi- 
losophical writings  by  the  King  of 
France,  162.  His  observations  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Todd,  174  ;  to  Mr  Col- 
den,  180.  His  account  of  a  whirlwind 
in  Maryland,  201.     His  opinion  of 
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Priestley^B  philosophical  experiments, 
410.  His  religious  opinions,  VII.  6, 
8.  Pari  taken  by  him,  in  the  associa- 
tion for  the  defence  of  Pennsylvania, 
2>l.  His  plan  of  retiring  from  busi- 
ness and  public  employments,  35. 
Notice  of  his  visit  to  New  England, 
77.  His  visit  and  return,  65.  Mor- 
tality in  his  family,  114.  Is  elected 
a  member  of  the  Society  for  tlie  En- 
couragement of  Arts,  Manufactures, 
&c.,  124.  Is  appointed  commission- 
er to  England,  130.  His  arrival  in 
London,  and  illness,  149.  Is  injured 
by  a  fall,  257.  His  secund  mission  to 
England,  2GC.  His  arrival,  263.  Re- 
turn to  America,  292.  Is  elected 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  294.  Ac- 
count of  the  descendants  of  his  grand- 
father in  England,  326.  His  family 
connexions  in  England,  346.  Visits 
France,  356.  Attempt  to  remove  him 
from  his  place  of  dcputv  poslmaster- 

feneral,  405.  State  of  his  health  in 
702,  424.  RespecUng  the  report  of 
bis  willingness  to  accept  office  under 
the  British  government^  443.  His 
appointment  and  instructions  as  agent 
for  New  Jersey,  460.  Appointed  agent 
for  Massachusetts,  490,  493.  His  sen- 
timents in  regard  to  resigning  his 
place  in  the  postofficc,  4SK),  493.  Of- 
fence taken  at  some  of  his  letters  to 
America,  sent  back  to  England,  507. 
His  interview  with  L#ord  Hillsborough 
on  the  subject  of  his  appointment  as 
aeent,  509.  His  agency  in  procuring 
Walp<>le'8  Grant,  VIII.  1.  His  agree- 
able  situation  in  Europe,  15.  Is  elect- 
ed into  the  Royal  Academy  in  I^iris, 
13.  His  conversation  with  Lord  Dart- 
mouth, 43.  Vindicates  his  conduct 
as  agent  of  Massachusetts,  55.  Sug- 
gests a  mode  of  printing  on  eartli- 
en  ware,  94.  Is  dismissed  from  his 
office  of  dfputy  postmaMter-goneral, 
113.  His  treatment  in  England  in 
consequence  of  his  transmitting  the 
Hutchinson  Letters,  117.  French  edi- 
tion of  his  writings  mentioned,  117. 
His  portrait,  by  C/hamherlin,  1 16. 
Abused  by  his  enemies,  \2i).  Is  ap- 
pointed by  Congress  one  of  the  com- 
missioners to  Canada,  178.  Commis- 
sioner and  aflerwards  ministpr  plenipo- 
tentiary to  France,  IW.  His  descrip- 
tion of  his  own  person,  202.  Purposes 
for  which  he  was  sent  to  France,  2o3. 
Is  commissioned  to  treat  with  Spain, 
205.  His  remarks  respecting  Arthur 
Lee*s  conduct  in  regard  to  the  com- 
missioners' accounts,  2()0  Refuse's  to 
accede  to  Lee's  demand  respecting 
drails  on  the  American  banker,  272. 


•His  remarks  on  the  propoaitlon  of  M. 
de  Weissenstein,  278  His  mode  of 
living  in  France,  313.  Receives  hit 
credentials  as  minister  plenipoientuif 
ry  and  is  presented  to  the  King,  350. 
His  situation  in  France,  401.      Re- 

?uests  permission  to  retom  from 
'ranee,  IX.  5.  Hit  reowrks  opon  hie 
enemies,  21.  Congress  refuse  to  w- 
cept  his  resignation,  71.  Hie  inter- 
view with  Count  de  Vergennea,  76. 
Is  appointed  a  commiMioner  for  nego- 
tiatin^  peace,  77.  Lots  of  bis  papers 
deposited  with  Mr.  Galloway,  78. 
His  remarks  to  Measra.  Kommaim 
relative  to  a  claim  of  relationship,  98. 
His  remarks  on  M.  de  NenfvUle*! 
scheme  of  a  loan,  107.  Declines-  to 
open  negotiations  without  the  con- 
currence of  France,  141.  His  diffi- 
culty in  meeting  the  drafts  of  Con- 
Sress,  146.  His  remarks  on  the  eon- 
oct  of  Deane,  177.  His  Journal  of 
the  Negotiation  for  Peace,  938.  His 
conversation  with  Mr.  Oswald,  913; 
whom  he  introduces  to  Count  de 
Vergennes,  946.  Accompsnies  Mr. 
Grenville  on  an  interview  with  that 
minister,  273.  Desires  that  Mr.  Os- 
wald may  be  sent  to  treat,  980.  An- 
ecdote respectinjg  the  visiting  cud 
of  Prince  bariatinski  and  the  Connt 
du  Nord,  285.  Visits  the  Spanish 
ambassador  with  Mr.  Jay,  350.  Con- 
plains  of  the  British  delay  in  open* 
mg  the  negotiation,  dfiO.  .  Justiftss 
tlie  proceedings  in  regard  to  Captain 
Asgill,  375.  Count  de  Versrnnes 
complains  to  him,  that  the  prenmins- 
ries  between  the  British  oommissinn- 
ers  had  been  concluded  without  com- 
munication with  the  French  cabinet. 
449.  His  reply,  450.  Exchanges  full 
powers  with  the  Swedish  ambassador, 
460.  Declines  visiting  England,  475. 
Justifies  the  signing  of  ue  treaty 
without  communication  with  tfaie 
French  court.  533.  His  comment 
on  the  report,  that  he  did  not  oppMB 
the  hostile  views  of  France  rewtive 
to  the  fisheries  and  boundaries  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  concluding  the 
treaty,  X.  6, 10.  Asks  to  be  recalled 
from  France,  40.  Replies  lo  the  ob- 
jection of  a  defect  of  form  in  ratifying 
the  treaty,  97.  Is  elected  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  History  at  Ma- 
drid, 104.  His  relations  with  his  son, 
121.  His  present  to  the  town  of 
Franklin,  158.  Takes  leave  of  Connt 
de  Vergennes,  160.  His  charces  as 
minister  plenipotentiary,  184.  Leaves 
Passy  forllavre.SOl.  OfhisAbridf- 
ment  of  the  Book  of  Common  Pr^|«r, 
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907.  Arrive!  in  the  United  States, 
893.  !■  con^rratnlated  by  Washing- 
ton on  his  letnm,  2:27.  Rumor  of  his 
onptnre  by  the  Alfferines,  t2:iO.  Of  a 
uropased  edition  c»  his  writings  and 
Mm  Memoirs,  240.  Is  elected  Piesi- 
dent  of  Pennsylvania,  245.  His  do- 
■Mstie  circumstances  in  17b6,  251. 
His  occupations  and  amusements,  257. 
Iiioiiires  of  Mr.  Grand  concerning  a 
Million  of  livres  advanced  by  the 
French  government,  265.  Dissoades 
IHiomas  Paine  from  publishing  an  irre- 
ligious work,  281.  The  mUlion  of 
livres  advanced  by  France  supposed  by 
hira  to  have  been  paid  to  Beaumarchais, 
986.  His  personal  circumstances,  301. 
It  again  elected  President  of  Penn- 
qrlvania,  3U3.  His  reminiscences  of 
•one  of  his  friends,  304.  His  kind- 
Be»  to  his  sister,  326.  Is  elected 
President  a  third  time,  337.  Progress 
of  bii  Memoirs,  368,  393,  397.  His 
Moount  of  his  public  labors  and  their 
compensation,  368.  Sketch  of  his 
•ervicefl  to  the  United  States,  371. 
Asks  for  a  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
975 ;  which  are  unsettled  at  his 
death,  378.  The  only  credit  claimed 
hy  him  in  reference  to  the  Parable 
■gainst  Persecution,  401.  Stuber's 
O>ntinuati0n  of  bis  Autobiography, 
404.  His  religious  opinions,  4*&.  His 
•jcfrfanation  of  the  advance  of  a  mil- 
lion of  livres  by  France,  441. 

FnnkUnfanulyy  account  of  the,  I.  539. 
Genealogy  of  the,  546. 

FftANKLiR,  Jahks,  brother  of  Benja- 
min, who  is  bound  to  him  as  an  ap- 
prentice, I.  16.  Publishes  the  New 
England  Coorant,  22.  Proceedings  of 
the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  against 
him,  24.  Is  prohibited  from  prmting 
the  paper,  25.  Differences  between 
the  brothers,  26.  His  death,  28. 
Their  reconciliation,  128. 

Fb4iikli9,  J4NR,  acrostic  on  her  name, 
¥11.183.    See  Mecom,  Jaub. 

Franklin,  John,  notice  of  his  death, 
VIL  112. 

Franklin,  Josiah,  father  of  Benjamin, 
his  removal  to  New  England,  I.  7. 
Described,  11.  His  character,  12.  His 
monument,  13, 14. 

Frahiclin.  Pbter,  brother  of  Benja- 
min, his  death,  VII.  309. 

Franklin,  Samubl,  VII.  347. 

Franklin,  Sarah,  Franklin's  daughter, 
advice  to,  VII.  267.  Of  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Bache,  346     See  Bachb,  Sarah. 

Franklin.  Thomas,  uncle  of  Benja- 
min, his  character,  I.  5.  VII.  179. 

Franklin,  William,  account  of,  by 
liiR  father,  VII.  42.     Mr.  Strahan's 
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notice  of  him,  158.  His  interest  in 
Walpole's  Grant,  354.  Is  appointed 
Governor  of  New  Jersey,  242.  Hie 
relation*  with  his  father,  X.  121. 
Franklin,  William  Tbhplk,  his  ao- 
count  of  the  origin  of  the  Principles  of 
Trade,  II.  383.  Scheme  for  remov- 
ing him  from  the  office  of  Franklin's 
private  secreUry,  VIII.  :i72,  374.  Re- 
commended by  Franklin  to  Congress, 

IX.  6.  Aflrain,  X.  49.  Mentioned,  86, 
88,  89.  Applies  himself  to  agrioul- 
ture,251,258,299. 

Franklin^  a  new  State  of  the  name  of, 

X.  260.  Its  name  and  condition,  X. 
266,290. 

Franklin,  town  of,  present  of  books 
by  Franklin  to  the,  X.  158,  182. 

Franklin  SUme,  account  of  the,  VI.  31. 
Description  of  the,  52.  •  Saving  of 
wood  by  the,  54.    Its  other  advantn- 

Sts,  55.      Difference  between  it  and 
e  Dutch  stove,  56.     Its  utility  in 

preventing  the  consumption  of  wood, 

59.    How  set  up,  60. 
Free  Shms  maka  Free  Goods,  equitaUe- 

ness  of  the  rule,  VIII.  458.    Assertsd 

by  several  of  the  European  oourts^ 

463,  466,  467.      Established  by  the 

Armed  Neutrality,  490. 
French  Army,  in  America,  suggestioB 

that  they  be  furnished  with  provisions 

there,  VIII.  521. 
French  Language,  its  universahty,  X. 

414. 
French  Peasant,  manuscript  of  a,  ia 

respect  to  treaties,  IX.  360. 
Frey,  Baron  de,  introduced  to  Wash- 
ington, VIH.  221. 
Fusion  of  metals  by  lightning,  reasons 

for  believing  that  it  is  cold,  V.  240. 

This  idea  rejected,  374.    Not  a  cold, 

VI.  257. 
Future  State,  remarks  in  regard  to  a. 

X. 149, 174. 

G. 

Gabrirl  or  Bourbon,  Prince,  acooont 
of  his  version  of  Sallust,  VIII.  167. 

Gaok,  Thomas,  General,  bis  oondooC 
towards  the  citixens  of  Boston,  II.  502. 
His  protection  of  the  Indians,  I V.  77. 
His  letters  referred  to,  on  the  subject 
of  colonisation,  361.  His  proceedings 
as  Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  17?^, 
VIII.  133.  His  conduct  after  the  aflUr 
at  Lexington,  153.  His  perfidy  V^ 
wards  the  people  of  Boston,  156. 

Gain,  definition  of,  in  its  relation  to 
trade,  11.  388. 

Gallatin,  Albkrt,  introduced  te 
Franklin,  VIII.  454. 

Gallowat,  Josrph,   piefiMe   to   the 
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■peech  of,  on  the  subject  of  a  petition 
to  the  King  fur  changing  the  proprie- 
tary government  of  Pennsylvania  in- 
to a  royul  one.  (.'ircumstances  under 
which  it  wns  written,  IV.  101.  Biog- 
raphical notice  of,  VII.  27t).  His  re- 
marks relative  to  a  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  tU)2.  His 
commendation  of  Franklin  for  his 
agency  in  procuring  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  VII.  31H.  Franklin's  con- 
fidence in  his  good  wishes,  VIII.  102. 
His  plan  of  a  union  of  the  colonies 
with  Great  Britain  transmitted  to  Kng- 
Und,  144.  Its  objectionable  charac- 
ter, 14;").  Loss  ot  Franklin's  papers 
lef\  in  charge  of,  IX.  7*J.  Same  sub- 
ject, X.  itw! 

G AM BiEK.  Commodore,  his  discreet  con- 
duct in  AuM'rica,  VII.  547. 

Gardoqui,  appointed  minister  from 
Spain  to  the  United  Slates,  X.  140. 
His  disposition,  141. 

Gmctlkindj  benefit  of  the  law  of,  X.  205. 

Gebflin,  Antoine  Cour  de,  notice 
of,  IX.  27. 

Okhlis,  Madame  de,  her  writings  men- 
tioned, IX.  230. 

Gtntlematis  Magazintj  its  notice  of 
Franklins  Examination,  VII.  328. 

Geometry,  utility  of,  11.  07. 

George  the  Third,  his  political  stud- 
ies, VIII.  283.     See   King  of  Great 
Britain  and  Great  Britain. 
Georgia^    account    of     parliamentary 

SrsnU  for,  IV .  369.  Her  accession  to 
le  confederacy,  V.  b5.  Franklin  ap- 
Eointed  agent  of,  410.  Address  of 
er  Asinenibly  to  the  Kin^,  quoted, 
425.     Of  land  clninis  in,  52<>. 

O^RAKi).  introduced  to  R.  Peters,  VIII. 
221.  His  appointment  as  minister  of 
France  to  the  United  States,  257. 

Germ  A  IK,  G  forge,  I^rd,  his  hostility 
to  the  colonics,  Vlir.  171.  Approves 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  bill,  245. 

Germans,  their  character  and  habits  in 
IVnnsylvnnia,  VU.  71.  Their  rapid 
rmitrration  to  this  country,  72. 

German  Stori.  account  of  the,  VI.  44. 

Cermanij,  cummercial  jealousy  of  the 
SUtes  of,  IV.  2!K  Franklin's  sugges- 
tion of  making  a  tour  in,  VII.  320. 
His  visit  to,  '^S'^.  Conduct  of  princes 
of.  in  sending  troops  to  America,  con- 
demned, VIII.  215.  Character  of  the 
Emperor  of,  X.  I(i5. 

Gii.LON,  Commodore,  commissioned  to 

f>rocure  ships  of  war  for  South  Caro- 
ina,  VIII.  2K7.  His  difficulty  with 
William  Jackson,  fX.  54. 
Ginseng,  American,  referred  to,  VII.  15. 
G/jiM,  its  electrical  qualities,  V.  200. 
The  force  of  the  Leyden  bottle  con- 


sists in  the,  201.  Great  qaantity  of 
electric  fire  in,  208.  Accuuiulatioa 
of  the  electric  fire  proved  to  be  in 
the,  223.  Impossibility  of  forcinff  the 
electric  fluid  through,  242.  The  lioid 
strongly  attracted  oy,  244.  Reasons 
of  the  electrical  quality  of,  245.  Dif- 
ference between  non-electrici  and, 
250.  Diflerence  between  the  electrie- 
itv  of  a  globe  of,  charged,  and  a  globe 
of  sulphur,  273.  Probable  cause  of 
the  difference,  275.  Reasons  for  sup- 
posing that  the  globe  of,  charges  posi- 
tively, 280.  Difference  in  the  quali- 
ties of,  346.  Of  the  pores  of,  349. 
Its  impermeability,  35(i.  Experiments 
on,  3(>7.  Description  of  a  singular 
tube  of,  424.  On  choosing,  for  the 
Leyden  experiment,  453.  Its  quali- 
ties, 454.  And  solvents,  454.  Wheth- 
er there  may  not  be  some  which  ccm- 
ducts  electricity,  4.')5.  On  the  break- 
ing of,  in  the  Leyden  experiment,  400. 
Perforation  of,  when  overcharged, 
474.  Respecting  its  density,  478. 
Glaucon,  Dialogue  between  Soerales 
and.  respecting  public  men,  II.  57. 
Gnadenhutten,  Franklin's  account  of 
his  military  operations  at,  I.  199.  Hta 
situation    at,  VII.    105.      March  of 

troops  to,  106.     Fort  built  at,  1(17. 

Number  and  position  of  the  troops  al^ 

100. 
God,  Lecture  on  the  Providence  of, 

in  the  Government  of  the  World,  II. 

525.    His  goodness  shown,  5i26.    His 

power,  .527. 
GonFREY,  Thomas,  inventor   of  the 

qusdrant,  I.  81. 
GodgenHj  or  the  IVrerkerB^  extract  ftosi 

a  supposed  fnrce  of,  VI 11.  318. 
GooKiN.  Cii A RLRS.  succeeds  Fvans  ss 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  some  par^ 

ticulars  of  his  condurt,  III   1H5. 
GoKDoiv,   WiM.iAM,  his    remarks   on 

Galloway's  plan  of  union,  VIII.  145. 
GoMi,  Dialogue  between  Franklin  sad 

tlie,  II.  104.    Mode  of  reliering  the 

painof,  VIIL481. 

Government,  Fssays  on,  II.  278,  9BB. 

Fitness  of  popular,  279.  Roman  Tiewe 

of.  2H0;  282. 

Gavemors,  Franklin's  proposition  rela- 
tive to  the   appointment  of,  for  the 

colonies,  V.  2:V     Why  thev  should 

not  be  paid  by  the  crown,  A45. 
Grain,  of  bcmnties  on,  II.  403.     Fbliej 

of  France  in  regard  to  such  bonntieSy 

406. 
GRAno.  Sir  Gxorgk,  opens  a  letter  of 

M.  Dumas.  VIII  448. 
Gkasd,  F.,  misunderstanding  between 

the  American  commissioners  as  to  the 

mode  of  drawing  on,  VIII.  fn% 


Mo.  v.] 


GENERAL   INDEX. 


607 


Offpised  u  American  banker  at  Paris, 
IX,  68.  His  explanation  respecting 
the  miUion  of  francs  advanced  by 
Prance,  X.  271. 

Qrtmd  Council^  constituted  under  the 
plan  of  union  in  1754,  III.  39.  Its 
place  of  meeting,  41.  New  election 
and  proportion  of  its  members,  4'2. 
Of  its  meeting,  44.  And  continuance, 
and  compensation  of  members,  45. 
Its  power,  46.  Quorum  of,  how  con- 
•tituted,  52 

CfrasSf  cultivation  of,  in  meadows,  VI. 
83.     Method  of  sowing,  84. 

Oracel^  remedies  for  the,  VII.  14. 

Oravks,  declines  the  offer  of  being 

jrovernor  of  Pennsylvania,  VII.  171. 

wavUatUm,  some  remariis  on,  VI.  461. 

Cheat  BritaiiL,  compared  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  rerard  to  the  basis  of 
eredit,  II.  4*26.  Her  interest  consid- 
ered in  regard  to  the  acquisition  of 
Guadaloupe  and  to  her  colonies,  IV. 
1.  More  benefited  by  the  blood  and 
treasure  spent  in  the  American  wars, 
than  the  colonies,  17.  The  colonies, 
the  frontier  of  her  empire,  20.  Ben- 
efits resulting  to,  from  their  growth, 
fU.  Extent  of  her  trade  with  Penn- 
■ylvania,  30.    The  colonies  not  dan- 

feroos  in  their  nature  to,  and  why, 
1.  Importance  of  Guadaloupe  to, 
over-valued,  49.  Franklin's  letter 
concerning  the  probability  and  effect 
of  a  union  of  the  colonies  with,  15(!. 
Wan  in  the  colonies  not  carried  on 
at  her  expense  alone,  157.  Extent 
to  which  her  system  of  law  is  recog- 
nised in  the  colonies,  271 .  Taxation 
in,  300.  Rental  of  land  in,  301.  The 
colonies  not  settled  at  her  expense, 
V.  84.  On  the  benefit  of  a  consoli- 
dating union  between  the  colonies 
and,  VII.  334.  Their  independence 
predicted,  522.  Submission  of  the  col- 
onies rendered  impracticable  by  her 
treatment  of  them,  VIII.  22:).  Can 
make  no  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
without  including  France,  301.  Of  a 
trace  between  the  United  States  and, 
332.  Her  injustice  as  respects  the 
ezchanse  of  prisoners,  4t)5.  Scheme 
of  aiederal  union  between  the  United 
States  and,  508.  Causes  of  Jealousy 
between  France  and,  IX.  164.  Her 
poltey  to  separate  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  18!>.  Change  of  ministry 
iii,9U0,  202.  Proposes  to  France  to 
make  a  separate  treaty,  205.  Offers 
her  Canada  as  an  inducement  to  treat, 
210.  Separate  commissioners  appoint- 
ed by,  to  negotiate  treaties  of  peace, 
345.  Substance  of  the  preliminarv 
Mlielet  of  peace  between  France  and. 


442.  Articles  of  treaty  signed  be- 
tween France,  Spain,  and,  473.  Temia 
of  the  peace  not  approved  in,  489. 
Remarks  on  the  government  of,  X. 
67.  Political  disorders  in,  68.  Her 
desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope, 197.. 

Great  StateSy  one  advantage  of,  Vllf. 
431. 

Greeivk,  Cathkrirb,  her  marriafe, 
VII.  244. 

Greene,  Natbanael,  Cireneral,  hia 
military  services  in  South  Carolina, 
IX.  95. 

Gregory,  his  remarks  on  colds  quoted, 
VI.  31»3. 

GreTtada^  government  of,  as  erected  by 
royal  proclamation,  IV.  375. 

Grenvillk,  Georor,  his  proposal  to 
raise  a  revenue  in  America,  Vll.  339. 
His  extnivagunces  in  Parliament,  309. 
Anecdote  of,  372.  His  sentiments 
respecting  American  afinirs,  549. 

Grenville,  Thomas,  sent  by  Mr.  Fox 
to  Paris  respecting  the  negotiation  of 
a  treaty  of  peace,  IX.  2(>7.  Is  intro- 
duced by  him  to  Franklin,  271.  His 
conversation  with  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  273  Declares  himself  com- 
missioned to  treat  with  France  and  lier 
allies,  297.  His  commission  in  tprina 
applicable  to  France  only,  299.  Ex- 
plains the  character  of  his  commis- 
sion, 3()5.  Receives  authority  to  treat 
with  France  and  her  allies,  310.  Pro- 
fesses to  have  received  full  powers  to 
treat,  331.  By  whom  commissioned, 
336.  His  faith  doubted  by  Count  de 
Vergennes,  338. 

Grew,  Theophilus,  noticed,'  VII.  63. 

Griffith,  Hasnaii,  her  lines  on 
Franklin  quoted,  VII.  270. 

Groi«ovios,  his  remark  on  Franklin's 
account  of  the  Pennsylvania  fireplace, 
VI.  64. 

Guadaloupe,  interest  of  Great  Britain 
considered  in  regard  to  the  acquisition 
of,  IV.  1.  Importance  of  retaining,  23. 
Her  merits  to  Great  Britain,  over- 
valued, 49. 

Gulf  Sir  earn  y  its  effect  on  the  motion 
of  vessels,  VI.  4?<5.  How  generated 
486.  Its  temperature,  487.  Tablfs 
of  observations  of  the  tem|ierature  in 
crossing  the,  4!t8.     Chart  of  the,  504. 

Gunpowder,  mode  of  firing,  by  -the  elec- 
tric fluid,  V.  225. 


H. 


Hackney  Coaches  in  London,  mention- 
ed, Vn.  143. 

HuU  always  draws  down  the  electrical 
fire,   V.  337.    Suggestion  aa  to  tht 
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ori^n  of,  VI.  131.  Conjectures  re- 
specting, 455. 

Haldimand,  General,  his  account  of 
the  resolution  of  the  colonies  relative 
to  tea,  IV.  506. 

Halks,  Stephen,  his  suggestion  re- 
spectingr  ventilation,  VI.  3JU. 

Hall,  David,  becomes  Franklin's  part- 
ner in  businrss,  I.  IGl.     Account  of, 

VI.  30.     Again  referred  to,  VII.  29. 
Hallow  ELL,  coiniuiiuiinner,  ineffectual 

attempU  to  arrest,  Vtll.  \M. 

Hamilton,  Anukkw,  acts  as  deputy- 
governor  of  PennHylvania,  HI.  158. 

Ha  MILTON,  Jamks,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, his  nieifsage  to  the  Assembly 
relative  to  the  bill  restraining  the  une 
of  paper  in  the  northern  colonies.  III. 
213.  Negatives  a  bill  for  the  i^sue  of 
additional  paper,  217.  Message  of 
the  Assembly  to,  on  again  Hending 
up  the  currency  bill,  220.  Another 
message  to,  respecting  Indiami  affairH, 
229.  Accepts  the  currency  bill  wiih 
amendments,  231.  Which  are  n'jecled 
by  the  Assembly,  232.  Calls  on  the 
Assembly  for  a'levy  and  supplies  in 
consequence  of  the  French  war,  255. 
His  assent  requested  to  the  currency 
bill,  257.  His  message  relative  to  the 
paper-money  instructions,  259.  Bill 
of  the  Assembly  for  an  aid  to  the 
King  returned  by  him  with  amend- 
ments,  2b7.  Proceedings  of  the  As- 
sembly Uiercon,  268.  11  is  reply,  270. 
Paper- money  bill  rejected  by  him, 
2H).      His    appointment    alluded    to, 

VII.  34.  Difficulty  with,  in  regard 
to  the  taxation  of  the  estate  orthc 
Proprietors,  172. 

Hamilton,  SiK  William,  VI. 373.  His 
experiment  on  the  torpedo,  374. 

Hakbdry,  the  grant  to  him  and  others 
of  lands  on  the  Ohio,  IV.  336. 

Han oel,  some  deft*ctR  in  the  musical 
coinpoHJtions  of,  noticed,  VI.  270. 

Happiness^  in  what  consists  true,  H. 
70.  Verses  on,  addressed  to  Abb^  de 
la  Roche,  220. 

Harrison,  Bknjamin,  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, requests  Franklin  to  engage  an 
artist  for  a  statue  of  Washington,  X. 
116. 

Hartmann,  John  F.,  his  compliment 
to  Franklin.  VII.  :)26. 

Hartlf.t,  David,  his  exertions  in  fa- 
vor of  reconciliation  bet  worn  the  Uni- 
ted SUtes  and  Great  Biilain.  VIII. 
175.  His  efforts  to  relieve  American 
priHoners,  2^)4.  His  secret  mission 
with  propositions  fur  peace.  2t>7.  His 
eonvcTsation  with  Franklin  on  the 
subject,  2()H.  His  suggestion  as  to 
the  mode  of  procuring    peace,  301. 


His  proposal  of  a  trace  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  BriUin,  33tt; 
and  suggestion  of  a  plan  of  negoti»> 
tion,  336  Franklin's  comoient  on  hia 
plan,  34().  His  plan  for  aecaring 
theatres  from  fire,  IX.  112.  Hia  ac- 
count of  proceedings  for  promoting 
negotiations  for  peace,  118.  Hia  in- 
terview with  Loid  North  on  the  aab- 
jecl,  121.  Misapprehension  in  regard 
to  his  conciliatory  propoaitions  cor- 
rected by  Franklin,  149.  Hia  karttcimU 
laid  before  the  British  miniatrv,  216. 
flis  interview  with  Lord  Bbelbume, 
2i)4.  Before  whom  be  laya  prelim- 
inaries of  peace,  296.  Propoaea  to 
Franklin  a  commercial  convention, 
416.  His  Supplemental  Treaty  men- 
tioned, hKSo.  Suggeata  aome  aoppoaed 
defects  of  form  in  ratifying  tlie  treat/ 
of  peace,  X.  96.  Hia  objectiona  lefol- 
ed,i*7. 

Harvard  College,  preaent  of  Franklin 
to,  V.  363-  Respecting  a  tekaoope 
and  books  for,  VI.  905. 

Havana^  on  the  capture  of,  VII.  943. 

Hawlky,  Joseph,  VIII.  S». 

Health,  Franklin's  ralea  of,  II.  86. 

Heart,  on  the  motion  of  blood  in  tlie, 
VI.  6H.  DilaUtion  of  the  ventrielaa 
of  the,  70.  Heat  produced  bj  tka 
action  of  the,  1*8. 

Heat  produced  by  electricity  in  paaing 
through  substancea,  but  not  alwaya, 
and  why,  V.  374.  Ita  effect  in  ren- 
dering glass  permeable  bj  electricity, 
ScJl.  Evidence  that  it  is  produced  6y 
electricity,  3b9.  Ita  effect  upon  air, 
VI.  36.  Relative  to  conductora  ol, 
and  their  qualities, 206.  Imbibed  from 
the  sun's  rays  by  cloth  of  difierent 
colors,  ^57.  Remarks  on  condneton 
of,  VI.  43!1.  Sugg;eation  that  it  waa 
originslly  in  a  fluid  state,  447.  La- 
voiaier's  experimenta  on,  IX.  3E98,  9^ 

HeHge^y  Franklin's  inquiries  relative 
to  the  mode  of  plantinff,  VI.  111. 

Hrlvktids,  Madame,  dream  addreaaed 
to,  in  French,  II.  2U2.  The  asnw 
translated,  2(»4.  Petition  of  the  Cata 
to,  in  French,  206.  Translation  of 
the  same,  214.     Her  cata,  X.  317. 

Htmpy  fitness  of  the  anil  of  the  Ohio 
for  its  production,  IV.  350.  Amoani 
of,  imported,  351. 

Hemphill,  a  preacher,  controveray  n- 
specting,  I.  125. 

Hkhdrice,  tlie  Mohawk  chief,  hia 
speech  at  the  meeting  of  the  commia- 
sioners  of  the  colon iea  at  Albany, 
quoted,  III.  22. 

Hkivkt  thr  ScvKRTR,  hia  policy  in  le- 
gard  to  libel,  II.  287. 

Hereditarif,  ironical  aoggtation  to  NB- 
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dsr  offices  of  state,  X.  55.    Why  es- 

lites  should  not  be,  99. 
Hbmcmel,  William,  elected  a  mem- 
ber   of  the    American   Philosophical 

fioeietj,  VI.  509. 
Amsmow,  recommendation  of  Congress, 

that  papers  be  distributed  amonff  the, 

VIII.  Itto. 
Hbwson,  Mart,  X.  256.     See  Ste- 

TERSos,  Mary. 
Ubwsos,   WiLLiABf,  brief  notice    of, 

VII.  151.  Franklin's  remarks  on  his 
proposal  of  msrria^  to  Miss  Steven- 
eon,  471.     His  death  and  character, 

VIII.  131. 

High   Church  Factor^  anecdote   of  a, 

jri7o. 

HiLLSBORouoH,  Lord,  bis  conduct  re- 
lative to  Walpole's  grant,  IV.  302. 
His  view  in  regard  to  inland  colonies 
in  America,  315  Evidence  of  his 
views  afforded  by  his  conduct,  358. 
Brief  account  of  his  administration, 
528.  His  plan  for  dissolving  the 
American  parliaments,  530.  His  char- 
Bcter,  VII.  378.  His  conversations 
with  Franklin,  on  the  subject  of  paper 
monejir,  381.  His  plan  fur  defence  in 
America,  390.  His  opinion  of  the 
Parmer's  Letters,  391.  Restored  to 
office,  411.  Objects  to  Franklin's  ap- 
pointment as  agent  for  Massachusetts, 
603.  His  character,  506.  His  inter- 
view with  Franklin  on  the  subject  of 
that  appointment,  507.  Character  of 
his  measures,  529.  His  meeting  with 
Franklin  in  Ireland  and  courtesy  to 
him,  556,  564,  565.  His  removal, 
VIII.  I(».  Refuses  to  receive  Frank- 
lin, 13.  His  removal  again  mention- 
ed, 18.     Anecdote  of,  7o. 

Wmts  for  a  Reply  to  the  Protests  of 
ttrtatn  Members  of  the  House  of  Lords 
•gainst  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act, 

Wuiorical  Revieios  of  the  Constitution 
and  Government  of  Pennsylvama,  cir- 
oamstances  under  which  it  was  writ- 
ten, HI.  ]0(>.  Introduction  to  the, 
112.  Details  respecting  the  author- 
ship, VII.  208. 

HoDosoiT,  William,  VIII.  415.  Rec- 
ommended as  consul  in  London,  X. 
^. 

HoLDBRRRSSB,  Lord,  his  letter  to  the 
fovernor  of  Pennsylvania,  III.  'JJb\. 

Holland,  benefits  and  disadvantages  of 
the  iron  stoves  used  in,  VI.  43.  Frank- 
lin's tour  in,  VII  22«».  Loan  of  the 
United  States  in,  guarantied  by  the 
King  of  France.  VIII.  3r>5.  Her  rela- 
tions with  Rncrland,  m).  Of  a  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and,  452. 
•fier   hoelilo    demonstrations   against 


England,  464.  Of  American  affairs  in, 
519, 5*i*2.  Difficuliy  of  procuring  a  loan 
in,  IX.  19.  Franklin  stops  the  pay- 
ment of  money  in,  48,  49.  Little  aid 
to  be  expected  from,  69.  Impolicy 
of  the  large  purchases  made  in,  loS. 
Of  the  loan  in,  147.  Movement  in, 
favorable  to  the  United  Sutes,  188, 
202.  Cessation  of  arms  offered  by 
Great  Britain  to,  206.  Her  disposi- 
tion towards  the  United  States,  233. 
Difficulty  respecting  a  loan  in,  261. 
Russian  mediation  offered  to,  317. 
Declined,  331. 

HoLLis,  Thomas,  his  memoirs  asd 
chvacter,  X.  21. 

Homer,  his  Odyssey  quoted,  relative 
to  the  duty  of  hospitality,  IV.  63; 
and  treatment  of  a  captive  enemy, 
64. 

Honesty,  importance  of,  VII.  143. 

Honors,  of  ascending  and  descending, 
X.59. 

Hope,  remarks  on,  VU.  184. 

HopKiifs,  Grovemor,  his  report  on  the 
population  of  Rhode  Island,  IV.  38. 

HoPKiNsoK,  Francis,  his  new  game 
of  cards  mentioned,  IX.  505. 

HoPKiNsoN,  Thomas,  his  discovery  of 
the  power  of  points  to  throw  off  the 
electrical  fires,  V.  182.  Sketch  of  his 
life,  VI.  87. 

Hordiio,  Dialogue  between  Philocles 
and,  concerning  Virtue  and  Pleasure, 
II.  46.  Second  Dialogue  on  the  same 
subject,  51 . 

Horse,  value  of  the,  in  agricnlture, 
V11.434 

Horse-race f  electrical,  how  contrived, 
V.  371. 

HosACK.  David,  his  memoir  of  Hugh 
Williamson  quoted,  relative  to  Hutch- 
inson's Letters,  IV.  441. 

Hospital,  Pennsylvania,  Franklin's 
agency  in  founding, 'I.  1(>4-167. 

Hospitals,  imperfect  ventilation  of,  VL 
315.  Mention  of  several,  316.  Par- 
ticulars relative  to  the  ventilation  of 
one  in  the  island  of  Minorca,  317. 
Some  remarks  relative  to,  386.  Penn- 
sylvania referred  to.  VII.  314.  For 
foundlings,  X.  148,  174. 

HouDETOT,  Countess  d',  her  fite  in 
honor  of  Franklin,  IX.  22. 

Horoox,  his  statue  of  Washington,  X. 
117.     Introduced  fo  Washington,  218. 

House  of  Commons,  extracts  from  the 
journals  of  the,  relative  to  Franklin's 
examination.  IV.  161.  Their  resolve 
for  a  grant  to  ihe  colonists,  468.  And 
for  the  imposition  of  duties,  469.  (Con- 
ciliatory bills  rejected  bv  the,  in  1780, 
VIII.  480.  CerUin  resolutions  of  the, 
alluded  to,  IX.  170.    Their  address  to 
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the  King  against  continuing  the  war, 

House  tf  LitrdSf  their  address  to  the 
Kiii^  on  tlie  subject  of  proceedings 
in  Boston,  IV.  4e:t. 

Houses f  importance  of  their  situation, 
as  affecting  health,  VI.  Mi).  On  cov- 
ering them  with  copper,  I^K  And 
■ecuring  them  from  fire,  332.  Ad- 
Tantaireous  construction  of  the  French, 
in  this  respect,  33^).  Description  of 
the  mode  of  covering  them  with  cop> 
per,  XU. 

IIowK.  Lord,  hiH  interview  with  Frank- 
lin, V.  2i).  Their  conferences  relative 
to  an  adjufltment  of  the  controvert  be- 
tween Oreat  Britain  and  tiie  colonies, 
30.  His  suggestion  of  a  reward  for 
Franklin,  3/.  Objects  to  Franklin's 
terms  of  compromise,  42.  Further 
■uggestion  of  reward,  (iti.  Signifies 
Lord  Hyde's  obiections  to  an  inter- 
view with  Franklin,  09.  Breaks  off 
the  negotiation  as  fruitless,  77.  Is 
appointed  commissioner  to  effect  a 
reconciliation  with  the  colonies,  97. 
Declines  to  acknowledge  tlie  Ameri- 
ean  Congress,  104.  Intended  inter- 
view of  Franklin,  Adams,  and  Rut- 
ledge  with,  mentioned,  VIII.  Ib7. 

HowK,  Mrs.,  Franklin's  ^nc  of  chess 
with,  introducing  political  negotia- 
tions, V.  d. 

HowR,  Sir  William,  General,  is  ap- 
point«>d  a  British  commissioner  to  ef- 
fect a  reconciliation  with  the  colonies, 
V.  IK). 

Hums.,  David,  his  compliment  to 
Franklin,  VI.  244.  His  essay  on  the 
JmIousij  of  Commence  noticed,  VII. 
210.  Complains  of  the  prejudice 
against  his  writings,  VHI.  (). 

Hi  MPiiRKYs,  David,  one  of  his  poems 
translated  by  Marquis  de  Chastelluz, 
X.  ii(53. 

HuNTKR,  Colonel,  alluded  to,  VII.  IH). 

Husbamtnj,  nome  remarks  on,  VI.  113. 

HuTciiiNS,  Thomas,  his  memorial,  de- 
tailing his  sufferings  as  a  prisoner  in 
Engrlund,  VIII.  43t).    His  services,  4:{H. 

llt7TiHi.N90N,  Thomas,  Governor,  his 
remarks  n^lative  to  the  correspondence 
of  Franklin  with  Governor  Shirley, 
III.  r)7.  His  comment  on  one  of  the 
letters,  (»7.  His  agency  in  effecting 
the  abolition  of  the  paper  currency 
of  Massachuselts,  IV.  I7H.  His  com- 
ment on  the  report  of  the  Boston  com- 
mittee in  1772,  3SI.  Pftition  to  the 
Kinor  for  his  removal.  430.  His  His- 
tory quoted,  444.  Hen  ring  lH»foro  the 
Privy  Council  of  the  petition  for  his 
removal,  447.  Obtains  a  copy  of  one 
of  Franklin's  letters  and  forwards  it 


to  England,  450.  Convenes  the  As- 
sembly of  Massaehosetts  at  Cam- 
bridge, 488.  Challen^  that  body 
to  a  controversv,  relative  to  the  to- 
prenie  power  of  rarliament,  495.  Fur- 
ther account  of  proceedings  relatiie 
to  the  letters,  504.  His  conduct  ■■ 
governor  in  \m,  VHI.  37.  Hm 
speech  to  the  Assemblv  of  Massaehii* 
setu  and  its  effect,  43.  Proceedinn 
of  the  Assembly  on  reeeiviaf  tbe 
letters,  50.  Petition  to  the  King  for 
his  removal,  53.  His  letters,  7S.  On 
the  printingof  them, 80,81.  Pmcecd- 
ings  of  the  Privy  Council  in  refeienee 
to  his  removal,  103. 

Hutchinson's  Letters,  tccoant  of  the 
manner  in  which  tbej  were  obtained 
and  sent  to  Massachusetts,  and  of  the 

froceedinga  respecting  ihem,  I.  366ii 
V.  405-455. 

HuTTON,  James,  account  of,  VIII.  930. 
His  efforts  to  bring  about  petoe,  SSS, 
23(5. 

HroE,  Lord.  Franklin's  propoations  for 
a  compromise  with  Great  Sritain,  sab* 
mitied  to,  V.  88.  His  opinion  of  the 
propositions,  28.  Objects  to  an  intn* 
view  with  Franklin,  as  useless,  60. 
Converses  with  Franklin  relative  to  a 
compromise,  74. 

Hydrometer,  suggestion  of  a,  to  saeer* 
tain  the  different  degrees  of  bumiditv 
of  the  sir  of  different  countries,  VL 
427.  To  be  made  of  mahoganv,  499L 
View  of  a,  constructed  by  l9sinW| 
449.  M.  de  Lues,  460.  Want  of  a 
good,  VIL  52. 


Jeelandt  economy  of  fuel,  in,  VI.  599. 

Jmpressnunt  of  Seamem^  Judge  Foster's 
argument  in  favor  of,  examined,  II. 
33i. 

JneonTrnienceSj  in  all  situations  in  lift. 
VliL4l!». 

Indtpendfneey  American,  I.  373,  380. 
Declaration  of,  406.  Admitted  as  tlie 
basis  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  IX.  967. 
To  be  acknowledged  before  commenc- 
ing to  treat,  3(K>.  Mr.  Jay's  view 
of  I  he  proper  mode  of  scknowledgiof, 
377;  Dr.  Franklin's,  389.  Not  to  te 
admitted,  except  as  sn  srticle  in  a 
treaty,  403.  Mr.  Oswald's  instmo- 
tions  on  the  subject,  407. 

Indepevdmt  Chronicle,  hnnKimns  Sup- 
plement to  I  he  Boston,  V.  1S5. 

Indian  Com,  Observations  on,  II.  108. 

Indian  Goods,  Isw  of  New  Turk  to 
prevent  supplying  the  French  witk| 
VII  7!». 

Indian  Language,  remarks  upon,  IX.  9BL 
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Indian  Trade y  on  the  power  given  by 
the  plan  of  union  relalive  to,  III.  4b. 
Bill  respecting,  passed  by  the  AMem- 
bly  of  Pennsylvania,  431.  Not  ap- 
proved by  the  governor,  45G.  To  be 
regarded  solely  as  a  British  interest, 
iHll.  Reinarks  relative  to,  2()3.  Mode 
in  which  it  is  carried  on,  SAM.  Regu- 
lation of,  VII.  81. 

Indian  Vocabularies  desired  by  the  Em- 

Eress  of  Rusvia,  X.  2i6.  Procured 
y  Franklin,  *^K). 

tndians,  reinarkn  concerning  the  North 
Aiiiencan  and  their  mode  of  life,  II. 
45:$.  Their  indifference  to  learning, 
4.VI.  Mode  of  conducting  their  coun- 
cils, 4.V).  Their  courtesy  of  demean- 
or, illustrated  by  an  anecdote,  4d<). 
Their  hospiulity,  458.  Dangers  to 
be  appi^hended  from  the,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, 111.  8.  Conduct  of  thone  in 
the  French  interest,  IV.  7.  Their 
habiu  of  life,  12.  Remarks  on  the 
injustice  with  which  tliey  are  treated, 
62.  Their  honorable  feeling,  68. 
Their  condition  in  Pennsylvania,  75. 
Plsn  for  the  future  conduct  of  affairs 
with  the,  201.  True  policy  of  Great 
Britain  with  respect  to  the,  318.  Pro- 
ceedings relating  to  the  establishment 
of  a  ^)oundary  line  between  the  prov- 
inces and  the.  Ml.  DiHiculty  of  in- 
structing them  in  the  arts  of  life, 
VII.  b7.  Mode  of  supplying  the,  78. 
Conference  with  the,  at  Elaston,  \^. 
Massacre  of  the,  21U.  Of  the  bound- 
ary line  of  the,3!K).  Proposal  to  aban- 
don the  posts  in  the  country  of  the,  3U(5. 

Industry  more  beneficial  lo  trade  than 
m.nev,  1I.:V.>2. 

Infect  ion  y  loiijr  retention  of,  in  dead 
b()di'"*  atler  hurial.  VI.  i'Xi.  Various 
inMi<inc»'8  of  this,  A'M. 

Informntion  to  those,  who  would  remove 
to  .imrrica,  II.  4(17. 

l5(iKNHors/.,  Joiiv,  his  Queries  on 
Electnciiv,  an«l  Franklin's  Answers, 
V.  Ai\'2  'S.iih-  accuirit  of,  VI.  4(M*>. 
Franklin's  view  of  his  philosophical 
character,  A'V.K  His  exp«Tiinent  for 
burning  wire,  44'^.  Ilis  vindication 
of  pointfd  conijiictors  alluded  to,  Vlll. 
227.  If  is  i*x(>»ririients  mentioned,  :t<>. 
His  diHcoviTv  «»f  the  utility  of  leaves 
in  piirifvinij  the  air,  4H2.  Invited  by 
Fraiikhn  to  aecompaiiy  hiin  to  the 
Unit»d  Stales.  .\.  1()4.  Ills  commer- 
cial <lisa««ters,  'XV.\. 

tnJnnil  CfJonits  in  America,  true  poli- 
cy "f  <ire;it  Britain  in  regard  to,  IV. 
3i>7.  Lord  llillshoroiiirh  s  views  re- 
sjMTtinij,  ;U'».  Tiios*'  of  (vovernor 
Wri^rlil,  :U  '.  The:r  lendeney  to  in- 
crease cinigraliuii,  322. 


Inoadationy  of  the  deaths  in  Boston  bj. 

VI.  118;  and  in  Philadelphia,  190. 
Insects,  benefits  arising  fVom  the  study 

of,  VI.  223. 
Instruction  in    Colleges,  renuirks  on, 

VII.  44. 

Insurance  of  lottery  tickeU,  VII.  33. 

Interest  of  Great  Britain  considered, 
with  Regard  to  her  Colonies,  and  tks 
Jhquisition  of  Canada  and  Guadth 
loupe,  circumstances  under  which  it 
was  written,  IV    1. 

Interest,  rate  of,  how  affected  by  tlw 
scarcity  of  money,  II.  255. 

Introduction  to  the  Art  of  Thimlamg, 
l»rd  Karnes's,  VII.  231. 

Invention,  on  the  spirit  of,  V.  354. 

Ireland,  condition  of  the  poor  in,  VIL 
553.  Franklins  Toar  in,  554.  Of 
the  Parliament  of,  and  their  reception 
of  Franklin,  558,  5(^5.  Projected  on- 
ion of,  with  Great  Britain,  VIII.  M. 
Of  emigration  from,  to  America,  364. 
Whether  or  not  to  be  included  in  the 
ireaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, X.  21.     Of  manafactures  in,  I6t. 

Iron,  no  injurious  vapor  arises  from 
heated,  Desaguliers's  experiment  in 
proof  of  this,  VI.  57. 

I/.ARD,  Ralph,  noticed,  his  dissatislhe- 

'  Uon  with  Franklin,  VIII.  230.  Mr. 
Pringle's  interview  with  Franklin,  en 
the  subject,  2'>0.  His  complaint  of 
Franklin  relative  to  pecunurr  mtl* 
ters,  ISJS,  3G<J. 


jACKsoif,  Richard,  his  letter,  contain- 
ing remarks  on  Franklin's  Observn- 
tions  on  Population,  II.  321. 

Jace9o.<«,  William,  his  public  employ- 
ment,  IX.  47.  Acknowled^s  the 
judgment  of  Franklin,  in  sttpping 
the  payment  of  money  in  HoUano. 
His  controversy  with  Commodore  Gil- 
Ion,  54. 

Jack805i,  parodv  of  his  speech  in  favor 
of  Slavery,  ll.*:>17. 

Jarmiicoy  account  of  a  great  earthontke 
in,  VI.  11. 

jA%irs,  AsRL,  nrges  Franklin  to  write 
his  memoirs.  IX.  4T!K 

Jamk9  thk  Fir»t,  his  poliey  in  regaid 
to  libel,  II.  2tii). 

Jars,  Klrctrical,  on  the  mode  of  oost- 
ing.  V.2:»I».* 

Jat.  JoHK,appfHnted  minister  to  Spain, 
Vlll.  MUL).  His  testimonial  respeclinf 
Franklins  nuhlic  conduct,  I.\.  5,  4Sl 
Is  appointed  one  of  the  coinmimioDera 
for  negf>uaiing  oeace,  82  His  eon- 
verration  with  Mr.  Oswald  relative  to 
negotiating,  377.      Uis  view  of  tiM 
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proper  mode  of  acknowledging  inde- 
pendence, 377.  Answers  the  chiirge 
brought  against  Franklin,  respecting 
his  conduct  in  regard  to  the  fisheries, 
X.  ti.  Is  appointed  ^secretary  of  For- 
eign Aifaiis,  U)',i,  IGi). 
JxAifNUT,  the  actor,  mentioned,  VIII. 

JcBB,  JoHif,  hia  plan  of  m  federal  un- 
ion between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  VIII.  506. 

Jkfff.rsoiv,  Thomas,  is  appointed  a 
commissioner  tu  procure  an  alliance 
with  France,  but  declines,  VHl.  1*J0. 
Declines  the  appointment  as  a  com- 
missioner for  negotiating  peace,  IX. 
82.  Is  appointed  a  commissioner  to 
negotiate  treaties  of  commerce  in  Eu- 
rope, 102.     His  J\foUg  on  Virginia,  X. 

JcFFRiEs,  JoH!f,  his  sccouut  of  an  as- 
cent in  balloon,  alluded  to,  X.  243. 

jE!«r?i»,  SoAMK,  anecdote  of,  VII.  :^. 

JeiM,  Comparison  of  the  Conduct  of 
the  ancient,  with  that  of  the  Anti- 
federalists,  V.  156. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  bis  JH'oetica  and 
JEtkica  noticed,  his  character,  VI.  125. 
Notice  of,  VII.  47. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  his  treaty  with 
the  Six  Nations  laid  before  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania,  III.  471.  His 
■peech  to  the  Six  Nations  relative  to 
a  cession  of  land,  IV.  341.  His  death 
mentioned,  VIII.  131. 

Johnson,  VVilliam  S.,  his  account  of 
the  effect  of  the  Boston  non-importa- 
tion resolutions,  VII.  37(i.  His  allu- 
sion to  the  character  of  Lord  Hills- 
borough, 378.  His  account  of  the 
reci*|>tion  in  England,  of  the  news 
of  riots  in  Bf»st(m,  416;  and  of  tlie 
nejfli'ct  of  petitions  of  the  colonies, 
4:i!) ;  and  of  the  proceedings  of  Par- 
liainenl  on  the  revenue  act,  4(!(l. 

Jou>»ToNK,  Governor,  British  comrois- 
•ii»ner,  his  artstTtiori  in  rej^ard  to  Frank- 
lin denied,  VIII.  :U)2,  443. 

JoNKs.  John  Paii.,  supposed  letter 
from  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  to,  V.  131. 
Anecdote  nf,  13t>.  His  conduct  in 
regard  to  the  CounlOHs  of  Selkirk, 
V 11 1.  27*3.  Command  of  a  ship  pro- 
posed to,  by  Franklin.  274.  Instruc- 
tions to,  rettpecling  the  command  of 
a  frigate,  275.  F.X|)edition  proposed 
to,  by  Frankim,  \W.  Instructions  to, 
3:fi).  Plan  for  emplnyinir,  :C>1.  His 
aciivity  in  deHtroying  liiitish  com- 
merce, '.V.H).  AlluHion  to  his  action 
witli  the  Seraiiis.  'M\,  3!Hi.  His  con- 
duct on  tlie  Britisii  Cf»ast,  3!K),  402. 
His  quarrel  with  Captain  Landais, 
4Sfi.    itecommended  to  the  President 


of  Congrest,  465.    Hu  quarrel  with 
Landais,  4ff3,  464.     Aecooni  of  hii 
squadron,  IX.  7.    Leaves  the  serviee 
of  Russia,  X.  419. 
JoNKS,  Sir  William,  his  intended  ne> 

fotiation  with  Franklin,  ViH.  366. 
lis  plan  of  visiting  Americs,  367. 
His  Fragment  of  PolyhiuM,  fiven  tt 
length,  r>43.  His  apiKuntment  u  a 
judge  in  Bengal,  IX.  500. 

Journal  of  the  Jfegotiatumfor  Pmu  wlA 
Great  Britain^  Franklin's,  IX.  k3H. 

Judges,  on  a  proposition  relating  to 
the  independence  of,  in  the  eolonies, 
V.22. 

Junto f  a  club  established  bj  Franklin, 
its  members  described,  1. 61.  Is  ei- 
tended,  121).  Account  of  the,  II.  91 
Proposals  and  Queries  for  the  consid- 
eration of  tlie,  551.  Song  written  bj 
Franklin  for  the,  VII.  vS.  Concern- 
ing some  members  of  the,  I  BO.  Fur- 
tlier  allusion  to  the.  223.  Song  wriU 
ten  for  the,  by  Franklin,  SM.  Rcmaik 
relating  to  the,  301. 

K. 

Kalm,  Peter,  VI.  110.  Again,  YU. 
37.  His  effort  u>  prove  that  Ameiiea 
was  discovered  before  Colombai| 
VIII.  Gl). 

Kamks,  Lord,  his  Elewumit  rf  CnA' 
cism,  alluded  to,  VI.  2U3.  Notice 
of,  VII.  1H7.  Concerning  the  por- 
trait of  Penn  in  his  possession,  189. 
His  Principles  of  Equity  mentioned. 
1!I7.  His  IniroduetHm  to  tke  Jht  rf 
Thinking,  2M .  His  Elements  notioeiy 
241.  His  views  relating  to  a  conse- 
lidaltng  union  between  the  eotoniea 
and  Great  BriUin,  334. 

Kkimkr,  Thomas,  I.  35.  His 
tricities,  47.  Franklin  en^a^ 
business  with  him,  (8).  Their  srp 
tion,  7*^.  His  rivalry  of  Frsoklin,  ia 
the  publication  of  a  newspaper,  II. 
13. 

Keith,  Sir  William,  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  advises  Frsnklin  to  nt 
up  in  Philadelphia,  I.  3tf,  45.  Frank- 
lin, by  his  advice,  visits  £ngland«S8. 
His  wanton  deception  of  Frankliiu 
r>5.  Enters  upon  the  government  or 
Pennsylvania,  III.  167.  Hia  admin- 
istration, 188.  Dismisses  Logan  Irow 
the  office  of  Secretaij,  l<&.  iU- 
ceives  orders  from  England  to  ivin- 
state  him,  l!K).  His  controverav  with 
Lloyd,  Speaker  of  the  Aavmbly,  191. 
Retires  from  oflSce,  199. 

Kemprl,  his  automaton  cheaa-plaMri 
X.  23. 

Itiii^  of  Frmtee,    See  IVmics. 
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Km^  of  Ormt  Britain,  his  power  over 
naval  and  military  forces  throughout 
hia  dominions,  IV.  277.  Limitations 
of  his  power,  276.  Several  of  his 
domioions  not  subject  to  Parliament, 
99U.  Hia  rents  in  North  America, 
3B0.  He,  not  the  Parliament,  the 
bond  of  union  between  Britain  and 
the  colonies,  4(H.  Petition  to,  for  the 
teinoval  of  Hutchinson  and  Oliver, 
490.  Massachusetts  petition  to  the, 
VIII.  22.  Presented  to,  by  Lord 
Dartmouth,  47.  Massachusetts  peti- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  governors 
presented  to,  101).  His  reception  of 
the  petition  of  Congress,  X.  4:i3. 

KiRNERSLRV,  Bee.NKZKK,  communi- 
oaies  to  Franklin  a  discovery  of  the 
Tarious  kinds  of  electricity,  excited  by 
rubbing  glass  and  sulphur,  V.  177. 
Htfl  character  as  a  lecturer,  257.  No- 
tiee  of  his  electrical  experiments,  VI. 
856. 

Ktppis,  Andrew,  his  Life  of  Captain 
Cook  cited,  I.  456.  V.  122. 

JBfe,  Electrical,  Franklin's  experiment 
with  the,  V.  174  Other  similar  ex- 
perimenta  with  the,  2!)5.  Quantities 
of  lightning  brought  down  by  tliat  of 
M.  de  Romas,  43/. 

JDia6#,  value  of,  as  conductors,  com- 
pared with  points,  V.  393.  Their  in- 
nmority,  441. 

KoraousRi,  Count  de,  recommended 
to  Washington,  VIII.  220. 

L. 


Lakor,  the  true  meaaure  of  value,  II 
965.      Importance  of 
useful  purposes,  450. 


965.      Importance  of  applying  it  to 
"~      lU  uUfity,  X. 


Laboring  Puor^  superiority  of  the  c<m- 
dition  of  the  American,  to  that  of 
those  of  other  countries,  II.  :I07. 

imkrndor,  of  the  Moravian  mission  in, 
VHI  496. 

LaPArBTTE,  introduced  to  Franklin  by 
Dr.  Cooper,  VIII.  305.  His  uniting 
ia  an  expedition  with  Paul  Jones  siig- 
fetted.  337.  The  expedition  defeated, 
SSd.  Sword  presented  to,  by  Con- 
fress,  380.  Its  reception  acknowl- 
edged, 381.  His  return  to  the  United 
Btates,  429.  His  reception  in  Paris  in 
1782,  IX.  172.  Suggests  his  desire 
of  a  mission  to  London,  276  Inter- 
est taken  by  him  in  the  commercial 
relations  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  X.  46.  His  services  to  the 
United  States  in  Europe,  102.  His 
reception  in  America  in  1784,  135. 
His  account  of  a  tour  in  Germany, 
•17. 
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Lardais,  Captain,  his  misconduct  dor* 
ing  the  action  with  the  Serapis^  and 
proceedings  in  consequence,  VIU. 
3!I7.  His  quarrel  with  Commodore 
Jones,  425,  483,  484.  Hia  mutinoof 
conduct  and  insanity,  485. 

Landriani,  Professor,  his  work  on  the 
utility  of  electrical  conductors,  no- 
Uced,  V.  482. 

Lanfptagtt^  learned,  inexpediency  of 
instructing  children  generally  in  the, 
II.  15D.  Extent  to  which  they  shoald 
be  pursued,  VII.  46.  Defects  of  the 
usual  method  of  teaching,  X.  91. 

La  Rochk,  Abb^  de.  Poem  on  Hof^ 
piness  addressed  to,  II.  220. 

LArHRop,  John,  X.  347. 

Latouche,  Captain,  his  services  as 
commander  of  a  frigate  in  Ameriot. 
Vill.  456. 

Lauo,  Archbishop,  ineificacy  of  hia 
attempts  to  prevent  the  emigration 
of  the  Puritans,  IV.  462. 

Laurens,  Henry,  application  of  Frank* 

.  lin  to  Sir  Grey  Cooper  respectingi 
Vlll.  514.  His  treatment  as  a  prison- 
er in  the  Tower,  517, 522.  His  mie- 
aion,  527.  His  merit,  IX.  31.  Is  ap* 
pointed  a  commissioner  for  negotiating 
peace,  82.  Of  the  exchange  of  Bnr- 
goyne  for,  84.  Provision  tor  hia  le* 
Tief  in  the  Tower^  105,  115.  Mr. 
Burke's  opinion  of  him,  170.  Re* 
commends  Mr.  Oswald  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, 241.  His  conversation  with  Mr. 
Adams  respecting  the  views  of  the 
British  ministers  and  the  basis  of 
peace,  256.  Of  the  exchange  of  Lord 
Cornwallisfor,263,292,319.  Declines 
acting  aa  a  commissioner  for  negotiat- 
ing peace,  287. 

Laurehs,  John,  suggests  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Secretary  of  Legation  in 
France,  IX.  43. 

Lavoisier,  his  experimenti  respecting 
heat,  I X.  228, 235.  His  J^omeneiatun 
Ckifkimuy  X  362. 

Lead,  danger  of  using,  in  distilleries^ 
VI.  279.  Ita  effecta  on  the  human 
constitution,  564. 

Leather  J  suggestion  of  the  expediency 
of  using  a  globe  of,  for  electrical  ez- 
perimenta,  when  travelling,  V.  2^. 

Lecture  on  the  Providence  cf  God  in  the 
Government  of  the  World,  II.  525. 

Lke,  Arthur,  his  account  of  Frank- 
lin's demeanor  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, IV.  452.  His  hosUlity  to  Frank 
lin  shown  by  portions  or  his  corre* 
spondence,  VllI.  57.  Is  sppoinied  a 
commissioner  of  the  Uniteo  States  to 
procure  an  alliance  with  France,  190. 
His  reception  in  Spain,  205.  His 
conduct  in  regard  to  the  commission* 
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era'accountfl,  256.  His  complnint,  that 
be  was  not  informed  of  Gerard's  mis- 
■ion,  257.  Reason  of  ils  concealment 
from  him,  2tj0.  His  demand,  that  no 
order  should  be  drawn  on  tlie  Amer- 
ican banker  but  by  Uie  commissioners 
iointly,  272.  Of  advances  made  to, 
by  tlie  commissioners,  31  i).  Difficul- 
ties created  by,  respecting  supplies 
for  Virginia,  C&l.  Evidence  of  his 
hostility  to  Franklin,  444  Encour- 
ages Landais  to  resist  the  authority  of 
Jones,  485. 

Lkr,  t'HARLES,  General,  VIII.  1(>0. 

Lke,  William,  his  complaint  against 
Franklin,  VIII   35d. 

Left  Hand^  petition  of  the,  II.  184. 

Leg^  The  Handsome  and  Deformed,  II. 

ido. 

Legal  Tender,  inconvenience  in  the 
colonies  of  rendering  paper  money  a, 
and  remedy  attempted  by  Parliament, 

II.  :m. 

Legislature,  members  of  the,  how  to  be 
chosen,  under  tlie  plan  of  union.  III. 
40.  Inexpediency  of  dividing  the, 
into  two  branches,  V.  165. 

Lkmaire,  Captain,  his  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing supplies  for  Virginia  in  Europe, 
VIiI.321. 

LENTHAHif,  J.  G.,  his  deacription  of  a 
■tove,  VI.  544. 

L.S  Ror,  David,  VI.  463. 

Letter  concerning  the  Gratitude  ofAmer' 
tea,  and  the  Probability  and  Effects 
qf  a  Union  with  Great  Britain ;  and 
Concerning  the  Repeal  or  Suspension 
of  the  Stamp  JiU,  IV.  156. 

LeUerfiom  China,  II.  241. 

Lkttsom,  JohhCoakley,  VI.  307.  His 
Memoirs  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  X.  267. 

Levte,  The,  II.  164. 

Leximrton,  battle  of,  VIII.  15.3. 

Leyden  Bottle,  observations  on,  with  ex- 
periments proving  tiie  diffi.*rent  state 
of  its  rleclrical  surfaces,  V.  18i).  Man- 
ner in  which  those  states  are  com- 
bined and  balanced,  101.  Experi- 
ments with  tlie,  VJ2  Further  experi- 
ments, VXt.  Its  power  of  giving  a 
■hock  in  the  glass,  201.  Error  of 
NoUet's  statements  in  regasd  to  the, 
326.  Retains  its  electricity,  381.  Se- 
lection of  glass  for  the,  45:i.  M.  Vol- 
ta*s  experiment,  the  same  as  that  of 
the.  476. 

Libel,  punishment  of,  among  the  Ro- 
mans, IF.  286.  Policy  of  nmish  kings 
in  regsrd  to,  287.  Growing  severity 
of  Knglish  laws  against,  til)  the  time 
of  Charles  the  First,  288.  Sketch  of 
the  history  of  F.nglish  law  in  relation 
to,  2!H>.  Principle  of  the  civil  law  in 
regard  to,  301. 


Liberty,  its  spirit  beginniog  to  previil 
in  Europe,  X.  321. 
Ufe,  Essay  on  Uie  Waste  of,  11.  77. 
Light,  suggestions  respecting  the  phe- 
nomena of,  V.  285.  Reasona  for  b^ 
lieving  that  it  ia  distinct  from  matter, 
VI.  1 15.  Remark  on  Colden*8  theiMT 
of,  122. 

Lightning,  its  identity  with  electricily, 
V.  174  Most  dangerous  position  dur- 
ing, 220.  Vapors  mont  paaily  kindled 
by,  221.  Its  effecia  in  melting  and 
rending  bodies  explained,  224.  Sug- 
gestion of  tlie  utilitv  nf  points  in  pre- 
serving from,  236.  aimilaritj^  betweni 
its  effects  and  those  of  electricity ,  237. 
Its  power  of  fusing  metals,  238.  Ad* 
ditional  experiments  in  reference  to, 
253.  Its  effect  in  prodocing  the  ma» 
netic  virtue,  263.  Explanation  of  Im 
en  use  of  its  crooked  direction,  263. 
Its  remarkable  velocity,  21)7.  Ex- 
plained, 268.  Dutch  Church  at  hew 
York  struck  by,  277.  M  Dalibard** 
experiment,  showing  its  identity  with 
electricity,  288.  That  of  M.  de  Lor, 
2!t4.  Mr.  Canton's  experiment,  997. 
Mr.  Wilson's,  298.  Commonly  strikes 
from  the  earth  into  the  clouida,  306. 
Direction  of,  and  utilitv  of  rods  teg 
conducting  it.  311.  Paiticolara  ift 
which  the  electric  fluid  agrees  with, 
350.  lieaves  wood  to  pats  throogb 
metal,  :)58.  Produces  beat  in  itself 
and  other  bodies  by  rapid  motioOt 
374.  Its  effect  on  Mr.  Raven's  nod  io 
Charleston, 395.  And  on  Mr.  Maine't, 
3!H).  Probability  that  a  Inud  explo- 
sion accompanies  every  flash  of,  4IUL 
Method  of  securing  a  powder  maga- 
zine sgainst,  467.  Various  qualiticfl 
of,  414.  Best  position  for  securitj 
from,  418.  Quick  putrefaction  of  an- 
imals killed  by,  457.  Attempt  to  ex- 
plain its  effect  on  a  church  in  Cremo- 
na, 4<i7.  On  the  mode  of  secnriM 
houses  against,  VI.  241.  Effect  ni, 
377.  Cause  of  exploaaons  by,  Vll. 
237. 

Lincoln,  Brrjamiit,  Secretary  of  War, 
asks  information  of  FrankBn  on  mili- 
tary subjects,  IX.  413. 
LiivNAus,  his  mode  uf  preserving  ahip- 
liinber  from  insects,  Vl.  2^. 
Linseed  Oily  of  the  manufaetore  of,  ia 
the  colonies,  VI.  79. 
LisTKK,  his  view  of  the  cauaea  of  earth* 
quakes,  VI.  2 

LiTii,  his  obtrusive  application  to 
Franklin  answered,  V III.  209 
LiviKosTON,  Robert  R.,  is  appointed 
Secretary  of  Foreijgn  Affaire,  iX  85. 
Vindicates  the  claim  to  tlie  Baheriei^ 
135.    Urges  the  necesaiiy  of  furthar 
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aid  from  France,  IGl.  Franklin  ob- 
jects to  complying  with  his  request 
to  demand  further  aid  from  France, 
839.  Resigns  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  52:). 

LiTiifosToif,  P.  v.,  mentioned,  VIII. 
159. 

Lloto,  Datid,  his  controversy  with 
Governor  Keith,  III.  lUl. 

Lloto,  Thomas,  his  account  of  the 
state  of  things  at  Gnadenhutten,  VII. 
110.  And  of  Franklin's  conduct, 
Hi. 

LooAif ,  James,  I.  152.  As  Secretary  of 
the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
supported  by  the  governor  against  the 
Assembly,  III.  iS.  Is  dismissed  by 
Governor  Keith,  189.  Goes  to  Eng- 
land, and  returns  with  instructions  to 
the  governor  to  reinstate  him,  lUO. 
His  Tetter  on  the  proprietary  right  to 
govern  the  three  Delaware  Counties, 
573.  His  character,  VI.  1^.  His  ac- 
eoont  of  Franklin  in  1750,  100.  Be- 
ooroes  paralytic,  110.  Biograpliical 
■ketch  of,  VII.  24.  His  account  of 
Franklin,  38. 

Lifgograpkie  Printings  mentioned,  X. 

ry 

London,  air  of,  VII  163.  Riots  in,  at 
tiie  Middlesex  election,  400.  Same 
subject,  403.  Riots  there,  in  1780. 
Vm  472. 

London  Evening  Post^  quoted,  resjpect- 
Sna  the  power  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners to  treat  without  their  al- 
lies, IX.  322. 

LoR,  de,  his  experiment,  showing  the 
identity  of  electricity  and  lightning, 
V.  2l>4. 

Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  their  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of  VValpole's  Grant,  IV.  303. 
Franklin's  answer,  324.  Their  rep- 
resentation to  the  King  alluded  to, 
347.  Evidence  of  their  views  of  col- 
onization, afforded  by  their  proceed- 
ings, examined,  356. 

Lottery,  account  of  the,  for  the  defence 
of  the  Delaware,  VII.  2J).  On  the 
insurance  of  tickets  in  a,  32. 

LouDourr,  Earl  of,  Franklin's  inter- 
view with,  1  216.  Anecdotes  of,  217, 
218.  Is  appointed  commander-in-chief 
in  America,  III.  484.  His  course  in 
regard  to  Franklin's  accounts  for  sup- 
plies to  the  army,  VII.  95.  Conver- 
sation of  FrankUn  with,  relative  to 
the  enlistment  of  servants,  138. 

Louis  the  Fiftkenth,  his  compliment 
to  Franklin  for  his  philosophical  writ- 
ings, VI.  162. 

LovtSTHiSiXTiiifTB,  VII.  361.  See 
Pranee. 


Louisburgy  sums  voted  by  the  Assem* 
bly  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  expedition 
against.  III.  212. 

LovRLL,  James,  mentioned,  VIII.  228. 

LowifUEs,  Governor,  communicates 
to  Franklin  the  authority  of  South 
Carolina  to  procure  vessels  of  war, 
VIII.  287. 

Loyalists^  American,  impolicy  of  mak 
ing  provision  for,  in  a  treaty  of  peace, 
Ia.  130.  No  reason  why  the  Ameri- 
cans should  indemnify,  315;  nor  to 
be  expected,  381 .    Resolution  of  Con* 

S-ess  respecting  their  claims,  427. 
f  the  restoration  of  their  estates,  X. 
188.  Views  of  Franklin  on  the  sub- 
ject, 191.  Of  their  indemnification 
by  the  King,  324  ;  408. 

Luxury y  a  less  evil  than  is  commonly 
imagined,  II.  448.  In  the  United 
States,  X.  113. 

LuzEKNE,  Chevalier  de  la,  VIII.  369, 
377. 

Lyons,  compliment  of  the  Academy  of, 
acknowleoged  by  Franklin,  X.  211. 


M. 

Macclesfield,  Earl  of,  his  speech,  ss 
President  of  the  Royal  Societr,on  the 
presentation  of  a  medal  to  Franklin, 
V.49!). 

Madeira,  Franklin's  account  of  his  vis- 
it to,  VII.  291. 

Madrid,  election  of  Franklin  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Academy  of  History 
at,  X.  104,  116. 

Magalbaens,  or  Magellan,  Jorv 
H.,  VI.  380. 

Magical  Circle,  VI.  104. 

Magical  Picture,  construction  of  the, 

V.  203.  Its  power,  204.  Nollefs 
examination  of  the  experiment  of  the, 
refuted  by  Mr.  Colden,  320. 

.Magic  Squares,  construction  of  Frank- 
lin's, VI.  100.  His  square  of  eight, 
101. 

Magnetic  Keedle,  remarks  on  Chnrch- 
man's  theory  of  the  variation  of  the, 
V.571. 

Magnetism,  analngv  between  electrici- 
ty and,  V.  4.''iO.  The  apparent  produc- 
tion of,  by  electricity,  accidental,  451. 
Queries  and  conjectures  relating  to, 

VI.  574. 

Mahogany,  its  fitness  for  the  purpose  of 

an  hygrometer,  VI.  428. 
Mahomet,  anecdote  of,  IV.  65. 
MtiU,  eAlahlished  between  Philadelphia 

and  Winchester,  VII.  123. 
Maine,  William,  effect  of  lightning 

on  his  rod,  V.  31'C. 
Maize,  Franklin's  Observations  on,  II. 
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103.  Mode  of  its  preparaUon  for 
food,  104. 

Malesherbes,  his  occupations  in  re- 
tirement, VIII.  431. 

Mallkbois,  Count  de,  his  roemoriai 
mentioned,  respecting  the  employ- 
ment of  a  foreiffn  corps  in  the  United 
SUtes,  VIII.3U1. 

Manners,  their  influence  upon  popula- 
tion, II.  322.  Causes  which  obstruct 
that  influence,  323.  Effect  of  com- 
merce upon,  329. 

BlA.tsFiELD,  Lord,  his  opinion  of  the 
pretended  Edict  of  the  Kinff  of  Prus- 
sia, VIII.  90. 

Mantk,  Thubi as,  mentioned,  his  His- 
tory of  the  late  War  in  North  Ameri- 
ca, and  the  Islands  of  the  West  In- 
dies, VIII.  199. 

Manufactures,  remarks  on,  II.  3G6. 
Importance  of  household,  390.  Char- 
acter of  those  of  America,  474.  Prob- 
able effect  of  tlie  growth  of  the  colo- 
nies on  the  consumption  of  British,  IV. 
25.  Their  consumption  not  likely  to 
be  prevented  by  remoteness  from  the 
■ea,  2d.  How  to  be  paid  for  by  the 
colonists,  30.  Impossible  to  establish 
them  in  places  not  populous,  31.  Rea- 
sons of  this,  32.  Difficulty  of  extirpa- 
ting them,  where  they  exist,  33.  Of 
the  resources  of  the  colonists  for  es- 
tablishinflTy  175.  Desire  in  England 
to  prohibit  them  in  the  colonics,  V. 
17.  Extent  to  which  they  may  be 
carried  in  the  colonies,  VII,  337;  to 
which  they  are  carried,  393.    Their 

Fmgress  in  Massachusetts,  449.  In 
rrland,  X.  lOI. 

Manufacturing  Establishments,  un- 
wln>H»tM)iuenes8  of,  VI.  402.  Their 
pi^irtiicious  influence  upon  the  purity 
of  the  air,  X.  274. 

Marbois.  Barr£,  VIII  4.12.  His  com- 
mendation of  the  patriotic  efforts  of 
Mrs.  Bacho,  52:^.  Account  of  his  in- 
tercepted letter,  IX.  46:1.  533.  Con- 
mtulates  Franklin  on  his  return  to 
the  United  States,  X.  225. 

Mariner's  Compass ^  its  antiquity,  IX.  29. 

Marik  Antoinette,  VII.  iiliO. 

Maritime  .iffairs^  trouble  occasioned  by, 
to  Franklin,  VIII.  4.')9. 

Markiiam,  Wir.iiAM,  becomes  acting 
governor  (»f  PennMylvania,  III.  144, 

Marhj,  account  of  an  electrical  experi- 
ment at,  V.  28^. 

Marriages  more  frequent  in  America 
than  in  Europe,  II.  313.  Remarks  on 
early,  VII.  413.  General  remarks  on, 
IX.  478. 

Martkr,  Professor,  letters  of  introduc- 
tion requested  of  Franklin  for,  by  the 
Austrian  ambassador,  IX.  517. 


Mary,  Queen,  act  of,  respecting  libel, 
11.2^. 

Maryland^  evils  of  the  proprietary  gov- 
ernment of,  IV.  79.  or  the  ebarae 
that  she  refused  her  qaota  towarda  tfic 
common  defence,  177. 

Maseres,  Frakcis,  propoaee  the  ici- 
toiation  of  the  connseated  eatatea  to 
the  loyalisU,  X.  IH6. 

Maskei.vhk,  Nkvil,  aaoertaint  the  la^ 
cral  attraction  of  mountains,  VI.  371 
His  remarks  on  Churchman's  tlieoiy 
of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  571. 

Massacre  of  the  Canuiogo  hdimiM^ 
narrative  of  the  late,  IV.  54. 

MassaekuseUs,  newspapers  in,  I.  83. 
Proceedings  of  the  Assembly  of, 
against  the  publisher  of  the  Aeis  Emg' 
land  Courant,  24.  Liberlv  of  eo0- 
Bcience  in,  IV.  88.  Of  the  abolition  of 
the  paper  currency  in,  178.  Resolves 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of, 
relative  to  Hutchinson's  letters,  496. 
Their  address  to  the  King  on  the 
same  subject,  430.  Resolve  respect- 
ing the  right  to  grant  the  money  of 
the  Province,  46!l.  Resolve  lor  the 
convention  of  a  Congress,  471.  Pn^ 
ceedings  of  the  Assembly  of,  on  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  415;  and 
in  reference  to  the  revenue  act  of 
17()7,  476.  Their  views  relative  to 
the  power  of  Parliament,  477.  De- 
mand of  the  King  for  the  resdndiaf 
of  the  resolve  respecting  a  Congress, 
479.  Vindication,  by  Uie  House  of 
Representatives,  of  their  condoct  m 


this  respect,  480.     Meeting  of  a 

B  ihe  towns 
of,  485.    Their  petitions  to  the  King, 

r.to 


vention  of  deputies 


485.  Reply  of  the  Assembly  of. 
Governor  Hutchinson's  challenge  to 
a  controversy  on  the  power  of  Arlia- 
ment,  41»5.  Address  of  the  Assembly 
of,  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  4SW. 
Their  petition  to  the  King  in  1779; 
4W ;  and  in  177:1, 500.  Proceedings 
of  the  Council  of,  relative  to  the  appu* 
cation  for  protection  of  the  consignees 
of  tlie  tea,  5(t7.  Unauccessful  sppli- 
cation  oftbe  House  of  Represenlativcs 
to  the  King  for  the  removal  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  512.  Petition  of  (ho 
anrents  of,  for  the  appoinlroent  of  a 
commissioner  to  the  colonies  to  bring 
alMiut  a  permanent  union,  V.  fiS.  Da 
the  progress  of  nianuftctnres  in,  YU. 
449  Franklin  appointed  agent  fiir, 
489.  Her  political  relations  with 
Great  Britain,  490.  Attempt  to  vio- 
late her  chattered  rights  opposed  bf 
Franklin.  4<)4.  Hostility  in  Engtend 
towards,  ."tlK?.  Her  petition  to  the 
King  presented  by  Franklin  to  Loid 
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Dtrtmooth,  VIII.  22;  Lord  Dart- 
mouth  pretents  it  to  the  King,  47. 
Measam  adopted  in  reference  to  griev- 
ances bjr  the  towns  of,  37.  Petition  for 
the  removal  of  the  Governors,  52; 
presented  to  the  Kin^,  100.  Una- 
nimity of  the  people  m  favor  of  lib- 
ertj,  71.  Excitement  produced  in, 
by  the  proceedinffs  of  Parliament  in 
1774,  127.  Excitement  in,  in  1774, 
132.  Proposed  convention  of  dele- 
gates, 133.  Character  of  the  new 
eonstitotion  of,  IX.  36.  Impost  of 
fire  per  cent,  agreed  to  by,  X.  25. 
Jostincation  of  the  State  of  against 
eertain  censures  in  the  British  papers. 


a,  great,  Mr.  Collinson's  de- 
■cription  of  some  bones  of  the,  VI. 
976. 

Maikematies,  utility  of  the,  II.  66. 

Mather,  Corroir,  remembered  by 
Franklin,  VIII.  68.  Anecdotes  of,  X. 
63. 

Matbxr,  IifCRXASx,  Franklin's  recol- 
lection of,  VIII.  68. 

Matbkr.  Samuel,  his  argument,  to 
pfove  that  America  was  known  to 
the  ancients,  noticed,  VIII.  68. 

Jfiittsr,  allusion  to  Colden's  Thoughts 
on  the  various  species  of,  VI.  32.  On 
the  vis  inertuB  of,  87.  Suggestion  re- 
■pecting  the  cause  of  the  cohesion  of 
its  parUcles,  123. 

Mauduit,  Israel,  appears  for  Gover- 
nor Hutchinson  before  the  Privy 
Council,  on  the  hearing  of  the  peti- 
tion for  his  removal,  IV.  447.  Again 
mentioned,  VIII.  104. 

JKsypofe,  quarrel  respecting  a,  VII.  237. 

MAz£k9,  Abb^,  his  account  of  certain 
electrical  experiments,  V.  293. 

Mazzei,  Philip,  his  residence  in  this 
eountry  alluded  to,  VIII.  188. 

M'Herrt,  James,  mentioned,  X.  135. 

M*Leod,  Captain,  disen^ged  partial- 
lyfrom  his  parole  by  Tranklin,  IX. 

M*ViCKAR,  Professor,  his  account  of 
Dr.  Bard,  VI.  73. 

JUmuUnos,  on  the  cultivation  of  grass 
In,  VI.  83. 

JtfMrt,  of  the  mode  of  rendering  it  ten- 
der by  electricity,  V.  456. 

Mecom,  fiEHJAMiif,  VII.  10.  His  con- 
duct as  an  apprentice,  11.  Is  estab- 
lished as  a  printer  in  Antigua,  60. 
His  departure  from  Antigua,  117. 
Again  referred  to,  125. 

Mecom,  Jane,  her  domestic  misfor- 
tunes, VII.  514.  Franklin's  kindness 
to  her  shown  by  his  correspondence 
with  her,  X.  2m.  See  Frarsliit, 
Jame. 

VOL.  X 


Medalf  emMematie,  designed  by  Frank- 
lin, IX.  173.  Of  thoM  struck  in  hott- 
er of  Franklin,  608. 

Mediation  of  Austria  and  Russia  de- 
clined by  the  King  of  France,  IX.  3. 
Accepted  by  Congrress,  47.  Declined 
by  England,  89.  Of  Russia  ofiered 
to  Holland,  317.    Declined,  331. 

Melvill,  General,  X.  133. 

Merger,  W.,  his  description  of  a  wa- 
ter-spout at  Antigua,  VI.  143. 

MercMfUs,  notions  concerning  Trade 
and,  II.  418. 

Mercury  J  some  account  of  preparations 
made  for  observing  the  transit  of,  VI. 
159.  ^ 

Meredith,  Hugh,  becolnes  the  part- 
ner of  Franklin,  I.  77.  Their  separa- 
tion, 89. 

Mkbmbr,  his  pretended  cures  by  nuif- 
netism,  X.  7o. 

MetaUf  new  relation  between  water 
and,  V.  260.  Correction  of  the  mia- 
take  that  they  alone  are  conductors, 
283.  Power  of  the  explosion  of,  473. 
Melting  of,  by  lightning,  not  m  celd 
fusion,  VI.  257.  Fixed  air  obtained 
by  dissolving,  VIII.  172. 

Middlesex  Eiection,  riots  attending  the, 
VII.  400,  401. 

Militia,  in  what  lespeet  preferable  In 
regular  troops,  II.  494. 

MiBtia  Act  of  Pennsylvania,  drawn  bf 
Franklin,  alluded  to,  1. 197.  III.  78. 
Afirain,  VII.  99. 

Militia  Billf  remarks  on  a,  which  was 
rejected  by  the  Proprietor's  Deputy  or 
Governor  of  Pennsvlvania,  IV.  95. 

Ministers t  Foreign,  their  expenses  usu- 
ally charged  to  public  account,  IX.  44. 
Of  their  salaries,  X.  44. 

Mirabkau,  Count,  introduced  bj 
Franklin  to  Mr.  Vaughan,  X.  1118,^ 

Mississippi^  Mr.  Livingston's  vindica- 
tion or  the  justice  of  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  as  far  west  as  the,  IX. 
129. 

Mitchell,  JoHif,  his  tract  on  Yelkiw 
Fever,  mentioned,  VI.  72. 

Mitchell,  view  presented  by  his  ma^ 
of  the  right  of  the  Six  Nations  te 
country  on  the  Ohio,  IV.  231.  Hb 
State  of  Great  Britain  and  Ameriea 
quoted,  355.  His  map  alluded  to. 
VII.  87. 

Modesty,  its  importance  to  the  young, 
VII.  2. 

MoLEswoRTH,  Lord,  his  view  of  the 
utility  of  stoves  in  Denmark,  VI.  53. 

Money f  effect  of  the  scarcity  of,  on  the 
rate  of  interest,  II.  255.  And  OB 
trade  in  produce,  256.  On  the  im- 
migration of  laborers  and  mechanios, 
25b.    On  the  consumption  of  feieign 
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Hoodf,  259.  Its  utility  m  a  medium 
of  exchange,  ^265  lla  value  aa  buU 
lion,  270.  And  as  currency,  271. 
Advantagfe  of  rendering  it  plentiful, 
S75.  How  to  be  iaaued  under  the 
plan  of  union  in  1754,  III.  51. 

MoHTAGUE,  Elizabeth,  VII.  :135. 

MoifTBARRET,  interview  of  Franklin 
with,  reepectinir  military  luppliea. 
VIII.  410. 

MoifTKsqoiBu,  Preaident,  hii  view  of 
the  effect  of  the  severity  of  the  penal 
code,  II.  4U2. 

MoKTooLFiER,  mode  of  inflating  hii 
balloon,  VI.  453. 

MoNTGOMERT,  General,  monument  for, 

VIII.  277,  394.     Again   mentioned, 

IX.  3K>. 

MoNTGOMERT,  his  IrrcguUr  proceed- 
iaga  relative  to  a  treaty  with  Moroc- 
co, X.  34,  35,  39. 

Moore,  William,  proceedings  of  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  against, 
Vli.  174. 

MearSf  anecdote  illustrating  the  honor 
of  the,  IV.  67. 

Mond  Jll^e^,  described,  VIII.  20. 
Application  of,  419. 

JI#oni^0/CAeM,II.  187. 

Moral  SubjecUj  Essays  on,  II.  1 . 

Mormvkm  Indiant,  cruelty  on  the  fVon- 
tier  towards,  IX.  358. 

MoravioM  MiasionarUs^  passports  grant- 
ed by  Franklin,  for  vessels  of,  V.  122. 
Again,  VIII.  277,  406. 

Maratrians,  Franklin's  visit  to  the,  at 
Bethlehem,  1.  203. 

MoRKi.LF.T,  Abb^,  lines  on  drinking, 
addressed  to,  II.  222.  His  questions 
addressed  to  Franklin  respecting  mil- 
ilia,  and  the  answers,  494.  Some  of 
hin  writing  mentioned,  X.  800. 

MuKOA?(,  mtroduced  by  Franklin  to 
Lord  Karnes,  VII.  233. 

Moror.ro,  of  a  treaty  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and,  I  A.  530.  American 
relations  with,  X.  16,  31,  34,  35. 

Morris,  Godverneor,  introduced  by 
Franklin  to  Abb^  Blqiellet,  X.  3e3 

MoRHis,  Robert,  account  of  his  eiibrts 
to  restore  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  IX.  59.  Of  the  necessitv  of 
foreign  aid,  60.  His  account  of  the 
dispnuition  of  the  moneys  raised  in 
France,  66.  Effect  of  his  financial 
measures,  176.  His  remarks  reMp€H!t- 
ing  the  settlement  of  the  public  ac- 
counts, X.  143. 

Morris.  Robert  H.,  Governor  of 
Pennsvlvania,  Franklin's  conversation 
with,  t.  179.  His  first  speech  to  the 
Asaemblj,  III.  281.  His  message  re- 
lating to  French  encroachments,  285 
Refuses  his  assent  to  a  currency  bill, 


2!)] .  Denies  the  right  of  the  Assem- 
bly to  call  for  his  instructions,  308. 
Expostuiatory  meaaage  of,  385.  Re- 
fuses his  assent  to  a  paper  moaey  biO, 
334.  And  to  one  for  raiaing  noBSr 
on  the  credit  of  the  proviticei  33o. 
Requires  the  Avembly  to  ftmiafa 
Draddock  with  provisions,  367.  Hal 
refuses  to  communicate  to  then  Brad- 
dock's  letter,  361.  Rejects  the  moiey 
bills  sent  to  him,  365.  Convenes  IM 
Assembly  in  consequence  of  End- 
dock's  defeat,  366.  Retaru  their  bill 
for  a  supply,  with  amendinenls,  371. 
His  controversy  with  them  relative  to 
the  roads  opened  by  the  Province  6r 
the  King's  forces,  400.  His  messBgs 
respecting  his  varioua  topics  of  cod> 
troversy  with  the  AsaembJy,  440.  De- 
sires to  involve  the  Province  in  war 
with  the  Delawarea  and  ShawaneMi 
47 1 .  Comm unicatea  his  apprebensian 
of  an  atuck  from  the  Inaians,  ^. 
Continued  controversies  with  the  Ae* 
sembly,  4U3.  Is  superseded  1^  Gov- 
ernor Denny,  506.  Hn  nommiwiinn 
to  Franklin,  VII.  103. 

MoRVEAu,  his  suggestion  of  the  om 
of  inflammable  air  fas  inflating  bal* 
loons,  VI.  453. 

Moses,  conduct  of  the  Jews  tovaidi, 
V.  160. 

Motion  for  PrMer$,  in  the  eoBTenlisiL 
Franklin's,  V  153. 

Motive  with  which  benefito  ahoold  W 
conferred,  VII.  74. 

Moulin  Mi,  account  of  the,  VIII. 
473. 

Mountains,  their  effect  on  ocean  elooda, 

V.  215.    On  the  origin  of  springs  in, 

VI.  80.  Pniject  of  Hie  Rora!  Soeielf 
for  ascertaining  the  latenf  attraction 
of,  37:1 

Mtnro,  his  mode  of  preserving  water 

clear  and  sweet,  VI.  384. 
Mvse,  viHit  of  a,  VII.  344. 
Miuie,  Scotch,  obeervatioBe   on  the, 

VI.  263.    Defects  in  the  compneitiea 

of  modem.  2H9. 
Mvsketo  Hawks,  Sir  J,  Pringle'a  ex- 
periments on,  VI.  442. 
Mi'flscHENBROEK,  hiB   couinlinient  to 

Franklin.  VII.  18G. 
Mutual  FmmwemmU,  mlea  of  a  ebb 

establiphed  fbr,  II:  9. 
My   Plain    Country   JbMm,  FnnUiB'i 

song,  VII.  9S. 

N. 

Nairive,  Edwabd,  his  patent  ebetil- 
cal  machines,  snd  the  efi^  on  the 
eyes  of  animals  killed  bj  it.  V.  €19. 
His  hygrometer,  VI.  449. 
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Jfa$Uu,  fashions  in,  VIII.  197. 

Jfarrativt  of  the  late  Massacres  in  Lan- 
caster countyy  IV.  54 

Jfatwnal  Wealth,  II,  27Z.  See  Wealth 
of  Kations. 

Jntiund  History  of  America,  Franklin*8 
■offgestion  to  Bartram  to  write  a,  VII. 
€3S.  Dr.  Lettaom's  plan  for  the  in- 
▼estigation  of  the,  X.  2t)8. 

Hamgation,  obaervations  on  the  differ- 
ence ofi  in  ahoaJ  and  deep  water,  VI. 
9(3.  Eiperiment  illustrating  this, 
S84.  Suggestion  of  some  improve- 
ments in,  4t)3. 

Jfamgation  Acts,  views  of  the  colonists 
relative  to  the  British,  V.  15. 

.Nbavi,  Oliver,  Franklin's  remarks 
on  a  paper  by,  on  Sound,  VI.  2r>0. 

IVscKBR,  his  disposition  towards  the 
United  Stetes,  Vlll.  354.  His  Ad- 
ministration  des  Finances j  X.  197. 

JfeedUf  effect  of  lightning  on  the  mag- 
netic, explained,  V.  i^. 

Jfegotiations  for  a  Reconciliation  be- 
tween Qreat  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 
V.2. 

Jfegroes,  Address  to  the  Public  from 
ijSe  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promo- 
tinff  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the 
Rplief  of  free,  unlawfully  held  in  bon- 
dage, II.  515. 

Jfegro  School,  mention  of  a,  VII.  201. 

Nkmours,  Di7po!«t  db,  one  of  his  works 
commended,  X.  351. 

Nrofvillk,  John  de,  his  proposal  of 
a  loan,  VIII.  :)d6.    IX.  106. 

Jfeutral  Vessels,  rights  of,  Vltl.  458, 
46a,  466.  Supported  by  the  Armed 
Neutrality,  400. 

Jfewhvry,  effect  of  lightning  on  a 
church  in,  V.  357. 

Jfew  England,  causes  of  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  paper  currency  of,  II.  345. 
Edmund  Ilandolph's  account  of,  in 
1676,  VII.  551.  Townships  of,  ef- 
fect of  their  resolutions,  VIII.  84. 

JVSne  Engiand  Courant,  published  by 
James  Franklin,  I.  22  Proceedings 
of  the  Massachusetts  Assembly  against 
the  publisher,  24.  Is  disconUnued, 
28. 

Jfewfoundlandf  remarks  on  the  naviga- 
tion between  New  York  and,  VI.  497. 

Kno  Hampshire,  of  liberty  of  con- 
■cienoe  in,  IV.  88.  Of  disturbances 
between  Vermont  and,  IX.  162. 

AWff  Jersey,  inconveniences  arising 
from  the  proprietary  government  of, 
IV.  85.  Instructions  of  Queen  Anne 
relative  to  liberty  of  conscience  in,  86. 
Inflammability  of  the  surface  of  cer- 
tun  rivers  in,  VI.  415.  Franklin's 
appointment  and  instructions  as  agent 
Of,  VII.  460.   Certain  aeU  of,  objected 


to  in  England,  517.  Aoplication  of  a 
committee  to  Franklin  for  information, 

VIII.  126. 

Jfewspapers,  in  Massachusetts,  I.  23. 
How  they  should  be  conducted,  123. 
Humorous  account  of,  and  of  newe- 
writers,  VII.  280.     Of  the  abuse  of, 

IX.  461. 

Newton,  Sir  Isaac,  his  Optics  Quoted, 
relative  to  the  qualities  of  light,  VI. 
115. 

Kew  York,  of  the  formation  of  tbe 
colony  of,  V.  85. 

NiioN,  William,  IX.  73. 

NoCtica,  Dr.  Johnson's  cited,  VI.  125. 

NoGARKT,  Felix,  his  translation  of  the 
Latin  verse  applied  by  Turgot  to 
Franklin,  VIII.  537. 

NoLLCT,  Abbe,  improperly  represented 
in  Europe  as  havmg  ffrst  established 
the  identity  of  electricity  and  lij^hi- 
ning,  V.  176.  Colden's  examination 
of  hi:3  letters  on  electricity  addressed 
to  Franklin,  319.  Account  of  the 
publication  of  his  work,  320.  His 
objections  to  the  use  of  rods,  422. 
His  explanation  of  the  ground  of  his 
controversy  with  Franklin,  493.  Par- 
allel between  his  and  Franklin's  the- 
ories, 514.  Imperfect  construction  of 
his  electrical  machine,  VI.  343.  De- 
fects of  his  experiments,  VII.  61. 

Non- Conductors,  the  most  appropriate 
term  for  bodies  that  do  not  conduct 
the  electric  fluid,  V.  260.  What  sab- 
stances  are  the  best,  415. 

Jfon- Consumption  AgreemeiUs,  in  Amer- 
ica, their  origin,  Iv.  383. 

^Ton-Electrics,  V.  259. 

Kon- Importation  Associations,  their  ef- 
fect on  commerce,  VII.  441.  Expe- 
diency of  maintaining,  445  Manner 
in  which  their  plan  is  fulfilled,  486. 

NoRD,  Count  du,  visits  tlie  Acadeaij 
of  Sciences  in  Paris,  IX.  287.  Anec- 
dote relating  to  his  visit  to  Franklin, 
285. 

NoRRis,  Isaac,  declines  the  appoint- 
ment of  joint  commissioner  with 
Franklin  to  England,  VI.  130. 

North,  Lord,  his  motion  in  the  Hoiiae 
of  Lords  relative  to  accommodation 
with  these  colonies,  V.  71.  His  in- 
terview with  Franklin,  VII.  4(i7.  In 
favor  of  repealing  the  act  taxing  the 
colonies,  475.  His  idea  respectiruf 
manufactures  in  the  colonies,  VIII. 
34.  fleets  with  Franklin,  74.  Hb 
plan  of  conciliation,  147.  Remarks 
on  the  plan,  2:17.  His  conciliatory 
bill  condemned,  241.  Its  oassage  im 
the  House  of  Commons,  245.  Hie 
interview  with  Mr.  Hartley  on  the 
subject  of  negotiations  for  peace,  IX« 
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121.  Announces  the  projected  change 
of  niinistcy,  183.  Hit  coahtion  with 
Mr.  Fox,  4fK). 

Jfortheast  Storms^  suggeBtion  that  their 
course  is  opposed  tu  the  course  of  the 
wind,  VI.  8U.  Mode  of  ascertaining 
this  fact,  105.  Franklin's  suggestion 
as  tn  the  cause,  221. 

/forth meHy  Whoaton's  History  of  the, 
alludt'd  to,  respecting  their  discovery 
of  America,  if.  70.     Vlll.  «». 

Jfonrau,  seizure  of  American  prizes  in, 
Vlll.  4(17,  425.  M.  Bemstur^s  com- 
muiiiculion  on  the  subject,  433.  Same 
subject,  4()2.  IX.  511.  Complaint 
by  the  Danish  ambassador  of  outrages 
committed  by  American  cruisers  on 
the  coast  of,  IX.  157,  107,  171. 

Ifote  respecting  Trade  and  ManufaC' 
turM,  II.  'M'lG, 

Jfotes  on  rirgmiuy  Jefferson's,  X.  317. 

Jfotions  concerning  Trade  and  Mcr- 
ekanU,  II.  41b. 

JVooa  ScoUay  difficulty  of  finding  set- 
tlers fur,  IV.  354.  Amount  of  parlia- 
meniary  grant  for,  369. 


O. 

Oheervations  and  Suppoiitione  towards 

forming  a  new  Hypothesis  of  the  the- 
momena  of  Thunder gusts^  V\  211. 

Obsemitions  conreming  the  Increase  of 
Mankind  and  the  Peopling  of  CoUmies^ 
II.  311. 

(Htservatums  on  Bloody  mentioned, 
Vlli.  172. 

Observations  on  IVar^  II.  487. 

Obtrusive  JipplicationSf  remarks  on, 
VIII.  2(>9,  218, 224. 

Officers,  foreign,  their  obtrusive  appli- 
cations for  employment  in  America, 
VI II.  228. 

Ohio  Indians,  their  complaints  of  the 
whiti'8  VII.  77.  Treaty  with  tlie, 
where  made,  71). 

Ohio  Settiementj  origin  of  the  grant  for 
the,  IV.  302.  Report  of  the  Lords 
commiasioners  of  trade  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the,  :K)3.  Their  objections  to 
the  grant,  3f>4.  Franklin's  answer  to 
the  re|iort,  [^4.  Facility  of  transpor- 
Ution  to  the,  352. 

Oil,  of  the  evaporation  of,  VI.  129. 
Franklin's  account  of  his  first  obser- 
vation f>f  its  effect  on  the  surface  of 
water,  253.  Mr.  Farish  on  tlie  same 
subject,  355.  IMiny's  allusion  to  this 
property  of,  356.  iBxplanatinn  of  the 
effect.  :'$61.  Preservation  of  a  Dutch 
ship  by  pouring  it  into  the  sea,  'M>i. 

Oldjige,  on  the  habila  of,  VII.  132. 
On  tenderness  for,  133. 


Old  Testamenif  not  all  difinelj  in- 
spired. X.  134. 

Olkakius,  his  remark  on  the  power  of 
the  Russians  to  endure  heat  and  eoM, 
Vi.  59. 

Olivkr,  Andrew,  Lieotenant-Goyer- 
nor,  account  of  the  procarinff  of  hii 
letters  with  those  of  HutchiDna. 
IV.  405.  Address  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Maasachoaetts  to 
tlie  King  for  his  lemoval,  490.  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  relative  to  his 
conduct  as  secretary  of  the  provinoe, 
488.  Petition  for  his  removal,  VIII. 
53. 

Olivrr,  Peter,  his  aocount  of  the  di- 
vining rod,  II.  41. 

Onslow,  Arthur,  dedication  of  the 
Historical  Review  of  the  Conttitution 
and  Government  of  PeDnajlvania  lo, 
HI.  109. 

Orleans,  Duke  of,  his  chancier,  X. 
3rJl>. 

Orphan  Schoolhouse,  Hints  for  Gonad* 
eraiion  respecting  the,  in  Philadel- 
phia, II.  159. 

Oswald,  Richard,  introdoeed  t» 
Franklin  by  Lord  Shelborne,  IX.  SMa 
Recommended  by  Mr.  LaQrena,  941. 
Converses  with  Franklin,  243.  Who 
introduces  him  to  Count  de  Ve^ 
gennes,  243.  His  interview  with  thai 
minister,  245.  Suggests  the  sunen- 
der  of  Canada  by  Great  Britain,  8S1. 
Returns  to  Paris  to  adjust  the  prelim- 
inaries of  a  treaty,  2tk>.  His  want  of 
ezplicitness,  26d.  His  account  le 
Franklin  of  the  views  of  the  British 
ministry  in  regard  to  peace,  311.  Br 
whom  commissioned  to  treat,  33& 
Communicates  to  Lord  Shelbume  hn 
conversation  with  FrankUn  relative  lo 
negotiation,  353.  Receives  his  com- 
mission to  treat,  377.  His  instnic- 
tions  relative  to  the  concession  of 
American  Independence,  407.  Alter- 
ation in  his  commission  proposed  by 
Mr.  Jay,  407.    And  assented  to,  40& 


Paccard,  ascends  Mont  Blanc,  X.  979L 

Parket-boats,  failure  of  a  scheme  lor, 
VIII.  3(i9. 

Padua,  Franklin's  election  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences in.  IX.  197. 

Pa  1 5  E,  Thomas,  introduced  by  Frank- 
lin to  Richard  Bache,  VIII.  137.  Hk 
occupation  in  this  country,  138.  In- 
tn)duced  to  General  Lee,  174  Urfed 
by  Franklin,  not  to  publish  an  irre& 
gious  work,  X.  2B1.     Introdveod  to 
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the  Dake  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  291. 
Hii  journey  in  France,  310.  Model 
9i  abridge,  311. 

PALFREf,  William,  his  account  of 
Lord  Howe's  reception  of  a  letter  of 
Pranklin'8,  V.  102.  His  death,  IX.  3. 
jP«per,  lines  on,  ascribed  to  Franklin 
Without  apparent  authority,  II.  161. 
Chinese  mode  of  manufacturing,  VI. 
677. 

Paper  Currency,  character  of  Frank- 
lin's inquiry  into  the  nature  and  ne- 
eesnty  of  a,  II.  254.  What  classes 
are  interested  against  increasing,  261. 
What  classes  in  fayor  of,  262.  Effect 
of  a  large  addition  to  the,  uoon  its 
▼alue,  iSsS.  Character  of  a,  founded 
on  land,  268.  Of  the  issue  of,  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1739,  277.  Remarks 
and  facts  relative  to  this  American, 
d40.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  favor  of  restraining  the  issue  of, 
341.  Its  effects  on  the  prosperity  of 
Hew  England  and  Pennsylvania,  343. 
Causes  of  its  depreciation,  344.  Its 
advantages  in  some  respects  over  gold 
and  silver,  349.  Scheme  for  furnish- 
ing the  colonies  with  a,  not  a  le^al 
lender,  352.  Governor  PownalKs  plan 
for  giving  stability  to 'the,  354.  Of 
that  of  the  United  States,  421.  Its 
depreciation,  arising  from  excess,  422. 
Different  descriptions  of,  422.  First 
issue  of,  in  Pennsylvania.  III.  201. 
Its  effect,  202.  Measures  taken  to 
prevent  depreciation,  203.  Extract 
uom  Franklin's  vindication  of  the 
American,  VI.  3^.  Of  the  Pennsyl- 
▼anians,  368.  Account  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  relating  to  the,  429.  Re- 
marks on  the  American,  VII.  482. 
Queen  Anne*s  proclamation  for  pro- 
ducing unifbrmitv  in  it,  VIII.  115. 
Remarks  on,  116.  Its  depreciation, 
ZSQ.  Of  reducing  the  quantity,  368. 
Of  that  held  bv  foreigners,  477.  On 
the  American,  507.  its  depreciation, 
X.9. 
Par  of  Exchange^  remarks  on  the,  II. 
900. 

Parable,  against  Persecution,  account 
of  the,  Ii.  118.  Its  origin  not  vet 
traced,  121.  Again  mentioned,  VIII. 
404,  X.  400.  The  onl^  credit  claim- 
ed by  Franklin  in  relation  to  it,  401. 
Paradisi,  his  supposed  negotiation 
with  Franklin  in  concert  with  Sir  W. 
Jones,  VHI.  365.  Removes  to  the 
United  States,  X.  321. 
Paralysis,  effect  of  electricity  in  cases 
of,  V.  3&9. 

Parcio,  AiiToifiNo,  his  remark  on  the 
protection  against  sickness  afforded 
hj  warm  rooms,  VI.  41. 
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Paris,  visit  of  Franklin  to,  VII.  356. 
Use  of  rouge  in,  360. 

Parliament,  remarks  on  an  alleged 
change  of  opinion  in  Dr.  Franklin, 
relative  to  its  power  over  the  colonies, 
III.  67.  Views  of  the  colonists  relative 
to  that  poveer,  IV.  169.  Feeling  of  the 
colonists  towards,  170.  Of  its  power 
to  tax  in  America,  216.  Several  of 
the  Kind's  dominions  not  subject  to, 
*^].  On  the  representation  of  the 
colonies  in,  VII.  315.  Ill-judged  act 
of,  requiring  the  colonies  to  provide 
fur  soldiers,  330.  lis  legislative  pow- 
er over  the  colonies,  331.  On  Amer- 
ican representation  in,  370.  Of  its 
dissoluUou  in  1768,  397.  Act  of,  re- 
lating to  paper  money,  429.  Its  de- 
termination not  lo  repeal  this  duty 
act,  439.  Its  encroachment  on  tlie 
rights  of  the  colonies,  477.  Its  right 
to  tax  the  colonies  generally  given 
up,  501.  That  of  1772  does  litUe  in 
regard  to  America,  VIII.  7.  Its  rijght 
to  le^slate  for  the  colonies  denied, 
88.  Excitement  produced  by  acts  re- 
lative to  Massachusetts  and  Boston, 
127.  Debate  in,  on  peace  with  Amer- 
ica, 247.    Of  reform  in,  X.  79. 

Parsons,  William,  VII.  99.  His  death 
and  character,  181. 

Passports,  for  Moravian  vessels  and 
Captain  Cook,  granted  by  Franklin, 

Passy,  its  situation,  VHI.  209.  Frank- 
lin's mode  of  life  at,  315. 

Pays  de  Vaud,  respecting  the  mortality 
of  the,  VI.  314. 

Peace,  debate  in  Parliament  on,  between 
Great  BriUin  and  America,  VIII.  247. 
Not  to  be  concluded  without  an  ac- 
knowledgment of the  independence  of 
the  latter,  253.  Franklin  s  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  Hartley  and  Mr.  Chap- 
man, respecting  propositions  for,  2(d. 
To  be  obtained  only  on  fair  and  equal 
terms,  285.  Improbability  of,  2!)5.  How 
it  might  be  effected,  :)(K).  The  alliance 
between  France  and  the  United  States 
an  obstacle  to,  312.  Advantage  of 
obtaining  some  preliminaries  or,  333. 
Franklin  s  remarks  on  Hartley's  pro- 
positions for  a,  34.5.  Unfounded  ru- 
mor of,  403.  Mediation  of  Russia 
and  Austria  for,  declined  by  France, 
IX.  4.  Mediation  for,  again  mention- 
ed, 16.  Mediation  accepted  by  Con- 
gress, and  instructions  for  the  negotia- 
tion of,  communicated  to  Franklin, 
46,  47.  His  interview  with  Count  de 
Vergennes,  announcing  his  instruc- 
tions, 7().  Mr.  Adams  s  remarks  on 
the  commission  for  negotiating,  81. 
Mediation  for,  not  accepted  by  th« 
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British  cabinet,  89.  Mr.  Ilortley^s 
history  of  the  proceedings  for  promo- 
ting a  negotiation  for,  lid.  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston's suggestions  respecting  the 
general  ternu  of,  128.  Extent  to 
which  the  liiniU  of  the  United  States 
■liould  be  determined  in  a  treaty  of, 
V&i.  And  to  which  the  fisheries 
■hould  be  enjoyed  by  the  United 
Btstes,  l:i5.  Impolicv  of  malting  stip- 
uUiions  in  favor  uf  tlie  loyalists  in  a 
treaty  of,  131).  No  negotiations  to  be 
opened  by  the  American  couiiiiission- 
ers  witliout  the  concurrence  of  Fiance, 
141.  Messrs.  Franklin,  Adams,  Lau- 
lens,  and  Jay  autiiorized  by  a  special 
eominission  to  treat  of,  143.  Mr. 
Hartley's  explanation  of  his  proposi- 
tion for  a  separate  treaty,  that  it  was 
to  be  made  witli  the  consent  of  the 
allies  of  the  United  States,  14!).  His 
■upposed  cases  in  which  the  United 
States  mi^ht  treat  separati'ly,  151. 
That  the  first  step  towards  a,  must  be 
taken  by  Great  Britain,  1(>5.  Dispo- 
sition of  the  British  ministry  favor- 
able to,  KM.  Little  probability  that 
negotiations  will  be  soon  entered  on 
for,  177.  Mr.  Di^gea's  mission  in 
reference  to,  170.  Jwr.  Hartley's  in- 
quiry as  to  the  authority  of  the  Amer- 
ican commissioners  to  treat,  181.  De- 
aired  in  Enfi^Iand,  184.  Mr.  Diggcs's 
interview  with  Mr.  Adams,  180.  Ob- 
ject of  his  mission,  IHl.  Dilatory  con- 
duct of  (ireat  Britain  in  reference  to, 
193.  American  commissioners  ready 
to  treat,  11*5.  Reconciliation  more 
than,  V.)C).  Mr.  Forth's  mission  in 
reference  to,  2<)4.  Separate  treaty  for, 
proposkMl  to  France  by  Great  Britain, 
and  declined,  2()5.  Insincerity  of 
L'Kd  North's  ministry  in  their  pro- 
eeedinjyrs  ui  leference'to,  2()8.  Canada 
ofl'errd"  to  France,  to  induce  her  to 
treat  separately,  ^10.  Proper  mode 
of  wM'kinjT,  21 H.     Journal  of  the  ne- 

f)tiati(iri  for,  with  (ireat  Britain,  2lVS. 
ranklin's  letter  to  Lord  Shelburne, 
23!)  ;  who  sends  to  him  Mr.  Os- 
wald (c>  institute  proceedinfrs  for  a, 
24(1.  Lord  SSiieihurne's  ministry  so- 
licitous for,  242,  243.  Count  dc  Ver- 
gennes's  view  as  to  the  place  and 
mode  of  treating,  240.  rranklin's 
notes  for  conversation  with  Mr.  Os- 
wald respecting,  25().  Not  likely  to 
be  durable  without  reconciliation, 
253.  France  insists  on  a  general, 
not  a  particular,  255.  The  idea  of 
a  separate,  still  cherished  by  the 
British  ministry,  257,  258.  Mr.  Os- 
wald commissioned  to  settle  the  pre- 
liminaries  of  a  general,  2li5.     Mr. 


Grenville  alao  commiMioned  by  Mr. 
Fox,  21)7.  Mr.  Oswald^a  want  of  ex- 
plicitness,  21)1),  27U.  England  willing 
to  treat  for  a  g«*nera],  278.  Ceiaion 
required  of  France  as  a  condition  at 
acknowledgincr  American  Indepen- 
dence, 2r3.  Paris  agreed  on,  bu  the 
place  of  treating  for,  S77.  ReleaM 
of  American  prisonen  a  aiep  towards, 
283.  Mr.  Lieiurens  declines  actinjp 
under  the  commission  for,  287.  DiF 
ficulty  of  negotiating  a  popular,  290. 
Mr.  Hartley  s  interview  with  I  .on! 
Shelburne  on  the  subject  of,  294. 
Copy  of  tlte  preliminaries  lefl  bv  him 
with  Lord  Shelburne,  Se96.  Mr.  Gren- 
ville declares  himself  fully  commia- 
sioned  to  treat  for,  with  France  and 
her  allies,  297.  His  commiision  ap- 
plicable only  to  France,  2i)9.  Loid 
Shelburne's  distrust  of  the  profeisioiM 
of  the  French  cabinet  in  ftvor  o£ 
303.  Mr.  Grenville*!  explanation  of 
the  deficiency  in  his  comroiaaion,  SOS. 
His  view  as  to  the  resolution  it  Um 
American  commissioners  not  to  treat 
without  their  allies,  306, 310.  Neces- 
sary to  Great  Britain,  311.  Locd 
Shelburne's  declaration  of  his  ainoer- 
ity  in  regard*  to  ne^tiating  for,  313. 
Act  to  enable  the  Kmg  to  conclude  n, 
with  the  United  States,  314.  Thft 
American  commisaionera  not  author- 
ized to  make  stipulations  in  favor  of 
tlie  loyalists,  315.  Mediation  of  Rus- 
sia declined  by  Holland,  317.  Im- 
possibility of  the  United  States  treai- 
jng  separately  for,  323.  Mr.  Grenville 
declares  himself  fully  commissioned 
to  treat  with  France,  and  iny  other 
Prince  or  State,  331.  And  to  declare 
the  independence  of  America  previ- 
ous to  the  treaty  for,  332.  Count  de 
Vergeniies  satisfied  with  Mr.  Gren- 
ville^s  powers,  335.  Authoritv  and 
character  of  Mr.  Oswald  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  330.  Proirress  of  the  ne- 
gotiation for,  340.  Objection  to  Mr. 
Grenville's  commission,  345.  Of  the 
attempt  to  treat  for,  in  the  United 
States,  by  General  Carleton,  34t}.  Its 
dan^rer,  340.  Delay  in  the  openinf 
of  tiic  negotiation,  351.  P/ominent 
points  of  uie  treaty  for,  as  proposed 
and  insisted  on  by  FrankKn.  before 
any  communication  between  the  Brit- 
ish and  the  other  American  commis- 
sioners, 354.  Continued  delay  in 
opening  the  negotiation,  360.  No 
treaty  for,  to  be  made,  ccept  on  tlw 
basis  of  independence,  3ffi,  3G4.  Re- 
specting an  intended  reserve  In  the 
Srant  of  independence,  367.  Coont 
e  Vcrgennes's  doubt  of  the  sineqfiljf 
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of  the  British  ministry  in  proposing  & 
negotialion  of,  373.  Mr.  Oswald's 
oommissioQ  to  treat  for,  37C.  Mr. 
Jay's  view  as  to  tbeffrant  of  indepen- 
dence prior  to  a,  377 ;  and  in  regard 
to  the  claims  of  the  loyalists,  378. 
Delay  in  opening  the  negotiation  for, 
385.  FranKlin's  view  as  to  the  mode 
of  grantinflr  independence,  386.  Sin- 
cerity of  the  British  ministry  in  refer- 
ence to,  396.  Mr.  Oswald  instructed 
to  make  American  independence  the 
first  article  in  the  treaty  of,  402.  But 
not  to  cede  it  without  a  truce  or  trea- 
ty, 403.  The  fisheries  proposed  by 
Franklin  as  an  essential  article  in  a 
treaty  uf,  404.  Agreed,  that  indepen- 
dence shall  stand  as  an  article  of  trea- 
ty, 407.  Sincerity  of  both  parties  in 
desiring,  410.  Objectiotis  to  the  ne- 
gotiation for,  removed,  414.  Progress 
of  the  negotiation,  417.  Of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  right  to  the  fisher- 
ies should  be  conceded,  424.  Impos- 
•ibility  of  admitting  an  article  for  in- 
demnifying the  loyalists,  432.  Pre- 
liminary articles  of,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
tgreed  on,  435.  History  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, 439.  Prelimmary  articles 
of,  between  France  and  England, 
agreed  on,  442.  Of  the  treaty  of, 
with  Sweden,  443.  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes's  complaint,  that  the  prelimi- 
naries between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  were  signed  without 
communication  with  the  French  cab- 
inet, 449.  Not  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween England  and  America  without 
the  concurrence  of  France,  450. 
Count  de  Vergennes's  remarks  to 
M.  de  la  Luzerne  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, 452.  Progress  of  the  treaties 
with  other  powers,  455.  Elefusal  of 
the  French  court  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of,  till  the  American  commissioners 
were  satisfied,  458.  Not  yet  conclud- 
ed between  France  and  England,  4(52. 
Nor  between  England  and  the  United 
States,  463.  Proposed  article  in  the 
treaty  of,  relative  to  privateering,  469. 
Preliminaries  signed  between  France, 
Spain,  and  England,  473.  Terms  of 
the,  not  approved  in  England,  489. 
Franklin's  remarks  on  them,  499. 
Reason  of  the  delay  of  the  definitive 
treaties  of  513.  Preliminaries  of,  be- 
tween England  and  Holland  not  jret 
■igncd,  5&.  Dela^  of  the  negotia- 
tions, 528.  Frankhn's  justification  of 
the  signing  of  the  treaty  of,  without 
communicating  it  to  the  French  court, 
632.  Definitive  treaty  of,  ratified,  X. 
19,  37.    Treaty  of,  raUfied  by  Con- 


CSS,  56.  Remarks  on  it,  70.  Rati- 
ktions  exchanged,  87.  Of  alleged 
defects  of  form  in  the  ratification,  94, 
96,  97.    Of  the  raUfication,  100. 

PsMBERToif,  Israel,  his  account  of 
Franklin's  energy  in  promoting  Brad- 
dock's  expedition,  Vll.  96. 

Penkt,  agent  of  Virginia,  absconds,  IX. 
448. 

Pkmr,  Greptville,  alloaion  to  his  char* 
ter,  Vll.  273. 

Penr,  John,  his  proclamation  respect- 
ing the  massacre  of  the  Conestogo 
Indians,  IV.  57.  His  second  procla- 
mation, 60. 

Prnk,  Sprinqet,  some  account  of, 
VII.  227. 

Penn,  Thomas,  his  subscription  to  the 
academy,  VII.  81.  His  conduct  to 
his  nephew,  227.  His  account  of 
Franklin's  conduct  in  England,  243. 
See  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania. 

Penn,  William,  anecdote  of,  1.  153. 
Charter  granted  to.  III.  98.  Its  ori- 
gin, 116.  Its  provisions,  117.  His 
first  frame  of  government,  121.  Uia 
reservation  of  quitrents,  123.  His  sec- 
ond frame  of  government,  and  mo- 
tives which  induced  its  acceptance, 
126.  Goes  to  England,  leaving  the 
government  in  the  hands  of  com- 
missioners, 128.  Difficulties  arising 
during  his  absence.  His  constitu- 
tion of  government  declared  to  be  at 
variance  with  that  of  the  King  and 
Queen,  137.  Remonstrance  of  the 
Assembly  to,  142.  Returns  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  resumes  the  government^ 
147.  Establishes  a  new  form  of  elec- 
tion, 14H.  Old  Assembly  dissolved 
and  new  summoned,  149.  Aid  granted 
to,  150.  His  speech  to  the  Assembly. 
151.  Charter  of  privileges  granted 
by  him  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  territories,  154.  Account 
of  this  charter,  156.  Accepted  by  the 
province,  but  rejected  by  the  territo- 
ries, 157.  Representation  of  the  Aa- 
semhly  to,  168.  His  resentment,  179. 
Remonstrauce  of  the  Assembly,  182. 
His  death,  188.  His  relation  to  the 
province,  1!^.  Consequence  of  hif 
oeing  the  sole  purchaser  of  Indian 
lands,  197.  His  treaty  with  the  Con- 
estogo Indians,  IV.  b4.  His  charac- 
ter, i)3.  His  contract  for  the  sale  of 
his  proprietary  right  to  the  crown, 
1%.  Of  the  various  portraits  of,  VII. 
190.     His  family  referred  to,  273. 

Pennington,  Edward,  VII.  226. 

Pennsylvania,  abstract  of  a  law  of,  re- 
lative to  paper  money,  II.  277.  Effect 
of  that  money  on  her  prosperity,  343. 
Her  legislation   respecting  debts  of 
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foreign^re,  r>0(i.  Serious  considera- 
tions on  tlic  present  ntale  of  the  prov- 
ince of,  II [.  ].  NecoHHit^'  of  some 
provision  for  the  defence  ot,  5.  Dan- 
ger from  Uie  Indians,  H.  Probnble  ef- 
fect of  an  invasion  of,  13.  Spirit  of 
the  rich  in  renp«*cl  to  defence,  ItJ. 
Her  effective  military  ain*ngth,  Ic*. 
liiHtorical  Review  of  the  Ci institution 
and  (iovernnient  of,  1(M>.  Union  with 
thf  territory  of  the  three  Lower  Coun- 
ties, Il(>.  AHSiimplicm  of  the  gov- 
ernment of,  by  the  Kin^  and  Queen 
in  1  (>!»:(,  l:^').  Admini»iliation  of  tfie 
government     by     Oilonel     Fletcher, 

govrrnor  of  New  York,  1:^»  ;  who 
echires  the  const itulir»ii  of  the  King 
and  (iueen's  government,  and  that 
of  IVnii,  hostile  to  each  other,  i:i7. 
Threatens  to  annex  tiie  province  to 
New  Yi»rk,  \W.  New  net  <if  settle- 
ment of  the  government,  under  the 
administration  of  William  Mark  ham, 
145.  Tiie  government  resumed  bv 
Penn,  147.  Assembly  chosen  accord- 
ing lo  a  new  model,  14H.  Dissolved, 
and  a  m'w  one  convi-ned,  140.  Con- 
firmation of  property  and  aids  to  the 
governor  granted,  1.')!).  Another  As- 
Hemhlv  convened,  l.'iO.  Penn's  char- 
ter of  privile{res  to  the  inhabitants  of, 


and  those  of  tlie  territories,  ir>4.  Ac- 
cepted by  the  province,  but  rejected 
by  the  territories,  157.  Evans  ap- 
pointed governor  of,  KjO.  Vain  at- 
tempt to  reunite  the  province  and  ter- 
ritories, Kil.  Penn's  interest  in  the 
province  left  at  his  death  in  the  hands 
of  truKtees,  Irt*.  Easily  governed,  if 
well  governed,  103.  First  issue  of 
paper  money  in,  '^01.  Grant  made 
ty  the  Assembly  of,  for  the  expedi- 
tion against  Carthagena,  210.  And 
to  forward  the  project  against  Louis- 
bnrjr  arid  against  Canada.  *2f*i.  Act 
for  the  isHue  of  bills  of  credit  paKsed 
bv  'he  Assembly  of,  271*.  Arrival  of 
Covernor  Morris  in,  and  his  first 
•peee.h  to  the  Assembly,  2^1.  The 
Assembly  called  on  by  the  governor 
to  take  measures  for  the  security  of 
the  back  inhabitants  of,  IH).  Propo- 
■ition  of  certain  gentlemen  of  Phila- 
delphia to  sulwcribe  a  sum  in  lieu  of 
the  proprietary  portion  of  the  tax, 
38i>.  Appn»pnation  by  the  Assembly 
to  arm  the  back  in' habitants,  :i!K5. 
Controversy  U'tween  the  .Ass<*iiibly 
and  the  governor  concern  in  cr  the  roads 
op<^ni>d  by  the  province  for  the  King's 
forres.  4lK).  Recon vocation  of  the 
Assembly,  in  consequence  of  an  ap- 

(rehended  invasion  of  the  Fn'ncli  and 
ndiaiiMy  415.    A  sum  granted  for  the 


King's  use,  to  be  itruck  in  bills  of 
credit.  421.  Indian  trade  bill  passed, 
4'M.  Resolutions  of  tlie  Asseniblj, 
respecting  their  power  of  granting 
supplies  to  the  crown,  454.  Indian 
trade  bill  rejected  by  the  governor, 
4.'i4i.  Sir  W.  Johnson's  treaty  with 
the  Six  Nations  laid  before  the  As- 
sembly, 471.  Attempt  of  the  gover- 
nr>r,  to  involve  the  province  in  war 
with  the  Indians,  471.  Bill  for  so^ 
ply  by  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit, 
4K).     Another,  4!K).     Message  of  the 

Governor  to  the  Anembly,  respectinj^ 
ndian  r (fairs,  493.  Governor  Morns 
superseded  by  Governor  Denny,  506. 
Controversy  between  the  governor 
and  Assembly,  respecting  a  bill  for  a 
supply  ior  the  King's  use,  to  be  sunk 
by  an  excise,  518.  Representation  of 
the  Assembly  to  the  Proprietaries,  re- 
spectinfT  Indian  expenses,  535.  Wil- 
liam Franklin's  retuuUon  of  anony- 
mous abuse  r»f  the  inhabitants  nf,  5m. 
Account  of  sundry  sums  paid  by,  for 
the  King's  service,  571.  List  of  the 
governors,  deputy  governors,  and  pres- 
idents of,  r)7().  Table  exhibiting  the 
extent  of  the  comnieice  of,  IV .  39. 
Argument  in  favor  of  changing  the 
proprietary  government  of,  into  a  ritu- 
al one,  7ri.  Petition  to  the  King  rar 
that  purpose,  !K{.  Report  in  the  As- 
sembly relative  to  taxing  the  estate 
of  the  Pn»prietnries,  117.  Resolution 
of  the  Assembly  in  favor  of  a  royal 
government,  121.  Number  of  peti- 
tioners in  favor  of  the  measure,  123. 
Remarks  on  a  late  Protest  against  the 
Appointment  of  Mr. Franklin  as  Aeent 
of,  I4:i.  Of  taxation  in,  1«12.  Of  the 
population  of,  ICv).  Of  the  commerce 
of,  It'rfi.  Rales  of  exclianm  in.  107. 
Address  of  the  Assembly  of,  to  Frank- 
lin, on  his  return  from  France,  V  137. 
Queries  and  remarks  cimceming  al- 
t(>rBtions  in  the  constitution  of,  1(13. 
Origin  of  the  association  for  the  de- 
fence of,  VII.  20.  Character  and  hab- 
its of  the  Germans  in,  71.  Theii 
influx  into  the  country,  73.  Freja-  ^ 
dices  existing  in  England  sgainat, 
175.  Amount  of  parliamentary  grants 
to,  204.  Of  party  violence  in,  268. 
Alarm  in.  at  the  news  of  the  rejection 
of  the  ftetitirtn  of  the  Assembly,  284. 
Of  pafier  money  in,  3()8.  Franklin 
elected  President  of,  X.  245,  ."VIS,  337. 
See  Pinnsiilrania,  Asiem^y  of. 
Prnnsylranitt^  jifnmbfy  of,  act  of, 
drawn  by  Franklin,  refalive  tn  a  vol- 
untJiry  militia.  III.  7H.  Report  of  Ihn 
e«immitb*e  of  aggrievances  of  the.  97. 
Their  controversies  with  the  proprit- 
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tary  goTernoni,  124.  Their  firmnen, 
1^.  Their  reply  to  governor  Black- 
well ,  132.  Their  protest  on  the  sub- 
ject of  passing  bills,  140.  Insist  on 
their  right  to  appropriate  as  well  as 
laise  money,  143.  blected  according 
to  a  new  model,  148.  Dissolved,  and 
a  new  one  convened,  149.  Confirma- 
tion of  property  and  aids  granted  to 
the  governor  by,  150.  Another  con- 
vened, 150.  renn's  speech  to  the, 
151.  Their  controversy  with  gover- 
nor Evans,  161.  Heads  of  complaint 
entered  in  their  minutes,  as  the  ground 
of  a  representation  to  the  Proprietary, 
164.  Governor  Evans  communicates 
to  them  Penn's  resentment,  in  conse- 
qoence  of  the  representation,  179. 
Their  reply,  180.  Charter  of  privi- 
leges referred  to  by  the  governor,  as 
the  only  rule  of  government,  and  their 
reply,  181.  Their  remonstrances  to 
the  Proprietary,  182  New  controver- 
sies with  Governor  Goo  kin,  185. 
Their  grant  for  the  expedition  against 
Carthagena,  210.  Their  proceeding 
in  consequence  of  the  enlistment  of 
■enranU,  211.  Their  grant  for  the 
project  against  Louisburg  and  against 
Canada,  212.  Their  difficulty  with  the 
Proprietaries  respecting  the  charges 
for  Indian  affairs,  214!  Their  bill 
extending  the  issue  of  paper  nega- 
tived by  Governor  Hamilton,  217. 
Replv  of  the  Proprietaries  to,  respect- 
ing the  chaiges  of  Indian  affairs,  219. 
Currency  bill  again  sent  by  the,  to 
the  governor,  2&  ;  and  accepted  by 
him  with  a  suspending  clause,  231 ; 
which  is  rejected  by  them,  232. 
Their  resolution  respecting  the  re- 
emission  of  the  paper  currency,  250. 
Called  on  by  the  provernor,  for  sup- 
plies for  the  French  war,  255.  They 
admit  the  necessity  of  supplies,  and 
ask  his  assent  to  the  currency  bill, 
257.  New  message  of  the  governor 
to  the,  relative  to  the  paper  money 
instructions,  259.  Proposes  an  ad- 
journment, to  which  the  governor  ob- 
jects, 263.  Adjourn,  and  are  again 
convened  by  him,  264.  Adjourn 
again,  265  *,  and  reassemble,  266. 
'nieir  bill  for  an  aid  to  the  King 
leturned,  with  amendments,  by  the 
governor,  267.  Their  proceeding  in 
consequence,  267.  Reply  of  the  gov- 
ernor, 270.  Their  resolutions  in  re- 
Td  to  the  extent  of  their  powers, 
'2.  Adjourn,  276;  and  are  re-con- 
vened by  special  summons,  277.  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  commissioners  at  Al- 
bany laid  before  them  by  the  sover- 
nor,  278.    Act  passed  by,  for  &  is- 


&^ 


sue  of  bills  of  credit,  279.  Not  ■•- 
■ented  to  b^  the  governor,  290.  Gov- 
ernor Morrises  first  speech  to  the,  2S1. 
His  message  to  the,  relative  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  French,  285.  Cur- 
rency bill  sent  to  him  by  the,  287. 
His  reply,  288.  Refuses  bis  assent  in 
consequence  of  instructions  given  to 
a  preceding  governor,  and  the  attor- 
ney-eeneru's  opinion,  291.  Their  re- 
ply, denying  the  force  of  his  reason- 
ing, and  askmg  to  see  his  instructions, 
293.  They  also  ask  his  assent  to  the 
money  bill,  297  He  declines  assent- 
ing to  the  bill,  297 ;  and  evades  their 
request  as  to  the  inslri^ciions,  300. 
Their  right  to  make  the  demand  de- 
nied by  the  governor,  3(I2.  Their  re- 
ply, denying  that  the  proprietary  In- 
structions were  binding  on  the  tot- 
ernor,  'M)7  ;  and  attributing  to  tneoi 
the  failure  of  the  bill,  308.  His  reply; 
317.  Their  appeal  to  the  crown,  3& 
He  asks  a  copy  of  their  minutes,  320. 
Reassembled  in  consequence  of  the 
arrival  of  General  Braddock,  326.  Hie 
message  complaining  that  the  minntee 
are  not  sent,  328.  Their  reply,  329. 
Voto  money,  to  be  raised  by  emittinjg 
paper,  3:34.  The  governor  refuses  his 
assent,  334.  But  asks  an  appropria- 
tion to  defraythe  expense  or  an  In- 
dian treaty,  :335.  Mr.  Quincy's  me- 
morial to,  relative  to  the  supplies,  336. 
A  sum  voted  by  tlie,  and  his  acknowl- 
edgment, 338.  Their  bill  rejected  by 
the  governor,  Z38;  who  revives  the 
old  controversy  by  another  message, 
341.  Their  replv,  341.  Their  pres- 
ents to  British  oncers  acknowledged, 
357.  Governor's  message,  requiring 
them  to  furnish  Braddock  with  pro- 
visions, 357.  They  ask  for  Brad 
dock's  letter,  358.  They  send  up  two 
money  bills,  360.  The  governor  re- 
fuses to  communicate  the  letter,  361'; 
and  rejects  the  money  bilb,  366. 
Adjourn,  and  are  reconvened  in  con- 
sequence of  Braddock 's  defeat,  366. 
They  vote  an  aid  of  50,000  pounds. 
368.  The  governor  returns  the  bill 
with  amendments,  exempting  the  pro- 
prietary estate  from  taxation,  371. 
His  reasons,  372.  Their  rejoinder, 
374.  He  adheres  to  his  amendments, 
385.  He  calls  on  them,  to  provide 
for  the  security  of  the  back  inhabi- 
Unte,  386.  Their  bill  again  rejected, 
393.  They  make  an  appropriation 
for  arming  the  back  inhabitants,  393. 
The  old  controversv  renewed  by  the 
governor,  399;  who  begins  a  new 
one,  concerning  the  roads  opened  by 
the  province  for  the  King's  forces,  400. 


626 


GENERAL    [NDEX. 


[Iin>n^ 


A  new,  conTcned,  413.  They  idjourn 
beoatue  the  fOTernor  declines  to  com- 
municate intormationi  414.  And  are 
reconvened,  in  conteqaence  of  an  ap- 
prehended inyaaion  of  the  French 
and  Indiana,  415.  Aid  granted  by, 
to  be  struck  in  bills  of  credit,  491. 
The?  pass  an  Indian  trade  bill,  431. 
Aid  bill  rejected  b^  the  ^fernor,  435. 
They  prepare  a  militia  bill,  439.  Got- 
ernor*s  message  on  the  topics  of  con- 
troversy, 440.  Their  reply,  446.  And 
resolutions  respecting  their  power  to 
grant  supplies,  454.  Indian  trade  bill 
rejected  by  the  governor,  456.  Their 
resolution  thereon,  460.  Their  mes- 
nge,  on  the  enlistment  of  servants, 
4to.  Adhere  to  the  Indian  trade  bill, 
and  bill  continuing  the  excise,  469. 
Treatv  with  the  Six  Nations  laid  be- 
fore them,  471.  The  governor  asks 
for   further  supplies,  473.      Adjourn 


and  are  reassembled,  476.  Uree  the 
passage  of  the  Indian  trade  bin,  481. 
Dix  members  resign  their  seats,  482. 
New  election  ordered,  483.  The  gov- 
ernor continiies  to  reject  the  Indian 
trade  and  excise  bills,  487.  Their 
bill  for  a  supply,  by  emitting  bills  of 
credit,  489.  Another,  490.  And  for 
the  exportation  of  provisions  for  the 
King's  service,  492.  Governor  Den- 
ny oommnnicates  to  them  a  portion 
of  the  proprietary  instructions,  510. 
Their  bill  for  a  supply,  518.  Hia  ob- 
jections, 519.  Their  reply,  520.  Their 
bill  rejected  by  him,  5&4,  Their  res- 
olutions relative  to  the  proprietary  in- 
structions, 525.  Pass  a  new  supply 
bill,  with  a  protest  against  the  in- 
struction, 527.  Commodore  Spry's 
testimony  in  their  belief,  530.  Their 
representation  to  the  Proprietaries,  re- 
lative to  Indian  expenses,  535.  Their 
resolution  in  favor  of  a  royal  govern- 
ment, IV.  121.  Their  address  to 
Franklin,  on  his  return  from  France, 

V.  1:37.  Difficulty  between  them  and 
the  Proprietors,  2qO. 

Pennsjdvania  Fireplace,  account  of  the, 

VI.  34.  Described,  44.  Manner  of 
using  it,  50.  lu  advantages,  52. 
Saving  of  fuel  by,  54.  Other  advan- 
tages, 55.  Difference  between  it  and 
the  Dutch,  56.    How  to  be  set  up,  60. 

Pmuuylvamia  Hospital,  Franklin's  agen- 
cy in  founding,  1.  164-167.  Its  suc- 
cess referred  to,  VII.  314. 

PetuuUvania  Society  for  Abolishing  Sfa- 
very,  lU  Address  to  the  Public,  if.  515. 
Aj^ain  mentioned,  X.  320. 

Penobscot  River,  plan  of  accommoda- 
tion mentioned,  relative  to  towns  set- 
tled east  of  the,  VII.  544. 


PeovU,  of  their  voiee  in  ehoonng  the 

rulera  by  whom  taxes  are  impoaed. 

III.  57. 
PxRcivAL,   Thomas,   VI.   402.      Hii 

Moral  and  Uterary  Dissertmtimu,  X. 

107.    His  tract  on  the  Perceptive  Pm^ 

er  of  Vegetables,  180. 
PxRcr,  Lord,  hia  eanvaas  lor  WmI- 

minster  alluded  to,  VIII.  ISB. 
Perkins,  John,  his  inquiriea  addrvw- 

ed  to  Franklin  relative  to  protectioii 

from  the   smallpox,    VI.    118.      His 

remarks  on  waterspouts,  136.     And 

on  Stnart's  portraits  of  walerspoiiti, 

139. 
Persecution,  its  prevalence  among  Cfaria- 

tian  secU,  II.  113.    Parable  againiL 

121. 
Perspiration,    reroarka    on,    VI.    66. 

Whether  it  proceeds  at  the  Mine  " 

with  absorption,  66. 
PxTKRs,  Richard,  his  ci 

with    the    Proprietaries    mentkuwd. 

VII.  20. 

Petition  of  the  L^  Hand^  11.  183. 

Petition  of  the  Letter  Z,  VI.  304. 

Petition  to  the  King,  to  change  the  plo> 
prietary  government  of  PlennirflvMI- 
la  into  a  royal  one,  IV.  93.  Iw  the 
removal  of  the  governon,  IV.  430. 

VIII.  22. 

PxTTT,  Sir  William,  lAm  ooMtmetlon 
of  a  double  vessel,  VI.  474. 

Phitadelphim,  serioas  cooaiderations  on 
the  present  sUte  of,  III.  I.  Buied  m 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  eoloaU 
legislature  under  the  plan  of  nnjoa, 
41.  Facility  of  access  to,  from  the 
several  colonies,  48.  Proposition  of 
gentlemen  of,  for  a  subscription  In 
lieu  of  the  proprietary  portion  of  a 
tax,  389.  RemonstniMes  of  the  Mar* 
or  of,  to  the  Assembly,  445.  Of  Tel- 
low  fever  in,  VII.  41.    Of  a 


rial  from,  to  the  merchants  and 
ufacturersofGreatBriUin,3n2.  Con- 
pliroent  paid  to  Fkanklin  in,  for  hia 
agency  in  the  repeal  at  the  Blainp 
Act,  319. 

Philadelphia  Academy,  observatiom  re- 
lative to  the  real  intentions  of  the 
founders  of  the,  II.  133.  Bnbaorin- 
tions  for  the,  VII.  108. 


Philodes,    Dialogus    botacesm 

and,  eoneoming  VirtMS  mad  Ffsaswrt, 

II.  46.     Second  Dialogue  upon  the 

same  subject,  51. 
Philosopher^ s  Stone,  suggestion  retpent^ 

ing  the,  VIII   106. 
Phuosophieal  Sociehf,  in  Philadelphin, 


account  of  the,  1.319.    VI.  98. 

yf  mmrim  PkUosopkiaU  Soeietf. 

Philosophical    Treatise,    Colden'a,    »• 

ferred  to,  VI.  04.    Mode  of  ila  piih- 


No.  v.] 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


Q27 


lieaiion,  oiuatuiftAtory  to  the  anthor, 
95.    Its  general  objecL  96. 

FkHomifkjft  increaae  or  haman  happi- 
neM  by  improvenients  in,  X.  349. 

Physieal  and  Meteorologxad  Observa- 
tionst  Qmieeiuret^  aiuT  Suppasitumst 
VI.  127. 

JHankeakaw  Indiatu,  their  honorable 
feeling,  IV.  71. 

PigeoHMf  death  of,  bjr  lightning,  VI. 
571.  Anecdote  relating  to,  illustrat- 
ing the  efTect  of  the  increaw  of  church 
congregations,  VII.  49. 

Pike,  Samuel,  his  PkUosopkia  Saeraf 
alluded  to,  VII.  82. 

Piteoalj  Description  of  a  Stove  for  burn- 
ing, VI.  543. 

PUm  Trutkf  or  Serious  Considerattons 
on  the  present  State  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  and  ProTince  of  Penn- 
sylTania,  I.  145;  III.  1.  Franklin's 
•ooount  of  its  origin,  2.  Its  recep- 
tion, VII.  20. 

Plan  S&r  beme/Uing  disimU  ymfnmdtd 
CmaUrus,  II.  377. 

Plan  for  thefutun  ManagemmU  of  ik- 
4uM  4fairs,  Remarks  on  the,  IV.  201. 

Pltn  for  promoting  Useful  Knowledge 
among  the  British  Plantations  mAmer' 
i€a,  VI.  14. 

Plan  for  saving  One  Hundred  ThouMand 
Pounds,  II.  m. 

Plan,  Franklin's,  for  settling  two  West- 
ern Colonies  in  North  America,  with 
reasons  in  its  faror,  III.  69. 

Plan  of  Union  of  the  Colonies^  adopted 
by  commissioners  assembled  at  Alba- 
ny in  1754,  its  origin,  III.  23.  Doubts 
respecting  the  unanimity  of  its  adop- 
tion, and  its  cool  reception  by  the 
board  of  Trade  and  the  colonial  As- 
semblies, 24.  Short  hints  respecting 
a,  26.  Franklin's  account  of  ttie  rea- 
sons and  motives  which  led  to  the, 
32.    its  frame,  36.    Remarks  on  the, 

vn.83. 

Plants,  on  the  vegetation  of,  in  water, 
VI.  423. 

Plato,  his  remarks  on  the  usefulness 
of  geometrjr,  quoted,  II.  69. 

PUasure,  Dialogue  concerning  Virtue 
and,  II.  46.  Another  on  the  same 
subject,  51. 

Plirt,  bis  distinction  of  the  kinds  of 
earthquakes,  VI.  9.  His  account  of 
stilling  waves  with  oil,  357. 

Points,  their  effect  in  drawing  off  and 
Uirowing  off  the  electrical  fluid.  V. 
181.  Superior  in  power  to  blunt  bod- 
ies in  drawing  off  the  fluid,  232.  And 
why,  233.  Illustrations  of  this  pow- 
er, 2m  ;  and  its  application  to  the 
preservation  of  buildings  from  light- 
ning, 236.    Blistake  in  Europe,  rela- 


tive to  Franklin's  view  of  the  ntiUty 
of,  356.  Compared  with  linobe  as 
conductors,  393.  Mr.  Wilson's  obj^ 
tions  to,  434.  Experiment  showing 
their  utility,  435.  Of  their  effect  on 
large  clouds  at  great  distances,  443* 
QeeRods, 

Pokewesd,  iti  utility  as  a  remedv  Ibr 
cancer,  and  description  of  it,  V .  287. 

PoU,  a  projected  French  expedition  to 
the  North,  mentioned,  VI.  342. 

Emfnre,  quoted,  IV.  351. 

Politieal  Sdeneey  evils  ariaing  from  ig- 
norance of,  VII.  428. 

PoLTBius,  supposed  Fiagmentof,  VIII. 
543. 

PoLTDORX  ViRoiL,  his  sccount  of  tke 
efficiency  of  arrows  in  a  battle,  VIII. 
170. 

Poor,  on  public  provision  for  the  support 
of  the,  ll.  356.  Comment  on  Frank- 
lin's views  respecting  such  provision, 
360.  Further  remarks  on  same  sub- 
jects, 368.  The  whole  revenue  of 
the  nation  received  bjr  the,  in  Qraat 
Britain,  369.  Suggeatioas  leapecting 
laws  for  their  suppc^,  VII.  66.  Gieat- 
er  industry  of  the,  in  Protestant  than 
in  Popish  countries,  67.  Pablie  pro- 
vision for,  an  evil,  X.  407. 

Poor  Richard^s  Mmmaas^  extraets  from, 
II.  83,  85,  86, 89. 

Pope's  JVttnoo,  his  note  to  Franklin, 
respecting  the  recognition  of  a  Cath- 
olic bishop  in  America,  IX.  548. 

Population,  observations  on  tlie  subject 
or,  II.  311.  Circumstances  tendfing 
to  diminish,  314.  Richard  Jackson  s 
views  concerning,  :i2 1.  His  views  of 
the  influence  oi^manners  upon,  322. 
Its  relative  increase  in  the  colonies, 
and  the  cause,  IV.  24.  Its  increase 
in  Rhode  Island,  3a  Cause  of  this 
great  relative  increase  of,  in  the  col- 
onies, 171. 

Port  Royal,  its  destruction  by  an  earth- 
quake, VI.  II. 

Portugal,  her  disposition  towards  the 
United  SUtes,  VIII.  389.  Proposet 
a  treaty  with  them,  IX.  524,  537.  De- 
lay in  concluding  it,  X.  17.  Its  pro- 
gress, 2!). 

Positions  to  he  exannned  respeetiag 
Jfational  IVitaltk,  II.  373. 

Potash,  Edmund  Quincy's  attempt  to 
introduce  the  manufacture  of,  VII. 
225. 

Potts,  STEPBKif,a  member  of  the  Joa- 
to,  I.  82  His  death  and  charaeltr, 
Vn.181. 

Powder  Magazines,  best  method  of 
securing  tliem  from  lightning,  V.  40f . 
Suggestions  for  the  security  of  thmt 
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•t  Purfleet,  427.  Report  on  conduc- 
ton  for  those  at  Purfleet,  430.  Im- 
portance of  securing  them,  432.  Fur- 
ther sugffe»tioo8  for  constructing,  46G. 
On  conductors  for  the  Purfleet,  VI. 
407. 

Powif  ALL,  Thomas,  his  MtniwUtratuin 
of  the  Colonies  quoted,  respecting  the 
issue  of  paper  in  Pennsylvania,  II. 
277.  His  plan  for  ffiving  stability  to 
paper  money  in  the  colonies,  354. 
His  plan  for  settling  barrier  colonies, 
and  his  memorial  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  III.  69.  His  letter,  re- 
specting the  communication  of  equal 
nt;hts  and  privileges  to  the  colonies, 
IV.  1D9.  His  conversation  with  Frank- 
lin, V  32.  Biographical  notice  of, 
VII.  121.  His  objection  to  the  com- 
munication of  equal  rights  and  privi- 
leges to  the  colonies,  374.  His  exer- 
tions in  favor  of  the  American  cause 
in  Parliament,  442.  His  propositions 
for  peace,  IX.  355.  Congratulates 
Franklin  on  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
491.  His  Map  and  Description  of  the 
American  Sutes,  X.  MI^.K  Objects  to 
a  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  344. 

Prayers,  Franklin's  Motion  for,  in  the 
Convention,  V.  153. 

Preextstenee,  of  the  doctrine  of,  VII. 
58. 

Preface  to  the  Speech  of  Joseph  Gailo- 
%Day,  on  a  petition  to  the  King  for 
changing  the  proprietary  government 
of  Pennsylvania  into  a  royal  one, 
IV.  101. 

Preface  to  the  Votes  and  Proceedini^s  of 
the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Boston,  IV.  3c<l. 

Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  agreed 
on,  betwtH^n  the  Uniti^d  States  and 
Great  Kritain,  JX.  A'.^^ ;  and  between 
Great  Hritnm  and  France,  4'12.  Com- 
plaint i»f  the  French  minister,  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  former  was  signed, 
449.  Signed  between  France,  Spain, 
and  Great  Britain,  47^). 

Presbyteriapis,  their  concern  in  the  po- 
litical controversies  of  Pennsylvania, 
VII  281. 

Presidmt  General,  constitution  of  the, 
under  the  plan  of  union,  III.  37.  His 
duty,  45;  and  powers,  4(>.  Provision 
in  tne  event  of  his  death,  53. 

Press^  proceedings  of  the  Assembly 
of  Msssachusetta  hostile  to  the  free- 
dom of  the,  I.  2l>.  Remarks  on  free- 
dom of  the.  II.  285.  Ironical  account 
of  the  court  of  the,  5(>8.  Extent  of 
its  influence,  IX.  2:11.  Article  by 
Franklin  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gaiette, 
on  its  abuse,  X.  33U. 


Prkstov,  Captain,  hit  eondnct  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Boston  maasacfe,  IV. 
486.  What  should  be  the  eflcct,  in 
England,  of  the  iasue  of  fail  trial,  VII. 
4!»9. 

Price,  Richakd,  pamphlet  bVy  < 
mended,  VIII.  171, 18U.  Again  i 
tinned,  214.  CompHnientiLry  » 
of,  by  Coneress,  3o4.  Uia  writinga 
com>«iendea,  417.  Hia  (MmmsfiMS 
oil  MS  imparUmea  of  tk$  Jimtrumu 
Revolution,  1U5, 113.  Hia  hemy,  X. 
305. 

Prices,  just  principle  for  the  legnlatian 
of,  examined,  II.  375. 

Prirstlzt,  Joseph,  his  account  of  the 
hearing  of  the  Maasachuaetia jpetitioB 
before  the  Privy  Coaneil,  IV.  4S1; 
and  of  Franklin  a  electrical  discover' 
ies,  V.  17<).  His  History  of  Electrici- 
ty alluded  to,  YI.  277.  His  experi- 
menU  on  air,  344,  346, 404.  Fmnk- 
lin's  opinion  of  him,  375 ;  and  of  Ub 
treatise  on  optics,  376.  Receives  the 
Copley  medal,  410.  Proposal  to  in- 
duce him  to  remove  to  ABcrien. 
VIII.  420.  SumsU  the  nnflalica  of 
balloons  with  inflammabla  air,  X.  146L 
His  occupations,  274. 

Principles  of  Eauity,  Lord  XuMi's, 
mentioned,  VII.  197. 

Principles  of  Trade,  II.  383. 

Pringlr,  Sir  Johit,  hia  mnark  n- 
apecting  ventilation,  VI.  309.  His 
discourse  quoted,  relative  to  the  pkn 


of  the  Royal  Society,  for  i 
the  attraction  of  mountains,  378L  Hie 
experiments  on  musquito  hawks,  449. 
Pringlr,  Johh  J.,  his  acconnl  of  an 
interview  with  Franklin,  on  the  snh- 
ject  of  Mr.  Ixard'a  complaints,  VIII. 

2rj0. 

Printer's    wi^€W,  curious   will  of  a. 

VII.  41*7. 
Printing,  a  new  method  of,  sngvesled 

by  C.  Colden,  VI.  18.    lu  advanta- 

g>s,  22.  Mr.  Colden's  replv  to  Mr. 
irahan's  ohjectiona  to  it^  26.  The 
objections  stated.  2D.  On  earthen 
ware,  suggested,  VIII.  94.  Uspfnl  to 
convey  moral  lessons,  96.  Lnf^ 
graphic  method  of,  X  79. 
Prisoners,  American,  harsh  Hvatmeai 
of  the,  in  England,  VIII.  8M.  Mr. 
Hartley's  efibrto  for  their  relief,  8M. 
On  the  exchange  of,  2!i6.  Delay  in 
eflfectin^  it,  323.  42G.  Imosticeof  the 
British  in  reference  to,  4il&.  Fnithar 
trouble  in  effecting  their  exchanft, 
464.  Delay  in  the  exchange  of,  lA. 
34.  Their  situation  in  Kngland,  87. 
Their  sufferinffs,  162,  176.  GofffB> 
spondence  of  ue  American  Coanun> 
sioners  and  Loid  Slormont  i ''~ 
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106.  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  ex- 
change of,  213.  Their  release  order- 
ed, 383.  Their  exchange  and  condi- 
tion, 341. 

Frwatteringj  moral  character  of,  II. 
483.  Importance  of  preventing)  485. 
Article  in  the  treaty  with  Prussia 
concerning,  486.  Its  injustice,  IX. 
41.  Propositions  relative  to,  commu- 
nicated by  Franklin  to  Mr.  Oswald, 
467.     Reasons  for  obolishing,  521. 

PrifMUeerSj  regulations  of  Congress, 
respecting,  VIII.  298. 

Privy  Couneilf  account  of  the  hearing 
of  the  Massachusetts  petition  before 
the,  IV.  447.  Their  report  to  the 
King,  454.  Their  proceedings  in  re- 
ference to  same  subject,  VIII.  103. 
Extract  from  their  minutes  appointing 
Mr.  Oswald  to  arrange  the  prelimina- 
ries of  a  treaty  of  peace,  IX.  267. 

Froelamation  of  the  King,  establishing 
four  distinct  governments  in  America, 
IV.  336.  Heads  contained  in  it,  337. 
Its  objects,  339.   Given  at  length,  374. 

FropoiaU  and  Queries  for  the  consid- 
0ration  of  the  Junto,  II.  551. 

PropOBoUfor  Consideration  in  the  Con- 
vention for  forming  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  V.  142. 

Proposals  relating  to  the  Eldueation  of 
Youth  in  PennsAvaniaj  II.  134. 

Proposed  ^et  of  Parliament  for  prevent- 
ing Emigration,  examined,  IV.  458. 
Its  necessity,  460 ;  practicability,  461 ; 
polic;^,  462;  justice,  464. 

Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  their  un- 
constitutional proceedings  set  forth, 
III.  99.  Their  difficulties  with  the 
Assembly,  respecting  Indian  aflfairs, 
S15.  Their  answer  to  the  Assembly, 
2)9.  Rejoinder  of  the  Assembly,  240. 
Character  of  their  instructions  to  the 
governor,  310.  A  portion  of  them 
communicated  to  the  Assembly,  510. 
Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  thereon, 
525.  Representation  of  the  Assembly 
to,  relative  to  Indian  expenses,  53^. 
Their  answer,  538.  Report  of  the  As- 
sembly thereon,  544.  Estimate  of  the 
value  of  their  estate,  552.  Examina- 
tion of  the  estimate,  555.  Mr.  Logan's 
letter  respecting  their  right  to  the 
government  of  the  Delaware  Coun- 
Ues,  573.  Their  difficulties  with  the 
people,  IV.  79.  Inconveniences  of 
that  mode  of  government,  81.  Peti- 
tion to  the  King  for  a  change,  93. 
Prefkce  to  the  Speech  of  Joseph  Gal- 
loway, on  the  subject,  101.  Their 
mercenary  conduct,  105  Their  op- 
position to  the  act  for  taxing  their 
property,  110.  Report  in  the  Assem- 
My  relative  to  those  taxes,  117.  Their 
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difficulties  with  the  Assembly,  250. 
Defects  of  their  system  of  govern- 
ment, 276. 

Proprietary  Oovemments  of  the  e9lo- 
nies,  their  character.  III.  97.  Argu- 
ment in  favor  of  changing  that  of 
Pennsylvania  into  a  royu  one,  IV.  78. 
Of  the,  in  Philadelphia,  X.  429. 

Proprietary  Governors  of  Pennsylvania, 
their  controversies  with  the  Assembly, 

III.  106.  Of  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment in  Philadelphia,  X.  429. 

Proprietary  Instructions.   See  Proprit' 
taries  of  Pennsylvania. 
Prosecution,  effect  of  legal,  for  printing, 

Protection,  its  importance  as  the  sup- 
port of  trade,  II.  386. 

Protest  against  the  .appointment  pf 
Franklin  as  .Agent  of  rennsjdvamim, 
his  remarks  on  the,  1 V.  143.  Novelty 
of  the  proceeding,  144. 

Protest  against  equality  of  voting  in 
Congress,  V.  109. 

Provuience^  of  acquiescence  in  the  de- 
crees of,  VII.  58. 

Provincial  Governments  of  the  colonies, 
what.  III.  97. 

Prussia,  article  concerning  privateer- 
ing, in  her  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  II.  486.  Ironical  Edict  ascrib- 
ed to  the  King  of,  IV.  399;  again 
mentioned,  VIII.  90,  91. 

Public  Advertiser,  Franklin's  letters  in 
the,  relative  to  the  controversy  t>e- 
tween  Cvreat  Britain  and  the  colonies, 

IV.  526. 

Public  Men,  Dialogue  between  Socrates 
and  Glaucon,  respecting  the  qualifica- 
tions of,  II.  57. 

PuLTENET,  William,  a  secret  agent 
from  the  British  ministry  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, VIII.  S^.  Of  the  proposals  made 
by,  443. 

Punning,  remark  relating  to,  VII.  900. 

Purfieet,  suggestion  for  securing  the 
powder  magazines  at,  V.  427.  Report 
on  their  electrical  conductors,  430. 

Putrefaction,  its  rapid  progress  in  the 
bodies  of  animals  killed  by  lightning, 

V.  457. 


Quakers,  their  sentiments  on  the  ink- 
ject  of  defence,  I.  151.  Their  first 
appearance  in  New  England,  II.  114. 
Their  address  to  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  pacific  meae* 
ures,  434.  Their  principle  in  regard 
to  bearing  arms  admitted  by  Governor 
Fletcher,  III.  142.  Of  the  proposition 
for  ejecting  them  from  the  AvemUy 
of  Pennsylvania,  IV.  82. 
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QwiTteritt]^  Jlci^  its  ori<Tin.  IV.  24r>. 

i^u^e^  vciveniinonl  of.  ertcted  by  roy- 
al prociknialion,  IV.  374. 

QuRKN  Aif5E,  her  instructions  to  Lord 
Cornbury,  relative?  to  liberty  of  coii- 
■cience  in  New  Jen»ey,  IV.  tC.  Her 
proclamation  for  producing  uniformity 
m  the  currency  of  the  colonies,  VII I. 

iir». 

QuEE!«  Charlotte,  present  of  Penn- 
sylvania silk  to,  VII.  A^iti, 

Qyeries  and  Remarks  concerning  Mrr- 
atioHS  in  the  Constitution  of  Pentuyl' 
vania,  V.  103. 

(luicksUver,  account  of  an  experiment 
for  the  congelation  of,  VI.  *£m, 

QoiKcVjEtiMU.tD,  account  of.  VII.  225. 

QuiNcv,  JusiAH,  a  commissioner  of 
Massachusetts,  is  aided  by  Franklin 
in  obtaining  a  vrant  from  rennsylva- 
nia,  for  military  operations,  I.  IbO. 
His  memorial  to  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  exer- 
tions for  the  defence  of  the  colonies, 
III.  33<>.  His  acknowledgments  to 
that  body,  338.  Again  mentioned, 
VII.  226. 

QuiNCY,  JosiAH,  Junior,  his  visit  to 
England  and  intercourse  with  Frank- 
lin, I.  372.  His  character  and  death, 
Vill.  129,  135,  144.  His  epiuph 
mentioned,  X.  lU. 

^itrentSy  reservation  of,  by  William 
Pcnn,  111.  123. 


R. 

RatHj  cause  of  its  sudden  fall  ailer  light- 
ning, V.  217.  Of  the  falling  of  differ- 
ent quantities  of,  at  different  heights, 
over  the  same  ground,  VI.  330. 

RANiiOLPii,  Edward,  his  account  of 
New  England,  in  1670,  VII.  551. 

Raper,  proposes  to  Franklin  a  game 
of  chess  with  a  lady,  V.  8. 

Raven,  effect  of  lightning  on  his  rod, 
V.3i»5. 

Rat,  Catherine,  her  marriage  alluded 
to,  VII.  244. 

Raymond,  Chrvalier  de,  VIII.  370. 

Rayneval,  M.  de,  communicates  to 
Franklin  the  profmsal  of  the  British 
ministry  for  a  separate  treaty  with 
France,  IX.  204.  His  conference  with 
the  British  ministers,  421. 

Read,  Mrs.,  mother  of  Dr.  Franklin's 
wife,  her  death,  VII.  235. 

Read,  Deborah,  married  to  Franklin, 
I.1K>. 

Readings  directions  for,  VII.  199. 

Reasons  against  partial  Union* scf  the 
ColanUsJU.M. 

Reasons  and  Motions  on  wkiek  the  Plan 


of  VuioH  of  the  Colonies  wtms  Jormtd, 
U\  :«. 

R£al-.mi'k's  thermometer,  bow  gnulii- 
ated.  as  compared  with  FahiVBAeit's, 
Vl.OOd. 

Reckoningf  infioence  of  the  tides  in  af- 
lecting  a  ship's,  VI.  77. 

Recommendations,  evils  of  ftoility  m 
granting,  VIII.  217.  Fonn  of  a  letler 
of,  21*^. 

Recandliation  between  the  coloniee  and 
Great  Britain,  Lord  Chatham's  motioii 
for  measures  of,  VIII.  140.  Lmd 
North's  proposal  for,  147.  Rendered 
hopeless  by  the  prcioeedings  of  the 
British,  lob.  No  acceptable  terms  ci, 
to  be  expected  from  Enffland.  170. 
Urged  by  David  Hartley,  175.  On 
the  means  of  producing  a,  230.  Not 
to  be  effected  without  a  change  of 
ministry,  236.  Lord  North's  plan 
of,  237.  His  bill  for,  241,  243.  BiU 
rejected  in  the  House  of  Commons^ 
4d0.  More  than  a  peace,  and  how  Is 
be  effected,  IX.  IIH).  Inuneerity  of 
Lord  North's  ministry  in  their  propo- 
sals for,  200.  Mr.  Fox's  deiiie  of,  871. 
Favorable  prospect  of,  2^  Likely  to 
be  promoted  by  the  release  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  2t^  301.    See  Fsmes. 

Reflections  on  the  ^ygmsniaUsm  ^ 
li'ageSf  vkick  teill  be  oetmnaned  m  £»- 
rope  by  tlte  ^-tmerican  Revolmiiom^lJlS&. 

Religion,  .irtieles  of  Belief  mmd  AeU  ^, 

Religious  Opinions,  remarks  conoem- 
in^,  VH.G. 

Religious  Subjects,  essays  upon.  II.  1. 

Remarks  and  Facts  relative  to  tksJhmsW' 
icon  Paper  Money,  II.  340. 

Remarks  on  «  late  Protmi  mgmmst  the 
Jltipointment  of  Mr.  Franklin  ms  Jfgtmi 
Of  the  Prorinee  of  Penns^vama,  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were 
written,  IV.  143. 

Remarks  on  a  Plan  for  the  Fuhtn  Mast- 
agemcnt  of  Indian  Jijfairs,  IV.  201. 

Remarks  on  a  particular  Militim  BOi, 
rejected  by  the  Proprietor's  Depmtif  or 
Cotemor,  IV.  05. 

Ren  WICK,  Jahes,  his  life  of  Riltea- 
house  cited,  VI.  :t28. 

Rejtort  vfthe  Committu  ^Aggnasamem 
of  the  Jissembly  of  PetuuJSmuM,  IIL 
07. 

Report  of  the  Lords  Cwnmifriowfri  fsr 
Trade  and  the  Planimtiams,  on  tlw  pe* 
tition  of  Thomas  Walpole  and  hb  aa- 
sociatps.  for  a  grant  of  land  on  the 
Ohio,  IV.  303.  VarioQs  oljectioiia  to 
the  grant,  304. 

Repository^  remarks  of  the,  quoted,  le- 
apecting  the  Parable  against  Penees- 
tion,IL12L 
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Representation  y  proportion  between 
yotes  and,  V.  149. 

BmrtaentaHon  to  the  King^  by  the  Lords 
C&imniissionera  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, alluded  to,  IV.  347. 

RanUsionj  in  electrical  bodies  doubted, 
V,  ^66,  Some  of  its  phenomena  dif- 
ficult to  explain,  364.  As  to  its  ex- 
istence in  electricity,  385. 

Resurrection^  Frankhn's  views  in  regard 
to  the,  X.  149, 174. 

Rhode  Islandt  report  of  Governor  Hop- 
kins, respecting  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation in,  IV.  i-i.  Appointment  of  a 
committee  of  correspondence,  by  the 
Assembljr  of,  VII.  264. 

Rhubarb f  its  cultivation  in  America, 
VIII.  2L 

Aice, Cochin-Chinese,  mentioned,  VIII. 
21. 

RiCHi^iriij  his  unfortunate  experiment 
in  etectncity,  and  death,  V.  176. 
Another  allusion  to  his  death,  338. 

Ridicule^  remarks  on,  II.  17. 

Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Differences  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  American 
Colonies,  IV.  526. 

RiTTXNHOusE,  David,  his  observation 
of  the  melting  of  points  of  conductors, 
V.  483.  His  certificate  respecting 
Fitch's  steamboat,  X.  233. 

Rivers,  remarks  on  the  phenomena  of 
the  tide  in,  VI.  226.  Further  remarks, 
231.  Reasons  for  doubting  whether 
those  whose  beds  are  filled  for  some 
distance  with  salt  water  ever  reach 
the  sea,  234.  Inflammability  of  the 
surface  of  certain,  415. 

RiviNGTON,  the  printer,  VIII.  52R. 

Roberts,  Hugh,  his  opinion  of  Eliot's 
agricultural  writings,  VII.  51. 

Robinson,  Sir  Thomas,  his  opinion  of 
the  military  efforts  of  Pennsylvania, 
III.  284. 

Robinson,  Commissioner,  carries  to 
England  a  false  statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Boston  on  the  5th  of 
March,  1769,  IV.  487. 

Rochefoucauld,  Duke  de  la,  cited,  I. 
410.  His  remarks  on  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  X.  351. 

RocHFORD,  Lord,  his  claim  to  islands 
in  the  Delaware  withdrawn,  VIII.  18. 
His  project  to  prevent  the  war,  547. 

RodSf  metallic,  their  utility  in  protect- 
ing from  the  effect  of  lightning,  V. 
311.  Proposed  thickness  of,  312. 
Utility  of  pointed,  in  preventing  a 
stroke,  313,  356.    Protection  afforded 

Sr,  to  the  house  of  Mr.  West,  374. 
n  the  construction  of,  392.  One 
design  of  the  pointed,  398.  Remarks 
on  Uie  proper  construction  of,  399. 
UsM  of,  416.    Prejudices  on  the  sub- 


ject of,  421.  Mr.  Wilson*s  objections 
to  pointed,  434.  Experiments  snowing 
their  utility,  435.  Quantity  they  may 
be  expected  to  discharge,  436.  Benefit 
of  erecting  them  on  a  chimney,  rather 
than  between  two,  437.  How  to  judge 
of  the  proper  dimensions,  444.  -  Oc- 
casion of  tne  controversy  respecting 
blunt  and  pointed,  445.  Landriani^ 
work  on,  noticed,  482.  Mode  of  fix- 
ing, VII.  236.  Controversy  respect- 
ing blunt  and  pointed,  VIII.  226. 

Rohan,  Cardinal,  his  affair  of  tlie  dia- 
mond necklace,  X.  231. 

Roman  Caiholics,  of  a  bishop  in  Amer- 
ica for,  IX .  548. 

Romans,  views  of  the  ancient,  respect- 
ing government,  II.  280.  Effect  of 
their  corrupt  manners  on  the  duration 
of  the  empire,  327.  Their  policy  in 
regard  to  states  under  their  control, 
IV.  45. 

Romas,  Marquis  de,  his  experiment 
with  a  kite,  subsequent  to  Frank- 
lin's, V.  177.  Quantity  of  lightning 
brought  down  by  his  kite,  437. 

Rome,  circumstances  attending  a  whirl- 
wind at,  VI.  149. 

RoMiLLT,  Sir  Samuel,  his  remark 
quoted,  respecting  Franklin's  views 
of  the  crimmal  law  and  privateering, 
II.  478. 

Rooms^  heated,  not  injurious,  VI.  56. 
Method  of  warming  with  little  fire, 
534.    Chinese  mode  of  warming,  538. 

KosENCRONE,  instructs  the  Marquis  de 
Walterstorff  relative  to  a  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  IX.  487. 

Ross,  Major,  his  agency  in  regard  to 
the  discharge  of  Lord  (JomwalTis  from 
his  parole,  IX.  329. 

Ross,  his  purchase  of  suppli^i  in  Eu- 
rope for  the  United  Stotes,  VIII.  459. 

RoTHENBULER,  introduction  of,  VII. 
260. 

Rouge,  mode  of  using,  in  Paris,  VII. 
360. 

Rousseau,  his  views  relative  to  the 
harmony  of  modern  music,  VI.  267. 

Royal  American  Regiment,  how  to  be 
constituted.  III.  484. 

Royal  Highlanders^  anecdote  of  the, 
IV.  76. 

RomU  Government,  argument  in  favor 
or  changing  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  into  a,  IV.  78. 
Petition  to  the  King  for  that  purpose, 
93.  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  in 
favor  of  a,  121.   Petitioners  for  a,  123. 

Rotfol  Society,  their  project  for  asoer- 
taming  the  lateral  attraction  of  moun- 
tains, VI.  372.  Of  controversies  in 
the,  X.  77. 

Royalists,  American,  apologue  in  alia- 
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fioii  to  their  clainm  on  the  I)nti>Ii 
ffovemment,  II.  Kid. 

Rwes  for  reducing  a  ^riat  Empire  to  a 
«f»aa  OiM,  account  of  iU  uriirin,  IV. 
3«7. 

Rules  of  a  Club  established  for  Mutual 
Imyruvement,  II.  J». 

Bussia,  proposed  mediation  of,  declined 
by  France,  IX.  3;  and  by  England, 
At.  Her  unaccountable  conduct, i^)4. 
Views  of,  in  regard  to  the  recognition 
of  American  independence  by  Hol- 
land, 325.     Her  mediation,  1)31 . 

Russians,  their  power  of  enduring  heat 
and  cold,  VI.  WX 

IlusTiiR,  TiioMA5,  his  tlioughts  on 
Auiericao  finance,  mentioned,  VIII. 
506. 

IluTLEDGR,  Edward,  is  appointed  by 
Congress  a  commissioner  to  confer 
with  Lord  Howe,  V.  07. 


Sails  of  vessels,  sugcestions  respecting 
their  construction,  VI.  4()5. 

St.  Asaph  J  bishop  of.  See  Shiplet, 
Jonathan. 

Salary,  Franklin*8  argument  against 
allowing  a,  to  the  executive,  V.  144. 
Public  henetits  of  a  small,  X.  127. 

Sallust,  Don  Gabriel  of  Bourbon's 
version  of,  mentiimed,  VIII.  107. 

Sail  J  how  dissolved  in  water,  VI.  127. 
Some  qusUties  of,  127.  Plan  of  duty 
on,  abandoned  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Kxchequt-r,  vll.  'M2. 

Salt  liain,  instance  of,  VI.  15G. 

Salva,  ^ives  information  of  the  at- 
tempt of  the  Algerines  to  seize  Amer- 
ican vessels,  I\.  50(). 

Sal VI,  his  Ehgt  de  Filangierif  quoted, 
X.  2:M. 

Sanhwicii,  Earl  of,  his  attack  on  Frank- 
lin in  the  House  of  Lords,  V.  i>2. 

Sararena^  their  treatment  of  prisoners 
of  war,  IV.  (Hi. 

SartUot^,  effect  of  the  capitulation  of, 
VIII.  H7(). 

Sai'ssuke.  his  travels  in  the  Alps,  X. 
27ri.     Ascends  Mont  Blanc,  27*1. 

Saragts,  remarks  concerning  the  Nortli 
American,  11.  452. 

Scandal,  article  on,  II.  539. 

ScHNKiDF.Kiis,  his  book  respecting  ca- 
tarrh, mentioned,  VI.  340. 

Schools,  origin  of  Latin  and  Greek  in 
Europe,  11.  157. 

SciiwF.iGiiAi:8KH,  liis  high  charge  of 
commissions  as  American  agent,  Vlll. 

SwVwre,  rapid  progress  of  true,  VIII. 


Sr.itrh  Song,  eztnctt  fiom  an  old, 
VIII.  2ia 

Scotch  Tunes,  old,  caoiPt  of  their  har- 
mony and  melody  iDvestigaied,  VL 
2t>.'{.  Their  union  of  melody  and  har- 
mony and  peculiar  conatr action,  961. 
How  composed  and  sung,  965.  Tjt- 
ler's  remarks  on  Franklin^f  viewi  rel- 
ative to,  2(M. 

Scotland,  of  emigrmtioo  from,  to  Amer- 
ica, IX.  48G. 

Sta,  the  source  of  lightning,  V.  915. 
Reason  for  doubting  this,  9d7.  8une 
subject  further  examined,  970.  Frank- 
lin retracts  the  hypothesis,  300.  On 
the  emission  of  light  from  the,  338. 
Bowdoin's  theory  respecting  its  In- 
ininoua  nppeaiance,  VI.  1!H) ;  which  he 
attributes  to  animalcula,  191.  On  the 
saltnetis  fif  the,  218. 

Sea  Voyage^  statement  of  the  precau- 
tions to  be  taken  by  those  #ho  are 
about  ti  undertake  a,  II.  I(K>. 

Seaoravf.,  Captain,  his  account  of  hie 
voyages  U)  Guinea,  alluded  to,  IV.  G9. 

SccrrXary  of  Foreign  Jlffairs^  consUtnted 
by  Congress,  I  a.  85. 

Secretary  of  Legation,  ezpedienej  of 
appointmg  a,  in  France,  IX.  43. 

Security  of  a  Dominianf  a  joatifiaUe 
and  prudent  ground  npon  which  to 
demand  cessions  from  an  enenrr, 
IV.  5. 

S£gi*r,  Count  de,  introduced  to  Wash- 
ington, L\  193. 

Self-denial,  shown  not  to  be  the  essenee 
of  virtue,  11.(53. 

Self-praise,  vindicated,  VII.  59. 

Snuiina  Felons  to  Amerieoy  remarks  on, 

II.  4:i5. 

Serapis,  her  capture  alluded  to,  VIIL 
3!Hj. 

SerrantSy  evil  arising  from  the  enlist- 
ment of.  in  Pennsylvania,  III.  103. 
Levies  made  among,  for  the  expedi- 
tion agnin8iCarthagena,2I0.  Address 
of  tlie  Assembly  to  the  governor  on 
the  subject,  4f>r>.  Respecting  the  en- 
listment of,  VII.  138. 

Sewai.i.,  Jonathan,  his  vindication  of 
the  Hutchinson  letters,  meotioaed, 
VIII.  in». 

Sneers,  imporUnce  of,  VI.  319.  Those 
of  London,  320;  of  Rome,  331.  Mode 
of  correcting  the  atench  of.  393. 

Seymouk,  Attorney-general,  anecdote 
of,  X.  111. 

Shau^uese  Indians,  messsge  of  the 
governor  of  Pennaylvsnia  to  the  As- 
sembly, rebitive  to  a  complaint  of  the, 

III.  45it.  Desire  of  tlie  governor  to 
involve  the  province  in  a  war  with 
the,  471. 

Shelbukne,   Lord,  conversation    «f 
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Franklin  with,  on  American  affairs, 
VII.  354.  Another,  365.  His  views 
rmpecting  peace  with  the  United 
States,  VIII.  247.  Written  to,  by 
Franklin,  on  the  subject  of  peace,  Ia. 
S39.  Is  appointed  ^cretary  of  State, 
and  sends  Mr.  Oswald  to  France,  240. 
Hb  memoranda,  given  by  Mr.  Oswald 
to  Franklin,  314.  Is  appointed  first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  360.  His  plan 
of  retaining^  British  sovereignty  over 
America,  with  an  independent  parlia- 
ment, 362 ;  impracticable,  363.  End 
of  his  administration,  496 

Shells,  marine,  found  in  the  Appalachian 
mountains,  VI.  81. 

ShdvtSf  description  of  an  instrument 
for  taking  books  from,  VI.  562. 

Shbrvinotoiv,  William,  his  observa- 
tion of  the  transit  of  Mercury,  VI.  187. 

Shiplbt,  Catherine  Louisa,  her  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  her  father,  X. 
379. 

Sbiplev,  Georgiana,  her  correspon- 
dence with  Franklin,  alluded  to,  VIII. 
40.  Some  of  her  writings  mentioned, 
502.  ^ 

Shipley,  Jonathaiv,  Franklin's  visit 
to,  VII.  538.  His  intimacy  with 
Franklin,  VIII.  40.  One  of  his  ser- 
mons commended,  40.  His  Speech 
mentioned,  124,  503.  His  last  illness 
and  death,  X.  379,  380.  Frankhn's 
regret  for  his  loss,  391. 

Shiplev,  William,  announces  to 
Franklin  his  election  as  a  member 
of  the  Society  for  tJie  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com- 
merce, VII.  124. 

Skips,  on  the  comparative  length  of  the 
voyages  of,  across  the  Atlantic,  east- 
ward and  westward,  VI.  74.  Why 
generally  ahead  of  the  reckoning  in 
goin^  to  Europe,  and  behind  in  re- 
turning, 77. 

Shirlev,  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
Franklin's  interview  with,  I.  178. 
Remarks  from  the  London  Chronicle 
relative  to  Franklin's  letters  to,  III.  56. 
His  acknowledgments  to  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  for  supplies,  467 
His  parting  compliment  to  the  As- 
■emblv,  503.  Allusion  to  his  charac- 
ter, VII.  37.  His  commendation  of 
Franklin's  conduct  in  Braddock's  ex- 
pedition, 95.  His  situation  in  London 
alluded  to,  152. 

Shooting  Stars,  suggestion  as  to  the 
cause  of,  VI.  163. 

^ort  Hints  towards  a  Sehenu  for  unit- 
ing the  Northern  Colonies,  III.  26. 

Short,  one  of  his  telescopes  mention- 
ed, VI.  305. 

SieUy^  great  earthquake  in,  VI.  9. 


Sidney,  Alg error,  of  the  law  of  libel, 
as  laid  down  at  the  trial  of,  II.  294. 

SiLk,  respecting  the  manufacture  of,  in 
America,  VIL  456.  Reeling  of,  486, 
513.  Certain  particulars  respecting 
its  culture,  527.  Its  culture  easy,  53d. 
Produced  in  Pennsylvania,  VIII.  3,  4. 

Silver  Coin,  inexpediency  of  restricting 
the  exportation  of,  II.  395. 

Six  Nations,  their  honorable  character, 
IV.  70.  Anecdote  illbstratin^  this, 
71.  Particulars  respecting  their  ter- 
ritorial possessions  on  the  Ohio,  326. 
Of  their  sale  of  lands  south  of  the 
Ohio  to  the  King,  332.  Sir  W.  John- 
son's speech  to  the,  relative  to  a  ces- 
sion of  land,  341.  Their  agreement  to 
the  proposal,  342.  Their  complaint  at 
Fort  Pitt  of  the  disregard  of  their 
boundaries,  345.  Their  proposal  to 
instruct  young  whites  in  the  arts  of 
savage  liie,  VII.  71.  Suspected  treach- 
ery of  the,  121. 

Sketch  of  Propositions  for  a  Peace,  V. 
113. 

Slavery,  Address  to  the  Public,  from 
the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promot- 
ing the  Abolition  of,  II.  515.  Move- 
ments in  America  for  the  abolition  of, 
VIII.  42.  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
abolishing,  X.  32u.  Early  efforts  in 
Pennsylvania  for  its  abolition,  403. 

Slaves,  value  of  the  labor  of  American, 
as  compared  witli  that  of  British  la- 
borers, II.  314.  Duty  on,  imported 
into  the  French  islands,  X.  119. 

Slave  Trade,  letter  on  the,  II.  517. 
Remarks  on  the,  VIII.  17. 

Small,  Alexander,  his  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  ventilation,  VI.  307. 
Letter  to,  Vni.  481. 

Smallpoxy  of  the  mortality  in  Boston 
by  inoculation  for  the,  VI.  118 ;  and 
in  Philadelphia,  120. 

Sm EATON,  Watson's  observations  on 
the  air-pump  of,  VI.  188.  Those  of 
Franklin,  189. 

Smith,  William,  his  notice  of  Plain 
Truth,  III.  1.  NoUce  of,  VII.  63. 
Franklin's  remarks  on  his  scheme  of 
education,  (>5.  Proceedings  of  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  against, 
174.  His  notice  of  Franklin,  as  agent 
of  the  province,  267. 

Smoke,  now  it  ascends  in  a  chimney, 
VI.  505.    See  Chimneys. 

Smuggling,  remarks  on,  and  its  varions 
species,  II.  361.     Its  immorality,  362. 

Socrates,  Dislogue  between  Gisucon 
and,  respecting  public  men,  II.  57. 

SoLAifDER,  Daniel  Charles,  VI.  342. 

Sound,  doubt  expressed  whether  air 
be  the  best  medium  for  conducting, 
VI.  251. 

SS* 
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Sovtlt  Ctirolinaj  Assembly  of,  removed 
from  Char  lesion  to  Port  Royal ,  IV. 
4r^>.  Authorizes  the  procuring  of  ves- 
sels  of  war  in  Kurope,  VlII.  'Ic7. 

South  Carolina  FrigatCy  of  the  indem- 
nity claimed  for  her  services  to  Spain, 
X.  142. 

Spa  in  ^  remarks  on  the  propositions  of 
the  United  Stales  in  regard  to,  VIII. 
21*2.  Dilatory  and  reserved  conduct 
of,  IX.  147.  Her  pretended  conquest 
of  the  Illinois  countrv,  2(Mj.  Inter- 
view of  Franklin  and  Jay  with  Count 
d'Aranda,  relative  to  a  treaty  with, 
350.  Preliminary  articleti  of  peace 
signed  between  Elngland,  Trance,  and, 
47i{.  Law  respecting  labor  in,  X.  IIT). 
Gardoqui  appointed  her  miiuHtrr  to 
the  UniU^d  Sutes.  140.     See  Peace. 

Spaniard:ff  anecdote  illustrating  the 
honor  of  the,  IV.  (39. 

Spectacles^  of  choosing,  VII.  5^5,  Ml, 
54*2.  Advantage  of  double,  X.  133, 
15().     How  constructed,  178. 

Speech,  on  freedom  of,  II.  285. 

Speeches^  Franklin's  in  the  Convention 
on  salaries,  V.  144 ;  and  in  committee 
on  the  proportion  between  representa- 
tion and  voted,  141).  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  deliberations  of  tlie  Con- 
vention, 155. 

Spellings  scheme  of  a  reformed  mode 
of,  VI.  295.  Various  examples  of, 
300.  Absurdity  of  the  usual  method 
of,  X.  2(.5. 

Spider,  counterfeit,  an  electrical  exper- 
iment, V.  1H7. 

SpieSy  concerning  the  employment  of, 
m  war,  III.  6. 

^ots  on  the  Sun,  Dr.  Wilson's  hypoth- 
esis rcHpeclinff,  VI.  36i). 

Spri7iir9,  respi^cting  the  origin  of  those 
in  iiiountainH,  VI.  80. 

Spkv,  Commodore^  his  testimonial  in 
favor  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, III.  5:^. 

Square,  mngic,  Franklin's  construction 
ofa,  VI.  100.  Of  eight,  101.  Of  six- 
teen, H>2. 

Stafford. shire  Chimney,  account  of  the, 
VI.  531. 

Stamp  jict,  its  origin,  I.  201  Opposed 
by  Franklin,  294.  His  letter  concern- 
ing its  repf*al  or  susi)ension,  IV.  15G. 
Probable  effect  of  .such  a  measure,  159. 
Franklin's  examination  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  relative  to  its 
repeal,  IGl.  Of  the  facility  of  exe- 
cuting it,  l(i3 ;  and  ability  of  the 
people  to  |>ay  the  duties  under  it,  1(>4. 
Cannot  be  executed,  178.  Hints  for 
a  K«*ply  to  Protests  aj^riinHt  the  Kcpeal 
of  the,  20().  Its  eilect  in  alienating 
the  affections  of  tlie  colonists,  and  ef- 


fect of  its  repeal,  383.  Proceedingi 
in  America  in  consequence  of  its  pus- 
sa«rc,  470.  Dissatisfaction  in  Penn- 
sylvania on  account  of  the,  VIL  297. 
Lxcitement  produced  by  it,  305.  Iti 
repeal,  :i08,  311.  Proceedin/^  in 
Pennsylvania  on  account  of  its  re- 
peal, 317.  Franklin's  agency  in  pro- 
curing tlie  repeal  commended,  318. 
Its  produce  in  America,  VIII.  23. 
Its  passage  not  to  be  preTented,  X. 
430.     Its  repeal,  431. 

Standing  Army,  in  the  colonies,  un- 
constitutional, without  their  consent, 
VII.  475. 

Stanley,  Johh,  a  mntical  composer, 
X.  304. 

Star-chamber,  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
of,  in  cases  of  libel,  11.  287. 

Stark,  VI.  3S5. 

Starif,  suggestion  as  to  the  cause  of 
shunting,  VI.  163. 

State  of  the  Constitution  of  ike  ColonuM^ 
Franklin's  remarks  on  Goyemor  Pow- 
nairs,  and  mode  of  its  publication, 
IV.  270. 

Stercxttype  Printing,  a  species  of,  sug- 
gested by  C.  Golden,  VI.  18. 

Stevenson,  Margaret,  particulars 
respecting,  VII.  150.    Her  death,  JX. 

Strve.nson,  Mary,  Franklin*s  remarks 
on  her  inquiry,  Why  the  Bristol  wa- 
ters grow  warmer  by  pumping,  VI. 
^5.  Some  account  or  her  history, 
VII.  i:>].  Advice  to,  418.  FrankWs 
renin rks  on  Mr.  Hewson^i  proposal 
of  marriage  to,  471.  See  Hewsov, 
Mary. 

Stiifi.ivs,  his  magic  square  of  sixteen, 
VI.  loy. 

Stii.e!!,  Ezra,  notice  of,  VI.  2G0.  In- 
quires of  Franklin  concerning  his  re- 
ligious opinions,  X.  422. 

Stirling .  Lord,  mentioned,  VIII.  180. 

•S/r/nr,  remedies  for  the,  VII.  15.  Black- 
rie's  soUent,  X.  1U3.  Franklin's  mode 
of  alleviating  the  pain  of,  .H27. 

Storm,  suggestion  respecting  the  course 
of  a  northeast,  VI.  80, 1(&,  219.  As 
to  the  cause,  221. 

Stormont,  Lord,  his  indecorous  reply 
to  the  American  Commissioners  in 
France,  IX.  106. 

Store,  account  of  the  invention  of 
Franklin's,  VI.  34.  BenefiU  and  dis- 
advantages of  the  Holland  iron,  43, 
Account  of  the  German,  44.  De* 
scription  of  Franklin's.  44. 

Stores,  for  public  building,  remarks  on, 
VI.  3!^.  For  bumini^  pitcoal  and  con- 
suming smoke,  described,  543 

Straciicv.  introduced  to  Franklin  br 
Mr.  Townshend,  IX.  423. 
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Strahaiv,  William,  his  queries  re- 
specting Ameiican  affairs,  and  Frank- 
lin's answers  ;  his  character  and  rank, 

IV.  258.  His  objections  to  Colden's 
new  method  of  printing,  VI.  2^).  No- 
tice of,  VII.  1*56.  His  character  of 
Franklin,  addressed  to  Mrs  Frarikhn, 
150.  Proposes  to  Franklin  to  settle 
in  England,  195.  Ironical  letter  lo, 
VIII.  155  Urges  Franklin  to  visit 
EngFand,  X.  05. 

Stuakt,  observations  on  his  drawings 

of  waterspouts,  VI.  \'M). 
Stubek,  Henry,  his  account  of  Frank- 
lin's early  electrical    discoveries,  V. 

173.      Contin%s     tlie     Memoirs    of 

Franklin,  404. 
Suffolk,  Lord,  his  views   respecting 

peace  with  America,  Vlll.  247. 
Sugar  Act^  its  character,  and   the  hoa- 

tility  of  the  colonists  to  it,  IV.  llii). 
Sugar  Islands^  A  Thought  concerning 

the,  II.  419. 
Sullivan,  John,  his  agency  in  regard 

to  the  conference  between  the  Coni- 

raittee  of  Congress  and   the   British 

Commissioners,  V.  97,  104. 
Sulphury  difference  in  the  electricity  of 

a  globe  of  glass  charged  and  one  of, 

V.  273.  Probable  cause  of  the  dif- 
ference,  275.  Reasons  for  believing 
that  the  globe  of,  charges  negatively, 
280. 

SuTif  hypothesis  respecting  spots  in  the, 

VI.  31)9. 

Supplement  to  tfie  Boston  Independent 
Chronicle^  account  of  a,  V.  125. 

Supplemental  Treaty^  David  Hartley's, 
mentioned,  IX.  505. 

Surinam  Eel.    See  Torpedo. 

Susquehanna  Indians,  anecdote  relating 
to  the,  II  456. 

Sweden,  of  a  treaty  between  the  United 
SUtes  and,  IX.  342.  Full  powers  ex- 
changed by  the  ambassador  of,  with 
Dr.  Franklin,  400.  Conclusion  of  the 
treaty,  495.  Ratifications  exchanged, 
524.  Project  of  a  treaty  with,  543. 
Its  progress,  X.  29.  King  of,  visits 
Paris,  440. 

Swimming,  Franklin's  skill  in,  I.  63. 
Remarks  on  the  art  of,  VI.  28().  How 
to  acquire  it.  287.  Ease  with  which  it 
may  be  acquired,  2*^.  Its  importance, 
290.  Different  modes  of,  291.  By 
means  of  a  kite,  293. 

Swiss  Cantons f  their  political  condition, 
X.  342. 


Talbot,  Silas,  IX.  57. 
Tedlow  TrUf  Chinese ,  mentioned,  VIII. 
21. 


Tariff  Laws^  remarks  on,  VI.  82. 

T/ize^,  of  the  voice  of  the  people  in 
choosing  the  rulers  who  impose.  111. 
57.  On  tiie  imposition  of  direct,  on 
the  colonies  without  their  consent,  58. 
Distinction  between  external  and  in- 
ternal. IV.  174.  S^uggestion  in  regard 
to,  X.  45.     Jn  the  United  States,  :{23. 

Tea,  effect  of  the  non-repeal  of  the  duty 
on,  IV  :{ti3.  Increase  of  smuggling, 
and  dmiinution  of  receipts  from  duties 
on,  '.Vib.  Arrival  <»f  tlie,  in  Boston,  in 
177M,  .'lOO.  Franklin  assents  to  pay- 
ment for  the,  as  a  basis  of  compromise, 
V.  14.  Duty  on,  continued  by  Eng- 
land as  a  matter  of  national  pride, 
VIII.  24.  Repeal  of  the  duty  con- 
sidered by  Parliament,  35.  Views  in 
England  on  the  subject,  48.  Project 
to  avoid  the  repeal,  80,  90.  That  the 
Americans  ought  not  to  pay  for  that 
which  was  destroyed,  130. 

Teedyuscung,  an  Indian  chief,  his 
conference  with  the  whites  at  Easton, 
VII.  125. 

Telescope^  newly  invented,  VIII.  433. 

Temperance,  signs  of,  VI.  391. 

Temple,  John,  his  duel  with  Mr. 
Whately,  in  consequence  of  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Hutchinson  Letters, 
IV.  434  ;  his  agency  in  procuring 
them,  443.     A^ain,  VIII.  100,  102. 

Tender,  suggestion  for  emitting  money 
wilh  a  legad,  VII.  398. 

Tenonaoel,  his  account  of  the  preser- 
vation of  a  Dutch  ship,  by  pouring  oil 
on  the  waves,  VI.  .364. 

Tennent,  Gilbert,  Franklin's  advice 
to,  I.  107. 

Tests,  their  inexpediency,  VIII.  505. 

Theory  of  the  Earth,  Franklin's,  VI.  443. 

T/terniometcr,  construction  of  the  elec- 
trical air,  V.37I.  Remarks  on  the, 
389.  Some  experiments  with  the, 
described,  VI.  2<>1.  Mode  of  reducing 
the  graduation  of  F'ahrenheit's  to 
Reaumur's,  and  the  reverse,  VII.  52. 

Thermometrical  Observations  recom- 
mended, VI.  2r)0. 

Thirst,  mode  of  relieving,  at  sea,  VI. 
233. 

Thomas,  George,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, remarks  on  the  proceedings 
of,  IV.  103. 

Thought  concerning  the  Sugar  Islands. 
11.419. 

TJtoughts  concerning  Executive  Justice^ 
11.478;  X.a>3. 

Thundergusts,  Observations  and  Sup- 
positions towards  forming  a  new  Hy- 
pothesis for  explaining  the  Phenomena 
of,  V.  211.  Most  dangerous  situation 
during,  220.  Not  often  experienced 
at  sea  far  from  land,  and  why,  222. 
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Tides,  influence  of  the,  in  prodacinijr 
error  in  a  ship's  reckoning  at  sea,  VT. 
77.  On  the  phenomena  of  the,  in 
rivers,  22G.  Further  remarks  on  the, 
231. 

TcAflrf,  its  tenacity  of  life,  VI.  381.  Ac- 
count of  a,  imbedded  in  solid  stone, 
441.  Suggestion  as  lo  the  cause  of 
their  retaining  lite,  44*2. 

Todd,  Jonathan,  his  objections  to 
Buine  of  Franklin's  meteorological 
theories  stated,  VI.  171 .  Remarks  on 
the  trade* wind,  174.  Franklin's  re- 
ply, 17«>. 

TuDKiiiNj,  J.  B.,  his  account  of  his 
FUosofia  Frankliniaiuif  VI.  \\o\. 

TolfratioHf  in  Old  England  and  Kcw 
England,  remarks  on,  II.  112;  X.  341). 

Torpedo^  metliod  of  ascertaining  wheth- 
er its  shock  be  electrical,  V.  412.  Mr. 
Walsh's  mode  of  ascertaining  tliis 
fact,  VI.  34ti. 

Tourmalin,  on  the  electricity  of  tlie, 
V.  3()3.  Positive  and  negative  states 
of  the  opposite  sides  of  the  heated, 
3r)5. 

TOWNSHEND,    ClJARLKS,    hiS    ploU     for 

raising  a  revenue  in  America,  IV. 
247.  His  claim  of  credit  for  suggest 
ing  this  plan,  VII.  339. 

TowNSHEND,  Thomas,  is  appointed 
Secretary  of  State  fur  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, IX.  371 . 

Trade,  note  respecting,  II.  3GC.  Its 
principles  stated,  'Si^'X  Definition, 
true  end,  and  best  support  (»f,  S^T). 
More  benoiited  by  industry  than  by 
money,  392.  On  the  interference  of 
governments  with,  401.  Notions  con- 
cerning, 4\ti.  Necessity  of  restrict- 
ing, in  the  United  States,  in  17tid, 
X.  :^^7. 

Tradesman,  Franklin's  advice  to  a 
younff,  II.  87. 

Tradr-ui'md,  suggestions  respectin^r  the 
cause  of  the,  VI.  VS.\.  Todd's  objec- 
tion to  Franklin's  views,  174.  Frank- 
lin's reply,  17(!. 

Transit  of  Mercury,  preparations  for 
observing  the,  VI.  151).  Distribution 
of  letters  relating  to  the,  I  GO. 

Transit  of  Venus,  observations  on  the 
expected,  V.  421.  Concernmg  some 
observations  of  the,  VII.  AfM. 

Traveller,  humorous  Ietti.>r  of,  in  regard 
to  newspapers,  VJI.  2c7. 

Treatij  tff  ^illiance  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  pro- 
visi<ms  of  the.  VIII.  239. 

Treatij  of  Commerce  with  Austria,  re- 
spi'ctinir  a,  IX.  543;  X.  118,  142. 
With  Hnvaria,  IX.  542.  With  Den- 
mark, 4*^7,  510,  512 ;  its  progress, 
524,  529,  537,  542;    X.  29.     With 


France,  concluded,  VIII.  2:{0.  With 
Great  Britain,  proposed,  IX.  4!)U;  iU 
progress,  X.  18,  2U;  ita  delay.  112, 
307.  With  Morocco,  IX.  530 ;  X.  16, 
31,  34,  35.     With  Portugal,  IX.  524, 


5:)7 ;  its  progress,  X.  29.  With  Swe- 
den, IX.  342,  383,  443;  powers  ex- 
changed, 4(io ;  concluded  and  ratiBed. 
4J)5,  524  ;  X.  29. 

Treaty  of  Peace.    See  Peace, 

Tkknck,  Bitron,  a  statement  of  denied 
by  Franklin,  X.  411. 

Tkomond,  Vlll.  189. 

Trtice  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Sltites  prop<>i>rd,  Vlll.  :)32. 
Franklin's  views  on  thr  subject,  345. 

True  State  of  Uie  Proceed injgt  in  the 
Parliament  of  Ureal  Britain  and  lAs 
Pnrcince  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  rdmr- 
tire  to  the  Uiring  and  Granting  cAs 
Monty  of  the  Peojde  of  that  PromncM 
and  all  ^inurica,  «it  the  House  qf  Com- 
mons,  where  they  are  not  nmreseniedf 
IV.  4G(;. 

Tkuxtun,  Commodore,  his  machine  for 
stopping  tiie  motion  of  Tesseb,  VL 
484.     His  naval  services,  X.  217. 

TucKf-n,  JosiAii,hisplan  for  protecting 
the  colonies  from  the  Indiana,  III.  4o 
His  views  exposed,  relative  to  the 
Indian  war.  IV.  215;  to  the  taiinf 
power  of  Parliament,  216 ;  and  on 
the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  regard 
to  colonial  commerce,  2S^.  GenenI 
views  of  his  character  and  writings ; 
his  plan  for  separating  the  coloniee 
from  the  mother  country,  61(>.  At- 
tacks Franklin,  who  demands  an  ex* 
planation,  519.  Repeats  the  charge 
of  Franklin's  applying  for  a  place  un- 
der the  Stamp  Act,  o2I.  Ilis  disin- 
genuous conduct,  525.  His  xeidoafl 
hostility  to  Franklin,  VII.  36G. 

Turcot',  his  application  of  a  Latin 
verse  to  Franklm,  Vlll.  537.  A  let- 
ter of,  mentioned,  X.  105. 

Turin,  present  by  the  Academy  of. 
VIII.  188. 

Turin  I,  Pictro,  commnnieates  to 
Franklin  his  work  on  electrical  con- 
ductors, VI.  424. 

Turkey,  of  the  proposed  conquest  of, 
X.  329,  334. 

Turkey,  killed  by  electricity,  V.  346. 
Recommended  as  the  repieaentatiTe 
of  America,  X.  63. 

Turks,  mode  of  visiting  among  the, 
II.  2d.  Their  treatment  of  capttvee. 
IV.  C5. 

Tieniford,  visit  of  Franklm  to,  VII. 
254. 

TvTLER,  his  remarks  on  Franklin's 
letter  relating  to  old  Scotch  tunesp 
V1.2G8.  HisaccoontoI'LordKaniee'B 
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Tifswi  on  the  lubject  of  a  consolidat- 

X union  between  Britain  and  the 
liei,  VU.  334. 

U. 

Umon  of  the  ColanieSf  papers  relatingr 
to  the  plan  of,  III.  22. 
United  States^  remarks  on  the  paper 
money  of  the,  11.  421.  Comparison 
of,  with  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  the 
bajsis  of  credit,  426.  Rate  of  wa^es 
in  (he,  440.  Their  general  condition 
at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
461.  Their  agriculture,  462.  Their 
fisheries,  463.  Trade,  464.  Of  par- 
ties in  the,  465.  Erroneous  notions 
prevailing  in  Europe  in  regard  to  the, 
467.  Mediocrity  of  the  general  con- 
dition in  the,  46d.  To  whom  there 
might  be  advantage  in  emigration  to 
the,  470.  Of  manufactures  in  the, 
474.  Article  respectingr  privateering, 
in  their  treaty  with  Prussia,  486.  Views 
respecting  the  Constitution  of  the,  V. 
155.  Treaty  of  alliance  concluded 
between  France  and  the,  VIII.  239. 
Condition  of  their  finances  in  1779, 
908.  Their  alliance  with  France  an 
obstacle  to  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
312.  Objections  to  their  quitting  the 
alliance,  317.  Rapid  growth  of  the, 
32).  Excessivepurohase  of  superflu- 
ities in  the,  327.  Depreciation  of 
their  currency  in  1779,  32^).  Sute  of 
their  fihancial  affairs  in  France,  355. 
Of  dissensions  in  the,  370.  Of  a  cop- 
per coinage  for  the,  383.  Importation 
of  suoernuities  in  the,  4oJ.  Will 
not  treat  without  their  allies,  413. 
Mr.  Jebb's  proposal  of  their  federal 
union  with  Great  Britain.  508.  Dis- 
tressed state  of  their  affairs  in  1780, 
535.  Additional  loan  by  France  to 
the,  IX.  1.  Of  supplies  in  France 
for  the,  32.  Feeling  entertained  in 
the,  towards  France,  104.  Of  their 
claim  as  far  west  as  the  Mississippi, 
129  *,  and  to  fish  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  135.  Policy  of  Great 
Britain  to  separate  France  and  the, 
189.  Condition  of  their  affairs  in 
1782,  222.  Their  credit  imured  by 
■oliciting  foreign  alliances,  285.  Rea- 
■ons  why  they  should  treat  without 
any  of  their  allies  but  France,  306. 
Their  financial  embarrassment  early 
in  1783,  464.  Intelligence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the,  X.  2.  Difficulty  of  meet- 
ing their  drafts,  43.  Of  luxury  in  the, 
113.  Their  tranquillity  in  1784,  124, 
155.  Their  condition  in  1785,  235. 
In  1786, 250,  253,  276.  In  1787,  294. 
Attempts  to  disparage  the,  296.   Con- 
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■titution  of  the,  299.    Of  public  eiedit 
in  the,  335.    See  Peace. 
UnioersUy  of  Peiuuy/iMJua,  their  ad- 
dress to  Franklin  on  his  retom  firom 
France,  V.  140. 


Value,  labor  the  best  measure  of,  II. 
265.  Of  agricultural  labor  as  a  meas- 
ure, VII.  435. 

Vanity,  extract  from  an  essay  on  hu- 
man, II.  179. 

Vaughan,  BKifjAMiif,  his  vindication 
of  Franklin  in  reference  to  the  Hutch- 
inson letters,  IV.  446,  450.  His  edi- 
fion  of  Franklin's  wriUngs,  VIII.  404. 
His  views  on  the  subject  of  reconcil- 
iation, IX.  433.  Urges  Dr.  Franklin 
to  write  a  memoir  of  his  life,  478. 

Vegetation^  on  the  coolinf  of,  by  evap- 
oraiion,  VI.  216.  Its  effect  on  nox> 
ious  air,  414. 

Ventilation,  remarks  on,  VI.  307.  Me- 
phitic  quality  communicated  to  the 
air  by  respiration,  308.  Utility  of 
chimneys  for,  309.  Dr.  Hales's  siw- 
gestion  respecting,  310.  Franklin's 
mode  of,  311  Dr.  Armstrong's  view 
of  its  importance,  314.  Defect  of 
hospitals  m  this  respect,  315.  Infla- 
ence  of  trees  in,  322. 

Venus,  remarks  on  the  expected  transit 
of,  V.  420.  On  some  observations  of 
the  transit,  VII.  455. 

Veomi,  Count  del,  introduced  to  Mr. 
Livingston,  IX.  519. 

Vergbnnxs,  Count  de,  interview  of 
the  American  commissioners  with, 
VIII.  194.  His  desire  that  the  ap- 
pointment  of  M.  Gerard  should  be 
concealed  from  Arthur  Lee,  260. 
Franklin's  account  to,  of  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  Hartley  and  Mr.  Chap- 
man, 268.  Expresses  his  satisfao- 
tion  with  the  account,  271.  His  dis- 
satisfaction with  Mr.  Adams,  448. 
His  comment  on  the  resolution  of 
Congress  ordering  drafts  on  Franklin, 
515.  Interviews  of  Franklin  with,  IX. 
76.  Mr-  Oswald  recommended  to, 
243.  His  interview  with  Oswald  and 
Franklin,  245.  Demands  that  the 
first  proposition  to  treat  should  come 
from  England, 248.  Conversation  with 
Mr.  Grenville,  273.  Insists  that  no  aid 
was  given  by  France  to  the  United 
States,  till  their  independence  was  de- 
clared, 274.  Communicates  to  Franklin 
the  fact,  that  Mr.  Grenville 's  commis- 
sion relates  to  France  only,  299.  His 
view  of  the  mission  of  Mr.  Walpole, 
329.  Is  satisfied  with  Mr.  Grenvdle's 
powers  to  treat,  335 ;  but  doubts  hii 
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good  faith,  338.  Doubbi  the  8inr4?rity 
of  the  British  ministry  in  pioposinc 
the  nej^tiBlion,  373.  Complaint  of 
the  signature  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  by  the  American  commiaaion- 
era  without  commuoication  with  the 
French  court,  449.  His  communica- 
tion to  M.  de  la  Luzerne  on  tiie  sub- 
ject, and  his  opinion  of  tlic  treaty,  453. 
Hia  comment  on  the  intercepted  let- 
ter of  M.  de  Marbois,  463.  Ucfuaea 
to  sign  the  defmitive  treaty  with 
England  until  tliat  of  the  United 
Stales  is  signed,  X.  17.  His  expres- 
sions of  regret  at  Franklin's  departure 
from  France,  171. 

VtrnunU,  disturbances  in  New  Hamp- 
shire and,  IX.  102. 

VsRHON,  Charlks,  hts  account  of  the 
treatment  of  Mr.  Laurens  in  the  Tow- 
er, VHi.  516. 

VerMailles,  yisit  of  Franklin  to,  VII.  361. 

Vessels,  on  the  form  of  least  resistance, 
VI.  4G3.  On  the  means  of  diminish- 
ing the  resistance  of  tiie  air  by  a  new 
arrangement  of  the  sails,  4G5.  On  the 
construction  of  the  cables  of,  408. 
Means  of  preserving,  from  overset- 
tinff,  472.  Construction  of  double, 
473.  Of  accidents  by  fire,  lightning, 
and  collision,  475.  And  from  ice, 
470.  Of  the  Indian  and  Chinese,  477. 
Various  moving  powers,  47b.  Of  a 
■wimmin^  anchor,  481.  Of  machines 
for  stopping  the  motion  of,  482.  Ef- 
fect of  currents  on  the  motion  of,  485. 
Health  of  the  crews  of,  489. 

Vicq  d'Azvr,  Felix,  some  account  of, 
VI.  433. 

Vientuif  visit  of  Franklin  to,  suggest- 
ed, IX.  501. 

Vindication  and  Offer  from  Congress 
to  ParUamenLf  circumstances  that  pro- 
duced the  work,  V.  83. 

Virginia^  conduct  of  the  British  armv 
in,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  11. 
503.  Views  of  the  commissioners  of, 
relative  to  lands  south  of  the  Great 
Kenhawa,  IV.  332.  View  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses  of,  relative  to 
colonization  in  the  interior,  365.  In- 
quiry how  far  the  jurisdiction  of,  can 
be  extended  to  the  Ohio,  372.  Reso- 
lutions of,  respecting  a  Congress,  VII. 
295.  Her  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  a  Conunittee  of  Correspondence, 
VIII.  54.  Respecting  supplies  ob- 
tained in  Europe  for,  ^0. 

Virtuej  its  character  and  effect  delin- 
eated, II.  19.  Dialogue  concerning, 
46.  Another  dialogue  respecting,  51. 
Self-denial  shown  not  to  be  tl^  es- 
sence of,  C3. 

Vis  Inertite  of  matter,  remarks  on  the, 


VI.  87.  Baxter's  doctrine  on  the  sub- 
ject examined,  and  its  existence  de- 
nied, 88.  Subject  again  referred  to,  93. 

Visits,  how  to  be  regulated,  II.  27. 
Turkish  mode  of  makmg,  28. 

Volcanic  Action  in  lUly,  VI.  373. 

VoLTA,  an  electrical  experiment  bj, 
V.470. 

Votings  on  the  just  proportion  between 
representation  and,  V.  109. 

Voyage^  Journal  of  a.  from  England  to 
America,  by  Franklin,  I.  547.  Flan 
of  a,  for  exchanging  the  nrodnctions 
of  civilized  and  uncivilixea  countries, 
1 1 .  :)78.  Reason  of  the  greater  length 
of  the  westward,  than  the  eastward, 
across  the  Atlantic,  VI.  74.  Means 
of  securing  comfort  on  a,  491.  Arti- 
cles essential  for  a,  493. 

W. 

Waddell,  Captain,  efieet  of  lightning 
on  his  compass,  V.  276. 

Wages f  to  be  raised  in  Europe  by  the 
American  Revolution,  II.  435.  evils 
arising  from  the  low  rate  of,  436. 
Impolicy  of  attempting  to  depress  the 
rate,  437.  Low  rate  <M,  not  the  canee 
of  the  advantages  of  commeice,  430. 
Rates  of,  in  the  United  SUIes,  440. 
Rates  of,  how  to  be  affected  in  EnroM 
bv  the  high  rates  in  America,  441. 
Efieet  of  the  facility  of  emigration 
from  Europe  upon  the  rates  of,  443. 

Walpole,  Thomas,  circumstances  re- 
lating to  a  grant  to  him  and  others  of 
lands  on  the  Ohio,  IV.  303.   *" 


Franklin  from  presenting  his  propooed 
protest  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  V.  bl. 

Walpole,  Count  de  Vergennes*s  view 
of  his  mission,  IX.  329. 

fValpole's  Grant,  some  account  of,  I. 
sail.  ExtracUofletters  from  Franklin 
on  the  subject,  IV.  203.  AUoded  to, 
VII.  355,  ul7.  Franklin's  agency  in 
procuring,  VIII.  1.    See  (Mio  5MCfs- 

Walsh,  John,  his  discovery  respecting 
the  torpedo,  VI.  348.  Mode  of  sseer^ 
taining  its  essential  quality,  349.  Hia 
discovery  respecting  the  effect  of  a 
vacuum  on  electricity,  413. 

Walter,  his  experiments  in  logofn^ih- 
ic  printing,  X.  8. 

Walterstorf  is  instructed  to  pio- 
motif  the  conclusion  of  a  eommewial 
treaty  between  Denmark  and  the 
United  SUtes,  IX.  487. 

War,  principles  on  which  it  should  be 
conducted,  II.  487.  Absorditj  of, 
V11L417.    Affaln,X.2& 

Washihgtor,  Gxoroe.  mentioned  ■■ 
commander  of  the  Virginia  forcaii 
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VII.  123.  His  views  in  regard  to  non- 
importation and  non-exportation  reso- 
lations,  373.  Committee  appointed 
by  Congress  to  confer  with,  respecting 
the  army,  VIII.  160.  Cabals  against, 
305.  His  reputation  in  Earope,  376. 
Proposal  of  Franklin  to  him  to  visit 
Earope,  429.  Houdon's  statue  of,  X. 
117.  Congratulates  Franklin  on  his 
return  from  France,  225.  Expresses 
his  readiness  to  ait  to  Houdon,  228. 
Compliments  Franklin  on  his  recovery 
of  health,  397. 

Water,  passage  of  the  electric  fluid 
through,  V.  210.  New  relation  be- 
tween  it  and  metals,  260.  Correction 
of  the  mistake  that  these  alone  are 
conductors,  283.  Experiments  on 
boilinff,  and  glass  heated  by  boil- 
ing, 367.  Of  the  explosion  of,  393. 
Mode  of  its  solution  in  air,  VI. 
128.  Of  the  adhesion  of,  160.  Qual- 
itiesof  its  constituejit  particles,  IGl. 
Mr.  Todd*8  objection  to  Franklin's 
theory  relative  to  the  attraction  be- 
tween  air  and,  171.  Cooling  of,  by 
ermporation,  214.  Fresh,  produced  by 
distillation,  218.  Of  salt,  made  fresh 
by  distillation,  231 .  More  compressible 
in  winter  than  summer,  258.  Differ- 
ence of  navigation  in  shoal  and  deep, 
286.  How  to  preserve  it  clear  and 
sweet,  324.  Explosion  of  metallic  or 
glass  drops  in,  384.  Vegetation  of 
plants  in,  423. 

Watxrhouse,  BxifjAMiif ,  VIII.  529. 
WaterspoutSf  suggestion  respecting  the 
cause  of,  VI.  130.  Of  direct  and  de- 
scending, 137.  Remarks  on  Stuart's 
drawings  of,  139.  Description  of  one 
at  Antigua,  143.  Whirlwinds  sup- 
posed to  be  identical  with,  147.  Their 
motion  and  origin,  147.  Descending, 
probably  rare,  149.  Explanation  of, 
suggested,  150.  Not  always  attended 
by  whirlwinds,  165.  Why  stopped 
by  thunder  and  cannon,  167.  Circum- 
stances favoring  the  idea  of  their  de- 
scent, 168.  CoTden's  description  of  a, 
179.  Extract  from  Dampier's  Voy- 
ages relative  to,  183.  On  the  coast  of 
New  Orleans,  185.  Remarks  of  Mr. 
Colden  on,  199. 

Watsoit,  Richard,  Bishop  of  Landaff, 
his  CoUecUon  of  Tracts  mentioned,  X. 
181. 
Watsow,  William,  his  claim  to  the 
discovery  of  positive  and  negative 
electricity  second  to  that  of  Franklin, 
v.  173.  His  scientific  character,  and 
his  account  of  experiments  on  thun- 
derclouds, 296.  His  abstract  of  Frank- 
lin's electrical  experiments  and  ob- 
servations, 487. 


Watsow,  anecdotes  of  Franklin  in  bis 
JlnnaU  of  Philadelphia,  I.  91. 

ffay  to  make  Money  pUtUy  in  every 
Man't  Pocket,  II.  &i. 

Way  to  Wealthy  origin  of  Franklin's, 
II.  92 ;  its  extensive  circulation,  93. 

Wealth  of  nationSf  positions  to  be  ex- 
amined concerning  the,  II.  373. 

WxBSTKR,  Noah,  his  philological  la- 
bors commended,  X.  413. 

Wkoderburn.  his  speech  before  the 
Privy  Council  quoted,  relative  to  the 
Hutchinson  letters,  IV.  425.  Detailed 
account  of  his  attack  on  Franklin  on 
that  occasion,  447.    Again,  VIII.  105. 

Weissensteiic,  Charles  de,  his  se- 
cret mission  and  plan  of  reconciliar 
tion,  VIII.  278. 

Wellingborough f  Franklin's  visit  to 
some  relatives  in,  VII.  177. 

West,  BEiijAMiif,  portrait  of  Franklin 
by,  IX.  493. 

Wk^t,  James,  VI.  341. 

West,  protection  of  his  house  by  a 
lightning-rod,  V.  375. 

West  Indian  Colonies^  reasons  for  pre- 
ferring the  North  American  colonies 
to,  IV.  35.  Extent  of  their  trade,  as 
compared  with  thatof  the  northern, 37. 

Whartoiv,  Thomas,  his  view  of  the 
importance  of  a  chanse  of  govern- 
ment in  Pennsylvania,  Vll.  2^.  His 
allusion  to  the  services  of  Franklin, 
314.  To  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  318. 

Whatxlt,  William,  his  duel  with 
Mr.  Temple,  in  consequence  of  the 

foblication  of  the  Hutchinson  letters, 
V.434.  His  suit  against  Franklin, 
437.  Facts  stated  by,  relative  to  the 
letters,  445.     His  duel,  VIII.  100. 

Whatlky,  George,  his  tract  on  the 
Principles  of  Trade  mentioned,  II. 
:)83.  His  preface  to  Rejlections  on 
Corn,  409.  His  Principles  of  Trade, 
X.  132,  147. 

Wheatf  principle  of  the  bounty  on,  II. 
403.     Expediency  of  reducing  it,  405. 

Whkatoi*,  HEifRr,  his  History  of  the 
Northmen  mentioned,  n.76;  VIII. 69. 

Wheel f  electrical,  how  constructed,  V. 
204.  Its  movine  force,  205.  Con- 
struction of  a  self-moving,  206. 

Whig  Principles^  some  goMl,  stated,  U. 
372. 

Whigs,  Franklin's  advice  to  the  Eng- 
lish, VIII.  243. 

Whirlwindy  suggestion  respecting  the 
cause  of  a,  vYT  135.  Suggestion  of 
their  identity  with  •waterspouts,  147. 
Their  origin  and  motion,  147.  De- 
scending ones  rare,  148.  Most  com- 
mon in  the  daytime,  149.  Explana- 
tion of,  suggested,  150.  Do  not  always 
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attend  watenpouts,  165.  Some  cir- 
cumBtancefl  relative  to,  favorable  to 
the  hjpothesia,  that  all  waterspout! 
descend,  170.  Account  of  a,  in  Ma- 
ryland, 201. 

Whuk  Seed^  VII.  129. 

9nisae,  the,  II.  180. 

WiiiTCFiELD,  Georoe,  hit  orstory,  I. 
13G,  13d.  H'lB  intimacy  with  Frank- 
lin, VII.  74.  His  account  of  Frank- 
lin's examination  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  312. 

WkitehaTtHt  coal  mines  at,  visited  by 
Franklin,  VIII.  10. 

Whitehead,  Paul,  his  poems  quoted, 
VII.  248. 

Whitehurst,  his  clock  with  three 
wheels  mentioned,  VI.  4G1. 

Whit  WORTH,  his  Stale  of  Trade  quot- 
ed, relative  to  the  commercinl  jeal- 
ousy of  the  German  States,  IV.  21). 

WicKES,  CapUiu,  VIII.  1!)3. 

Wife,  how  to  choose  a,  VII.  550. 

WiLKKS,  JoHif,  some  particulars  re- 
specting, VII.  400,  403.  His  sen* 
tence,  413. 

Wii.M A  MS,  Jonathan,  noticed, VII.  252. 

Williams,  name  assumed  by  Mr.  Pul- 
teney  during  his  secret  agency,  Vlll. 
^>3. 

Williamson,  Hugh,  Dr.  Hosack's  ac- 
count of  his  obtaining  the  Hutchinson 
letters,  IV.  441.  Reasons  for  believ- 
ing the  account  erroneous,  442. 

Wilson,  Benjamin,  his  experiments 
showing  the  identity  of  electricity  and 
lightning,  V.  298.  His  objections  to 
pointed  conductors  stated,  A'M.  His 
preference  of  the  blunt,  44().  His 
pamphlet  on  the  subject  mentioned, 
VI.  379.  His  blunt  conductors  pre- 
ferred by  some,  Vlll.  227. 

Wilson,  Judge,  his  pamphlet  on  the 
relation  between  the  King  and  the 
colonies  alluded  to,  IV  4l)l». 

Wilson,  Prof«»Hsor,  his  theory  respect- 
ing spots  in  the  sun,  VI.  ;H>1>. 

Wind,  generation  of,  by  fermentation, 
VI.  HHJ.  Blowing  in  contrary  direc- 
tions, IfK) 

Winthrop,  John,  Professor,  his  re- 
marks  relative  to  colonial  affairs,  IV. 
42:^.  Account  of,  V.  3(j3.  His  ob- 
servation of  electricity  in  the  atmo- 
sphere, 405.      Is  elected  a  member 


of  the  Royal  Society,  VI  SG2.  Hia 
observation  of  the  transit  of  Merearj, 
328.     His  death,  VIII.  402. 

If'tr«,  experiment  for  barning,  VI.  446. 

Womeriy  inexpediency  of  their  engaging 
in  political  concerns,  VII.  168. 

Woodf  expense  of,  in  the  Northern  col- 
onies, VI.  35.  Advantage  of  the 
Franklin  stove  as  respects  the  con- 
sumption of,  59. 

Woodward,  his  view  of  the  caoaes  of 
earthquakes,  VI.  4. 

Words,  improper  use  of  certain,  X. 
413,414. 

Works,  value  of  good,  VII.  75.  Their 
superiority-  to  faith,  76.  Too  moeh 
undervalued,  ]ti5. 

Wreckers,  The,  extract  fVom  the  ftree 
of,  VIII.  318. 

Wren,  Thomas,  his  kindness  to  Amer- 
ican prisoners  in  England,  IX.  545. 

Wright,  Governor,  his  riews  on  the 
subject  of  inland  grants,  I V.  319.  His 
objections  examined,  3(^. 

Wright,  Patience,  account  of,  VIII. 
343. 

Wtnne,  his  History  qf  the  BriHA 
Empire  in  America  quoted,  relative  to 
the  increase  of  the  colonists,  IV.  960. 

WrviLL,  Sir  Charles,  his  remarks 
relative  to  the  elective  franchise  of 
small  English  boroughs,  II.  492. 

Y. 

Yale  CoUege,  of  a  portrait  of  Franklin 
for,  X.  421. 

Ydlow  Fever  in  Philadelphia,  VII.  41. 

Yorke,  8ir  Joseph,  supposed  letter 
from  Paul  Jones  to,  V.  131.  His  me- 
morial to  tlie  Dutch  government  on 
the  subject  of  a  proposed  treaty  with 

~     B,vni.f- 


the  United  States, 


.523. 


Z,  petition  of  the  letter,  VI.  304. 

Zkngkr,  account  of  his  trial  for  libel, 
II.  :K)2.  Argument  on  his  case  exam- 
ined, 302. 

Z15.NER,  John  Charles  DB,his  JVsdiCw 
Historica  de  ColonitM  Fademtii  m 
AmericA,  noticed,  VIII.  303. 

Zoroaster,  French  translation  of  the 
writings  of,  VII.  559. 
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